
To: 
From: 

Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 
Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) Sent: 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
From: EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:57:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 V\/ithdrawal of the Proposed Determination to l~e:strict Use of the, Pebble Deposit Are,a as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict 

Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold today signed a memo 

directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed 

Determination, which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

"Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under the law to both the public and 

project proponents. We will reconsider whether the Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still 

appropriate in light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, which is a large volume 

of information that EPA did not have previously," said General Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke 

the well-understood Clean Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to ensure all 

potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and raised before any final decision on the permit can 

be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/pebblemine508.pdf 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania A.venue 1·~orthvvest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

~ID 

Unsubscribe 

ED_002890_00004497-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production01 O 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Henry, 

Darwin, Henry[darwin.henry@epa.gov] 
Thomas Allen[thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
Tue 11/27/2018 5:05:10 PM (UTC) 
Tom Allen 

I hope you had a good Thanksgiving! Can you advise me on when you will determine whether or not to lift the veto on the Pebble 
Mine. Also when will you be responding to the CEI Petition regarding the BBWA? 

All the best, 
Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Ringel, Aaron[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1654BDC951284A6D899A418A89FB0ABF-RINGEL, AAR] 
Sent: Fri 4/20/2018 5:06:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Administrator's Hearing Prep - Program Office Summary Sheets for Review 
04-20-2018 - House Budget Hearing Program Cheat Sheets VS OCIR OWeditdocx 

! ! 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

-Aaron 

From: Giddings, Daniel 
Sent: Friday, April 20, 2018 1:01 PM 
To: Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov> 
Cc: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Spraul, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov>; Fontaine, Tim <Fontaine.Tim@epa.gov>; Best
Wong, Benita <Best-Wong.Benita@epa.gov>; Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Administrator's Hearing Prep - Program Office Summary Sheets for Review 

Aaron, 

Please find OW's revisions to the Administrator's proposed talking point's attached. Our Deputy Assistant Administrator, Lee 

Forsgren (CC'd), has approved. 

Edits to the original draft are in 'track changes' and can be found on: 

Pg. 7 & 8 - PFOA/PFAS-GenX 
Pg. 10 -WIFIA 
Pg. 11 - Sec. 319 

Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions. 

Best, 

Danny Giddings 
Resource Management Staff 
Office of Water 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202)-564-0320 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Date: April 19, 2018 at 4:56:37 PM EDT 
To: "Campbell, Ann" <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov>, "Fontaine, Tim" <Fontaine.Tim@epa.gov>, "Spraul, Greg" 
<Spraul.Greg@epa.gov>, "Best-Wong, Benita" <Best-Wong.Benita@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Administrator's Hearing Prep - Program Office Summary Sheets for Review 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Ringel, Aaron" <ringel.aaron@epa.gov> 
Date: April 19, 2018 at 4:52:19 PM EDT 
To: "Gunasekara, Mandy" <Gunasekara.Mandy@epa.gov>, "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, 
"Traylor, Patrick" <traylor.patrick@epa.gov>, "Beck, Nancy" <Beck.Nan y@epa.gov>, "Kelly, Albert" 
<kelly.albert@epa.gov>, "Cook, Steven" <cook.steven@epa.gov>, "Yamada, Richard (Yujiro)" 
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<yamada.richard@epa.gov>, "Bolen, Brittany" <bolen.brittany@epa.gov>, "Burke, Marcella" 

<burke.marcella@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Greaves, Holly" <greaves.holly@epa.gov>, "Lyons, Troy" <lyons.troy@epa.gov>, "Shimmin, Kaitlyn" 

<shimmin.kaitlyn@epa.gov>, "Rodrick, Christian" <rodrick.christian@epa.gov>, "Palich, Christian" 

<palich.christian@epa.gov>, "Frye, Tony (Robert)" <f ye.robert@epa.go~>, "Falvo, Nicholas" 

<falvo.nicholas@epa.gov>, "Hanson, Paige (Catherine)" <hanson.catherine@epa.gov>, "Feeley, Drew 

(Robert)" <Feeley.Drew@epa.gov> 

Subject: Administrator's Hearing Prep - Program Office Summary Sheets for Review 

Colleagues, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Best, 
Aaron 

Aaron E. Ringel 
Deputy Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

W: 202.564.4373 
Ringel.Aaro n@epa.gov 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A917 4B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
Sent: Wed 5/30/2018 1 :37:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: OGC QFR Return w/ Comments: CAL 028-032 ("Clean Water Act Preemptive Vetoes") 
DF edits to CAL - 028-032 OGC Comments.docx 

DELIBERATIVE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Lee: 

[ _______________________ Ex. _ 5 _ De I i be_ rat iv e _ P r o ce s s _ ( D P) _______________________ I 
Thanks! 

Best, 

David 

David Fotouhi 

Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 4:36 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Leopold, Matt <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: OGC QFR Return w/ Comments: CAL 028-032 ("Clean Water Act Preemptive Vetoes") 
Importance: High 
Sensitivity: Confidential 

David, 

[ _____________________________________________________ Ex. ____ 5 ___ De _I i _b_e_ r a_t_i v e ___ P r o c es s ___ ( D P) __________________________________________________ _J 

Lee 

From: Fontaine, Tim 
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 3:31 PM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Cc: Spraul, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov>; Best-Wong, Benita <Best-Wong.Benita@epa.gov>; Campbell, Ann 
<Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: OGC QFR Return w/ Comments: CAL 028-032 ("Clean Water Act Preemptive Vetoes") 
Importance: High 
Sensitivity: Confidential 

Lee, 

OGC has offered comments on three Calvert QFRs. Thought you would want to see the revisions. We will hold these until you have 
had a chance to review. 

Tim Fontaine 
EPA Office of Water 
(202) 564-0318 
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From: Woods, Terry 
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 2:16 PM 
To: Fontaine, Tim <Fontaine.Tim@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drummond, Laura <Drummond.Laura@epa.gov>; Spraul, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov>; King, RyanM <King.RyanM@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: OGC QFR Return w/ Comments: CAL 028-032 ("Clean Water Act Preemptive Vetoes") 
Importance: High 
Sensitivity: Confidential 

Hi Tim ..... 

Sorry here is the file. Thank you! 

Terry Woods 
Office of Water 
Resource Manogement Staff 
202-564-0326 

From: Grams, Bradley 
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 10:08 AM 
To: Drummond, Laura <Drummond.Laura@epa.gov>; Woods, Terry <Woods.Ter y@epa.gov>; King, RyanM 
<King.RyanM@epa.gov>; Spraul, Greg <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov> 
Cc: Villanueva, Edna <Villanueva.Edna@epa.gov>; Beg, Gui <Beg.Gul@epa.gov>; Cuscino, Glen <Cuscino.Glen@epa.gov> 
Subject: OGC QFR Return w/ Comments: CAL 028-032 ("Clean Water Act Preemptive Vetoes") 
Importance: High 
Sensitivity: Confidential 

Hello OW Colleagues: 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Thanks so much! 

Cheers, 

Bradley R. Grams, Senior Media Analyst 
Multi-Media Analysis Staff, Office of Budget 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW (Mail Code: 2732A) 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

P: +1 (202) 564-2692 
F: +1 (202) 564-1842 
E: grams.bradley@epa.gov 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Campbell, Ann[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=B8C25A0C2FB648B6A947694A8492311 E-CAMPBELL, ANN] 
Sent: Thur 4/5/2018 4:02:02 PM (UTC) 
_Subject: ____ _Fwd :_FY. 2019. President's. Bud{l.et_ HearinQ_Factsh_eets ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Lee, just flagging this for you. These are due today to OCFO. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fontaine, Tim" <Fontaine.Tim@epa.gov> 
Date: April 3, 2018 at 12:37:46 PM EDT 
To: "Forsgren, Lee" <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>, "Best-Wong, Benita" <Best-Won .Benita c e a. ov> 
Cc: "Giddings, Daniel" <giddings.daniel@epa.gov>, "Woods, Terry" <Woods.Terry@epa.gov>, "Spraul, 
Greg" <Spraul.Greg@epa.gov>, "Campbell, Ann" <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 
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Subject: FY 2019 President's Budget Hearing Factsheets 

Lee and Benita, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or the team with questions or follow up on the information enclosed. 

Best, 

Danny Giddings 
Resource Management Staff 
Office of Water 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202)-564-0320 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Risley, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=87 A934537 A26490DA444A899065E3E2A-DRISLEY] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:03:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nanc c: e a. ov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 2:03:31 PM EDT 
To: "Risley, David" <Risley.David@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne me a. ov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne c: e a. ov>, "Richardson, RobinH" 
<Richardson.RobinH c: e a. ov>, "Bowles, Jack" <Bowles.Jack@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Sven-Erik" <Kaiser.Sven
Erik@epa.gov>, "Borum, Denis" <Borum.Denis@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the 
Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 2:00 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site 

ED_002890_00017118-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

ED_002890_00017118-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



l.JS Environmental Protection Agency 

1 ~'.00 PF.mnsylvania Avenue Northvv,ist 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: 
From: 

Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 
Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) Sent: 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov]; Risley, David[Risley.David@epa.gov]; 
Spraul, Greg[Spraul.Greg@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPI ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241 F AB 18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 6:01 :54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:57 PM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the 

Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 

Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew 

Z. Leopold today signed a memo directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to 

resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed Determination, 

which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

'Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under 

the law to both the public and project proponents. We will reconsider whether the 

Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still appropriate in 

light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, 

which is a large volume of information that EPA did not have previously," said General 

Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke the well-understood Clean 

Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to 

ensure all potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and 

raised before any final decision on the permit can be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: 

https://www.epa.gov/ sites/ production/files/2019-06/ documents/pebblemine508. pdf 

U.S. Environmental Pro1ection J\gt~ncy 

·1200 Pennsylvania A.vi=rnue ~-lorthwest 

\.1\/ashinfJton, D.C. 20004 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:57:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 V\/ithdrawal of the Proposed Determination to l~e:strict Use of the, Pebble Deposit Are,a as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict 

Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold today signed a memo 

directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed 

Determination, which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

"Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under the law to both the public and 

project proponents. We will reconsider whether the Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still 

appropriate in light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, which is a large volume 

of information that EPA did not have previously," said General Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke 

the well-understood Clean Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to ensure all 

potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and raised before any final decision on the permit can 

be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/pebblemine508.pdf 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania A.venue 1·~orthvvest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

~ID 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Tue 6/25/2019 6:15:38 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Options and Considerations related to 404(q) MOA issue in 404 Pebble Mine letter 
Options and Considerations related to 404(q).docx 

Afternoon, Lee-attached is the briefing I mentioned in yesterday's email. 
Thanks, 
John 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 1:46 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <fotouhi.david@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Options and Considerations related to 404(q) MOA issue in 404 Pebble Mine letter 

Hi David, 

Attached is a paper developed by the 404 team that addresses options and considerations relating to the 404(q) MOA for the 404 

,-----~~-~~!E: __ fy!i_n._E: __ l_~!!~!.: __ ~-~--<:.~-~P_'.3_r_ed to previous briefing papers used, this paper includes i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 
l__ Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process_ (DP)_ pl ease I et us know if you have any q u esti ans. '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·" 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

ED_002890_00018175-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Forsgren, Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 6:46:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response 1-30-2019.docxADJG.DOCX 

For your review. I'm also walking over a hard copy. This now also reflects John's input. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 11:11 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry re: Pebble and has put together the attached proposed responses (see my suggested edits in track 
changes). This is due to the reporter tomorrow and I still need to run our final answers by OPA. 
Also, here's a bit more about this reporter's angle: 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing publicly 
available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as well. I am happy 
to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 q Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter! ~----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 
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Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

i i 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP} I 
i i 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia ~~~~~~=~ Press 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0.' 206-553-2160 e:[ E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP): 

Follow us on Twitter/ @!EP/,northwest· 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 

with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 

attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific North.w£.,t.:.5P..r.rtt/e_,_,, 
0: 206-553-2160 C: I. Ex. •.Pmonal Pnvacy(PP) j 
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Follow us on Twitter! ~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:] Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter!'@>EP/,northwest · 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 
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you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Forsgren, 
Lee[Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; Santell, Stephanie[Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 4: 10:32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response 1-30-2019.docxAD.docx 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry re: Pebble and has put together the attached proposed responses (see my suggested edits in track 
changes). This is due to the reporter tomorrow and I still need to run our final answers by OPA. 
Also, here's a bit more about this reporter's angle: 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing publicly 
available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as well. I am happy 
to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific NwtflWJ::.5L.5_r;:_gJt!.f ...... , 
0: 206-553-2160 C::_ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP)_! 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

! ! 
' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
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From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>; 

Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: !, Ex. •.Personal Pnvacy(PP)! 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 

with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 
attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: l. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy.(PP). J 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
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Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 
did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 
emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q: 206-553-2160 C:1_ Ex .. 6Personal Privacy(PP) .! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
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Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jackson, Ryan uackson.ryan@epa.gov] 

12/20/2018 4:33:09 AM 
Forsgren, Lee [Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov] 
19-000-1541_Collier Draft Letter.docx 

Attachments: 19-000-1541_Collier Draft Letter.docx; ATT0000l.txt 

Did you approve this to go out? 
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To: Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A0SSD7329DSB4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 5:03:49 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Come see me. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 11:11 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry re: Pebble and has put together the attached proposed responses (see my suggested edits in track 
changes). This is due to the reporter tomorrow and I still need to run our final answers by OPA. 
Also, here's a bit more about this reporter's angle: 

i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing publicly 
available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as well. I am happy 
to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor,th!N.e.sL_S.e.a.ttle.. ____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C:I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 
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Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia ~~~~~~=~ Press 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 d Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter7 @!EP/1northwe

0

st 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 

with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 

attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
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Follow us on Twitter! ~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest -_Seattle ___ _ 
0: 206-553-2160 (j Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter} @EP/,northwes/ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 
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you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Willey, Katharine[willey.katharine@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi.David@epa.gov[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 11 :04:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: 
Edits to DRAFT factsheet regarding consideration of withdrawal 6.24.19.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: June 26, 2019 at 8:22:24 AM EDT 
To: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Here's a clean version of the factsheet draft I sent to OPA yesterday. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
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Message 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

6/25/2019 11:35:15 PM 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
FW: Memo to RlO 

Attachments: EDIT Suspension directive v2019-06-24.docx 

Matt: 

Justin reviewed the draft memo to RlO and made the suggestions in the attached. Are you interested in adopting any of 
them? 

Thanks, 

David 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david(cD,epa.qov 
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Message 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

6/19/2019 12:36:59 AM 
Schwab, Justin [schwab.justin@epa.gov] 
FW: DRAFT memo to RlO 

Attachments: Suspension directive.docx 

F 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.qov 

From: Fotouhi, David 

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 8:36 PM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Subject: DRAFT memo to RlO 

DELIBERATIVE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Matt: Please see the attached draft; let me know if you have any questions or edits. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.qov 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=4ESCDF09A3924DADA6D322C6794CC4FA-LEOPOLD, MA] 
Sent: Tue 8/6/2019 9:59:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: First draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine - as requested 

Thank you. 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 4:06 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: First draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine - as requested 
Importance: High 

Hi, Matt. As requested and for your information, attached is the point-by-point draft response mentioned in our meeting today 
(see especially the attachment to the draft response letter). Also attaching the incoming request. 
We will keep you posted on the new draft of a response that we will work on with the information quality staff. 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 
to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The_ proposed . review sch e d u I e. is_: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
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i i 
i i 
i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
' ' i i 
i i 

!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Schwab, 
Justin[Schwab.Justin@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Fri 1/26/2018 3:12:39 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol 
Final BB FRN no withdrawal decision 1-25-18.docx 

Here's the last draft I saw. [·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex._ 5_ Deliberative _Process_ (DP)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Friday, January 26, 2018 10:08 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Veney, Carla 
<Veney.Carla@epa.gov>; Schwab, Justin <Schwab.Justin@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol 

Okay, thank you L_ __________________________________________________________________________ Ex_._ 5 _ De l_i berati ve __ Process _ (DP) __________________________________________________________________________ __.! 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 26, 2018, at 10:03 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

! _____________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De Ii be rative __ Process_ (_DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-] 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Friday, January 26, 2018 10:02 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Veney, Carla 
<Veney.Carla@epa.gov>; Schwab, Justin <Schwab.Justin@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol 

Could you please send me the current draft? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 26, 2018, at 9:51 AM, Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 

Sounds good. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
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Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Friday, January 26, 2018 9:36 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Veney, Carla 
<Veney.Carla@epa.gov>; Schwab, Justin <Schwab.Justin@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol 

Can we talk for first 15 minutes and the bring in others at 11? 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 26, 2018, at 9:34 AM, Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> wrote: 

Yes. ! _____________________________ Ex. ·-5 -· De I i _be ra t_i_v e ·-Process ___ ( DP_)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· I 
Sent from my iPhone 

Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jan 26, 2018, at 9:18 AM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

David Fotouhi 

Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 
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To: Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov] 
Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Beach, 
Christopher[beach.christopher@epa.gov]; Mcfaul, Jessica[mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov]; Schiermeyer, 
Corry[schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov] 
From: Willey, Katharine[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B62280CA8B184930814F27E4904CD17B-WILLEY, KAT] 
Sent: Fri 8/2/2019 7:00:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Looks good to me but we need sign off from Matt or David. 

On Aug 2, 2019, at 2:54 PM, Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael c e 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2019 2:37 PM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mdaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry 
<schiermeyer.cor y@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Devine, Curt <CurtDevine@cnn.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2019 1:11 PM 
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To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Hackel, Angela <Hackel.Angela@epa.gov> 

Cc: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: CNN questions for Pebble Mine report Monday 

Hi Michael, Angela and colleagues, 

CNN is preparing a report for broadcast and digital publication about EPA's decision to withdraw from 

the proposed determination related to the proposed Pebble Mine. We would appreciate answers to the 
following questions by Monday at 1pm. Please feel free to call us to discuss any aspect of this. 

• Did the White House direct the EPA to withdraw from this proposed determination on June 26 

and/or June 27? If so, when specifically? If not, has the EPA consulted with the White House about 

this decision? If so, when and in what capacity? 

• How does EPA respond to the characterization from EPA insiders as well as former EPA officials 

who have told us this decision appears driven by politics rather than scientific findings about the 

mine's environmental impact on this area? 

• Upon restoring the special protections for Bristol Bay last year (January 26, 2018), an EPA press 

release made it clear the Pebble project could still apply for a permit, but included this statement: 
"their permit application must clear a high bar, because EPA believes the risk to Bristol Bay may be 

unacceptable." Does EPA still believe the permit application must clear a high bar? 

• We understand that EPA's decision to withdraw from the proposed determination was based in 

part on the notion that, "there is new information that has been generated since 2014, including 

information and preliminary conclusions in the Corps' DEIS, that conflict with EPA's Proposed 

Determination," yet EPA regional administrator Chris Hladick also wrote in a letter sent on July 1 
that the Army Corps' DEIS "likely underestimates impacts and risks" of the mine on the region's 

water and air quality. If the EPA believes the Army Carp's draft report underestimates impacts and 
risks, why is the EPA using this information in its justification for withdrawing the proposed 

determination? 

• What might EPA learn about a mine's environmental impacts on this region that were not 

learned during the three years of peer-reviewed study prior to the 2014 proposed determination? 

Thank you very much, 

Curt Devine 

CNN, Washington 

curt.devine@cnn.com 
202-515-2862 

I-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• • 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i ( ce 11) 
. ' L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :32:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For your review: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice 

Thank you Heidi for your excellent and swift work! 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 7:23 PM, Nalven, Heidi wrote: 

)\i1att.and_Oa\lid.:::-_Attad1ed.is..tbe..lates.L\lersi.no._of.tb..e..dr.a~with.dcawa.L.natice..f.ouLour_reYi.ew. •. Jn.this._\/er.sio.ol_::.:~~'.;~'.'..'.':.".'-".~~'.'.'.~.'~:~_j 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 

[ ____ ' ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. __ 5 _De I i_be rative _Process_ (DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 1h a~ ks, 
Heidi 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_ l 8July2019. docx> 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 9:37:24 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review: draft outline for revised withdrawal notice 
Draft - revised outline of withdrawal notice 7.17.19.docx 

David/Steve -Attached is a draft outline for the revised withdrawal notice based on Matt's feedback yesterday. Once I hear from 

you, 1 will start redrafting. In the meantime,! ________________ Ex._ 5 __ Del_i_berative __ Process __ (DP) ____________ ___i 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :23:49 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 

Matt and David -Attached is the latest version of the draft withdrawal notice for your review. In this versioni Ex. s Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1-·-·" 

l_• ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. __ 5 _De l_i be rati ve _Process_ (DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· : Than ks, Heidi · 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 

7/29/2019 4:45:49 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David 

[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Subject: Draft PD Withdrawal 

Chris has a couple comments. We will send those along as soon as we can. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional counsel 
us EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 5:55:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review: Current working draft of Pebble Mine withdrawal notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
Withdrawal of Proposed Rules Primer.docx 
Draft FD comparison.docx 

Hi David -

Attached is the current working version of the withdrawal notice. As you will see, there are a few areas I am still trying to sort 
through. I am also seeking your feedback in a few places. In particular, i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~•-·-. 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) !once I add that in, 1 plan to 
'-·-drcufate· a draft for· tecnnicaf" program-staffreview. ·ram· not" sure of tfieir scheduf es· altfiough the·y generally know something is 

coming for review. Given this, do you have a sense of the schedule here? Based on last week's meeting, we have been working 
towards getting Matt a revised version for Friday.! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

! _________________________________________________________________ Ex. ____ 5 ___ D e I_ i be r a_t i_v_e ___ P r o c e s_s ___ (_ D P_) _______________________________________________________________ i 
In the meantime, I am going to continue working through the issues. Please let us know if you have questions or if you prefer to 
meet tomorrow to discuss this draft. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 7/8/2019 5:07:19 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

That should be doable. Ashley Palomaki in RlO has done a good first draft so we will be working from that this week. 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Monday, July 08, 2019 12:43 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

I've spoken again to Matt about timing. He would like a draft for his review in his folder on Thursday evening. Could I see a draft 

by midday on Thursday? 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2019 4:18 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

I believe Heidi is out tomorrow through the week, and she has been busy on pebble and montana brief so hasn't turned to this yet. 
We had talked about either a draft or a built out outline 

As for timing it depends on what Matt wants. I talked with Heidi and by Wednesday whatever she provided would be a rough draft 
that carrie and I will not have reviewed. 

! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2019 3:25 PM 
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To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

I spoke with Matt about this, and he'd like to see a first draft by COB Wednesday the 10th. Let me know if that's feasible. Please 
feel free to loop in Ashley in ORC to assist with research, drafting, and/or comment review. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 27, 2019, at 4:44 PM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Consulted with Heidi and would July 12 be soon enough? That would provide more time after Heidi's leave to do 

some analysis and drafting and discussion within WLO. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 27, 2019, at 1:44 PM, Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT 

Steve, Carrie, Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Fri 8/9/2019 1 :25:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: BBWA Request for Correction - Follow-up 
Bristol Bay. response to CEI RFC.docx 
Bristol Bay. response to CEI RFC.redline pfh.docx 

Hi, David. Here's a red line and clean version of the revised response to the CEI request for correction on BBWA/PD relating to 
Pebble Mine. Do you want to review before I send it to Matt? 
Has been reviewed by Heidi, Palmer and Tracy Sheppard (discussed with OEI staff and sent to them for review but have not heard 
back from them). 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2019 11:02 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

Hi Matt, 
I have been advised to coordinate with you on this response we've developed for CEI concerning the BBWA request for correction. 

I would be most grateful for your input as we try to get this note out this week. 
Thanks, 
Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 9:04 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

FYI 

Sharon Gonder I Acting Deputy Office Director 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Office of Mission Support I U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-5256 I gonder.sharon@epa.gov 

From: Noga, Vaughn <Noga.Vaughn@EPA.GOV> 
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Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2019 7:48 AM 

To: Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov>; Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wells, Jeffrey <Wells.jeffrey@epa.gov> 

Subject: BBWA Follow-up 

All, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Thank you 

Vaughn 

Vaughn Noga, Chief Information Officer 

and Deputy Assistant Administrator for Environmental Information 

Office of Mission Support 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington DC 20460 

ED_002890_00033782-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Cody, Meredith[cody.meredith@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 7:11:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen ? 

We_ have_ I oo ked at the I a ng_u age and w i I_ I _Ii ke I y _suggest ! ___________________________________________ Ex._ 5 De Ii be rati ve_ Process (DP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
! _______ Ex. __ 5 __ De_liberative __ P_rocess__(DP) ___ __j 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:35 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen? 

Hi Steve, 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 
i i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

This morning I talked this through with Heidi and Carrie. While this is arising in the context of a specific email below,[ Ex. 5 AC/DP! 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j·-·-

Ex. SAC/DP 
! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Sound ok? 

ED_002890_00033926-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. If you can only answer 
some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these issues, but to me it seems the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-~~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Wed 8/14/2019 12:21 :27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: BBWA Request for Correction - Follow-up 

Great, thanks! 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 7:04 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BBWA Request for Correction - Follow-up 

Matt and I are good with the draft as edited. Thank you. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019 8:20 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BBWA Request for Correction - Follow-up 

FYI, OEI has also signed off on the draft I sent Friday- they are holding for signature until I get a thumbs up from you (and Matt, if 
necessary). Thanks. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Friday, August 09, 2019 9:25 AM 
To: Fotouhi, David <fotouhi.david@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Steven Neugeboren <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BBWA Request for Correction - Follow-up 

Hi, David. Here's a red line and clean version of the revised response to the CEI request for correction on BBWA/PD relating to 
Pebble Mine. Do you want to review before I send it to Matt? 
Has been reviewed by Heidi, Palmer and Tracy Sheppard (discussed with OEI staff and sent to them for review but have not heard 
back from them). 
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Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2019 11:02 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

Hi Matt, 

I have been advised to coordinate with you on this response we've developed for CEI concerning the BBWA request for correction. 
I would be most grateful for your input as we try to get this note out this week. 

Thanks, 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 9:04 AM 

To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

FYI 

Sharon Gonder I Acting Deputy Office Director 

Office of Enterprise Information Programs 

Office of Mission Support I U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(202) 564-5256 I gonder.sharon@epa.gov 

From: Noga, Vaughn <Noga.Vaughn@EPA.GOV> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2019 7:48 AM 
To: Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov>; Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wells, Jeffrey <Wells.jeffrey@epa.gov> 

Subject: BBWA Follow-up 

All, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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! _____________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 ___ De_ I i be_ rat iv e __ P _r o c es s ___ { _D P) --------------------------------------------------- ! 
Thank you 

Vaughn 

Vaughn Noga, Chief Information Officer 

and Deputy Assistant Administrator for Environmental Information 
Office of Mission Support 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington DC 20460 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
From: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=4ESCDF09A3924DADA6D322C6794CC4FA-LEOPOLD, MA] 
Sent: Tue 8/13/2019 3:06:24 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Question About Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal 

Please handle as appropriate. 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Andy Wink <andy@bbrsda.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 9:49 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Cc: [ __________________________________________________ Ex. _ 6 _ Person a I _Privacy _(_PP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_i 

Subject: Question About Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal 

Dear Mr. Leopold, 

I sent you a letter last week and wanted to confirm you received it. Also, I had a question about what the withdrawal of the PD 
means. Is it possible that the EPA might consider reinstating the Proposed Determination at some point in the future, and if so, 
would the entire assessment/process need to be re-done? 

Andy Wink 

Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
P.O. Box 6386 I Sitka, AK 99835 
Direct: 907.677.2374 I Main: 907.677.2371 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
From: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=4ESCDF09A3924DADA6D322C6794CC4FA-LEOPOLD, MA] 
Sent: Tue 8/13/2019 3:05:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 
BBRSDA-404c-PD-withdrawal-letter.pdf 

Please handle as appropriate. 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Andy Wink <andy@bbrsda.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 3:06 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Ross, David <Ross.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 

Dear Mr. Leopold, 

The BBRSDA represents commercial fishermen who work in Bristol Bay, Alaska. We respectfully object to the EPA's decision to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination (PD) for protections of Bristol Bay waters under 404(c) authority. As our organization 
submitted comments regarding the PD, we are afforded an opportunity to respond to the withdrawal decision as a matter of public 
record. Please file the attached letter and this email correspondence as necessary. 

Kindest regards, 

Andy Wink 

Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
P.O. Box 6386 I Sitka, AK 99835 
Direct: 907.677.2374 I Main: 907.677.2371 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, 
David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Thur 8/8/2019 5:45:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: BBWA Follow-up 

thanks carrie. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 12:31 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BBWA Follow-up 

Yes, can you take a stab at the revisions. Thanks 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 12:09 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2019 11:02 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 
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Hi Matt, 
I have been advised to coordinate with you on this response we've developed for CEI concerning the BBWA request for correction. 

I would be most grateful for your input as we try to get this note out this week. 

Thanks, 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 9:04 AM 

To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

FYI 

Sharon Gonder I Acting Deputy Office Director 

Office of Enterprise Information Programs 

Office of Mission Support I U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-5256 I gonder.sharon@epa.gov 

From: Noga, Vaughn <Noga.Vaughn@EPA.GOV> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2019 7:48 AM 

To: Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov>; Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wells, Jeffrey <Wells.jeffrey@epa.gov> 

Subject: BBWA Follow-up 

All, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Thank you 

Vaughn 

Vaughn Noga, Chief Information Officer 
and Deputy Assistant Administrator for Environmental Information 

Office of Mission Support 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington DC 20460 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schwab, Justin[schwab.justin@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A917 4B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
Sent: Fri 9/14/2018 12:31 :45 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft straw-man timeline for withdrawal of Proposed Determination 
Draft straw timeline to propose withdrawal of EPA.docx 

DELIBERATIVE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Matt: 

I've drafted the attached straw-man timelinei Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i Please 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

let me know if you have any feedback before I share a copy with Ryan. Copying Justin for his thoughts and suggestions. 

Best, 

David 

David Fotouhi 

Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
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To: Willey, Katharine[willey.katharine@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A917 4B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/201911:06:34 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: FRN 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072919 nits ACP .docx 
ATT00001.htm 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 

From: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:41 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 
<Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Brown, Leah 
<Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: FRN 

Matt, Chris, and Lee -

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

/\!!?.!=_~E:.9 __ i_s __ !_~~--f_i_r:!~.L9_r_a_f!_<?.f.!!i_E: __ ~i!b.9!~-~~-l __ ~g!i~-~-~~at includes edits requested by Chris.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
l_ ___________ Ex._ 5 _ De_l i be_rative _Process_ (DP) ____________ : '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Ashley is working on formatting the document and cleaning it up for publication. Please let me know if you have any other edits or 
questions. If not, we can print it for Chris's signature either later today or early in the morning Pacific Time. 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A917 4B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
Sent: Mon 6/17/201911:12:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay R10/HQ Policy Briefing #3 
June 10 Briefing Paper - FINALdocx 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 
<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Bolen, Brittany <bolen.brittany@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 
Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, 
Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov>; 
Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Schwab, Justin <Schwab.Justin@epa.gov>; 
LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Blackmond, Vicky <Blackmond.Vicky@epa.gov>; Haskins, Antonio 
<Haskins.Antonio@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Inge, Carolyn 
<lnge.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Schaedle, Candi <Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov>; Kime, Robin 
<Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) <lovell.william@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami 
<Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Jefferson, Tricia <Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 

DELIBERATIVE-DO NOT RELEASE 

All -- Attached please find a briefing paper to help guide today's discussion on the draft 404 and DEIS comment letters. I will have 

hard copies to distribute for those in Seattle. 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

-----Original Appointment-----

From: Canino, Joyce Lynn T. On Behalf Of Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2019 3:33 PM 
To: Hladick, Christopher; Leopold, Matt (OGC); Fotouhi, David; Forsgren, Lee; Bolen, Brittany 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Allnutt, David; Goodin, John; Tomiak, Robert; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Stern, 
Allyn; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Palomaki, Ashley; McGrath, Patricia; Vaughan, Molly; Hough, Palmer; Detwiler, Susan K.; Nogi, Jill; 
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Peterson, Erik; Szerlog, Michael; Barnhart, Megan; Hoppe, Allison; Marshall, Tom; Schwab, Justin; LaCroix, Matthew; Blackmond, 
Vicky; Haskins, Antonio; Opalski, Dan; Chung, Angela; Inge, Carolyn; Fordham, Tami; Schaedle, Candi; Kime, Robin; Lovell, Will 
(William); Frazer, Brian; Grandinetti, Cami; Jefferson, Tricia 
Subject: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (Location Update) 
When: Monday, June 10, 2019 11:00 AM-12:30 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4045/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC; R10Sea-Room-21Umatilla-Expand/R10-Rooms-Service-Center; R10Sea-RoomSup-
21DNSU-VTC1-Setup 

VTC will be available in the following locations: 

ARN 

RTP will open the conference line for those not able to attend via VTC. Please use the call in number below to be 

connected . ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
' ' Conference j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-l-._·_·_·_· _________________________________ ! 

Code {_Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) .i 

HQ POC: John Mutz, 202-564-8043 
Rl0 POC: Erik Petersen, 206-553-6382 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A917 4B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 7:13:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For your review: Current working draft of Pebble Mine withdrawal notice 

Thanks, Heidi. I will take a look now. Matt is aiming to sign on Friday; I'll let you know if that changes. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 1:56 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review: Current working draft of Pebble Mine withdrawal notice 

Hi David -

Attached is the current working version of the withdrawal notice. As you will see, there are a few areas I am still trying to sort 

through. I am also seeking your feedback in a few places. In particularj Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I· 
j_-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) pnce I add that in, 1 plan to 
' circulate a draft for technical program staff review. I am not sure of their schedules although they generally know something is 

coming for review. Given this, do you have a sens_~_<?.f.!b_~ __ s_c_b~_9_u._1~.b-~~~-? __ .!3-<!~~9 __ 9._n._.!~-~-!.-~~-~~'_s __ !l)_~-~1i!1_g1-~~--b.~.Y.~--~-~~-~-~<?t~!~_g _______ _ 
towards getting Matt a revised version for Friday; Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

! ________________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 ___ D e_ I i _b_e rat iv e ___ P_ r o c es s ___ ( D_ P ) ______________________________________________________________ ___! 

In the meantime, I am going to continue working through the issues. Please let us know if you have questions or if you prefer to 
meet tomorrow to discuss this draft. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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Message 

From: Fotouhi, David [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A9174B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 

Sent: 6/12/2019 11:37:45 PM 

To: Schwab, Justin [schwab.justin@epa.gov] 

Attachments: 2018-04092.pdf; suspension.docx 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.aov 
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8668 Federal Register/Vol. 83, No. 40/Wednesday, February 28, 2018/Notices 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[EPA-R10-OW-2017--0369; FRL 9974-52-
Region 10] 

Notification of Decision Not To 
Withdraw Proposed Determination To 
Restrict the Use of an Area as a 
Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, 
Southwest Alaska 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Administrator and Region 10 Regional 
Administrator are announcing the EPA's 
decision not to withdraw at this time 
the EPA Region 10 July 2014 Proposed 
Determination that was issued pursuant 
to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act 
and EP A's implementing regulations. 
Today's notice suspends tho proceeding 
to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination and leaves that 
Determination in place pending further 
consideration by the Agency of 
information that is relevant to the 
protection of the world-class fisheries 
contained in the Bristol Bay watershed. 
The Agency intends at a future time to 
solicit public comment on what further 
steps, if any, the Agency should take 
under Section 404(c) to prevent 
unacceptable adverse effects to the 
watershed's abundant and valuable 
fishery resources in light of the permit 
application that has now been 
submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Visit 
wv.'w.epa.gov/bristolbay or contact a 
Bristol Bay-specific phone line, (206) 
553-0040, or email address, 
r1 Obristolbay@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. General Information 

A. How to Obtain a Copy of the 
Proposed Determination: The July 2014 
Proposed Determination is available via 
the internet on the EPA Region 10 
Bristol Bay site at w111w.epa.gov/ 
bristol bay. 

B. How to Obtain a Copy of the 
Settlement Agreement: The May 11, 
2017, settlement agreement is available 
via the internet on the EPA Region 10 
Bristol Bay site at www.epa.gov/ 
bristolbav. 

C. Hai;, to Obtain a Copy of the 
Proposal to Withdraw the Proposed 
Determination: The July 2017 proposal 
to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination is available via the 
internet on the EPA Region 10 Bristol 
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Bay site at www.epa.gov/bristolbay. 
Information regarding the proposal to 
withdraw can also be found in the 
docket for this effort at 
www.regulations.gov, see docket ID No. 
EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369 or use the 
following link: https:I I 
www.regulations.gov/ docket?D=EP A
Rl 0-OW-2017-0369. 

II. Background 
On July 19, 2017, EPA Region 10 

published in the Federal Register (82 
FR 33123) a notice of a proposal to 
withdraw its July 2014 Proposed 
Determination under section 404(c) of 
the Clean Water Act (CWA) to restrict 
the use of certain waters in the South 
Fork Koktuli River, North Fork Koktuli 
River, and Upper Talarik Creek 
watersheds (located within the larger 
Bristol Bay watershed) as disposal sites 
for dredged or fill material associated 
with mining the Pebble deposit, a 
copper-, gold- and molybdenum-bearing 
ore body. A Proposed Determination is 
the second step in EP A's four-step CW A 
Section 404(c) review process of: (1) 
Initiation, (2) Proposed Determination, 
(3) Recommended Determination, and 
(4) Final Determination (40 CFR part 
231). 

The July 19, 2017 (82 FR 33123), 
notice opened a public comment period 
that closed on October 17, 2017. EPA 
held two public hearings in the Bristol 
Bay watershed during the week of 
October 9, 2017. EPA also consulted 
with federally recognized tribal 
governments from the Bristol Bay region 
and Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act (ANCSA) Regional and Village 
Corporations with lands in the Bristol 
Bay watershed on the Agency's proposal 
to withdraw. 

EPA agreed to initiate a process to 
propose to withdraw the 2014 Proposed 
Determination as part of a May 11, 2017, 
settlement agreement with tho Pebble 
Limited Partnership (PLP), whose 
subsidiaries own the mineral claims to 
the Pebble deposit. The settlement 
agreement resolved all of PLP's 
outstanding lawsuits against EPA. Also 
under the terms of the settlement 
agreement, Rogian 10 may not forward 
a signed Recommended Determination, 
if such a decision is made, before either 
May 11, 2021, or until EPA provides 
public notice of a final Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) issued by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) 
on PLP's CWA Section 404 permit 
application regarding the Pebble 
deposit, whichever comes first. For a 
link to a copy of the settlement 
agreement, see Section I of this notice. 

In its July 19, 2017, notice and during 
the concurrent tribal and ANCSA 

Corporation consultation periods, EPA 
defined the scope of the input it was 
seeking on its proposal to withdraw. 
Specifically, EPA sought public 
comment and tribal and ANCSA 
Corporation input on three reasons 
underlying its proposed withdrawal. 
EPA's reasons were that withdrawing 
the Proposed Determination now would: 

1. Provide PLP with additional time to 
submit a section 404 permit application 
to the Corps, 

2. Remove any uncertainty, real or 
perceived, about PLP's ability to submit 
a permit application and have that 
permit application reviewed, and 

3. Allow the factual record regarding 
any forthcoming permit application to 
develop. 

In addition to seeking comment on 
whether to withdraw the July 2014 
Proposed Determination at this time for 
the reasons stated above, in the event 
that the final decision was to withdraw 
the Proposed Determination, EPA also 
sought comment on whether the 
Administrator should review and 
reconsider the withdrawal decision 
consistent with 40 CFR 231.5(c). 

III. Summary of Input From Public 
Comment, Tribal Consultation, and 
ANCSA Corporation Consultation 
Periods 

During the public comment period, 
EPA received more than one million 
public comments regarding its proposal 
to withdraw. An overwhelming majority 
of these commenters expressed 
opposition to withdrawal of the 
Proposed Determination. EPA also held 
two public hearings in the Bristol Bay 
watershed on the proposal to withdraw; 
approximately 200 people participated 
in the hearings. Of tho 119 participants 
who testified, an overwhelming majority 
also expressed opposition to withdrawal 
of the Proposed Determination. 
Similarly, the vast majority of tribal 
governments and ANCSA Corporation 
shareholders who consulted with EPA 
expressed opposition to the proposed 
withdrawal. The public comments, 
transcripts from the public hearings, 
and summaries of the tribal and ANCSA 
Corporation consultations can be found 
in the docket for this effort; see Section 
I of this notice for information on how 
to access this docket. 

A. Comments Opposing Withdrawal 
That Were Within the Scope of EPA's 
July 2017 Notice 

A large number of commenters 
expressed opposition to the proposal to 
withdraw. Commenters stated that 
withdrawal of the Proposed 
Determination is not necessary to allow 
for PLP to submit its permit application 
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because nothing in the regulations 
prevents PLP from submitting a permit 
application while a section 404(c) 
review is ongoing. Other commenters 
indicated that regardless of whether the 
Proposed Determination is withdrawn, 
other provisions of the settlement 
agreement pause EPA's section 404(c) 
review and provide PLP with additional 
time to submit its permit application 
and allow that permit application to be 
reviewed by the Corps. EPA received 
many comments noting that withdrawal 
of the Proposed Determination is not 
necessary to ensure that the Corps' 404 
permit and National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) review processes 
proceed. The applicable regulations 
prevent the Corps from issuing a final 
permit decision for a project while a 
section 404(c) review is ongoing (33 
CFR 323.6(b) and 40 CFR 231.3(a)(2)), 
but affirmatively provide that the Corps 
will continue to complete its 
administrative processing of PLP's 
permit application, including final 
coordination with EPA under 33 CFR 
part 325, while EPA's section 404(c) 
review is underway. 

Commenters also stated that it is not 
necessary to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination in order to allow the 
factual record associated with a permit 
application from PLP to develop 
because nothing in the statute, its 
implementing regulations, or the 
Proposed Determination preclude PLP 
from submitting a permit application 
and the Corps from reviewing that 
application. In addition, some 
commenters stated that the Proposed 
Determination is supported by a 
sufficient factual record that does not 
need further development. 

Commenters also noted that there is 
precedent for EPA leaving a Proposed 
Determination in place while it awaits 
additional project-related information 
and cited EPA's section 404(c) review 
process relating to the Pama Dam 
project where EPA kept its Proposed 
Determination in place pending 
completion and review of additional 
information and analysis by the project 
proponent. 1 Commenters also noted that 
EP A's section 404(c) regulations allow it 
to extend the timeframes for section 
404(c) decisions for "good cause" (40 
CFR 231.8) and argued that EPA has 
good cause in this case to extend the 
specific time period at 40 CFR 231.5(a) 
for the Regional Administrator to decide 
whether to withdraw a Proposed 
Determination or prepare a 
Recommended Determination (which is 
the next step in the section 404(c) 
review process). Commenters also noted 

1 54 FR 30599 (July 21, 1989). 
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that when EPA first initiated its section 
404(c) action in February 2014, PLP told 
EPA that it supported pausing EP A's 
section 404(c) review process for "good 
cause" pursuant to 40 CFR 231.8 to 
allow time for it to submit its permit 
application and for that application to 
be reviewed. 2 

Commenters also asserted that EPA's 
July 2017 notice was inappropriately 
limited to process and policy arguments 
and did not adequately consider the 
underlying scientific and technical 
record in the July 2014 Proposed 
Determination. 

B. Comments Supporting Withdrawal 
That Were Within the Scope of EPA's 
July 2017 Notice 

Commenters in support of withdrawal 
of the Proposed Determination indicated 
that EPA preemptively issued its 
Proposed Determination before PLP 
submitted a permit application or the 
Corps initiated the NEPA review 
process. These commenters stated that 
this was an overreach by EPA and that 
it denied PLP due process. Commenters 
felt that the Section 404 permitting 
process should be allowed to proceed, 
which would allow future decisions to 
be made based on the permit 
application materials, related mitigation 
strategies, and NEPA review. 
Commenters stated that this would 
allow the Agency to examine all 
possible merits of a project, as well as 
potential environmental impacts, 
through an EIS. Commenters noted that 
the NEPA process considers the views 
of a much broader group of constituents, 
including the Secretary of the Interior, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, State Historic 
Preservation Office, and the Coast 
Guard. 

Some commenters asserted that EPA 
does not have the authority to initiate 
the section 404(c) process or issue a 
Proposed Determination in the absence 
of a permit application. In addition, 
some commenters indicated that, in 
their view, withdrawing the Proposed 
Determination was necessary in order 
for the Corps to accept and review a 
permit application from PLP and 
conduct the NEPA review process. 

Commenters also expressed a belief 
that the issuance of the Proposed 
Determination prevents the 
development of a full record by stifling 
the extensive permitting process that 
would be required to permit a mine of 
this scale, including local, state, and 
federal permits. They noted that the 

2 Letter from Tom Collier, CEO, PLP to Dennis 
McLerran, former EPA RlD Regional Administrator, 
(March 11, 2014). 

permit application will provide 
comprehensive, site-specific data and 
alternatives analysis, and that the 
process will ensure a rigorous review, 
including development of an EIS, and 
consideration of mitigation strategies. 
Several commenters stated that the fate 
of the project should not be decided 
without consideration of the full social, 
economic, and environmental impacts, 
which would occur during permit 
review. 

Many of the other reasons offered by 
commenters in support of the 
withdrawal revolved around their 
policy view that EPA should not take a 
section 404(c) action in advance of the 
filing of a permit application because 
such an action would have negative 
repercussions for the business and 
investing community. Commenters 
noted that maintaining the integrity of 
the existing regulatory review process 
and ensuring due process for all projects 
is important to Alaska's economy for 
future investment in natural resource 
development. 

C. Comments Received That Were 
Outside the Scope of EPA's July 2017 
Notice 

EPA received comments regarding the 
specific scientific and technical record 
underlying the Proposed Determination 
and subsequent public process. Certain 
commenters expressed support for the 
analysis conducted as part of EPA's 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
(BBWA) completed in 2014 (for more 
information regarding the BBWA see: 
www.epa.gov/bristolbay), which these 
commenters indicated did not support 
withdrawal of the Proposed 
Determination. Other commenters 
argued that the BBW A was flawed and 
should not be a basis for agency 
decision making. EPA also received 
comments relating to economic value of 
a potential mine and metals to be mined 
as a general matter and the potential 
value of the mine for the local and 
national economy. 

EPA also received comments 
regarding the amount of public input 
relating to this issue as a general matter 
and the amount of resources that both 
EPA and stakeholders have expended 
on Bristol Bay-related issues associated 
with mining of the Pebble deposit. 
Comments also focused on the 
ecological, cultural, and economic value 
of Bristol Bay's fishery resources, and 
potential environmen.tal, cultural, and 
economic harms to these and other 
resources associated with potential 
mining activity. 
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IV. Recent Developments 

Since the close of the public 
comment, tribal consultation, and 
ANCSA Corporation consultation 
periods on October 17, 2017, there have 
been a number of other relevant 
developments. On December 22, 2017, 
PLP submitted a section 404 permit 
application to the Corps that proposes to 
develop a mine at the Pebble deposit. 
On January 5, 2018, the Corps issued a 
public notice that provides PLP's permit 
application to the public and states that 
an EIS will be required as part of its 
permit review process consistent with 
NEPA. The Corps also invited relevant 
federal and state agencies to be 
cooperating agencies on the 
development of this EIS. 

Since PLP has now submitted its 
CWA Section 404 permit application to 
the Corps regarding the Pebble deposit, 
Region 10 will not forward a signed 
Recommended Determination, if such a 
decision is made, before either May 11, 
2021, or public notice of a final EIS on 
PLP's Section 404 permit application 
regarding the Pebble deposit, whichever 
comes first. 

V. Conclusions 

In making its decision regarding 
whether to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination at this time, EPA 
considered its relevant statutory 
authority, applicable regulations, and 
the input it received as part of the tribal 
consultation, ANCSA consultation, and 
public comment periods regarding the 
Agency's reasons for its proposing 
withdrawal as well as the recent 
developments. 

1. Additional time to submit Section 
404 permit application and initiate 
permit review. As several commenters 
noted, PLP has had the ability as a legal 
matter to submit a permit application 
while a section 404(c) review is 
ongoing. In fact, PLP submitted its 
application on December 22, 2017, 
notwithstanding the pending section 
404(c) review and existing Proposed 
Determination, and the Corps issued a 
public notice that provides PLP's permit 
application to the public and states that 
an EIS will be required as part of its 
permit review process consistent with 
NEPA. As a result, withdrawal of the 
Proposed Determination at this time is 
not necessary to provide PLP with 
additional time to submit a section 404 
permit application to the Corps and 
potentially allow the Corps permitting 
process to initiate. 

2. Remove uncertainty regarding 
PLP's ability to submit Section 404 
permit appiication and have it 
reviewed. As many commenters pointed 
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out and as EPA noted in its proposal, 
the Corps' regulations allow it to accept, 
review, and process a permit 
application for a proposed project even 
if EPA has an ongoing section 404(c) 
review for that project. In addition, 
since PLP has now submitted its permit 
application to the Corps regarding the 
Pebble deposit and the Corps has 
initiated its permit review process and 
begun taking steps to initiate 
development of an EIS for this project, 
any potential uncertainty about PLP's 
ability to submit a permit application 
and have that permit application 
reviewed by the Corps has been 
resolved. The Corps' regulations state 
that it will continue to complete its 
administrative processing of a permit 
application for a proposed project if 
EPA has an ongoing section 404(c) 
review for that project. While the Corps 
cannot issue a final decision on the 
permit application while a section 
404(c) process remains open and 
unresolved (33 CFR 323.6(b)), in this 
case, such a decision is likely a number 
of years away. Therefore, this reason to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination 
at this time is no longer applicable. 

3. Allow factual record for Section 
404 permit application to develop. As 
previously noted, the Corps has already 
initiated its permit review process for 
PLP's application. Even if EPA leaves 
the Proposed Determination in place at 
this time, EPA will provide PLP with 
nearly three and a half years (unless a 
final EIS for the project is noticed 
sooner) to advance through the permit 
review process before Region 10 could 
forward a signed Recommended 
Determination to EPA Headquarters, if 
such a decision is made. Thus, in light 
of EPA' s forbearance from proceeding to 
the next step of the section 404(c) 
process until a later time as described 
above, EPA concludes that the factual 
record regarding the permit application 
can develop notwithstanding the 
Proposed Determination. EPA has 
discretion to consider that factual record 
after it has been further developed 
before Region 10 determines whether to 
forward a signed Recommended 
Determination to EPA Headquarters 
and, if such a decision is made, to 
determine the contents of such a 
Recommended Determination. As such, 
this reason does not support withdrawal 
of the Proposed Determination at this 
time. 

Further, in light of recent 
developments and the framework 
outlined in the settlement agreement, 
many of the key concerns raised by 
those who supported withdrawal have 
already been resolved, even while the 
Proposed Determination remains in 

place. For example, concerns regarding 
EPA potentially finalizing its section 
404(c) review in advance of PLP 
submitting a permit application, 
concerns that the Corps would not 
accept or process PLP's permit 
application with an open section 404(c) 
action, and concerns that PLP should be 
provided more time to advance through 
the Section 404 permit and NEPA 
review processes before EPA makes any 
decisions regarding potentially 
advancing its section 404(c) review are 
moot. 

Given the relevant statutory authority, 
applicable regulations, recent 
developments, public comments, tribal 
input, and ANCSA Corporation input 
described above, the Agency has 
decided not to withdraw the 2014 
Proposed Determination at this time. 
Today's notice suspends the proceeding 
to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination and leaves that 
Determination in place pending 
consideration of any other information 
that is relevant to the protection of the 
world-class fisheries contained in the 
Bristol Bay watershed in light of the 
permit application that has now been 
submitted to the Corps. As noted above, 
EPA also sought comment on whether 
the Administrator should review and 
reconsider the withdrawal decision 
consistent with 40 CFR 231.5(c) in the 
event that the final decision was to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination. 
Since today's decision is not to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination 
at this time, comments received on this 
issue do not need to be addressed. 

EPA acknowledges the significant 
public interest on this issue and remains 
committed to listening to all 
stakeholders as the permitting process 
progresses. Neither this decision nor the 
previous settlement agreement 
guarantees or prejudges a particular 
outcome in the permitting process or 
any particular EPA decision-making 
under section 404(c) or otherwise 
constrain EPA's discretion except as 
provided in the terms of the settlement 
agreement. 

EPA received several comments 
stating that EPA cannot withdraw a 
Proposed Determination without 
considering the proposed restrictions or 
the science or technical information 
underlying the Proposed Determination. 
In light of EPA's decision not to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination, 
those comments are moot. 

EPA also received comments that it 
has to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination because it does not have 
the statutory authority to initiate the 
section 404(c) process before a permit 
application has been filed with the 
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Corps. To the contrary, EPA has the 
authority whenever it makes the 
requisite finding of unacceptable 
adverse effect. 33 U.S.C. 1344(c); 40 CFR 
231.1(a) & (c); see also 1Vlingo Logan 
Coal Co. v. EPA, 714 F.3d 608,613 (DC 
Cir. 2013). As such, EPA need not 
withdraw the Proposed Determination 
on the basis of a lack of statutory 
authority because EPA had authority to 
issue the Proposed Determination. 

VI. Further Proceedings 

EPA's regulations at 40 CFR 231.5(a) 
provide a specific time period for the 
Regional Administrator to decide 
whether to withdraw a Proposed 
Determination or prepare a 
Recommended Determination. As 
explained above, the Agency has 
decided not to withdraw the Proposed 
Determination at this time and is 
suspending this withdrawal proceeding 
and leaving the Proposed Determination 
in place. As previously noted, however, 
under the terms of the May 2017 
settlement agreement, Region 10 may 
not forward a signed Recommended 
Determination, if such a decision is 
made, before either May 11, 2021, or 
until public notice of a final EIS on 
PLP's CW A Section 404 permit 
application regarding the Pebble 
deposit, whichever comes first. 

The Agency intends at a future time 
to solicit public comment on what 
further steps, if any, the Agency should 
take in the section 404(c) process in 
order to prevent unacceptable adverse 
effects to the watershed's world-class 
fisheries in light of the permit 
application that has now been 
submitted to the Corps. EPA will review 
and consider anv other relevant 
information that becomes available 
during the interim. EPA has determined 
that there is good cause under 40 CFR 
231.8 to extend the regulatory time 
frames in 40 CFR 231.5(a) in order to 
allow for an additional public comment 
period and to align with the timoframes 
established in the settlement agreement. 

Dated: January 26, 2018. 

Chris Hladick, 

Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10. 
[FR Doc. 2018-04092 Filed 2-27-18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6560-50-P 

ED_002890_00037144-00004 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[EPA-HQ-OECA-2017-0438; FRL-9974-
30-0EI] 

Information Collection Request 
Submitted to 0MB for Review and 
Approval; Comment Request; Annual 
Public Water Systems Compliance 
Report (Renewal) 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection 
Agency has submitted an information 
collection request (ICR), Annual Public 
Water System Compliance Report (EPA 
ICR No. 1812.06, 0MB Control No. 
2020-0020), to the Office of 
Management and Budget (0MB) for 
review and approval in accordance with 
the Paperwork Reduction Act. This is a 
proposed extension of the ICR, which is 
currently approved through April 30, 
2018. Public comments were previously 
requested via the Federal Register on 
September 29, 2017 during a 60-day 
comment period. This notice allows for 
an additional 30 days for public 
comments. A fuller description of the 
ICR is given below, including its 
estimated burden and cost to the public. 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor 
and a person is not required to respond 
to a collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid 0MB control 
number. 
DATES: Additional comments may be 
submitted on or before March 30; 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
referencing Docket ID Number EPA
HQ-OECA-2017-0438 to (1) EPA online 
using i,vMrw.regulations.gov (our 
preferred method), by email to 
docket.oeca@epa.gov or by mail to: EPA 
Docket Center, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Mail Code 28221 T, 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC 20460, and (2) 0MB via 
email to oira _submission@omb.eop.gov. 
Address comments to 0MB Desk Officer 
for EPA. 

EP A's policy is that all comments 
received will be included in the public 
docket without change including any 
personal information provided, unless 
the comment includes profanity, threats, 
information claimed to bo Confidential 
Business Information (CBI) or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Raquel Taveras, Monitoring, Assistance 
and Media Programs Division, Office of 
Compliance, MC-2227 A, Environmental 
Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania 

Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20460; 
telephone number: (202) 564-9651; fax 
number: (202) 564-7083; email address: 
taveras.raquel@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Supporting documents, which explain 
in detail the information that the EPA 
will be collecting, are available in the 
public docket for this ICR. The docket 
can be viewed online at 
wivw.regulations.gov or in person at the 
EPA Docket Center, WJC West, Room 
3334, 1301 Constitution Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC. The telephone number 
for the Docket Center is 202-566-1744. 
For additional information about EPA's 
public docket, visit http:! /www.epa.gov/ 
dockets. 

Abstract: Section 1414(c)(3)(A) of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 
requires that each state (a term that 
includes states, commonwealths, tribes 
and territories) that has primary 
enforcement authority under the SDWA 
shall prepare, make readily available to 
the public, and submit to the 
Administrator of EPA, an annual report 
of violations of national primary 
drinking water regulations in the state. 
These Annual State Public Water 
System Compliance Reports are to 
include violations of maximum 
contaminant levels, treatment 
requirements, variances and 
exemptions, and monitoring 
requirements determined to be 
significant by the Administrator after 
consultation with the states. To 
minimize a state's burden in preparing 
its annual statutorily-required report, 
EPA issued guidance that explains what 
Section 1414(c)(3)(A) requires and 
provides model language and reporting 
templates. EPA also annually makes 
available to the states a computer query 
that generates for each state (from 
information states are already separately 
required to submit to EPA's national 
database on a quarterly basis) the 
required violations information in a 
table consistent with the reporting 
template in EPA's guidance. 

Form numbers: None. 
Respondents/ajJ'ected entities: States 

that have primacy enforcement 
authority and meet the definition of 
"state'' under the SDWA. 

Respondent's obligation to respond: 
Mandatory Section 1414 (c)(3)(A) of 
SDWA. 

Estimated number of respondents: 55 
(total). 

Frequency of response: Annually. 
Total estimated burden: 4,400 hours 

(per year). Burden is defined at 5 CFR 
1320.03(b). 

Total estimated cost: $470,000 (per 
year), includes $0 annualized capital or 
operation & maintenance costs. 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Fotouhi, David [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FEBAF0D56AAB43F8A9174B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA] 
2/12/2019 2:39:10 PM 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 

RE: Update 
Attachments: Draft straw timeline to propose withdrawal of EPA.DOCX 

Matt: 

Attached is an updated draft timeline and recusal analysis for your review. 

Best, 

David 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: hladick.christopher@epa.gov[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 3:41:32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: comments to withdrawal of PD--DELIBERATIVE 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Grandinetti, Cami" <Grandinetti.Camic e a. ov> 
Date: July 25, 2019 at 2:22:01 PM PDT 
To: "Opalski, Dan" <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>, "Hladick, Christopher" <_hl_a_d_ic_k_._chr_is_t_o-+--~.---+-------
Subject: comments to withdrawal of PD--DELIBERATIVE 

DELIBERATIVE 

Are attached. Chris and Dan-I was able to download a copy of the document with comments listed. This document 
is in a sharepoint site that people are still actively working in-I note that! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 

,·-·· (206) 55_3-8696, (desk) 
I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i (cell) 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Ross, David[Ross.David@epa.gov] 
From: Andy Wink[andy@bbrsda.com] 
Sent: Thur 8/8/2019 7:06:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 
BBRSDA-404c-PD-withdrawal-letter.pdf 

Dear Mr. Leopold, 
The BBRSDA represents commercial fishermen who work in Bristol Bay, Alaska. We respectfully object to the EPA's 
decision to withdraw the Proposed Determination (PD) for protections of Bristol Bay waters under 404(c) authority. As our 
organization submitted comments regarding the PD, we are afforded an opportunity to respond to the withdrawal decision as 
a matter of public record. Please file the attached letter and this email correspondence as necessary. 

Kindest regards, 

Andy Wink 

Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
P.O. Box 6386 I Sitka, AK 99835 
Direct: 907.677.2374 I Main: 907.677.2371 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 4:29:39 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice- word version 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

This is close hold and was also sent to the Regional team for review and comment. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 24, 2019 at 4:53:50 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice- word version 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Pirzadeh, Michelle[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2AE309E0A52A42CD847709B39BC2239A-PIRZADEH, MICHELLE] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 12:20:54 AM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan + talking points -- please review! ] 
image001.png 
ATT00001.htm 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 ver2.docx 
A TT00002. htm 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2.docx 
A TT00003. htm 

FYI, latest from Marianne. 

Michelle L. Pirzadeh 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office: (206) 553-1234 
Celli_ Ex. 6_Personal Privacy (PP) .i 
Fax: (206) 553-1809 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 4:53 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan+ talking points -- please review!] 

Here's the latest. I sent to Nancy and others at HQ this am. 

Do you have open time on your calendar this afternoon to discuss? 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

M Q b j I e: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Date: July 18, 2019 at 11:44:17 AM PDT 
To: "McGrath, Patricia" <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Szerlog, Michael" <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>, "Detwiler, Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Erik" 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Andrea" 
<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Castanon, Lisa" <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [comms plan + talking points -- please review! ] 

Updated drafts attached, I'd like to share with HQ soon. 

Thank you for the reviews! 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
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Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Hi All-

Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 

Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Opalski, Dan[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=8BSED641 0D934BF699A008A252791 ASS-OPALS Kl, DAN] 
Sent: Tue 7/23/2019 9:19:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: PD withdrawal 

FYI 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 2:00 PM 
To: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: PD withdrawal 

All-
I just talked to Heidi who said that the PD withdrawal notice is due to David Fotouhi tomorrow. She will be sending it to several of 
us and to Palmer for accuracy review concurrent with David's review. 
Just wanted to keep folks in the loop on this, re timing. 
Patty 

Patty McGrath I Mining Advisor 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
M/S: 14-D12 
Office: (206) 553-6113 
Cel I: L. Ex. _6_ Personal _Privacy (PP) __ i 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
7/12/2019 4:48:40 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
RFC 19001 

Mr. Hladick, 

Can you make a decision soon on the PD? It has been well over 120 days ... Mr. Leopold instructed you to decide soon and 

here you are not deciding stil on the PDI. .. Not only does the PD and BBWA fail your own agency's quality standards, but 

it is based on a mine plan that is not being put forth .... Unbelievable. You've been a participating agency in the NEPA 

process and now have the DEIS and comments ... l understand you can wait until the FEIS to decide, but clarity is needed 
for both investors and the opposition (most of whom don't even bother to read the executive summary of the DEIS). 

Make a decision, that is all I ask! 

Tom 

-~~.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thornas@rnarkeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.rn. until 5:00 p.rn. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Hladick, Christopher(hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]; Opalski, 
Dan(Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn(Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=332EE5ED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 4:19:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Hi All: 

HQ news release below. Will be issued at 11:00 am our time. 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter I ,~.~---·''"·L·".,', 'L'"-'~p ,,"', 
Like us on Facebook! lr,)P,nnr,,:,,_n-,:_c_,,cc-_,c 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:11 AM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Mcfaul, Jessica <mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 
Importance: High 

Thank you Michael. Adding our team here. We will share with Chris asap. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest.-.Seattle_,_ 
0: 206-553-2160 C:I Ex,6PersonalPnvacy(PPJi 

Follow us on Twitter/-(i,iFEPlffl{Jftriiii{rLs.i 

Like us on Facebook ! isvE'R2£~E'Q!QD,!Ji 

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:08 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; Mcfaul, Jessica <mdaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.cor y@epa.gov> 
Subject: fW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Suzanne this i~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 1---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
i i 
iEx.5DeliberativeProcess(DP)i 
j i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:07 PM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ................... ,, .. , .. .,,, .... , .. ,.,,.,,..,, .. , .. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue I\Jorthvvest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Opalski, 
Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 10:06:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 
Draft - Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 11 July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Here is the draft that went to Matt. Chris - I let OGC know about the comments we just discussed this afternoon. They aren't 
incorporated yet. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 11, 2019 at 2:04:47 PM PDT 
To: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Mutz, John (Fletcher)" <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven c e a. ov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, 
"Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, "Castanon, Lisa" 
<Castanon. Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit 
Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
7/29/2019 5:51:06 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
RFC 19001 

The suspension, the delaying, everything is criminal. This will be going back to court if I had to guess post FEIS which 

thankfully is soon. The BBWA and PD are corrupt and should have been withdrawn long ago. There are people living in a 
different country now that were involved with it because of their actions. I am beyond shocked that it is almost August 

of 2019 and the PD is still here, the suspension violated the settlement agreement you had with NDM, it is clear as day. 
Mr. Hladick you should have followed Mr. Leopold's recommendations ... there was a reason he advised you to make a 

decision regarding the PD soon ... 

~§:?~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 

ED_002890_00048207-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 12:39:50 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Notifications Plan.docx 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Notifications Plan.docx 

Hi Chris: 

Here's a "digest" version of the plan we discussed. I also printed a copy on the printer there in the RA's office if you want to grab 
the hard copy before you leave. 

Let me know if you have changes you want to make to any of this. We are working on the "content," talking points, etc. 

Thanks. 
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To: Wilson, Wenona[Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov]; Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; 
Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 7:02:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Please see the request below. 

From: Courtenay Carty <courtenay@curyungtribe.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, Ju I y 3 0, 2019 11: 00 AM ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

!_ To:_Fordham,_Tami _<Ford_ham.Tami@epf:1.g_Ov>;_ fwoods@bbna.com;: ___ Ex. __ 6 __ P_ersonal __ Privacy (PP) ___ :; 

I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Thank you Tami for the notification. 

Please consider this email Curyung's formal request for government-to-government consultation with the EPA on this action. It is 

unfortunate that this action was taken without any formal tribal consultation process. 

There is a delegation of Curyung Chiefs, along with myself, here in Anchorage this week for the Pebble EIS Technical Meetings. If at 
all possible, we could be available to meet in person this week and invite those in Dillingham to call-in. Please let us know if this is a 
possibility. Our best availability would be midday Thursday but we can be flexible to make a meeting happen if that time does not 
work for EPA. 

Quyana, 
Courtenay 

Courtenay Carty 
Tribal Administrator 
Curyung Tribal Council 
PO Box 216 - 715 Seward Street 
Dillingham, AK 99576 
907-842-2384 
907-842-4510 fax 

---------- Original Message ----------

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
To: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Herbst, John" <herbst.iohn@epa.gov>, "Gay, Santina" <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:34 AM 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any 

more information about this announcement, please email~=~==-=.· 
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Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed 
Determination: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal
site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

Anchorage. AK 99513 

(907) 271-1484 

epa.gov I epa.gov/regionlO 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site - Preview 

[ ____________________________________ Ex. __ 5 ___ De_l_ i be ra t_i v e __ Process ___ ( DP ) ____________________________________ I 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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lJS. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue r·~orthwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
7/8/2019 1:53:49 PM 
Hladick, Christopher [hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
RFC 19001 

When will a decision be made regarding RFC 19001? It has been well over 120 days ... You've had plenty of information 

(DEIS) and comments (DEIS comments) to make a decision at this point. Whether it is a yes or no you owe a decision to 

everyone on both sides and soon. It should be a yes to remove the PD considering all of the shenanigans the EPA has 

pulled ... but I respect your decision either way. Please advise. 

Tom Allen 

~§t".J& 
Holdswortt1 and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (8 '16) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thornas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov]; Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Fri 2/1/2019 7:29:00 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry Response OGC-OW+OP-OFA clean.docx 

This is the latest version. Changes from yesterday. 

Marianne 

Follow us! 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2019 8:40 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Marianne, 

Allison called me and gave me the go-ahead to send this to the reporter. She said since all the politicals reviewed and OPA would not 
have any other input. 

Do you want to share with Michelle and Chris before I send? 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor_thwest-_Seattle, 
0: 206-553-2160 c:; Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/ @!EP/,northwes·t 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 7:50 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert 
<tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thank you Allison and Sandy. 

Is OPA ok with these edits and with the final version of our response? 

I've attached draft showing all edits and a clean version. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 CJ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,northwest · 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

ED_002890_00049419-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 6:11 AM 

To: Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; 

Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy 

<letendre.daisy@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Yes that works for us. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 1, 2019, at 8:48 AM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> wrote: 

Allison, 

I thought this went to you last night, but now see it did not. Here is Rob's response: 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Sandy Germann 

US EPA Office of Policy 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

l. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP).! 

germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:15 PM 

To: Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 
<konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Certainly! 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:38 PM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> wrote: 

All, Rob Tomiak has asked that we hold off til tomorrow, mid-morning, so he has time to look into this. 

Sandy Germann 

,__l:!.?.J.P.A__Q_ff i~~_gf Po Ii cy 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 

<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; 

Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is 
what we put together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response touches on One Federal Decision and I think 

your office leads the agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA). This response is due to the reporter 

today and Suzanne has offered to send the response to the reporter upon OPA approval. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 
From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 
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Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor;th.w1.P.st.:._<:.P..r.rttf.P. ____ 

0 

0: 206-553-2160 d Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 
be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 
a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, PAM] 
Sent: Fri 10/19/2018 5: 10:59 PM (UTC) 
Subject: AX-19-000-0489_Allen pebble mine 
AX-19-000-0489 incoming.pdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS, this is FYI/CC Only - no RIO response needed. 

Please advise which Division( s) be also see this. 

Thanks! 

Pam 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Holsman, 
Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN= 1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, 
PAM] 
Sent: Thur 3/14/2019 3:08: 14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-3495_Allen 
AX-19-000-3495 Allen.pdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS. This is another one from Mr. Allen, he mentions no response on his 
other requests, that we are holding pending direction from HQ. 

Please advise which Division should be assigned the response letter and who should sign the letter (OD 
or RA). 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 7:57 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; 
Canino, Joyce Lynn T. <canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-3495 

Control AX-19-000-3495 has been assigned to your office on 3/14/19 10:56 AM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-3495 
Control Subject: Competitive Enterprise Institute Petition response regarding Bristol Bay Watershed 
Assessment and Veto 
From: Allen, Thomas D. 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michel le[Pi rzadeh. Michel le@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EE5ED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, 
MARIANNE] 
Sent: Thur 3/14/2019 6:44:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-3495_Allen 

I will check again w/HQ about these CMS assignments, Pam. 

Marianne Holsman 
Mobile[ _Ex.6Personal_Privacy(PP) _i 

Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

> On Mar 14, 2019, at 8:08 AM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 
> 
> Please see attached new CMS. This is another one from Mr. Allen, he mentions no response on his 
other requests, that we are holding pending direction from HQ. 
> 
> Please advise which Division should be assigned the response letter and who should sign the letter 
(OD or RA). 
> 
> Thanks! 
> 
> Pam 
> 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
> Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 7:57 AM 
> To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Gahner, Pamela 
<gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Canino, Joyce Lynn T. <canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
> Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-3495 
> 
> Control AX-19-000-3495 has been assigned to your office on 3/14/19 10:56 AM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 
> 
> Summary Information -
> Control Number: AX-19-000-3495 
> Control Subject: Competitive Enterprise Institute Petition response regarding Bristol Bay Watershed 
Assessment and Veto 
> From: Allen, Thomas D. 
> 
> 
> Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
> <AX-19-000-3495_Allen.pdf> 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michelle[Pirzadeh. Michelle@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN= 1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, 
PAM] 
Sent: Thur 2/21/2019 6:15:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-2973_Allen 
AX-19-000-2973.pdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS. 

Please advise which Division be assigned the response letter and who should sign the letter (OD or RA). 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2019 6:35 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov>; Canino, Joyce Lynn T. <canino.joyce-lynn@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-2973 

Control AX-19-000-2973 has been assigned to your office on 2/21/19 9:35 AM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-2973 
Control Subject: Pebble Mine Veto 
From: Allen, Thomas D. 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michelle[Pirzadeh. Michelle@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Gahner, Pamela[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN= 1124DF96CE2C40BAB3557B5857BCC87D-GAHNER, 
PAM] 
Sent: Wed 11/28/2018 4:20:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1379_Allen 
AX-19-000-1379 Allen.pdf 

Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 

Please see attached new CMS, another from Mr. Allen on Pebble Mine. 

Should this go to OERA? For Chris to sign? 

Thanks! 

Pam 

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 8:05 AM 
To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1379 

Control AX-19-000-1379 has been assigned to your office on 11/28/18 11 :05 AM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 

Summary Information -
Control Number: AX-19-000-1379 
Control Subject: Pebble Mine 
From: Allen, Thomas D. 

Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
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To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Pirzadeh, 
Michel le[Pi rzadeh. Michel le@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EE5ED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, 
MARIANNE] 
Sent: Wed 11/28/2018 5:29:47 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1379_Allen 

Yes, that is correct. Also, he should have gotten a response from Chris recently ... contrary to what his 
letter says. 

Marianne Holsman 
Mobile:!__Ex. 6 _Personal Privacy (PP) _i 

Sent from my iPhone, please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors 

> On Nov 28, 2018, at 8:20 AM, Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Chris, Michelle & Marianne: 
> 
> Please see attached new CMS, another from Mr. Allen on Pebble Mine. 
> 
> Should this go to OERA? For Chris to sign? 
> 
> Thanks! 
> 
> Pam 
> 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: cmsadmin@epa.gov <cmsadmin@epa.gov> 
> Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 8:05 AM 
> To: Tyler, Kendra <Tyler.Kendra@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; 
Gahner, Pamela <gahner.pamela@epa.gov> 
> Subject: CMS New Assignment - Jacqueline Leavy - AX-19-000-1379 
> 
> Control AX-19-000-1379 has been assigned to your office on 11/28/18 11 :05 AM by Jacqueline Leavy. 
Please go to the CMS webpage to view the details of the control. 
> 
> Summary Information -
> Control Number: AX-19-000-1379 
> Control Subject: Pebble Mine 
> From: Allen, Thomas D. 
> 
> 
> Note: This Email was automatically generated. Please do not attempt to respond to it. You can access 
this control at https://cms.epa.gov/cms. Questions or comments concerning CMS should be directed to 
CMS Support at 202-564-4985 or CMS lnformation@epa.gov. 
> <AX-19-000-1379_Allen.pdf> 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:57:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 V\/ithdrawal of the Proposed Determination to l~e:strict Use of the, Pebble Deposit Are,a as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict 

Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold today signed a memo 

directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed 

Determination, which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

"Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under the law to both the public and 

project proponents. We will reconsider whether the Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still 

appropriate in light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, which is a large volume 

of information that EPA did not have previously," said General Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke 

the well-understood Clean Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to ensure all 

potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and raised before any final decision on the permit can 

be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/pebblemine508.pdf 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania A.venue 1·~orthvvest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

~ID 

Unsubscribe 
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To: 
From: 

Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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Message 

From: Hladick, Christopher [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =B82D04419C42423A97BD7 624A3A09908-H LADICK, CH] 

Sent: 7/11/2019 2:18:00 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle [Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 

Subject: Draft - Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_10July2019.docx 

Attachments: Draft - Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_10July2019.docx; ATT0000l.txt 

Here it is draft 
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Message 

From: Hladick, Christopher [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =B82D04419C42423A97BD7 624A3A09908-H LADICK, CH] 

Sent: 7/11/2019 11:33:31 PM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle [Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 

Subject: Draft - Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_11July2019.docx 

Attachments: Draft - Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_11July2019.docx; ATT0000l.txt 

Draft that went to Matt. 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 3:41:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: comments to withdrawal of PD--DELIBERATIVE 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Grandinetti, Cami" <Grandinetti.Camic e a. ov> 
Date: July 25, 2019 at 2:22:01 PM PDT 
To: "Opalski, Dan" <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>, "Hladick, Christopher" <_hl_a_d_ic_k_.c_hr_is_to-+-----+-------
Subject: comments to withdrawal of PD--DELIBERATIVE 

DELIBERATIVE 

Are attached. Chris and Dan-I was able to download a copy of the document with comments listed. This document 
is in a sharepoint site that people are still actively working in~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·""·····················································································································-·-·-·-· . 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 

______ (_2-Q.6.)_,5_5._3_~_&6.9.Si (desk) 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! ( cell) 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
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Cc: Pirzadeh, Michelle[Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov] 
To: Gahner, Pamela[gahner.pamela@epa.gov] 
From: Hladick, Christopher[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B82D04419C42423A97BD7624A3A09908-HLADICK, CH] 
Sent: Wed 10/10/2018 1 :29:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Pam: 
I should think David Allnutt should draft a response. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas c markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: October 8, 2018 at 12:04:27 PM PDT 
To: "hladick.christo her c e a. ov" <hladick.christo ==~===--+-'=~=+--"=~ 
Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Chris, 

Will we get any clarity soon on the EPA's intentions regarding the Pebble Mine? Is your agency waiting on a draft EIS 
to determine whether or not to continue the lift process that was suspended back in January by Pruitt? Surely the lift 
process will resume shortly considering the predetermined veto is based on an entirely different mine plan? Anything 
would help, I've reached out to numerous members at the EPA including Mr. Wheeler himself and have received no 
reply. Thank you for your time and consideration, any clarity would be appreciated and would remain confidential. 

Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 

4/12/2019 6:11:36 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven 

[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Tomiak, Robert [tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; 
McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; 
Anderson-Carnahan, Linda [Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; 
Lindsay, Andrea [Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill 
[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami [Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K. 
[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [barnhart.megan@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Frazer, Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael 
[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Schaedle, Candi [Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov]; 
Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan 
[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Chung, Angela [Chung.Angela@epa.gov]; Grandinetti, Cami [Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 

Subject: Bristol Bay Career Leadership Bi-Weekly Check-in 

Attachments: Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; 
Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment 

Location: 

Start: 
End: 

R lOSea-Roo m-14E I wh a/R 10-Roo ms-Service-Center 

7/3/2019 5 :30:00 PM 
7/3/2019 6 :30:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

Recurrence: Weekly 
every 2 week(s) on Wednesday from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

➔ Join by Phone 
Toll number:! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) I 

i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Conference ID:!'"""""""'"""""'! 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Local numbers: Seattle ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) i Anchorage r;~~;·;~~~-~~:i;·,~~~:~-;;;;1 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.: 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? IfY?tYP2 Web fq:ip 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 

4/12/2019 6:11:36 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven 

[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Tomiak, Robert [tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; 
McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; 
Anderson-Carnahan, Linda [Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; 
Lindsay, Andrea [Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill 
[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami [Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K. 
[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [barnhart.megan@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Frazer, Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael 
[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Schaedle, Candi [Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov]; 
Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan 
[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Chung, Angela [Chung.Angela@epa.gov]; Grandinetti, Cami [Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 

Subject: Bristol Bay Career Leadership Bi-Weekly Check-in 

Attachments: Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; 
Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment 

Location: R lOSea-Roo m-14E I wh a/R 10-Roo ms-Service-Center 

Start: 
End: 

7/3/2019 5 :30:00 PM 
7/3/2019 6 :30:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

Recurrence: Weekly 
every 2 week(s) on Wednesday from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

➔ Join by _phone _____________ , 
Toi I n Um be~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Conference! ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Local numbers: Seattlei Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :Anchorage i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ ! ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? 1f'L?tYP2 Web fq:ip 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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UNITED STA'rES ENV!RONi\lENTAL PROTECTION AGEN(>\/ 
WASIHN(;T()\L LH'. 20460 

Ben Lieberman 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
1310 L Street. N\V 7th Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Lieberman: 

June 20,. 2019 

This letter is to provide you with a status update to your Request fi)r Correction (RFC#] 9001) received 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on November 14, '.WI 8. In your RFC, you cite 
concerns about the quality of the 2014 Bristol Bay \Vatershed Assessment The issues you raised are 
still under consideration by the EPA and relate to ongoing processes. 

ED_ 002890_00059469-00001 

Sincerely, 
/ 

•1/ t.,~t-Lscl( __ , .li0t/J;t>v1•~. # ,.__, 

Vincia Holloman, Director 
Enterprise Quality ?\fanagement Division 
Office of Enterprise lnfonnation Programs 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Hough, Palmer [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=51CD0B0D81AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 

6/28/2019 3:44:45 PM 
Jessica Wilkinson [jwilkinson@TNC.ORG]; Royal Gardner [GARDNER@law.stetson.edu]; Martin, Steve M (Steven) CIV 

USARMY CEIWR (USA) [Steven.M.Martin@usace.army.mil] 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

FYI - in case you missed this. 

From: "EPA Press Office" <press@epa.gov> 
Date: June 26, 2019 at 10:57:12 AM PDT 
To: "Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to 
Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 
Reply-To: press@epa.gov 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the 

Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 

Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew 

Z. Leopold today signed a memo directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to 

resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed Determination, which 

proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

'Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under 

the law to both the public and project proponents. We will reconsider whether the 

Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still appropriate in light 

of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, 

which is a large volume of information that EPA did not have previously," said General 

Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke the well-understood Clean 

Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to 

ensure all potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and 

raised before any final decision on the permit can be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/ production/files/2019-06/ documents/pebblemine508. pdf 
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Message 

From: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 

Sent: 5/23/2019 8:24:07 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 

Subject: Paper on the IQA 
Attachments: CEI RFC response - options 052319.docx 

Sending as FYI. 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Schofield, 
Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, 
Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Fri 5/10/2019 1 :58:36 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 EP+DA.docx 

Palmer and Kate - nice work. You play attorney much better than I play scientist. 

Have added my comments on top of Erik's. If you have questions, I'm in tomorrow thru 5/15, but on: Ex. s Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

From: Peterson, Erik 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 1:51 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate, 

I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

I have one comment in the attachment. 

Cc'ing the RlO members of the scoping team as an FYI. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

ED_ 002890_00060951-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 

attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 

start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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Via E-Mail 

COI'vi PETITIVE 
ENTER.PRISE 
INSTITUTE 

Information Quality Guidelines Staff 
Mail Code 2811 R 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., 
Washington, DC, 20460 

Re: Information Quality Act Request for Correction or \Vithdrawal Regarding the Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment 

I. Introduction 

The Competitive Enterprise Institute submits this request for correction or withdrawal of 
information under the Information Quality Act, 1 as implemented through the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB)2 and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 3 

Founded in 1984, the Competitive Enterprise Institute is a non-profit research and 
advocacy organization that focuses on federal regulatory policy from a pro-market perspective. 
We work to ensure that agency actions are rooted in statute and based on the best available 
evidence. 

We respectfully petition EPA to either substantially correct or withdraw its 2014 Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) 4and the proposed determination based upon it.5 The 
BBW A fails the applicable standards of information quality. Its ongoing dissemination and use 
to effectively block the Pebble Mine project in Alaska is therefore in violation of the law. 

1 
Section 515(a) of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001, P.L. 106-554; 44 

U.S.C. section 3516. 
2 Office of Management and Budget, "Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and 
Integrity of Information Disseminated by Federal Agencies," (0MB Guidelines), 67 Fed. Reg. 8452 (Feb. 22, 2002). 
3 

Environmental Protection Agency, "Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and 
Integrity of Information Disseminated by the Environmental Protection Agency," (Information Quality Guidelines), 
at hn.r..~j /www.epa.gov/ sites/mod ucti on/fi les/2017-03/ docu ments/epa-info-g ua i ity),U idel ines, pdt. 
4 

Environmental Protection Agency, "An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol 
Bay, Alaska, January 2014," (BBWA), at ht~p:;;_;j/cfpub.eoa.gov/ncea/bt'istoibay/recordisplay,cfrn:)deid:::253500. 
5 

Environmental Protection Agency, "Proposed Determination of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 
10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act, Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska," (Proposed 
Determination), at ht~P.-~_;/ /www.epa.gov/sites/prnduction/tiles/2014-07 /documents/pebble pd 071714 tinal.pdf 

1 
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The BBW A was used in support of EPA' s proposed determination, which in practical 
effect serves as a preemptive veto of an Army Corps of Engineers' permit under the Clean Water 
Act (CWA) for the Pebble Mine project. This unprecedented action-essentially rejecting a 
permit application prior to the permit being submitted- raises a number of legal questions, 
including potential violations of the Information Quality Act. As will be discussed in more detail 
below, this premature and speculative analysis, conducted by the agency before the relevant 
mine permit had been submitted and thus without knowledge of any specifics of the project 
being analyzed, is highly problematic under EPA' s Information Quality Guidelines. Further, the 
process by which the EPA initiated, compiled, and peer reviewed the BBW A contained 
numerous instances of bias that also fail to meet the agency's guidelines. 

For these reasons, EPA's BBWA should, at the very least, be substantially corrected. 
Preferably, it should be withdrawn along with the proposed determination based upon it, and the 
agency should participate de nova in the far more rigorous and inclusive Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) process under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a process that is 
presently underway.6 

II. Background 

A. The Information Quality Act 

Reflecting both the Infonnation Quality Act and 0MB guidelines, EPA's Information 
Quality Guidelines require that "disseminated information should adhere to a basic standard of 
quality, including objectivity, utility, and integrity."7 The agency further explains that utility 
"refers to the usefulness of the information to the intended users," and that objectivity "focuses 
on whether the disseminated information is being presented in an accurate, clear, complete, and 
unbiased manner, and as a matter of substance, is accurate, reliable, and unbiased."8 The BBW A 
must comply with these guidelines. 

In addition, the BBWA must meet the "higher degree of quality" required for Highly 
Influential Scientific Assessments,9 which the agency has agreed would apply to this document. 10 

Thus, the agency's guidelines also require that: 

(A) The substance of the information is accurate, reliable and unbiased. This involves the use 
of: 

6 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, "Pebble Project EIS: Draft Scoping Report," July 25, 2018, at 
iJ.HP..":?:i/www.pebbleorojecteis.com/, 
7 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 3. 
8 

Ibid., p. 15. 
9 

Ibid., p. 20. 
10 

See, "Notice of the Peer Review Meeting for EPA's Draft Report Entitled An Assessment of Potential Mining 
Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, AK," July 6, 2012, at 
,jJtp:-;://www. fed era I ,·egi stQr.gov / docu ments/2012/07 /06/20 l Z ·· 16441/notice -of- the--peer--revi ew-m eeti ng ·fQL: 
gpas-draft-·report-entitled--an--assessment-of-•potential-mining. 
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(i) the best available science and supporting studies conducted in accordance with sound 
and objective scientific practices, including, when available, peer reviewed science and 
supporting studies; and 
(ii) data collected by accepted methods or best available methods (if the reliability of the 
method and the nature of the decision justifies the use of the data) .11 

In so doing, the agency must apply a "weight-of-evidence" approach to highly influential 
information, which "considers all relevant i1?f'ormation and its quality, consistent with the level 
of effort and complexity of detail appropriate to a particular risk assessment" ( emphasis added). 12 

EPA' s Information Quality Guidelines also incorporate the agency's peer review 
requirements as set out in its Peer Review Handbook. 13 These apply to "major scientifically and 
technically based work products (including scientific, engineering, economic, or statistical 
documents) related to Agency decisions,"14 such as the BBWA and proposed determination. 

B. The NEPA Process and the Pebble Mine 

Section 404 of the CWA specifies that the Secretary of the Army is responsible for 
issuing any required permits to discharge dredged or fill material into navigable waters that are 
associated with a project. 15 This task is undertaken by the Army Corps of Engineers as part of the 
EIS compiled under NEPA. This process is highly exhaustive and inclusive, relying on an 
extensive project analysis that is reviewed by all interested parties through numerous public 
comment periods (and responses to comments) as well as public meetings. 

As part of this process, the statute authorizes the EPA, pursuant to subsection 404( c ), to 
deny any such permit for any area defined as a disposal site, based on criteria set out in statute. 16 

It has long been understood that the 404 pem1it process, including the EPA's permit veto 
authority, would be exercised concurrently with the larger NEPA process and not as something 
outside of it, and that the process would begin after a permit application had been submitted and 
end before the NEPA process is complete and a permit has been issued. 

This decades-long practice was upset by the Obama administration EPA. In two 
instances, the agency effectively vetoed CW A permits independently of the NEPA process-one 
a prospective veto before the NEPA process had commenced and another after the NEPA 
process had been completed and the project approved. 17 In this petition, we will focus on the 
former-the case of the Pebble Mine. 

11 
Information Quality Guidelines, p. 22. 

12 
Ibid., p. 21. 

13 Ibid., p. 11. 
14 

Ibid. 
15 

Clean Water Act, Section 404, athttps://www.la,v.corneH.edu/uscode/text/33/1344. 
16 

Environmental Protection Agency, Section 404 Permit Program, at https://www.epa.gov/cwa-404/section-404-
permit-progra_rn. 
17 

See, House Energy and Commerce Committee, "Major Projects Major Problems," September 14, 2014, pp. 6-7, 
at httos:/ /archives-
-~-r:i-~nwcom men:e. house .gov /sites/rem, bl ica ns.energycom m erce. house .gov /fi les/2 na lysis/201.4091. 5 Ma iorProiects 
fv1aiorProblems.pdf. 
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The Pebble Mine has the potential to be America's largest new mine in decades, 
producing copper, molybdenum, and gold, creating thousands of jobs in an economically 
depressed area. It would be located in the Bristol Bay region in Alaska on land that has been 
granted by the federal government to the state of Alaska for the express purpose of mineral 
development. The project developer, Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP), was in the process of 
preparing a detailed permit application under CW A section 404 as part of the larger EIS process 
under NEPA. 

C. EPA's Proposed Determination 

In a move EPA internally admitted has "never been done before in the history of the 
CW A,"18 the agency issued a proposed determination that effectively vetoed any such permit 
before it had been submitted. 19 EPA's notice of proposed detern1ination was based on the 
agency's BBW A. EPA has refused to withdraw the BBW A and proposed determination even 
though the actual permit application has now been filed and the conventional NEPA process is 
underway. 

The BBWA violates the relevant federal standards for information quality. First and 
foremost, no analysis can meet these standards if conducted without knowing the details being 
analyzed. In this case, the BBWA focused on and then rejected three hypothetical mine 
scenarios-not the actual mine proposal, which did not yet exist. In addition, every step in the 
process of developing the BBWA was fraught with examples of the biases that the Information 
Quality Guidelines seek to prevent. 

III. The BBW A and Proposed Determination Violate the Information Quality Act 

A. EPA's Preemptive Analysis on Its Face Violates the Information Quality Provisions and 
Was Criticized by Key Participants 

Because the Pebble Mine was subject to a preemptive veto, the analysis on which EPA 
relied was unavoidably deficient. No mine permit application had yet been submitted, so EPA 
was analyzing its own hypothetical mine scenarios without knowing the actual terms of the 
Pebble Mine proposal, including measures to mitigate potential environmental impacts.20 Such a 
premature and speculative analysis cannot possibly comply with the Information Quality 
Guidelines, and in particular its requirement of utility as measured by the "usefulness of the 

18 House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (OGR), /{The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
Unprecedented 404(c) Action in Bristol Bay, Alaska," (OGR Report), November 4, 2105, p. 5, at 
b.tJP.§.J/.9.Y..?.L'.?.isht.house.gov/wr:Hontent/..~oloads/2015/11/Sristol-Bav-Pebble-Mine-Statf-Findings-Nov-2015-
FinaLodf. 
19 

See, 33 C.F.R. 323.6(b) 
20 

EPA asserts that it has based two of these hypotheticals on preliminary PLP filings concerning the project. BBWA 
ES-10. However, in addition to being preliminary and possibly outdated, these documents also leave many details 
unaddressed, so the agency engaged in significant gap filling. For example, the agency assumes that conventional 
mining practices would be used rather than state-of-the art practices. BBWA ES-10-12. 
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information to the intended users."21 It also fails the test of being "accurate, reliable and 
unbiased," and "the best available science," as is required of highly influential information.22 

Two of the agency's three speculative mine scenarios were unrealistically massive
strawmen to be knocked down under the CW A's requirements. The third scenario was more 
realistic but still very different than what PLP asserted it was planning to submit ( and indeed 
quite different than the actual permit application that has since been submitted). The BBWA 
itself concedes that "[t]he scenarios are not mine plans: they are not based on a specific mine 
pem1it application and are not intended to be the detailed plans by which the components of a 
mine would be designed." Further, the BBWA states that "[t]he exact details of any future mine 
plan for the Pebble deposit or for other deposits in the watershed will differ from our mine 
scenarios."23 Essentially the EPA stacked the deck with hypothetical mine scenarios highly 
unlikely to get a permit. It was on these hypothetical mine scenarios that the BBW A was based. 

One BBWA peer reviewer noted that "because of the hypothetical nature of the approach 
employed, the uncertainty associated with the assessment, and therefore the utility of the 
assessment, is questionable."24 Another said that "[t]here are both technical and process issues 
that must be addressed before this risk assessment can be considered complete or of sufficient 
credibility to be the basis for a better understanding of the impacts of mining in the Bristol Bay 
watershed."25 Needless to say, an assessment replete with hypothetical and/or missing details 
fares poorly under the Information Quality Guidelines, particularly as it relates to being 
"accurate," "reliable," and "complete."26 It also falls well short in "the usefulness of the 
information to the intended users."27 

EPA staff assured these and other peer reviewers that the BBW A is "intended as a 
background scientific document rather than a decision document. "28 Thus, the agency essentially 
conceded that the analysis was too premature and incomplete to be useful for decision-making 
purposes. Nonetheless, the agency engaged in bait and switch, allaying peer reviewer concerns 
about the utility of the BBWA by saying that it would not be a decision document but later using 
it for precisely that purpose. 

The State of Alaska raised similar concerns. One state official noted in a letter that "if 
EPA deems a review under Section 404( c) of the Clean Water Act is needed, that review should 
be conducted in conjunction with a pending permit application where actual activities and 
potential disposal sites are clearly specified, not in the abstract as it will be in this assessment 
process."29 That same official later concluded that the BBW A "would have much more scientific 

21 
Information Quality Guidelines, p. 15. 

22 
Ibid., p. 22. 

23 BBWA, pp. 6-1. 
24 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Report: External Peer Review of EPA's Draft Document," 
(Final Peer Review Report), September 17, 2012, p. 22. 
25 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Peer Review Follow-On Comments on the April 2013 Draft of An Assessment 
of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska, 2013," p. 34. 
26 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 15. 
27 

Ibid. 
28 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Response to Peer Review Comments, May 2012 and April 2013 
Drafts,"(Response to Peer Review Comments), p. 35. 
29 Letter from Tom Crafford, Director, Office of Project Management and Permitting, Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, to Richard Parkin, EPA, Aug. 8, 2011. 
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credibility within the context of an actual defined proposal."30 The Alaska Attorney General and 
other state officials concluded that "the watershed assessment, and now the proposed 
determination which relies on the assessment, draw speculative conclusions about potential 
impacts from a hypothetical mine."31 Impacted state governments usually play a very important 
role contributing information to the project approval process, but Alaska was largely bypassed in 
this case. 

The Army Corps of Engineers-statutorily the lead agency on CW A permits under 
section 404-flatly declined to participate in EPA' s process of developing the BBW A, informing 
the agency that "at this time, the Corps has not received a pennit application for this project and 
is therefore unable to evaluate the impacts of potential discharges associated with the Pebble 
Deposit."32 The Corps further explained that it "has not yet begun the public interest review and 
evaluation process, and it would be premature to submit any information for the record at this 
time."33 It is unheard of for a de facto final decision to be made on such a project permit without 
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Thus, several BBW A peer reviewers, the State of Alaska, and the Am1y Corps of 
Engineers all raised serious doubts about the utility of EPA' s premature and speculative exercise. 

Beyond the potential for mischaracterization and exaggeration of the scope of the mine, 
the BB WA also failed to include the full range of mitigation measures that would have been 
specified in the permit application. An important component of the section 404 process is the use 
of mitigation measures, should a project pose a risk to the health of waters and ecosystems. 
Absent a pennit application, the EPA had no idea what these mitigation measures might entail, 
so the agency simply assumed there were none beyond a relative few conventional ones that the 
agency concluded to be inadequate. One peer reviewer, while acknowledging potential adverse 
environmental impacts, noted that the BBWA "did not consider whether there are any methods 
that could effectively minimize, mitigate or compensate for these impacts."34 Once again, the use 
of assumptions in the place of actual data and analysis greatly undercuts the utility of the 
BBWA. 

For its part, the EPA conceded that the BBW A did not include all such mitigation 
measures, stating that "any formal determinations regarding compensatory mitigation can only 
take place in the context of a regulatory action. The Bristol Bay Assessment is not a regulatory 
action, and thus a complete evaluation of compensatory mitigation is outside the scope of the 
assessment."35 Thus, the agency's response to peer reviewer concerns about the adequacy of the 
mitigation discussion was to acknowledge serious gaps but promise that those gaps would be 
filled ahead of any "regulatory action." This proved not to be the case as the BBW A became the 
primary document on which the agency's action was based. 

30 Letter from Tom Crafford, Director, Office of Project Management and Permitting, Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, to EPA, (July 23, 2012). 
31 

Letter from Alaska Attorney General Michael Geraghty, et al., to Gina McCarthy, Administrator, EPA, and Dennis 
Mclerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10, Sept. 19, 2014. 
32 

Letter, Col. Christopher Lestochi, Commander, Army Corps of Engineers Alaska District, to Dennis Mclerran, 
Regional Administrator, EPA Region 10, March 14, 2014. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Final Peer Review Report, p. 13. 
35 

BBWA, Appendix J. 
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Coupled with EPA' s equally pessimistic assumptions that a great deal of contaminants 
would escape from the mine, such as the assumption that fully 50 percent of waste rock leachates 
would enter nearby waters,36 the EPA's built-in assumption of inadequate mitigation measures 
virtually sealed the fate of any agency 404( c) decision based upon the BBW A. But in so doing, 
EPA violated the requirements of the Information Quality Guidelines. 

B. The Process By Which the BBWA Was Developed Violates the Information Quality 
Guidelines 

The fact that the BBW A was an analysis of agency-generated hypothetical mine 
scenarios, rather than the real thing as specified in a pennit application, is reason enough for it to 
be suspect under the Information Quality Guidelines. Such hypotheticals may be justified when 
they are the "best available science," but in this case EPA has not explained why it could not 
have waited and reviewed the actual pennit application and supporting documentation once it 
was filed. Timing issues notwithstanding, the biased process by which EPA developed the 
BBWA also gives reason to reject it, especially under the Information Quality Guideline's 
provisions regarding objectivity. 

1. Bias Throughout the Process of Developing the BBW A 

The bias against the mine was evident at the very outset of the process leading to the 
BBWA. A 2015 House Oversight and Government Reform Committee report uncovered 
numerous EPA documents and actions revealing a pre-determined goal of a 404( c) veto well 
before the commencement of the assessment.37 

Several career staff, many of whom would later work on the BBWA, expressed a clear 
intent of stopping the mine and using 404(c) to do so. For example, EPA Region 10 employee 
Phil North, who later became a technical lead on the BBWA, expressed support for a mine veto 
beginning in 2009. 38 North communicated with several other EPA employees about using a 
preemptive veto under 404(c), frequently sending (as well as receiving) comments treating this 
option as a foregone conclusion.39 This also included Richard Parkin, who would later become 
the BBWA team leader.40 

The early-stage bias also extended to the 2010 petition from several Alaska tribes that 
initiated the 404( c) process and the BBW A. Documents clearly show active participation by 
North and other self-avowed Pebble critics within the agency, including agency help in drafting 
the petition.41 Nonetheless, it was this petition that the agency relied upon as justification for 
moving forward with the assessment and doing so ahead of the actual mine permit application 
and standard NEPA review process. In effect, the agency was petitioning itself to unilaterally 
block the Pebble Mine and thus create the BBW A at issue here. 

36 BBWA, p. ES-30. 
37 OG R Report, pp. 5-18 
38 OGR Report, pp. 7-8. The OGR Report notes that North was uncooperative with the Committee during its 

investigation and that the full extent of his actions in support of a preemptive section 404(c) veto is not known. 
39 OGR Report, pp. 7-8, 12-13, 18-19. 
40 OG R Report, p. 5. 
41 OGR Report, pp. 9-13. 
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There is also evidence that the agency started working on its response to the petition 
before the petition was even filed. This includes a paper discussing the agency's options to such 
a petition that was heavily slanted towards choosing the option of a 404( c) veto, including a 
Region 10 Aquatic Resources Unit suggestion that the mine "should be vetoed in the end."42 

These and other early examples of bias led the Committee to conclude that "EPA planned 
to halt mining activity in Bristol Bay well before receiving petitions from local tribes," and that 
the agency "helped draft the tribal petition that the agency later claimed to have relied on."43 The 
evidence of agency pre-determination before the BBW A process had begun raises serious doubts 
that the subsequent final product meets the definition of objectivity. 

2. Selective Use oflnputs in Developing the BBW A 

The EPA launched its scientific assessment in February of 2011 and with it the process of 
deciding which data to include and which to exclude. North and his EPA colleagues-whose 
documented anti-mine advocacy led the agency to this assessment-served as information 
gatekeepers. The non-EPA contributors were no less biased. Even those with stridently anti-mine 
positions were not disqualified from holding the pen, such as Alan Boraas, who authored an 
appendix to the BBW A despite having written op-eds with titles like "Murkowski Risks Salmon 
for Gold Mine," in which he suggested that the mine would result in "a little mercury in your 
wild salmon .... " 44 Not surprisingly, nearly all of the information relied upon can be traced back 
to individuals and organizations opposed to the mine. 

There was also bias in EPA outreach. Environmental groups and individuals opposed to 
the mine had substantial access to EPA officials and others involved in developing the BBW A, 
while mine officials and other potential supporters were largely excluded. Similarly, Alaskan 
tribes opposing the mine met with then-EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson while tribes supporting 
the mine were denied a similar meeting. 45 

Anti-mine groupthink was pervasive among the BBW A contributors, but perhaps the 
most troublesome example was Ann Maest, a mine critic who contributed multiple studies and 
repeatedly conferred with other contributors to the BBW A. Maest was forced to admit that she 
had engaged in multiple instances of fraud in her capacity as an expert witness in the case of 
Danziger v. Chevron Corp, in which Chevron was accused of causing large-scale environmental 
pollution at a facility in Ecuador. 46 In response, EPA staff excised all direct references to her 
work but did not attempt to remove her substantive contributions to the BBW A. 47 

42 
Environmental Protection Agency, "Options for EPA Involvement In Mining Activity In The Bristol Bay 

Watershed," 2010, p. 7. 
43 

OGR letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy (OGR Letter), November 4, 2015, p. 2, 
bttP..?..Jl.9.Y..?L'.?.l ght, house .gov /wp-content/..~l DI oads/2015/11/2015-11-04-JC-CL-JJ-to-McCa rthv-E PA-Bri stoi-Bav-d ue-
11-18. pdf. 
44 See Alan Boraas, /{Murkowski Risks Salmon for Gold Mine," Anchorage Daily News, Dec. 1, 2005. 
45 

OG R Report, p. 16. 
46 Witness Statement of Ann Maest, Chevron Group v. Danziger, Case No. 1:11-cv-00691-LAK, Dkt. 1007-1 (S.D.N.Y 
Apri. 12, 2013). 
47 Response to Peer Review Comments, pp. 49-50. 
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As discussed previously, several reviewers had raised the issue of the hypothetical and 
speculative nature of the analysis and the inadequacies of the discussion about mitigation. The 
EPA did not address these concerns, except to say that the BBW A was not a decision document, 
and that the agency would address these and other outstanding issues in a future regulatory 
proceeding.48 That did not tum out to be the case. 

Conspicuously absent from consideration was the large body of work intended to be part 
of the exhaustive EIS process under NEPA conducted for PLP by a range of experts.49 The EPA 
has not provided any justification why the agency excluded this data. While the Information 
Quality Act's focus is on preventing the use of poor quality data, agencies also thwart its goals 
by failing to use potentially good data, as appears to be the case here. Of course, this excluded 
data must meet the same information quality standards as any other relied upon by the EPA, but 
there is no indication that the agency made any determination that it did not. As a result of this 
exclusion, many important details about the mine were never considered by EPA staff in the 
development of the BBWA, such as the extensive analysis of potential environmental mitigation 
measures conducted by a number of consultants for PLP. 50 

Thus, at least some of the "best available science" was likely absent from the BBW A, 
and the record was far from "unbiased" and "complete." Further, given the requirement under the 
weight-of-evidence approach to consider "all relevant information," the EPA violated its 
information quality provisions applicable to highly influential information by categorically 
excluding this extensive analysis. 

The one-sided nature of the inputs to the BBWA led the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform to conclude that the EPA "failed to conduct an impartial, fact-based 
review of the proposed Pebble Mine .... "51 

3. Limited Peer Review throughout the BBWA Process 

Throughout the development of the BBW A, the EPA engaged in a process it called peer 
review, but simply calling it that does not comply with EPA's Peer Review Handbook, which the 
agency incorporated into its Information Quality Guidelines. 52 At several stages, EPA staff 
limited opportunities for public participation, particularly after greatly expanding the BBW A 
draft midway through the process. EPA also improperly interfered with peer reviewers on 
numerous occasions,53 which the agency itself documented in its Final Peer Review Report. 54 

Despite a limited peer review process, reviewers raised a number of objections. For 
example, one reviewer said that "some of the comments read like editorial opinions rather than 

48 
Response to Peer Review Comments, pp. 31, 35, 39, 47, 111, 114-115, 165. 

49 See, Pebble Limited Partnership, Environmental Baseline Document, b.ttP.~_://pebbleresearch.com/document/ 
so PLP, "Comments of the Pebble Limited Partnership on EPA Region lO's Proposed Determination Pursuant to 

Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act Regarding the Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska," September 19, 2014, 
pp. 40-46. 
51 

OG R Letter, p. 1, 
52 

Information Quality Guidelines, p. 11. 
53 

EPA Peer Review Handbook, 4
th 

ed., 2015, at 86, at tt.tP.~.:.f /www.epa.g9.y/9_~_a/peer-review-handbook--4th
edft!on--20l5. 
54 Final Peer Review Report, pp. 3-4. 
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reporting scientific results."55 Another said "the report lacks impartiality.56 These and other peer 
reviewer concerns were largely dismissed by the agency. 

IV. Recommendation of Corrective Action 

For the reasons stated above, the BBWA is in need of numerous corrections, and the 
proposed determination should be revised to reflect the corrected BBWA. However, given the 
number and extent of Infonnation Quality Guidelines failures, the best course of action would be 
for the EPA to withdraw the BBW A and proposed determination in their entirety and instead 
participate de nova in the ongoing Army Corps of Engineers-led EIS process under NEPA. In 
other words, the information quality provisions are best served by the EPA going back to 
participating in the process way it had done for decades. 

This option still gives the EPA the opportunity to weigh in on the Pebble Mine, only this 
time the agency would have before it a specific permit application showing exactly the details of 
the proposed project, including mitigation measures. The EPA would also have the benefit of full 
participation from the Army Corps of Engineers, other federal agencies, the State of Alaska, and 
other interested parties who had limited or no input in the development of the BBW A. The 
agency would also have access to a much larger body of research and analysis from which to 
judge the project. 

The State of Alaska, while describing EPA' s BBW A and proposed determination as 
"premature, speculative, without precedent, illegal in terms of both process and substance, and 
unnecessary," stated that "a more appropriate alternative ... would be to announce EPA's 
concerns so they could inform the [NEPA] permitting process and wait to see ifEPA's concerns 
are adequately addressed through the permitting process, with due deference to the regulatory 
criteria, expertise, and experience of other agencies with jurisdiction in the specific subject 

57 matter." · 

Indeed, for purposes of the information quality requirements, the EIS process will be 
everything that the BBW A was not-a comprehensive, inclusive, and extensively vetted analysis 
of the Pebble Mine project as proposed. This option would also further the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute's goal of federal agency actions rooted in the law and based on the best 
available evidence. 

It is important to emphasize that in the course of the EIS process, the EPA would still 
have the opportunity to make its own detern1ination under 404( c ), but now that determination 
would be a well-informed one rather than one based on the speculative, premature, and likely
biased BBW A. Regardless of the outcome of this more rigorous and extensive pennitting 
process, it would better comport with the Information Quality Act than the BBW A. 

55 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Summary Report: External Peer Review of Wobus et. al," 
2012, p. 4. 
56 Environmental Protection Agency, /{Final Peer Review Summary Report: External Peer Review of Chambers and 
Higman," 2012, p. 16. 
57 Letter from Alaska Attorney General Michael Geraghty, to Dennis Mclerran, Regional Administrator, EPA Region 
10, April 29, 2014. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Ben Lieberman 
Senior Fell ow 
ben.lieberman@cei.org 
202-331-1010 

Competitive Enterprise Institute 
13 10 L Street, NW J1h Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Ben Lieberman will also serve as an organizational point of contact for this request. 
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To: Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Kirby, Kevin[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CBB65672F6F34545BE460A66FF6FA969-KI RBY, KEVIN] 
Sent: Tue 5/14/2019 7: 15:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3.docx 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 

Hi Tracy, 
I just wanted to ensure that you had a chance to review and weigh in on this draft response on the Pebble Mine RFC. 
I reviewed this and believe it to be a well-researched and solid response. 

KjK 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 7:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, 
Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, 
Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; 
Schofield, Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov]; Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 5/16/2019 10:26:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
Briefing Paper CEI RFC Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment-Pebble Mine 16May2019.docx 
CEI RFC (19001) red line showing changes from 08May2019 draft.docx 
RFC #19001 from CEI submitted 20181114 Bristol Bay Assessment-Pebble Mine.pdf 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 
to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 
• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 
• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 
We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 
other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, 
Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; 
Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Kirby, 
Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Bahadori, Tina[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=7DA 7967DCAFB4C5BBC39C666FEE31 EC3-BAHADORI, Tl NA] 
Sent: Sun 5/12/2019 2:45:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 (tb).docx 

Palmer and Kate, 

You've done a great job with this ... clearly written and well-mapped to the events. I have a few very minor edits/comments, in 
attached. 

Thanks, 
Tina 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 7:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

ED_002890_00060964-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; 
Schofield, Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Sat 5/11/2019 6:04: 11 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 Erik Peterson ACP.docx 

Hi Palmer and Kate -

Thanks for putting this together! It's great. My edits and comments are attached - I added on top of Erik but not David just based 
on when I started editing - hope that's okay! 

I'm out M-W of this week, back on Thursday. 

Best, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 6:59 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate - nice work. You play attorney much better than I play scientist. 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Have added my comments on top of Erik's. If you have questions, I'm in tomorrow thru 5/15, but ori Ex. s Personal Privacy (PP) i 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

From: Peterson, Erik 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 1:51 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
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Palmer and Kate, 

I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

I have one comment in the attachment. 

Cc'ing the RlO members of the scoping team as an FYI. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 

To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 

attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 

start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 2/7/2019 12:06: 11 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 
72 -- Parkin Declaration -- RS.pdf 
74 -- Frithsen Declaration.pdf 

Hi Palmer and Kate - In thinking about public statements about peer review, etc. today during the meeting, I remembered Jeff's 
declaration from the FACA litigation. It might be too indepth but wanted to pass it along in the event it's helpful. I also attached 
Rick's. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major take-aways from today's meeting include: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 
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-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 

To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 

vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 

Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 
Cc: Sandra Connors (Connors.Sandra@epa.gov) 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 

Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

Call-in number:! i 
Conference ID: ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

i ! 
i ! 
j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 8/19/2019 1 :25:33 AM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: BBWA RFC Follow-up 
BBWA response 15 Aug 2019 VN.pdf 

FYI, here's the final version of this; hope this closes this RFC. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Judd, Jennifer <Judd.Jennifer@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 1:40 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Henderson, Austin <Henderson.Austin@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Carrie, Kevin, 
Please find the signed response attached. As for getting it to Mr. Lieberman, do you recommend we just mail it via the US Postal 
Service, or also email it to him? 
Thank you, 
Jennifer 

Jennifer Judd 
Senior Advisor 
Environmental Information, Immediate Office (10) 
US EPA Office of Mission Support (OMS) 
Office 202.566.9993, MobilJ Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 4:19 PM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Judd, Jennifer <Judd.Jennifer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

If you could, please send me the signed version - I will get it around to the folks working on this. 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 1:09 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Judd, Jennifer <Judd.Jennifer@epa.gov> 
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Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Carrie, 

Thanks for circling back with us on this! 

We'll enter this into the open CMS Control as completed. 

Jennifer, 
To put closure on our public website for this IQG Case, I will need a scanned image of the signed response document. I would be 
enormously grateful if you could scan this and send me a copy before this hits the mail. I'll give it a full week before posting to 

ensure that hard copy was received first by US Postal Service. 
Thanks! 

Kevin 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 10:36 AM 

To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: FW: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Matt Leopold and David Fotouhi have approved this so it's ready to sign. 

Thanks for your patience. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Friday, August 09, 2019 10:02 AM 

To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Sure. Here's the clean version. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Sent: Friday, August 09, 2019 9:45 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Carrie, 

Thanks for taking this to the next level! 

Appreciating Vaughn's desire to get this out today, do you think it premature to run this latest copy by him. I know that you still 
wish to run this by Matt. 
Kevin 
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From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Sent: Friday, August 9, 2019 9:13 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Great, Palmer. Thanks so much. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Sent: Friday, August 09, 2019 9:02 AM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Carrie 

Thanks for the opportunity to review. I made a couple of clarifications on top of your edits. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Sent: Friday, August 09, 2019 8:13 AM 

To: Sheppard, Tracy<~>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Thanks, Tracy. I made a few tweaks to address your comment. i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~-~-'.-.~---[?.~l_i~_~_r.~_!_~"'.'~.-~!.~.~-~-~-~--{'?.~) _____________________________ _j 

! ___ Tl Id "e· sen :;e-Tcryuu : ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex · ___ s ___ D e I i_ be_ ra ti Ve __ Process __ ( D P_) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___! 

Also copying Kevin so he can see the latest draft. As well as Palmer and Ashley in case they see a need for tweaks. 

I plan to send this to Matt/David later today for their review. 

Thanks. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 

Sent: Friday, August 09, 2019 7:02 AM 
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To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Here are my comments. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 
(202) 564-1305 office 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) mobile 
L--·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 2:14 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Looks good to me. I made two minor edits. 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 2:02 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BBWA RFC Follow-up 

Here's my quick attempt to revise the OEI draft. Any thoughts on this? 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2019 12:31 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BBWA Follow-up 

Yes, can you take a stab at the revisions. Thanks 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 12:09 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 
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! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) l 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

If you agree, I can send revisions to Kevin to reflect this. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Sent: Thursday, August 08, 2019 11:02 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Cc: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

Hi Matt, 

I have been advised to coordinate with you on this response we've developed for CEI concerning the BBWA request for correction. 

I would be most grateful for your input as we try to get this note out this week. 

Thanks, 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 

Enterprise Data Architect 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

OEI/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 9:04 AM 

To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: FW: BBWA Follow-up 

FYI 

Sharon Gonder I Acting Deputy Office Director 

Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Office of Mission Support I U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(202) 564-5256 I gonder.sharon@epa.gov 

From: Noga, Vaughn <Noga.Vaughn@EPA.GOV> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2019 7:48 AM 

To: Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov>; Gonder, Sharon <Gonder.Sharon@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wells, Jeffrey <Wells.jeffrey@epa.gov> 

Subject: BBWA Follow-up 

All, 

! ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Thank you 

Vaughn 

Vaughn Noga, Chief Information Officer 

and Deputy Assistant Administrator for Environmental Information 

Office of Mission Support 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave 
Washington DC 20460 
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To: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, 
Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; 
Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; 
Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 6/20/2019 4:55: 14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Follow-up re: interim response RFC 19001 
Draft interim response BBWA RFC.docx 

We talked to Matt.[ ___________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _Deliberative __ Process _(DP) ___________________________________________ i I made one smal I change to this 
version per Matt's request. 

Kevin/Bob - Matt asked that OEI respond ASAP (today if possible) on his behalf to a few inquiries about the RFC. I will forward 
them to you. Can you provide me with OEl's standard response so I can take a look? 

Thanks all, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

-----Original Appointment----
From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2019 3:33 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Elleman, Robert; Allnutt, David; Wigginslewis, Miriam; 
Goodin, John; Hough, Palmer; Frazer, Brian; Kaiser, Russell; Frithsen, Jeff; Van Dru nick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; 
Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Kirby, Kevin 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team 
When: Wednesday, June 19, 2019 4:00 PM-5:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: WJC West 6303 

Hello Everyone, 

In light of the current turn of events for the RFC response that was so carefully crafted, we need to meet and be sure we are all 
clear on the way forward. 

For those who cannot be here in person the call in number is 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

Call in number: I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,---·-·-·i 

i_ ___ Ex. _6 Personal_Privacy_ (PP) _ ___: 

Thank for all you do! 

Bob Tallent 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Thur 5/23/2019 10:15:17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Will connect tomorrow on Lee's initial take. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Brown, DonaldM" <Brown.DonaldM c e a. ov> 
Date: May 23, 2019 at 4:53:57 PM CDT 
To: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov>, "Bahadori, Tina" 
<Bahadori. Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Tallent, Robert" <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, 
"Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert e a. ov>, "Allnutt, David" 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "WigginsLewis, Miriam" <Wi insLewis.Miriam c e a. ov>, "Frazer, Brian" 
<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Russell" <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>, "Frithsen, Jeff' 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>, "VanDrunick, Suzanne" <vanDrunick.Suzanne c e a. ov>, "Schofield, Kate" 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>, "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" 
<She ard.Trac c e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Kirby, Kevin" <KIRBY.KEVIN d.JEPA.GOV>, "Goodin, John" 
<Goodin.J ohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding 
EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 
response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 
email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 
28th

• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 
Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 
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Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 

Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 

I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 
regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 
is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ; 
; 
; 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
; 
; 
; 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 
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discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 
Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

<RIO ORA Briefing Paper Template_Bristol Bay_05232019.docx> 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 5/9/2019 8:51: 11 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 Erik Peterson .. docx 

Palmer and Kate, 

I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

I have one comment in the attachment. 

Cc'ing the RlO members of the scoping team as an FYI. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Connors, 
Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Santell, Stephanie[Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Wed 5/8/2019 2:48:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Folks- spoke to Lee last night and he wasj Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) i 
John L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 6, 2019, at 8:20 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks, Palmer. 
I'm fine with the timeframe that you're giving Lee and Chris. No need to change the schedule, I wanted to 
make sure they had ample time to review. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 6, 2019, at 6: 16 PM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

Brian 

I think our plan would be to get the draft to Chris/Lee level folks on 5/20 and ask for comments by 5/28 
so we have time to work with them to resolve comments by 5/31, sorry for not including that level of 
granularity. 

-Palmer 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2019 6:05 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra 
<Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<Wiggins Lewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Palmer, 
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Looks good. One quick comment, what's the actual time Lee and Chris will have to review. I'm asking 
because you will be responding to edits during the same time period. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Director 

Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 
On May 6, 2019, at 5:24 PM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

John/Brian/Russ 

Just following up on this email from 5/1. Please let me know if you are ok with the 

____ s_c_~~-?._U..1~.!~-~-n._~i!_~~~--~-~!-~:::'; and that you ar~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
: Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 6:17 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie 

<Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov>; WigginsLewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

John/Brian/Russ 

Just wanted to follow-up with you from today's RfC meeting regarding two points: 

1. Schedule ( ): 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the schedule and if you arei Ex.5 Deliberative Process(DP) ! [--i~:-·s·-0;·1-ib;-~-~ii-;~--p-~~~;;~·-{op·j·-·1 :. ______________________________________ j 
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Thanks, Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:46 AM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 

Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra 

<Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Morning, Folks-do I need to continue to be included here? I have been on these invites 

since early on when we were first discussing the disposition of the request, but haven't 

participated because Palmer has been covering. I think I can re-engage when we are 

briefed on the outcome and next steps. Also, if Palmer is still out, trust one of you will 
cover in his absence today. 

Let me know what you recommend. 

Thanks 

John 

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:11 AM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@ epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 

Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, 

Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 
<vanDrunick.Suzanne e a. ov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, 

Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, 

Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Good morning All, 

Please find attached the agenda for this afternoon's Scoping Team meeting for RFC 19001-

Bristol Bay. 

Kevin and I are looking forward to a very interesting meeting for this most important topic. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, 
Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; 
Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; 
Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson
Carnahan. Linda@epa.gov] 
From: Kirby, Kevin[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CBB65672F6F34545BE460A66FF6FA969-KI RBY, KEVIN] 
Sent: Tue 5/21/2019 2:28:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thanks for shepherding this through your RA's office, Donald! 
Should you need support in your briefing from anyone on the Scoping Team, just let us know. 
Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 4:37 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thank you, Palmer. Region 10 has begun the process for the RA to review the draft response. We have requested a briefing date 
with the RA, which will occur when the director involved, David Allnutt, returns from leave. I will be shepherding this process 
through the Region, so please continue to send me any communications regarding this review step. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
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<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; 
Schofield, Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 5/13/2019 2: 11 :41 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 

I'm trying to track down the final QFR - what I sent you looks like the final but I want to doublecheck be it's still a word doc rather 
than a pdf. I was hoping that it would be on the committee's website and it's not, but our congressional office in the region should 
have it. 

I'll look into how best to cite it. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Sunday, May 12, 2019 7:57 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Ashley- thanks for the comments, two follow-up questions. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Saturday, May 11, 2019 2:04 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Hi Palmer and Kate -

Thanks for putting this together! It's great. My edits and comments are attached - I added on top of Erik but not David just based 
on when I started editing - hope that's okay! 

I'm out M-W of this week, back on Thursday. 

Best, 
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Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 6:59 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate - nice work. You play attorney much better than I play scientist. 

Have added my comments on top of Erik's. If you have questions, I'm in tomorrow thru 5/15, but on: Ex. s Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

From: Peterson, Erik 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 1:51 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate, 

I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

I have one comment in the attachment. 

Cc'ing the RlO members of the scoping team as an FYI. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 

attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 

start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 5/16/2019 3:37:28 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 

I got the final QFRs and talked to Cindy about how to cite this morning. Will send you the cite in the next couple of minutes. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:42 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Ashley- hope you had some nice time away from the office. 

Just following up on this issue to see what you heard. Kate and I are trying to turn around a revised RFC response to start 
management review. 

Thanks 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 10:12 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

I'm trying to track down the final QFR - what I sent you looks like the final but I want to doublecheck be it's still a word doc rather 

than a pdf. I was hoping that it would be on the committee's website and it's not, but our congressional office in the region should 
have it. 

I'll look into how best to cite it. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Sunday, May 12, 2019 7:57 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Ashley- thanks for the comments, two follow-up questions. 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Saturday, May 11, 2019 2:04 PM 

To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 

Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Hi Palmer and Kate -

Thanks for putting this together! It's great. My edits and comments are attached - I added on top of Erik but not David just based 

on when I started editing - hope that's okay! 

I'm out M-W of this week, back on Thursday. 

Best, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 6:59 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate - nice work. You play attorney much better than I play scientist. 

Have added my comments on top of Erik's. If you have questions, I'm in tomorrow thru 5/15, but on annual leave 5/16-5/24. 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 
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From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 1:51 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate, 

I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

I have one comment in the attachment. 

Cc'ing the RlO members of the scoping team as an FYI. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 

attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 

start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
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Washington, DC 20460 

! ______________________________________________________ Ex_. ___ 5 ____ De I_ i b_e rat iv e ____ P r o c e s_s ____ ( D P ) _____________________________________________________ ! 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Location: 

Start: 

End: 

Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 

4/17/2019 11:37:22 PM 
Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, John 
[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Tomiak, Robert [tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley 
[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly [Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda [Anderson
Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea 
[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill [nogi.jill@epa.gov]; 
Fordham, Tami [Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K. 
[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan [barnhart.megan@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Frazer, Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew [LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael 
[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison [hoppe.allison@epa.gov]; Schaedle, Candi [Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov]; 
Marshall, Tom [marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay Career Leadership Check-in 

Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps.pdf; Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule_20190322.xlsx; Bristol 
Bay Policy Briefing Document - Check-in 1 of 2 - 4.17.19.docx 
R10Sea-Room-12Maple/R10-Rooms-Service-Center; DCRoomWest7129 (Rappahannock) 

4/18/2019 4:00:00 PM 
4/18/2019 5:30:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

Purpose 

Preparation for April 22nd Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing (Check-in 1 of 2) 

Agenda 

Introductions 
Review draft April 22nd agenda 
Discuss the Bristol Bay Policy Briefing Document 
Next steps 

Supporting Information 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Bristol Bay and Pebble Mine Maps (attached) 

Pebble DEIS+ 404 letter prep and meeting schedule (attached) 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
➔ Join by Phone 
Toll number: j : 
C f Id

. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
on erence , : 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i .--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! i i 

Local numbers: Seattl~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) iAnchorag~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• j·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

➔ Join Skype Meeting 
Trouble Joining? J_ry$jsype Web App 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Kirby, Kevin[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CBB65672F6F34545BE460A66FF6FA969-KI RBY, KEVIN] 
Sent: Tue 3/12/2019 4:51: 11 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Palmer, 
Welcome Back! 
Thanks for sending this out. 
I look forward to reviewing this and getting back to you and Kate. 
KjK 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2019 12:39 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Folks 

At our last meeting Kate and I agreed to: 
1. Develop a list of the issues raised by CEI in its Nov 2018 RfC letter (attached) 
2. Develop a few sample responses to these issues 

Attached please find the draft issue list, including a few sample responses (big kudos to Kate). During tomorrow's meeting we 
would like your feedback on both the issues list and the level of detail in our sample responses. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 10:46 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Elleman, Robert; Allnutt, David; Wigginslewis, Miriam; 
Goodin, John; Hough, Palmer; Frithsen, Jeff; van Dru nick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; 
Wehling, Carrie; Kirby, Kevin 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 
When: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 3:00 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: WJC West Room 6340K 

Hello Everyone 

We would like to continue our work on the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

The meeting will be held in WJC West Room 6340K if you are in the DC area. 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Otherwise the call i~_ number is [ __ E::_6~:'.~~-~:1~~~-~:v_1:P!.J 
Conference code is ! ""~'"'"""""""' i 

j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob Tallent 
EQMD 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Tallent, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=SE37839F989C407E872887B4F0CF11 CS-TALLENT, RO] 
Sent: Wed 3/13/2019 2:24:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Will do. 

Thanks 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 10:22 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Bob/Kevin 

Can you include Brian Frazer and Russ Kaiser, cc'ed here, in the Scoping Team for the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment RfC effort? 
They are both in OW /OWOW. Please include them in future meeting invites so that they are in the loop on this effort. 

Thanks, Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 10:46 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Elleman, Robert; Allnutt, David; Wigginslewis, Miriam; 
Goodin, John; Hough, Palmer; Frithsen, Jeff; van Dru nick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; 
Wehling, Carrie; Kirby, Kevin 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 
When: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 3:00 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6340K 

Hello Everyone 

We would like to continue our work on the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

The meeting will be held in WJC West Room 6340K if you are in the DC area. 

Otherwise the call in number is L_E,.6P,csonal_P,lvacy(PP) i 
,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Conference code is!."'""""""'"""""'.! 

Thanks for all you do! 
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Bob Tallent 
EQMD 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 3/13/2019 12:25:26 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Palmer and Kate, 

Thank you for this chance to provide some input. I'm unsure whether I can make the meeting due to a conflict so I'm sharing a few 
thoughts with you both in a brainstorm/food for thought sense. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Folks 
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At our last meeting Kate and I agreed to: 
1. Develop a list of the issues raised by CEI in its Nov 2018 RfC letter (attached) 

2. Develop a few sample responses to these issues 

Attached please find the draft issue list, including a few sample responses (big kudos to Kate). During tomorrow's meeting we 

would like your feedback on both the issues list and the level of detail in our sample responses. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 10:46 AM 

To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Elleman, Robert; Allnutt, David; Wigginslewis, Miriam; 

Goodin, John; Hough, Palmer; Frithsen, Jeff; van Dru nick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; 
Wehling, Carrie; Kirby, Kevin 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 
When: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 3:00 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6340K 

Hello Everyone 

We would like to continue our work on the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

The meeting will be held in WJC West Room 6340K if you are in the DC area. 

Otherwise the call in number is i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP): 

Co nfe re n ce code is :·~:-;;:.~;,~:;.:,~:~,;~:] L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·" 

j_•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob Tallent 

EQMD 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 9:28:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

My bad, thank you Palmer. Moving too fast to try and catch up, clumsily, on 30 days of work. I'm so lucky to have you and all the 
other great folks on this team to help me. Goodness gracious. 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:03 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Susanne 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 3:44 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thank you Palmer, very helpful info and edits (as always)! 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 12:34 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Attached are my suggested edits in redline. Attached are letters referenced in my suggested edits to Answer number 1 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:32 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
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Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Updated Q & A is attached. Please review and edit (as needed) draft answers and please provide a draft answer for #5. Please try to 

send back to me asap. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 

reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 cr·;~~·;·;~;~~-~~~-;~i~-;~~-~~~-)-1 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest ' 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 
feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 

(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 
streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 
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Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest.-.Seattle_,_, 
0: 206-553-2160 C: i Ex.6Personal.Pnvacy(PPJI 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 8:44:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry 1-29-2019 draft pfh edits SS.docx 

Thank you Palmer, very helpful info and edits (as always)! 

i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 12:34 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Attached are my suggested edits in redline. Attached are letters referenced in my suggested edits to Answer number 1 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:32 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Updated Q & A is attached. Please review and edit (as needed) draft answers and please provide a draft answer for #5. Please try to 
send back to me asap. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Hough, Palmer 
Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:L Ex._6,Personal Privacy(PP) i 
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Follow us on Twitter! ~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 

feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C: ! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter!' @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 
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Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Fri 2/1/2019 4:20:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

From: Lindsay, Andrea 
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 8:11 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, 
Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Suzanne, some thoughts in regard to question 2a. i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
!__ _______________________ Ex._ 5_ Del i_be_rative _ Process _(DP) ________ ... _______________ i ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

-Andi 

Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
206-553-1896 800-424-4372 x1896 Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-202, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 
Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor\hwest - Seattle-~ 
0: 206-553-2160 C: (_E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy.(PP) i 
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Follow us on Twitter! ~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 

feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! E,.6P,csonalP,;vacy(PP) ! 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 
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Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Lindsay, 
Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 12:54:43 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thanks for the heads up! 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 28, 2019, at 6:47 PM, Peterson, Erik wrote: 

Suzanne, 

I'm putting this on the agenda for our BB check-in tomorrow. The 404c team is also meeting tomorrow. 

My goal is for us to decide who is going to provide input for you. We don't all need to. 

I see the deadline is Thursday so we'll decide who by mid-day tomorrow. 

<image00l.jpg> 
Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer ·:,_:,,,;=-,;;c.=:....::::..:..:...:..:...:::.!.."-'--===:,_· Bennett, Brittany 
<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 
with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 
attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:[ Ex.6Personal_Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C;i Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/ @!f P/,northwe~t 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 
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Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Lindsay, 
Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Mon 1/28/2019 11 :47:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Suzanne, 

I'm putting this on the agenda for our BB check-in tomorrow. The 404c team is also meeting tomorrow. 

My goal is for us to decide who is going to provide input for you. We don't all need to. 

I see the deadline is Thursday so we'll decide who by mid-day tomorrow. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 
Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor_tf:!.w_e_s_t_~_s_e_a_tt[e_ __ ,, 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twittert @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 
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Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 

feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 

(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 

happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest-_Seattle ·~ 
0: 206-553-2160 Q. Ex.6.PersonalPnvacy(PPJ_i 

Follow us on Twitter!~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Lindsay, 
Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Mon 1/28/2019 11 :22:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry 1-28-2019 draftdocx 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:L E,.6P,csonal_P,lvacy(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter! ~~~~= 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <jrennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 
feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 
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Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor,thlwe.<-t-S12r.1.ttiP...~ 
0: 206-553-2160 e:[.E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy.(PP) i 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Schofield, Kate[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=DCEE11110737 46C5928C5911 0B80F643-SCHOFIELD, KA TE] 
Sent: Thur 2/7/2019 2:31 :57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Even if we don't use that info in the response, I think it would be useful to have in our back pockets. 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, February 7, 2019 9:31 AM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

I had a thought last night and wanted to run it by y'all. 

Thoughts? 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2019 9:18 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Thanks, Ashley. We're compiling a list of documents that may be helpful in crafting responses, so I'll add these in. 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, February 6, 2019 7:06 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Hi Palmer and Kate - In thinking about public statements about peer review, etc. today during the meeting, I remembered Jeff's 
declaration from the FACA litigation. It might be too indepth but wanted to pass it along in the event it's helpful. I also attached 
Rick's. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
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<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major_ take-aways from . today's.meeting_ in cl_ u de:·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

) 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 

To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 

vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 

Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 

Cc: Sandra Connors (Connors.Sandra@epa.gov) 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 

Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Call-in number:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Conference ID: [ _________________________________________ i 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 
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Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 

Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 6:31:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry 1-28-2019 draftdocx 

Updated Q & A is attached. Please review and edit (as needed) draft answers and please provide a draft answer for #5. Please try to 
send back to me asap. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 
Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 d Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitte/J @!EP/,northwest· 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 
feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 
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5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q: 206-553-2160 (;i_Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) j 
Follow us on Twitter! -----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Barnhart, Megan[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D3D4E164633942E9B7BCC6EEF4DCAFD1-BARNHART, M] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 9:49:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response OGCandOWedits R1 0finalv3.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Have you seen this? Did your office contribute? 

From: Tomiak, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:21 PM 
To: Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy <Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any concerns? 

Meganl__Ex. _6_Personal __ Privacy (PP) __ i request you please staff this a bit. I've copied David and Jill. ... l assume they authored the 

responses, but can't tell from the limited email chain. 

Thanks, Rob 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 4:15:12 PM EST 
To: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>, "Letendre, Daisy" 
Cc: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Block, Molly" 

"Konkus, John" <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly 
<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 

Konkus, John 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, 
Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is what we put 
together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc' ed you because a mi nor portion of our res,r2.9_!1_s_~J9_[:!_t;:_b~_5-.9_Q __ Q_Q_e.__f_e._g_~.!:9LQ.~5=J.?.l'2.l] __ <:!_Q9_.!.~b_i_Qt.Y9_l:!_~_.9..ffl~~ 
I ea d s the agency's work on it ( Rob Tomi a k, o P-0 FA) . ! _________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De Ii be ra tive _Process_( DP) ______________________ ___! 

! _________________________ Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process_ (D P) __________________________ i 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
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Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 
did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 
emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 cl E,.6P,csonalP,;vacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!f P/,northwe~t 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
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Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 9:26:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response OGCandOWedits R1 0finalv3.docx 
Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response OGCandOWedits R1 0final.docx 

Hi Palmer, 

__ Q_L!L!Q.P_L!.1.9._r:Ub_i_? __ Q_9_?._~9.0]~--9nd gone. David Fatouhi and Lee Forsgren deleted a lot of the info we already had in therej,,, 0 ,,,,eca,;,.,,0,.,,,0 ,, j 
I • 1--•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• 

L_ Ex. 5 _Deliberative Process_ (DP) __ ! 

Suzanne 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 1:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is what we put together that 

incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response touches on One Federal Decision and I think your office leads the 
agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA) . This response is due to the reporter today and Suzanne has offered to send the response 

to the reporter upon OPA approval. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 
feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 
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Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 ci E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter~ @!f P/,northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Frazer, 
Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Mon 2/11/2019 8:03: 10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Thanks, Palmer. 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 6:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major take-aways from today's meeting include: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 
vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 
Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 

Cc: Sandra Connors ,=:..:...:..:...=.:.;=:::..:...:.;=..:c::..;,,,._==~, 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 
When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
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Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 

Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

Call-in number:: i 
Conference ID:! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 

i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 

Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 6:12:17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Great work on this you all, thank you. Thoughtful, clear and fast! 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 7:33 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Hough, 
Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; 
Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Good Morning: 

I sent our draft response to OW communications and OPA- attached here. Big thank you to Palmer and Ashley for your reviews and 

edits. Once this gets circulating around HQ, I'm hoping they'll keep us looped in on any major edits, and send us the final before it 
goes to the reporter. I'll let you know how it goes. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C::_ Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PPJ_! 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>; 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
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.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
O: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest · 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 

with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 

attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor;_tf}w._e_s_t_~_:'j_e_g__tt{e_ _____ ~ 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter} @!EP/1.northwest 

1 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 
comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 
comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 
then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

ED_002890_00064058-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C.f Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)! 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Santell, Stephanie[Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 6:08:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response 1-30-2019.docxADJG.DOCX 

DRAFT DELIBERATIVE 

Here you go-just a couple of minor tweaks. 

Thanks, 
John 

From: Connors, Sandra 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 12:39 PM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

John reviewing now and will get back asap - thanks Allison. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 12:21 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Cc: Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

I just chatted with Lee. If you two have edits (esp.to q's 1 and 2), Lee wants to look at your edits tonight before he weighs in. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 30, 2019, at 11:10 AM, Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> wrote: 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry re: Pebble and has put together the attached proposed responses (see my suggested edits 
in track changes). This is due to the reporter tomorrow and I still need to run our final answers by OPA. 
Also, here's a bit more about this reporter's angle: 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing 
publicly available documents and from our website. 

Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as 
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well. I am happy to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background 
conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 

0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any updates on this one? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia 

Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison 

<Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Press 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific No~fh_liY.fii.t~--5:jggttffL., 
0: 206-553-2160 C.j Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,northwest· 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
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To: Allnutt, David 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer ·~=.,;;:i..:...:..::.;:_.::::..:..:...:..:..=-,..._:::==::...::..· Bennett, Brittany 
<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on 

final. I talked with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed 

As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 Ct_E~:~.~.':.':_~~~·~".:'.~~~_l:.~1 i 
Follow us on Twitter! -----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 
How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 
granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
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Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:[ Ex. 6 Personal_Pnvacy_(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 
a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 

<McClatchy News Inquiry RlO draft response 1-30-2019.docxAD.docx> 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 1 :42:59 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry 1-29-2019 draft pfh edits SS ACP.docx 

Thanks, Suzanne! Added my thoughts on top of Palmer's. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:03 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Susanne 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 3:44 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thank you Palmer, very helpful info and edits (as always)! 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 12:34 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

ED_002890_00064097-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Attached are my suggested edits in redline. Attached are letters referenced in my suggested edits to Answer number 1 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:32 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Updated Q & A is attached. Please review and edit (as needed) draft answers and please provide a draft answer for #5. Please try to 

send back to me asap. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 

reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest_-_Seattle, 
Q; 206-553-2160 (; ! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/@>EP/,northwe~t 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 
feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 
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streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 

happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C] Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest · 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Kaiser, Russell[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=222DA99956D24CA 197DC6F8BF4AE1 FFS-KAISER, RUSSELL] 
Sent: Wed 12/12/2018 12:42:58 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Briefing Slides for Hladick and Forsgren 12/12/18 Pebble Options Meeting 
BB Presentation Hladick and Forsgren Dec.2018.pptx 
ATT00001.htm 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Slide 19: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Palmer - it looks like you are leading the discussion on the 404(c) Rule? Is there a call in number? Will Lee be holding it in 

his conf room or office? 

Thanks, 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
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P: 202.566.0963 
q_ Ex._6 Personal _Privacy (PP)_ i 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Tuesday, December 11, 2018 8:07 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Briefing Slides for Hladick and Forsgren 12/12/18 Pebble Options Meeting 

FYI - attached are the slides for tomorrow's briefing. RlO asked me to handle the 404c related slides at the end. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

To: "RlO-ORA" <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: Briefing Slides for Hladick and Forsgren 12/12/18 Pebble Options Meeting 

Hello Pam and Office of the Regional Administrator, 

The briefing slides for the 1pm PST 12/12/18 Hladick and Lee Forsgren Pebble Options meeting are attached. Please 

share with Chris and Lee as appropriate. 

, ................................................. ________________ _ 
Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov] 
From: Resper, Wanda[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9B773FA 70C6A483D879ED66F65884E7 4-WRESPER] 
Sent: Wed 11/28/2018 3:31:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: CMS control 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessmentpdf 

Due date 12/5/2018 

Sincerely, 
Wanda Resper 
OWCD/1O 
(202) 566-1236 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 6:50 AM 
To: Resper, Wanda <Resper.Wanda@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS control 

Wanda - pis assign to Palmer. Palmer - feel free to use Brittany as needed for support. 

Thanks all - Russ 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
P: 202.566.0963 
C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

From: Resper, Wanda 
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 3:38 PM 
To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: CMS control 

Due date: 12/5/2018 

Sincerely, 
Wanda Resper 
OWCD/1O 
(202) 566-1236 

From: Resper, Wanda 
Sent: Tuesday, November 27, 2018 2:42 PM 
To: Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 
Subject: CMS control 

Should this CMS control go to Russ 
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Sincerely, 
Wanda Resper 
OWCD/IO 
(202) 566-1236 
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

~ 
~ 
~; ~ 
Enter into CMD: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Wednesday, November 21, 2018 9:32:50 AM 

Wanda, please enter the original incoming into CMS for a response. Thank you. 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 

Office of Water 

From: Forsgren, Lee 

Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2018 9:12 AM 

To: Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Yes please. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Nov 21, 2018, at 7:35 AM, Campbell, Ann~> wrote: 

Sure thing. Do you want a response prepared? 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 

Office of Water 

On Nov 20, 2018, at 10:32 PM, Forsgren, Lee~> wrote: 

Ann 

Can we get this into the CMS system. 

Lee 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

ED_ 002890_00064603-00001 

From: "Daniel L. Cheyette" ~> 

Date: November 20, 2018 at 8:01:28 PM EST 

To: ''Forsgren, Lee''~ 

Subject: Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 

Lee, 
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ED_002890_00064603-00002 

When we last spoke in September you let us know that EPA's 

position on the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination and the 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment had not changed and 

there was no reason for the agency to reconsider those 

documents at that time. This was welcome news to us as we 

believe the BBWA was a thorough and robust document that 

accurately described the risks that large-scale hardrock 

mining would pose to the region's fisheries, economies and 

way of life, and the proposed determination was a 

reasonable measure to protect the region from these 

potential threats. 

This good work by the EPA nevertheless continues to come 

under criticism; most recently from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute which recently sent a letter to EPA 

challenging the BBWA. I am emailing you to urge EPA to 

disregard these baseless attacks on the work of the agency. 

As we have discussed in prior comments and meetings, the 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment was the product of a 

robust, thorough and peer-review led effort that lasted for 

more than two years and took into account more than a 

million public comments (EPA's response to these comments 

addressed most, if not all, of the criticisms raised in CEl's 

recent letter). 

We continue to believe that EPA is correct in its assessment 

that nothing has changed with respect to Pebble and there is 

no justification or need to take any action with respect to 

either the BBWA or the Proposed Determination. I further 

trust you would let BBNC know if anything different was 

being considered. 

As always appreciate your work and willingness to meet and 

discuss these issues which are of great importance to our 

shareholders and the Bristol Bay region. 

Regards, 

Dan 

Vice President, Lands and Natural Resources 
Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
P: 907.278.3602 
D: 907.265.7855 
www.bbnc.net 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Huber, 
Patrick[Huber.Patrick@epa.gov]; Resper, Wanda[Resper.Wanda@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, 
Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; McDavit, Michael W.[Mcdavit.Michael@epa.gov]; Eisenberg, Mindy[Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov] 
From: Smothers, Yvonne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=SD4FFDE272934 7D094D8C536F9C0B6F7-SMOTHERS, YVONNE] 
Sent: Thur 10/4/2018 1 :26:41 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft response to 8/22 control from Lamar Smith (House Science) 
Lamar Smith 8Aug2018 18-001-0481.pdf 
Lamar Smith - House Science draft reponse.docx 

FYI 

This control was delivered to OWOW-10 on 

Yvonne 
566-1176 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 4:44 PM 

for review and concurrence. 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy 
<Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Resper, Wanda <Resper.Wanda@epa.gov>; Smothers, Yvonne <Smothers.Yvonne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft response to 8/22 control from Lamar Smith (House Science) 

Folks 

Just checking to see the status of this CMS. Did anyone have comments that need to be addressed or has it moved on to OW? 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2018 10:40 AM 
To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft response to 8/22 control from Lamar Smith (House Science) 

Brian/Russ 

Just following up on this draft response to the Aug 8, 2018 control from Lamar Smith? Did you have any comments on this draft 
response? Did you send it forward already? 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 12:06 PM 
To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: McDavit, Michael W.<Mcdavit.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft response to 8/22 control from Lamar Smith (House Science) 

Russ/Brian 

Attached for your review is the draft response the 8/22 control fr<?.!:IJ.J~.!:IJ.9.f._~rn__i):.b_Jb.!:l_t_.Lf.~.!=_e._iy_~g __ 'i~-~.t~r.g_a_y, ___ ~rn_i):!, _ _r.~J!~.r.9.t~?.-b.!~.---·, 
-· req_uest that_ E_PA_ withdraw_the_ 2014_ BB_Proposed _Determ_inatio_n.i ______________________ Ex. __ 5 _ Del_i berative _ Process (DPL_ __________________ __! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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Let me know if you have any edits. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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LAMAR S. SMITH, Texas 
CHAIRMAN 

Mr. Henry Darwin 
Chief of Operations 

ltongress of the ctlnittd ~rates 
ftousr of Rrprrsrntatiors 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY 

2321 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6301 

(202) 225-6371 
www.science.house.gov 

August 22, 2018 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Darwin: 

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, Texas 
RANKING MEMBER 

The Committee on Science, Space, and Technology has been conducting oversight of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) 2014 proposed determination ("proposed 
determination") to use Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) to preemptively limit the 
scope of the development of the Pebble Mine ("Project") in Bristol Bay, Alaska. In the course of 
its oversight, the Committee has reviewed documents and held hearings, interviews, and 
depositions. The use of Section 404( c) in this capacity is unprecedented under the CW A. The 
Committee has also found that the action was justified by a questionable scientific assessment 
that relied on predetermined conclusions developed by EPA officials. 1 As a result, the 
Committee sent multiple letters asking previous EPA Administrators to refrain from taking any 
preemptive action under Section 404( c ). 

The Committee's oversight revealed that EPA employees inappropriately assisted outside 
groups in petitioning the agency to change the way it operates and to use Section 404( c) 
preemptively to stop the Project before the Pebble Limited Partnership was able to submit a 
permit application, as required by law.2 Furthermore, EPA officials that prepared the scientific 
assessment relied upon by the agency acted with bias and predetermined conclusions to expand 
EPA authority under the CW A. 3 As a result of this scientific assessment, EPA issued the 
proposed determination to restrict the Project's development. 

1 Examining EPA 's Predetermined Efforts to Block the Pebble Mine: Hearing Before the H Comm. on Science, 
Space, and Technology, 114th Cong. (2015); Examining EPA 's Predetermined Efforts to Block the Pebble Mine 
Part II: Hearing Before the H Comm. on Science, Space, and Technology, 114th Cong. (2016). 
2 Id. 
3 Id. 
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The Committee was encouraged by EPA's July 2017 announcement that it was 
considering withdrawing its proposed determination to use Section 404(c) to preemptively 
dismiss the Project. Unfortunately, on January 26, 2018, the agency decided to withdraw its 
consideration to rescind the proposed determination. 

In December 2017, the Pebble Limited Partnership ("Pebble") lawfully submitted a 
permit application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ("Corps") to begin the process for a 
section 404 permit. This permit process ensures stewardship to our environment by requiring the 
applicant to conduct an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to the National 
Environment Policy Act. Furthermore, in conducing the EIS, the Corps is engaging with 
independent third parties to ensure a sound procedure based on science. 

To uphold principles of due process and rule oflaw, the Committee reiterates its 
recommendation that EPA withdraw its proposed determination. The Committee has 
demonstrated through its oversight that the process used to establish the proposed determination 
was scientifically flawed and was established by officials in the previous administration who had 
arrived at a predetermined conclusion with regard to the Project. Moreover, President Trump has 
made it clear as part of the administration's infrastructure plan that EPA should not undertake 
preemptive actions using Section 404( c) of the CW A. 4 Withdrawing the proposed determination 
will ensure that this project and future projects will receive an objective science-based 
assessment in accordance with the EIS process. 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Committee staff. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Lamar Smith 
Chairman 
Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology 

cc: The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson, Ranking Minority Member, House Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology 

4 Legislative Outline for Requilding Infrastructure in America, WHITE HOUSE (Feb. 12, 2018) (available at 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/INFRASTRUCTURE-211.pdf). 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
From: Kaiser, Russell[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=222DA99956D24CA 197DC6F8BF4AE1 FFS-KAISER, RUSSELL] 
Sent: Tue 7/17/2018 10:41 :29 AM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Updated language proposed. Let me know if you want to discuss. 
Western Caucus Response FINAL 6.27.18 new edits 7.13.18.docx 

Pa Im er ... Pl s review first thing. l__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--· Ex. 5 _Deliberative Process (DP)-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· j 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i Pis advise ASAP as Brian needs to move 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

forward with DOC this AM. 

Thanks much - Russ 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
P: 202.566.0963 
C: L Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) .l 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 6:24 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Updated language proposed. Let me know if you want to discuss. 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
P: 202.566.0963 

I-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-) 

Ci Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

From: Kaiser, Russell 
Sent: Monday, July 16, 2018 10:09 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: Updated language proposed. Let me know if you want to discuss. 

Russell L. Kaiser 
Chief, Freshwater and Marine Regulatory Branch 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
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Room 7114B West Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20004 
P: 202.566.0963 
C~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
Cc: Miller, Clay[Miller.Clay@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Eisenberg, Mindy[Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov]; 
Kovatch, Charles[Kovatch.Charles@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Laabs, Chris[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6BCDC658D06042698E24591 D626C33BA-CLAABS] 
Sent: Fri 5/11/2018 3:07:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Urgent Request: Need to arrange a call today on Alaska Issue for the SAC Hearing Prep 
7 A 1 - Donlin Mine 404 .docx 

Brian, 

Here is a draft 1 pager on Donlin. 

Chris 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Friday, May 11, 2018 9:22 AM 
To: Laabs, Chris <Laabs.Chris@epa.gov>; Kovatch, Charles <Kovatch.Charles@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Miller, Clay <Miller.Clay@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Urgent Request: Need to arrange a call today on Alaska Issue for the SAC Hearing Prep 

Chris and Charles, 

We have a urgent request to develop a hearing prep fact sheet by noon. 

Can you draft for my review a factsheet on Donlin (Chris) and ASAP (Charles)? Palmer will be drafting one on the 
mitigation memo. Please use the Bristol Bay as a template. 

Thanks. Let me know if you have any questions or concern 

Brian Frazer, Acting Director 

Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington DC 20460 

From: Brown, Robert 
Sent: Friday, May 11, 2018 9:04 AM 
To: Goodin, John; Frazer, Brian; Hough, Palmer 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell; Topping, Brian; Eisenberg, Mindy; Weiler, Katherine; Moore, Kristie 
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Subject: RE: Need to arrange a call today on Alaska Issue for the SAC Hearing Prep 

John will be asking for a few new hearing-prep fact sheets. Attached provides the format. 

But also - We're asked to double-check this particular fact sheet, too. Please make sure it's current. 

Thanks. 

Brown 1307 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Friday, May 11, 2018 8:55 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Topping, Brian <Topping.Brian@epa.gov>; Brown, Robert <Brown.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov>; Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Need to arrange a call today on Alaska Issue for the SAC Hearing Prep 

Brian and Palmer - need to talk to folks ASAP-got further instructions. 

Would you two be available for a quick call now? 
John 
202-566-1373 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Friday, May 11, 2018 8:47 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Topping, Brian <Topping.Brian@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Need to arrange a call today on Alaska Issue for the SAC Hearing Prep 

Great, I'll send you the invite. 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 

Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 11, 2018, at 8:41 AM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

I can be available 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 11, 2018, at 8:34 AM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Folks - Will any be available to make a noon call with Lee? 

I will be calling in. 

bf 
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Brian Frazer, Acting Director 

Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington DC 20460 

From: Forsgren, Lee 
Sent: Friday, May 11, 2018 8:24 AM 
To: Goodin, John; Frazer, Brian; Campbell, Ann; Kaiser, Russell; Drinkard, Andrea 
Cc: Penman, Crystal 
Subject: Need to arrange a call today on Alaska Issue for the SAC Hearing Prep 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Will be sending out and invite soon. 

Lee 

D. Lee Forsgren 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 

Office Of Water 

Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Room 3219 WJCE 

Washington, DC 20460 

Phone: 202-564-5700 

ED_002890_00066937-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 4/11/2018 12:34:24 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

I agree. 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 6:21 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Thanks, Palmer. This looks fine to me. It's consistent with what we've said previously. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 1:52 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Let me know if you have any edits to these TPs regarding the status of the 2014 PD. See request below from OW. I need to submit 
them by COB tomorrow. 

-Palmer 

QUESTION: What is the status ofEPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination regarding the 
Pebble deposit located in the Bristol Bay region of Alaska? 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Lieberman, Paige 
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2018 12:04 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov>; Bravo, Antonio <Bravo.Antonio@epa.gov> 
Subject: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 
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Hi Palmer-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Thanks, 
Paige 

Paige Lieberman 
Acting Outreach Director 

Stakeholder Relations, Internal Communications 

Office of Water 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
(202) 564-9957 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Weiler, Katherine[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B2CA8131 DB564DAA8CCC9639F70F6235-KWEI LER] 
Sent: Wed 4/11/2018 2:52:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Ok.Great thanks!* 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 9:57 AM 
To: Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Apr 11, 2018, at 7:47 AM, Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great[__ __________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ Del_i berative _ Process __ (D P) _____________________________________________ i 

Thanks! 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Apr 11, 2018, at 7:15 AM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

Paige said I could send today. Waiting on OGC and ORC to review what I drafted. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Apr 10, 2018, at 9:56 PM, Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov> wrote: 

Palmer, 
Did you send anything to Paige for this request? 

Thanks! 
Katherine 

From: Lieberman, Paige 
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2018 12:04 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov>; Bravo, Antonio 
<Bravo.Antonio@epa.gov> 
Subject: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Hi Palmer-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Thanks, 
Paige 

Paige Lieberman 
Acting Outreach Director 
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Stakeholder Relations, Internal Communications 
Office of Water 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
(202) 564-9957 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Cc: Weiler, Katherine[Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Lieberman, Paige[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A 7EE44223E87 4DD0A 7 4B2260F3CA 7FF9-I NG RAM, PAIGE] 
Sent: Wed 4/11/2018 2:26:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Thanks, Palmer. This is perfect. 

Paige Lieberman 
Acting Outreach Director 
Stakeholder Relations, Internal Communications 
Office of Water 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
(202) 564-9957 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 10:00 AM 
To: Lieberman, Paige <Lieberman.Paige@epa.gov> 
Cc: Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Paige: Here you go 

Sent from my iPhone 

QUESTION: What is the status ofEPA's 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404(c) Proposed Determination 
regarding the Pebble deposit located in the Bristol Bay region of Alaska? 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Lieberman, Paige 
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2018 12:04 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Weiler, Katherine <Weiler.Katherine@epa.gov>; Bravo, Antonio <Bravo.Antonio@epa.gov> 
Subject: Status of Bristol Bay 2014 Proposed Determination 

Hi Palmer-
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks, 

Paige 

Paige Lieberman 
Acting Outreach Director 

Stakeholder Relations, Internal Communications 
Office of Water 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
(202) 564-9957 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Frithsen, Jeff[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E37 43BD6F3C345BAAAE407C 1 D6F78E92-FRITHSEN, JEFF] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 4:30:13 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Withdrawal of the PD to be announced today 

CRAP! 

Jeffrey Frithsen, Ph.D. 
National Program Director 
Chemical Safety for Sustainability Research Program 
Office of Research and Development (8101R) 

phone) 
phone) 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:24 PM 
To: Dean, Heather <Dean.Heather@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov>; Ebersole, Joe <Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; FertikEdgerton, Rachel <FertikEdgerton.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Withdrawal of the PD to be announced today 

Wanted y'all to know so you are not surprised by the news reports - EPA's public announcement is expected at 2 PM ET. 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 9:45:40 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: request for help on withdrawal notice 

Hi Heidi-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

This is discussed above. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 7:05 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: request for help on withdrawal notice 

HI Patty-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Chad lord [clord@npca.org] 
7/16/2019 4:35:06 PM 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
RE: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 

Ok. See you Friday. 

Chad 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 12:31 PM 

To: Chad lord <clord@npca.org> 

Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 

Chad - please enter EPA via our 1301 Constitution Ave NW entrance. The guards will call me to come down and sign you 

in. 

-Palmer 

From: Chad lord <clord@npca.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 12:01 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 

Works fine, Palmer. See you then. Can you remind me where we should go? 

Chad 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 10:51 AM 

To: Chad lord <clord@npca.org>; FertikEdgerton, Rachel <FertikEdgerton.Rachel@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 

Chad 

I'd be glad to meet with you on Friday. Does 10 AM work for you? 

-Palmer 

From: Chad lord <clord@npca.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 9:28 AM 

To: FertikEdgerton, Rachel <FertikEdgerton.Rachel@epa.gov> 

Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 

Thanks, Rachel. 
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Palmer, it's nice to be in touch again. I understand that you are busy, but if you have a few minutes to meet with us on 

Thursday or Friday, we'd love an opportunity to talk to you about our recent comments regarding the Pebble project 
and some new research we've completed regarding Pebble's impact on Alaska's brown bears. 

Chad 

ChadW.Lord 
Senior Director, Water Policy, Government Affairs I National Parks 
Conservation Association 

10-0YEARS 
P: 202-454.3385 I C: 202.257.4365 I clord(iilnpcaoe1rg I npca.org 
Your porks. Your turn. 

From: FertikEdgerton, Rachel <FertikEdgerton.Rachel@epa.gov> 

Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 7:22 PM 

To: Chad lord <clord@npca.org> 

Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 

Hi Chad -

Thanks for reaching out. You recall correctly that Palmer is the headquarters POC for the Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine issue. 
I'm out of the office this week and minimally involved with the issue at this time so I'm copying Palmer so you can be in 

touch with him, though I know his schedule is very intense at the moment. 

It was good running into you, too. 

Best, 

Rachel 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 15, 2019, at 2:17 PM, Chad lord <clord@npca.org> wrote: 

Rachel, 

It was nice to run into you a few weeks ago. 

I'm reaching out because NPCA's Director of our Alaska office is in Washington on Thursday and Friday 

and would like to meet with someone about EPA's Bristol Bay watershed determination. 

I recall you saying that there were other points of contact on this since we met with you a few years 

ago. 

Could you point me in the right direction? For example, is Palmer still working on it? 

Chad lord 

NPCA 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
8/15/2019 6:35:09 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer 
[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 

Subject: FW: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

FYI - the PD withdrawal FR Notice should be published soon. Was funded yesterday. 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 10:14 AM 

To: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov>; Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrey@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

James and Audrey, 

Thank you both for your help with this. 

I have signed the Cover Form, and, the Action Information Template in the G drive folder is final. 

For next steps, consider this message approval to send things off when you think they are ready. I only need to be made 

aware (cc'd) of your progress with submission and confirmation of publishing. 

Happy to talk about any of this and please let me how else I can help. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa,gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 9:30 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson. Erik@.~.U>i,_ggy>; Washington, Audrey <Washingtnn.Audrey(!':.? .. '.'?.P~~.,ggy_> 
Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Audrey, 

Attached is the partially filled out Typesetting Request that is just lacking the financial information. 
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As for the other forms (Cover Form and Action Information Template), Erik has to finish them. Then we are ready to go 

over the Cover Form checklist (my understanding is that Erik wants to be involved with this), I will put the document on 

the CD_RW disc, make three hard copies, and we can then send things off. 

Sincerely, 

James Morgante 
EPA SEE Administrative Specialist 
Regional Administrator's Division (RAD) 
Policy & Environmental Review Branch (PERB) 
1200 6th Avenue 14th Fl. BOS 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-4480 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa,gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 4:07 PM 

To: Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrey@epa<gov>; Morgante, Louis J. <morganteJouis@epa<gov> 

Subject: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Hi Audrey and James, 

James has been compiling this FR package and I'm hoping that Audrey (who has experience with publishing FR notices) 

can help us get to the finish line. The materials that James' has been compiling are here. I suggest you two have a phone 

call or email. 

G:\Baker\ETPA \Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_1035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_1035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 

Determination Withdrawal Proposal\ Withdrawal FR Package 

I am still working to get the Action Information Template finalized. Audrey, can you confirm that we need an Action 

Information Template document in this case? 

Thanks to you both and I'm happy to continue helping. 

ED_ 002890 _ 00069849-00002 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 

(206) 553-6382 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Holsman, Marianne [Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
6/26/2019 5:51:00 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, 
Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Eisenberg, Mindy [Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov] 

CC: Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Never mind that link .. Jalse alarm. 

Like us on Facebook! ({Dc.ooreqfon}O 

From: Holsman, Marianne 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:50 AM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, 

Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

https:/ /www.epa.gov/bristolbay 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:48 AM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@_~J:?A,_g9y>; Nalven, Heidi <Ndven.Heidi@._?.P+_ggy>; Goodin, John 
<GoodinJohn(wepa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.R.ussell(wepa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian(@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, 

Mindy <Eisen be rg,_f\1_i _ _o_gy@.qp9_,.g_Qy_> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <AllnuU:.David@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsrnan.Marianne@Depa.gov> 

Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
7/12/2019 4:21:15 AM 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
BBNC Meeting 
11July2019 BBNC Meeting.docx 

Hi Erik - Meeting notes from the meeting with BBNC today are attached. Thanks! 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 

206-553-8582 
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Template for Meeting Record 

BBNC Meeting - July 11, 2019 
Topic: June 2019 Leopold Memo - Bristol Bay 404(c) Action 

Meeting date: July 11, 2019 

Who requested the meeting?: BBNC 

Location: telephone 

List of outside individuals or organizations that attended {including affiliation): 

• Norm Van Vactor 

• Peter Van Tuyn (attorney for BBNC) 

• Jason Metrokin 

• Glenn Reed 

• Dan Cheyette 

• Kevin Sweeney (lobbyist in DC for BBNC) 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

List of EPA attendees: 

• Chris Hladick 

• David Allnutt 

• Ashley Palomaki 

Was there an agenda: No 
Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 
Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Dan Cheyette started the meeting. 

Summary of topics discussed {including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 

• BBNC's position is well known to EPA - the issue is the memo. BBNC was surprised by the 

memo given the timing. Memo has also created a lot of confusion. BBNC had been told by HQ 

that the 404q was unnecessary given the 404c. 

• Noted that memo asks for reconsideration of public comment and that further public 

engagement is vital. 

• Don't understand what confusion Pruitt's suspension created. Pruitt's FRN is clear. We should 

not give any credence to perception of confusion. 

• The PD is a necessary backstop to the Corps process . 

• Thanked EPA for its comments on the DEIS/404 public notice . 

• Stated that the comments on the DEIS have confirmed that any northern route is foreclosed 

by the property owners. In addition, BBNC opposes the southern route and it is BBNC's 

position that their permission is necessary b/c they own the subsurface. All of this was known 

before the DEIS was developed. 

• DOI recommended a revised DEIS 

• BBNC indicated that the Corps' website does not reflect all of the comments (~700K from 

watershed). 

• Both 404q and 404c are vital. 404c is the backstop . 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? No. Region indicated heavily engaged with HQ and can't say 

when a decision will be made. 

Were materials provided? No. 

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] 

ED_002890_00069982-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Holsman, Marianne [Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
6/26/2019 5:49:07 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, 
Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Eisenberg, Mindy [Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov] 

CC: Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

And, Associated Press in AK has called me. I've let OPA know. 

Like us on Facebook! ({Dc.ooreqfon}O 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:48 AM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, 

Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Chad lord [clord@npca.org] 
7/16/2019 1:27:57 PM 
FertikEdgerton, Rachel [FertikEdgerton.Rachel@epa.gov] 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 

Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 
Attachments: NPCA_PebbleDEIScomment2FINAL.pdf; NPCA Report Pebble Mine.pdf; BearEconomicsStudy-Full.pdf 

Thanks, Rachel. 

Palmer, it's nice to be in touch again. I understand that you are busy, but if you have a few minutes to meet with us on 

Thursday or Friday, we'd love an opportunity to talk to you about our recent comments regarding the Pebble project 

and some new research we've completed regarding Pebble's impact on Alaska's brown bears. 

Chad 

ChadW.Lord 
Senior Director, Water Policy, Government Affairs I National Parks Conservation Association 
P: 202.454.3385 I C: 202.257.4365 I clord(a)npcaJ)rg I npca.org 
l'our porks. Your turn. 

From: FertikEdgerton, Rachel <FertikEdgerton.Rachel@epa.gov> 

Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 7:22 PM 

To: Chad lord <clord@npca.org> 

Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Meeting Request: Bristol Bay watershed assessment 

Hi Chad -

Thanks for reaching out. You recall correctly that Palmer is the headquarters POC for the Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine issue. 

I'm out of the office this week and minimally involved with the issue at this time so I'm copying Palmer so you can be in 

touch with him, though I know his schedule is very intense at the moment. 

It was good running into you, too. 

Best, 

Rachel 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 15, 2019, at 2:17 PM, Chad lord <clord@npca.org> wrote: 

Rachel, 

It was nice to run into you a few weeks ago. 

I'm reaching out because NPCA's Director of our Alaska office is in Washington on Thursday and Friday 

and would like to meet with someone about EPA's Bristol Bay watershed determination. 
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I recall you saying that there were other points of contact on this since we met with you a few years 
ago. 

Could you point me in the right direction? For example, is Palmer still working on it? 

Chad Lord 

NPCA 
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Executive Suntn1ary 

For visitors 1,vorkhvide, coming to vie,v the majesty of Alaskan brmvn bears flourishing 
in their natural habitat is something very spedaL It is quite literally an Alaskan safari. 
The majority of bear vie¥.ring occurs in the summertime near the coasts surrounding the 
Cook Inlet in Southcentral Alaska. Optimum bear viev.ing opportunities coincide ,,dth 
the great Alaskan salmon runs which begin in late May and peak in July.1 Given the 
quality of habitat and vibrancy of local ecosystems, Southcentral Alaska is home to the 
largest concentration of brown bears found anywhere on earth (NPS 2019). 

This study examines the economic contribution of remote-access bear vie,ving to the 
regional economy of Southcentral Alaska. Bear vievving opportunities are inextricably 
linked to McNeil River State Game Sanctuary (SGS), Katmai National Park & Preserve 
(NP&P), and Lake Clark National Park & Preserve (NP&P). The predictability of brown 
bear congregations has influenced the development of permanent bear viewing sites 
,,vithin all three parks, which allows visitors to plan trips in advance (NPS 2019; ADF&G 

1 North American Pacific Ocean adult salmon population in 201 S was estimated to be more than -1-00 million; only Pink, 
Sockeye, and Chum Salmon ,vere evaluated, therefore even this massive figure is an undereslimation of the tolal North 
American salmon population (Ruggerone & lrvine 2018), i\lso, more than LS Billion juveniles are released annually by Alaska 
salmon hatcheries (Stopha 2018), 

.. u 
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2019). In order to reach these remote-access bear vie,¾1.ng sites, businesses in local 
communities have been providing services, such as air/boat taxis, ¥.rildlife guides and 
sleeping accommodations, to visitors for well over 40 years. 2 

Two approaches were taken to determine the economic significance of bear viev.ring in 
the region. The first approach examines existing research, which has assessed the 
regional economic contributions associated vvith vvildlife vie,ving activities and 
visitation to Katmai NP&P, Lake Clark NP&P, and McNeil River SGS. This approach 
not only outlines the contribution of visitor spending to the regional econorny in terms 
of employment and total economic output, but also identifies studies that estimate the 
economic benefits associated with the individual parks. The second approach taken 
utilizes primary data obtained from an online survey of bear vie,ving service providers 
who supplied proprietary financial information in order to estimate the economic 
contribution of bear vievving activities to the regional economy. The survey asked 
respondents to identify the propmiion of their business attributable to bear viewing 
services they provide. The proprietmy financial data reported by service providers was 
then extrapolated to account for all 109 bear vimving-associated service providers 
originally contacted to pmticipate in the survey. The final data set was then used to 
estimate the economic contribution of service providers to the regional economy using 
IMPIAN. :i 

Alaska is often referred to as the "last frontier", where wildlife continues to thrive in 
pristine environmental conditions. Many Alaskan residents and non-residents alike 
believe it is in our economic interest to maintain and protect these natural 
environments. A service or good (i.e. bear viewing) that has no established dollar value 
is no less valuable to society than a good or service vvith one. As competing uses of 
natural resources grmv, it is necessary to incorporate an unbiased economic framework 
in ,vhich monetary values are detennined for those goods and services that do not have 
an established dollar value (Thomas, Miller, Pamplin 1992).4 To this end, it is critical 

for resource and land use management to consider all aspects of societal benefit 
(welfare) in the decision-making process. This repmt highlights the economic 

2 43% of survey respondents report opening their business behveen 1976 an<l 1985. 
3 See Seetions IV and V for detailed description of IMPLAN analysis 
~ This concept is often referred to as 'non-market valuation' 

... 
lU 
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contribution of bear vievving opportunities in Southcentral Alaska, as these 
opportunities serve a strong foundation for economic viability oflocal service providers 
in the region. 

Key insights from previous research: 

The McNeil River State Game Sanctuary (SGS) has been the subject of two studies 
estimating the willingness to pay (WfP) for bear viewing permits. Hill (1988) 

estimates that the WfP for a McNeil River SGS bear viewing permit ranges from 
$464 to $696. A second examination by Clayton and Mendelsohn (1993) provide 
WfP estimates for site access ranging from $444 to $542 on average, and even 

$980 for a guaranteed permit. These values represent expenditures permit lottery 
participants were willing to pay beyond the existing costs associated with 
accessing the location. 

There are also two recent examinations of the economic benefits derived from 
bear viewing at Katmai NP&P. Richardson, Huber, & Loomis (2017) draw on 
visitor survey data to estimate the consumer surplus ( economic benefit) derived 

. 
IV 
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from bear viewing at Brooks Camp in Katmai NP&P. Measured as a per person 
trip value their estimates range from $417 to $1,002. Consumer surplus is a 
traditional measure of economic benefit which represents the difference between 
what an individual is willing to pay and what they actually pay for a good or 
service. 

Similarly, Loomis et al. (2018) evaluate the economic benefit of virtual bear 
viewing opportunities made possible by the presence of cameras at Katmai NP&P. 
This thoughtful use of technology makes remote bear viewing opportunities more 
accessible, increasing the exposure of brown bears beyond Alaska. Their study 
notes that there were approximately 2.4 million hours spent viewing bears at 
Brooks Camp online. They estimate an economic benefit of approximately $27 

million is associated with watching Katmai bears online. 

In evaluating the economic significance of visitor related spending to Katmai NP&P and 
Lake Clark NP&P two studies stand out. It is important to note that the economic 
significance studies focus on individual parks rather than any one particular activity. 

Fay and Christensen (2010) provide an assessment of the economic significance 

of visitor spending associated with Katmai NP&P to the regional economy of 
Southcentral Alaska (Municipality of Anchorage, Bristol Bay Borough, Lake and 
Peninsula Borough, Kodiak Borough, Kenai Peninsula Borough). Their 
assessment indicates that visitor spending associated with Katmai NP&P 
supported approximately 390 jobs and approximately $55 million in total output. 

While this study does not specifically focus on bear viewing related expenditures 
it does provide estimates localized to the same region examined here. 

Most recently, Thomas et al. (2018) provide a modelling framework used to 

calculate the statewide economic contributions associated with visitor spending 
related to Katmai NP&P and Lake Clark NP&P. For Katmai NP&P, they find that 
visitor spending related to the park supports 756 jobs and approximately $84.6 

million in total economic output. For Lake Clark NP&P these values are 455 jobs 
and approximately $50.9 million. While these results aren't isolated to the 

Southcentral region, they highlight the importance of overall visitation to Katmai 
NP&P and Lake Clark NP&P. 

V 
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lJaknek 

Estimates of the economic contribution of bear viewing related 
service providers to Southcentral Alaska: 

A total of 22 businesses providing bear viewing related services participated in the 
survey, providing information about sales, employee payroll, the number of employees, 
costs, and the proportion of their business activity linked to bear viewing operations. A 

total of 109 businesses were contacted. 

Survey respondents indicated that 7 4 % of their business related spending was 
made in the Southcentral region. Over half of respondents indicate 90-100% of 
spending is regional. 

Bear viewing related activities were an important component of respondent 
revenues in 2017. By area of operation the average proportion of revenues 

associated with bear viewing is 60% for respondents operating accommodations, 
58% for firms offering guide services, and 55% for scenic and sightseeing 
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transportation (boat and air taxis). The lowest proportion reported was 10%, and 
36% of businesses report that 80-100% of their business sales are associated with 

bear viewing. 

Scaled to the sample frame of 109 service providers, bear viewing related service 
providers generated $34.5 million in sales. Service providers paid approximately 
$10 million in wages and benefits andfilled 371 jobs (average). 

Using a multi-region by-parts approach, spending by service providers and 
households is estimated to support $36.3 million in production and contribute $19 

million in value added to the Southcentral region. 

Spending by service providers and households supports approximately $17.3 

million in labor income and 490 jobs in the Southcentral region. These figures 

include the direct wages and benefits of $10 million paid and 371 positions filled 
by service providers. 

These figures are conservative given that they do not include expenditures by local food 
and grocery providers, commercial airfares to King Salmon, or national lodging chains 
that may be related to bear viewing activity by visitors . 

.. 
Vll 
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I. Introduction & Purpose of Study 
The Significance of Bear Viewing in Southcentral Alaska 

The Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADF&G) reports that Alaska supports over 98% 

of the brown bear (Ursus arctos) population found within the United States, and about 70% of 

the population in all of North America. In fact, both Alaska State and U.S. National 
government agencies affirm Southcentral Alaska supports the world's largest concentration of 
brmvn bears (ADF&G 2019; NPS 2019). Vv'hi1e bears in general are omnivores and 

opportunistic, eating whatever is most easily accessible, the sight of brmvn bears gorging on 
salmon as they migrate upriver to spmm1 is a defining image for many individua1s when they 
imagine Alaska. Bears are also frequently seen munching on a ,vide variety of abundant 
vegetation and shellfish such as sedges, berries, clams, and mussels. Having a steady supply 
of food means less competition among the bears, and population densities in this region have 
been reported to be as high as one bear per square mile (ADF&G 2019). The quality of the 

natura1 habitat found in this region creates a truly unique experience for bear-viewers, the 
associated local service providers, and the bears themselves. 

According to the 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and f/1/ifdlife-Associated 

Recreation, there were 640.000 total non-consumptive vvildlife-vievving participants in the State 

of Alaska including both residents and non-residents. His reported that these vvild1ife-viewers 
spent a total of more than $2 Billion in 2011, \Vith the average participant spending about 

$3,200. A1though the analysis does not identify the distinct species of wi1d1ife being viewed, it 

does distinguish between broad classes of animals viewed. The "large land mammals" category 
specified includes bears, bison, deer, moose, and e1k 'I11e survey reports that 64% of ,vi1dlife

related recreation participants were non-consumptive users, which surpasses the 56% that 

report consumptive ·wildlife recreation uses, such as hunting and fishing. According to these 
numbers, about 20% of Slffvey participants report engaging in a combination of non

consumptive and consumptive activities in Alaska during 2011 (U.S. Census Bureau 2014). 

The purpose of this study is twofo1d. First, to review prior research which has examined 
the economic significance and contribution of non-consumptive vvildlife vievving (including 
bear viewing) to visitor welfare and the regional economy. Second, to estimate the economic 
significance of businesses in the 1oca1 economy of the Southcentra1 region of Alaska that results 
from carefully managed remote-access bear vievving. The map shcnvn in Section II, Figure 1 

details the region of focus throughout the report The subsequent data, unless othervvise 
noted, was primarily developed through a survey conducted by the Resource and Applied 

1 
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Economics Program housed ,vithin the School of Management at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. To better isolate the specific contribution of bear ·vie·vving to the regional economy, 
we surveyed service providers located around the region explicitly offering services associated 
·with bear viewing. These services include lodging and hospitality as well as air taxis and guide 
services. The majority of pruviders originate from the communities of Homer and Anchorage, 
and the main bear vie.,wing locations include Katmai National Park & Preserve, Lake Clark 
National Park & Preserve, and McNeil River State Game Sanctuary. 

This study contributes to a broader body of research identifying the significant linkage 
between conservation of renewable resources in southcentral .Alaska and the economic well
being of local communities in the region. 'T'he estimated economic contribution provides a 
lower bound measure of the total value of bear vieVving in Southcentral Alaska since it only 
accounts for monetary expenditures by service providers. Total economic value is the sum of 
many different use components and is generally difficult to determine. Natura11y, many visitors 
would be vvilling to spend additional funds beyond what is currently required to engage in bear 
viewing activities. Estimates of additional willingness-to-pay (vVTP) and indirect, offsite use 
va1ues such as TV programs, photographs, and books are key components to a total economic 
value framework. It ·would also be necessary to include nonuse values, such as existence and 
bequest values, which are likely to be quite large given the unique opportunities of bear vievving 
.in Alaska. Existence values ret1ect the value that peop1e receive knmving that the bear 
population is thriving in their natural habitat and that others are able to view the bears, even 
if they do not intend to travel to ltiaska personally. Bequest value is an intergenerational 
concept referring to the WTP to ensure bear viewing vv.iU be available to future generations 
(Swanson, Bergstrom, Trent 1992). vVe do not suggest that economic research alone should be 
cause of resource and 1and use a1location, but rather it is a va1uab1e too} to include .in 
considerations of conservation policy and management evaluation. 

Lake Clark National Park & Preserve. Photo by: NPS/Kevyn Jalone 
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II. Overview of Bear Viewing in Alaska 
Alaska is home to more than 32,000 individual brown bears, which 
supports a multitude of unique bear viewing opportunities in the State 
for both residents and non-residents (ADF&G 2019). 

A.. Region of Analysis 

The majority of opportunities for bear viewing in Alaska are predominantly located near 
the west coast of Cook Inlet, and include: Katmai National Park & Preserve (NP&P), McNeil 
River State Game Sanctuary (SGS), Lake Clark National Park & Preserve (NP&P), and locations 
in between. vVe define our region of analysis as 'Southcentral .Alaska'. The following economic 
analysis encompasses the entire Cook Inlet Region, including but not limited to Homer, Kenai, 
Soldotna, I\nchorage, Kodiak Island, King Salmon, and Iliamna. The reason that this particular 
re0 ion was chosen for our analvsis is because it is where the lar0 e maJ·oritv of bear viewing b ~ b ..,. '--

participants originate, and in turn, where bear vievving services. In 2017, there was a total of 59 

and 28 CUAs issued to service providers for Katmai NP&P and Lake Clark NP&P, respectively, 
indicating bear vievvi.ng as their primary purpose. Forty-six (78%) of the Katmai NP&P bear 
vievvi.ng CUAs originated from Anchorage, Homer, or Kodiak, and half (50%) of the Lake Clark 
NP&P bear vieVving CUAs originated from one of these three local communities (G. Irvine, NPS, 
personal communication, April 2019). 

Miller, Miller, and Mccollum (1998), note that 99% of all brown bears had been locally 
extinct from their original range south of Canada due to human intolerance and habitat 
destruction, with fewer than 900 bears remaining in all of the contiguous U.S. (Miller, Miller, 

and McCo11um (1998). This statistic is congruent Vvith that of ADF&G's current estimates of the 
population proportion that i\laska supports (98%). i\lthough there are opportunistic brown 
bear vievving sites around North America, such as in Yellowstone National Park and British 
Columbia, Alaska is the only place in North .America with well-developed, permanent bear
vievving sites (Penteriani et al. 2017). Given the availability of bear vievvi.ng infrastructure and 
the viability oflocal bear populations, the uniqueness of the bear viewing experience helps drive 
visitation to the region. 

3 
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FIGURE 1. 
Region of Analysis 
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Adapted from: U.S. Geological Survey (2ll01) 

B.. Bear Viewing Locations & Visitor Participation 

Brown bears inhabit nearly the entire state of Alaska, but the largest concentrations are 
found near the west coast of Cook Inlet (ADF&G 2019). As mentioned previously, the majority 

of bear viewing related visitation occurs within Katmai NP&P, McNeil River SGS, and Lake 
Clark NP&P. All locations are remote and are accessed by air taxi or boat taxi. Katmai NP&P 
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and Lake Clark NP&P visitor participation data is primarily quantified using reported data by 
operators who obtain National Park Service (NPS) Commercial User Authorization (CUA).5 
Each service provider that obtains a CUA to enter NPS property is required to report total visitor 
use days (VUD) as well as primary reason for the visit (e.g. bear viewing, sportfishing, 
flightseeing, etc.) (NPS 2019).6 While Katmai NP&P continues to be the most widely accessed 
area to view bears, Lake Clark NP&P has seen the most rapidly increasing visitor participation 
over the last ten years (Southwest AK IM Network 2018; ADF&G 2019). Redoubt Bay Critical 
Habitat Area and Trading Bay, Goose Bay, and Susitna Flats State Game Refuges are State 
protected areas located along the west coast of Cook Inlet, all of which also support critical 
brown bear habitat (ADF&G 2019). 

McNeil River Falls, McNeil River Stale Game Sanctuary. Photo by: WikiMedia Commons/Drew H. 

L McNeil River State Game Sanctuary & Refuge 

Originally established in 1967, the McNeil River State Game Sanctuary (SGS) is one of 

.Alaska's most distinctive bear vievving locations. The Sanctuary was expanded in 1993 and it 
protects portion of the region knmvn to support the largest concentration of wild brovvn bears 
in the entire world. A record T-1- bears have been viewed at one time, and approximately 1--1-,.1-

5 For information about CUA policies, visit: https://,vv.w.nps.grw/locations/alaska/commercial-authorizations.htm 
6 A visitor use day (VUD) is defined as total number of people at a location multiplied hy the number of days 
at that location. VUD underreports aetual visitor use clue to two major caveats: l) Unguided overnight drop-offs and pick
ups in a park are reported as one-day trips, and 2) If a lodge or other operation is localed on priva le property in a park, clients 
of the lodge can explore the park ,vithout a CUA, and their visit/trip to the park is nol recorded. Source: T. Shepherd, NPS, 
personal communication, March 2019. 
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individua1 bears viewed in one season at the Sanctuary. The McNeil River State Game 
Sanctuary & Refuge complex encompasses nearly 250,000 acres. Bruvvn bears are protected 

throughout the McNeil River SGS&F complex borders, which is located south of Lake Clark 
NP&P and it shares a border with Katmai NP&P to the south (Griffin & vVeiss, various years).? 

Bear viewing access to McNeil River SGS is solely granted through a visitor permit lottery 
administered annua11y by ADF&G. The permit lottery was deve1oped to provide the public with 
unique bear vie,,1ving opportunities while concurrently minimizing negative impacts to bears and 
the fragile ecosystem. Since the permit program was enacted, there has not been any reported 
human injury by bear, and no bears have been kiHed (Griffin & 1Neiss, various years). To ensure 
this record, visitor participation at the Sanctuary is closely managed and evaluated. 

TABLE l. 
McNeil River SGS Bear Viewing Permit Time Blocks 
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Adapted from: McNeil River SGS Permit Application '.'() 19, Alaska Department of Fisb & Game 

Over the last five years, a total of 4,711 applications have been received by ADF&G. Each 
bear viewing permit applicant may apply for up to four preferred time blocks for both a Guided 
Permit and a Camp-Standby Permit (Table 2) (ADF&G 2019). The McNeil River SGS bear 
vievving lottery generates interest from both .Alaska residents and visitors from outside of the 
state. On average, lottery applicants are split 60/ 40, resident/non-resident. This proportion 

generally holds for permit winners as well. Over the last five years, bear viewing participants 

7 McNeil River State Game Refuge was created in 1993, at the same time that the Sanctuary ,,vas expanded. vVhile the Refuge 
a !so protects the brmv1.1 hear population, it was not included in this analysis because a majority of activity in the Refuge is 
consumptive wildlife recreation, such as fishing, trapping, and hunling. 
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at ?v1RSGS have come from 16 countries, in duding Australia, Austria, Canada, France, Germany, 

Great Britain, Israel, ,Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, Slovenia, Spain, 5vvitzerland, 
Turkey, and the United States (Griffin & \Veiss, various years). 

There are two types of non-transferable, ,.1--day VieVving Access Permits: Guided and 
Camp-Standby. Annua11y, 185 Guided Permits and 57 Camp-Standby Permits are issued. The 
permit lottery program limits the number of guided visitors to 10 individuals per 4-day time 
block between June 7 and August 25. These are the only dates that visitors are able to visit the 

Sanctuary (Griffin & \Veiss, various years). The current application fee to enter into the lottery 
is $30, which was increased from $25 beginning in ?vlarch 2018. Vv'hen an applicant is dravvn in 
the lottery, they are required to pay an additional permit fee which varies by permit type and 
Alaska residency (Table 3). Guided Vie·wing Access Permits guarantee a campsite and 
opportunity to view bears where they are likely to be most concentrated that day, with a 
professional vvi.1dlife guide, during the selected time block Camp-Standby Permits guarantee a 
campsite and a placement on the Guided Vie,,1ving standby list Should a visitor ""ith a Guided 
Viewing Permit choose not to use their permit, a Camp-Standby permittee is offered the 
opportunity. It is exceptionally common for Camp-Standby permitees to see bears feeding on 
shellfish and vegetation along the coast, even if they are never granted access to join the Guided 
Vievving group of visitors (ADF&G 2019). 

TABLE 2. 
McNeil River SGS Permit Fees, Historic and Present 

Fees Prior to 2018 I Current Fees % Change Increase 

Lottery Application Fee 825 $30 20% 

Guided Permit (.A.K resident) $150 $''T '-" ,J 50% 

Guided Permit (non-resident) $350 $525 50% 

Standby Permit (,..\K resident) $75 $112 49% 

Standby Permit (non-resident) $175 $262 50% 

Adapted from: ADF&G, accessible at:https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfrn?adfgcc,mcneilriver.main 

The number of permit applicants and odds of winning a specific permit is generally 
influenced by the perceived quality of bear viewing associated Vvith a given time block The 
daily average number of bear sightings peaks around mid-,July. Last summer between July 17 

and 20, an average of more than 75 bears were counted daily (Griffin & "\Neiss, 2018). The peak 
of bear sightin°s naturally coincides with the neak of salmon runs (Figure 2). 

t... b ... t- t... 
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Figure 2. 

McNeil River SGS Mean Daily Bear Count Per Period Compared to Hourly High 
Counts and Historic 1\tleans 

Source: illaska Dep,utment of Fish & Game. 2018 l'v'.lcNeil River State Game S,rncluary l\lrnual Management Report (2019) 
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In addition to the bear-vievving benefits that visitors receive, there is also a financial 
advantage of the McNeil River SGS lottery permit allocation system. McNeil River SGS is able 
to generate revenues while minimizing human impacts. Revenues generated through bear 
viewing lottery application and permit fees help to fund McNeil River SGS operations and 
management. Between 2014 and 2017, the bear vie,ving permit lottery has generated dose to 
$375,000 in revenue, which is deposited annually into the State of ltiaska Fish and Game Fund 
(Griffin & vVeiss, various years). During the first year of increased fees in 2018 revenues 
increased by about 40%, totaling S96,(J60. Beyond the monetary aspect, there are also significant 
social benefits produced by the McNeil River SGS.8 

it Katmai National Park & Preserve 

Katmai National Monument was officially established in 1918 by President vVoodrow 
1Nilson to preserve the N ovarupta Volcano, which generated the largest volcanic eruption of the 
twentieth century, and formed the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes. It was not until 1980 that 
the Alaska National Interest Lands Act (ANILCA) was signed into law, which expanded the 
Monument to include more than four million acres creating what is now knovm as Katmai 
National Park & Preserve. The National Park Service states that: 

"The purpose of Katmai National Park & Preserve is to protect, study, and 
interpret ... habitats surrounding a high concentration of salmon and 

brown bears, and an ongoing story of humans integrated with a dynamic 
subarctic ecosystem." (NFS, 2009) 

Topographically, Katmai NP&P is situated in the northern-most part of the Aleutian 
Range, with the Cook Inlet to the north and Pacific Ocean to the east of the park. Glaciation, 
both past and present, influences the surrounding area as evidenced by sharp mountain ridges, 
rivers, streams, broad U-shaped valleys, and narrow lakes such as Naknek Lake. The region also 
continues to be seismically active, and earthquakes are frequent. N alive inhabitants of the 
Katmai NP&P region are knm,vn as the Alutiiq/Sugpiaq peoples; Central Yup'ik natives are also 
present in the stffrotmding region (Nowaki, 2001). Native societies in the region continue to use 

natural resources for subsistence and recreation. 

8 See Section II I for detailed discussion of various McNeil River SGS social benefit estimations 
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The State-uwned airport located in the community of King Salmon is the main point of 
entry for most visitors to Katmai NP&P, and the location of Park Headquarters (NPS 2009). To 

further illustrate the economic importance of the region of analysis as it relates to bear viewing, 
summary statistics from a visitor study conducted in Katmai NP&P asking respondents to list 
where their group stayed the night before their visit to the park, and the night after, are listed 
in Table 3 (Stravvn & Le 2015). 

TABLE 3. 
Locations of Visitor Stays Before & After Trip to Katmai NP&P 

Location 
Anchorage 

Homer 
Kimr Salm.on u 

Kodiak 
AH others,~ ,a 

Night Before* 
42.3% 
19.2% 
8J% 

Night After*~' 
37.4% 
n.1':J1; 
6.4~\; 
4,3% 

Adapted from Ka.tmai .NP&P Visitor Study Datah1se (Sm,·.v.n and Le., .2014) 
''Total of 456 visitor groups; *"Tota.] of 439 visitor groupo; *_,Includes all other locations and non-specified responses 

In 2017, fifty-nine CUAs were issued to operators offering bear vievving services. Service 

providers originating from Homer, Anchorage, and Kodiak reported a combined total of 5,783 

bear vievving Visitor Use Days (G. Irvine, NPS, personal communication, April 2019). l\fost 

visitors to Katmai NP&P appear in July and August, with July visitation consistently growing 
(Southwest AK IM Network 2018). Stra,vn and Le (2015) reported that out of 392 visitor groups 

surveyed, 79% listed bear viewing as the primary reason for visiting the park. Of these visitor 

groups, 77% consisted of 2-4 people, and 14% were in groups of 5 or more. 

Brooks Falls Vie"ing Platform, Katmai National Park & Preserve. Photo by: NPS/R. Taylor 
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Over the 1ast ten years, sportfishing has been the most popu1ar 'primary' activity 
reported by commercial operators, \Vith the exception of 2015 and 2016, when bear ,/ie\ving 

tallies surpassed it Bear viewing and air taxi services are the second and third most popular 
activities annually reported, and account for near1y 60% of a11 VUDs combined in 2017; see figure 

3 below. It is also important to consider that these three activities are not mutually exclusive 

(Southwest AK IM Network 2018). 

FIGlJRE3. 
l(atmai NP&P Visitor Use Days by Primary Activity (2007-2017) 

14000 
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"' 5 8l)00 I········· ·•···•·•········· •·•,................................................................................. ••··•"·······················································§•·•···················· ·I 
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2001 wos iow 2010 2011 w12 wn WH 201s nm; 1011 

Source: Southwest Alaska Inventory and Monitoring Network, Katmai National Park & Preserve Visitor Use (2u18) 

The mam NPS Visitor Center is located in Brooks Camp, ·which may be the most 
photographed and well-knovvn location to view bears in the v,rild. This location comprises 
approximately one-third of all V1JD within the park. Unlike the McNeil River SGS, Katmai 
NP&P does not strictly limit the number of visitors to the park. However, all visitors are 
required to attend bear orientation and the Brooks Fa11s Platform is limited to 40 viewers at a 

time, with a time limit of one-hour if there are others waiting to use the platform (NPS 2009). 

Other major locations ,vithin the park that visitors can vie'vV coastal bears include: Hallo Bay, 
Moraine Drainage, Amalik Bay, and Kulik River, among many others (NPS 2019). 
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iiL Lake Clark National Park & Preserve 

The first float plane to land on Lake Clark was in 1930. Lake Clark NP&P was dedicated 
as a National l\fonument in 1978 by President Carter. Two years later, the park was included in 
the 1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Act (ANlLCA), which created and expanded the 
Monument to include over four million acres (NPS 2019). Lake Clark NP&P is comprised of the 

Lime HiUs and Alaska Range ecoregions. Topographically, the Lime Hi11s ecoregion is located 
southwest of the Alaska Range where the surface transitions into rolling landscape. Heavy 
glaciation has significantly influenced this ecoregion as evidenced by thin deep lakes such as 
Lake Clark, sharp mountain ridges, and broad U-shaped valleys (Nowaki et aL 2001). The 
Dena'ina Athabascan name for Lake Clark is Qizhieh Vena, meaning 'a place where people 
gather' (NPS 2019). Native inhabitants settled the region thousands of years ago, mainly that 
of Dena'ina Athabascan, Central Yup'ik and Alutiiq/Sugpiak peoples. Subsistence living is still 
vvi.despread throughout native communities vvi.thin and around the park Today, Port Alsworth 
and Nondalton are the largest human communities (Nowaki et al. 2001). 

Crescent. fake, Lake Clark National Park & Preserve. Pholo hy: NPS 

Port Alsworth Visitor Center is the only public information center, but there are many 
independently operating lodges, campsites, and dining facilities. Over the last ten years, total 
visitation reported by commercial operators to Lake Clark NP&P has more than quadrupled 
from approximately 4,000 total VUD to nearly 17,000! The majority of this increased visitation 
has been occurring on the coast of the Cook Inlet, ,1vith Crescent Lake reportedly seeing a seven
fold increase since 2008. In 2017, Crescent Lake, Silver Salmon Creek, and Chinitna Bay 
accounted for more than 75% of total visitation to the park (Southwest AK IM Network 2018). 
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FIGURE 4. 
Lake Clark NP&P Total Visitor Use Days by Location (2008-2017) 

40C{l 

"· 3$~)1) , ............. . 

1 Jt'{.{l 

5 
~· ,":$(,0 

f JOC-0 

>of.{) 

1000 

Source: Southwest Alaska Inventory and Monitoring Network, Lake Clark National Park & Preserve Visitor Use (2018) 

In 2017, twenty-eight CUA.s were issued to operators offering bear vievving services. 
Service providers originating from Homer and Anchorage reported a combined total of 3,000 

bear 'Vie·wing VUD (G. Irvine, NPS, personal communication, April 2019). Similarly to Katmai 

NP&P, Lake Clark NP&P is visited most heavily in July and August In the last five years, the 
number of visitors indicating bear vie,ving as their primary activity has surpassed that of 
sportfishing, increasing from about 1,000 total VUD in 2007 to 6,500 in 2017. The number of 
reported VUD for sportfishing and photography, the second and third most common activities 
reported, has tripled during the same ten-year period. In recent years, park biologists have 
counted well over 200 individual bears within a 54-square mile area (NPS 2019). 

FIGURE 5. 
Lake Clark NP&P Visitor Use Days by Primary Activity (2007-2017) 
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Source: Southwesti1.L1ska Inventory and Monitoring l',retwork, L,ke Cbrk National Park & Preserve Visitor Use (2013) 
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C.. Industries Supported by Bear Viewing Opportunities 

Almost all of the businesses offering bear vie·wing services are locally o-v,rned & operated. 
This is an extremely important fact to consider when analyzing the economic opportunities that 
the activity of bear vievving influences. Service providers surveyed indicate approximately 74% 

of business expenditures, on average, are made locally in the Southcentral region of Alaska 
(Figure 1 ), and more than half of these businesses report 90-100% of expenditures as such. These 
statistics indicate that the majority of money operators receive from bear viewing visitors is 
injected back into the local economy. 

There are many different business industries that are directly impacted as a result of the 
non-consumptive opportunities to view brown bears in southcentral Alaska. There are lodges 
and hotels, air taxi providers, guided photography workshops, guided vvildlife viewing, boat taxi 
providers, and dining facilities, to name a few. These different business entities are not 
mutually exclusive, and quite often are combined into horizontally integrated business models. 
For example, many lodges offer their ovvn air taxis and guest meals, and air taxis often work 
jointly \Vith professional ·wildlife guides or even double as guides themselves. All bear vie-vving 
locations require air taxi or boat taxi and most of these places do not offer any food stores which 
means meals must be taxied out vVith the exception of King Salmon having a handful of public 
dining options, no other bear vie\ving entryway has food stores or dining facilities for public 
use. As you can imagine, bears are attracted to any kind of food they can get their paws on and 
this would cause unnecessary human-bear cont1icts. Therefore, many visitors may opt for a 
package tour that includes meals. Package tours may include any combination oflodging, meals 
and drinks, transportation, professional guides, or equipment. In order for this to be possible, 
a company must independently offer all of these services or there may be multiple operators 
that work jointly to provide a full visitor package, further demonstrating the integration among 
service operators that off er bear viewing opportunities. 

Consequently, the origin of a visitor's trip has a significant impact on the local grocers 
and dining facilities in the community. It would not be feasible to survey grocers or dining 
facilities in order to capture bear vievving-related revenues because they naturally do not collect 
this kind of information from customers. Nevertheless, we know that all of the service operators 
also live and recreate in their local communities, so it is extremely likely that a significant 
portion of their incomes generated from bear vie-wing associated services are then pumped back 
into the local economies. 
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III. Prior Research of Econontic Values 

Two notable visitor surveys concerning Katmai NP&P were conducted in the summers 
of 2006 and 2014 (Littlejohn & Ho11enhorst 2007; Stravvn & Le 2015). A number of analyses have 
utilized the final data from these two studies to analyze economic effects of tourism associated 
vvith the individual parks. The two main aspects of economic values analyzed among the studies 
are referred to as 'economic significance or contribution' and 'consumer surplus' (i.e. visitor 
welfare accounted for above and beyond actual cost). Economic significance or contribution 
typica1ly examines how spending ripp1es through an economy, impacting employment and total 
output. Measures of economic benefit (e.g. consumer surplus) highlight the value an individual 
derives from a particular good or service. While related, these two economic measures tell us 
different things about any given aHocation of resources, goods, or services. If we are concerned 
,vith identifying the potential impact a given change in spending has on employ1nent in a local 
economy an economic impact or significance analysis is warranted. If we are concerned with 
conducting a cost-benefit ana1ysis measures of economic we1fare such as consumer surplus are 
also necessary to include. As noted by Richardson, Huber, & Loomis (2017) a full portrait of the 
economic importance of any activity can be evaluated using both of these frameworks. The 
follovving studies discussed do not focus on any one particular visitor activity (i.e. bear viev,ring), 
but rather analyze the economic effects of each individual park as a whole. 

A.. Visitor Welfare (Benefits) Estimations 

I-Iill (1988) assessed visitor welfare associated ·vvith the McNeil River State Game 
Sanctuary permit lottery as a case study to highlight the economics of a lottery mechanism for 
distributing a good or senrice, as opposed to "market-like" mechanisms such as price. The 
general assertion is that a visit to McNeil River SGS is a scarce economic good, and the current 
distribution mechanism (lottery) does not provide the highest societal benefits. 9 Hill ( 1988) 

argues that one reason for considering a market-like alternative would be raising revenues to 
cover the cost of the bear vievving program, "given the State budget outlook". Related to that, it 
may be in the interest of Alaska residents, as State resource mvners, to maximize the return of 
this scarce resource by alkw,ring the permits to be distributed in a way that minimizes economic 

9 Searcity is present when demand for a good is much higher than the limited supply of that good; e.g. there are not enough 
MeNeil River SGS bear vie,ving permits to satisfy the overall demand for the permits. Therefore, a distribution mechanism 
(i.e. lottery, queue, priee) is necessary. 
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}osses.10 The report presents economic impacts of the 1ottery mechanism using a 1986 survey of 

McNeil River SGS lottery participants.ii A linear demand curve for Guided Vievving permits 
was derived from the survey data, and indicated that if bear vievving permits were sold or 
auctioned in some fashion, the "market" price would generate 8464 per permit at minimum, and 
could significantly exceed $696 (Hill 1988).12 Based on these estimates, if the maximum 185 

Guided Vievving permits were allocated and paid for, a conservative range of annual revenue 
could be from 885,840 to 8128,760.13 Although the lottery mechanism is still used by i\DF&G to 
distribute McNeil River SGS bear vie,,1ving permits, the agency most recently increased the fee 
schedule significantly in 2018 (Table 2). Revenues generated in 2018 from the permit program 

were approximately $96,060 - an increase of more than $22,000 from the prior year revenues of 
$73,400 - even with 90 less permit applicants and 14 less payments received for all permit types 
(Griffin & vVeiss, 2017 and 2018). Assuming all applicants would pay for the permit they apply 
for, we can discern that 872 indi-vidua1s are vvil1ing1y to pay, at minimum, the increased fees. 
This suggests that the total economic significance of bear viewing at McNeil River SGS is well 
beyond the revenues generated by the permit program. 

Clayton & lV[endelsohn (1993) estimate visitor willingness-to-pay (vVTP) for access to 

McNeil River SGS using the contingent valuation method (CVM).14 Four CV questions were 
asked in order to minimize wording-bias and confirm consistency among responses. 1s An 
intercept survey was administered in 1990 at McNeil River SGS, to approximately 90% of all 
visitors that year. Table 6 below summarizes the resu1ts from data adjusted to eliminate protest 
bids of $0 from Question 1 and all responses in excess of $1,957 (2019 dollars). The average price 
people would be willing to pay is estimated to be about $480 per permit (2019 dollars). Echoing 

the analysis by Hill (1988), the authors suggest that increasing user fees has the potential to 
generate significant additional revenues. Particularly, the survey data indicated that if there 
was a mixed-mode mechanism of distribution involving a guaranteed-permit auction and the 
current 1ottery, 20 guaranteed-permits wou1d se11 for about $980 each (201 () dol1ars), which 
would still allow for the vast majority of permits to be allocated by lottery. Extrapolating these 
reported figures, revenues generated from the McNeil River SGS bear viewing permit program 

so Economic losses discussed in Hill (1988) include transaction (e.g. time) cos ls, non-transferability of permits, unused 
permits ("no shows"}, and societal losses resulting from permits not necessarily being used where they are valued lhe highest. 
11 488 out of 806 surveys were returned (Cl% response rate) 
12 Dollar figures adjusted from 1986 dollars to 2019 dollars using the BLS CPI Inflation Calculator accessed at: 
h ltps: / /w1vw.bls.gov/ data/intlation_calculator.hlm 
13 This range does not include additional permit fees collected from visitor transport authorizations or special access permits. 
14 Willingness to pay (VVTP) represents the maximum amount of money an individual is willing to pay to aequire one unit of a 
good or service. 
15 T,vo of the CV questions used to estimate the value of a MeNeil River SGS visit were open-ended, direct WTP questions and 
two were presented in a discrete choice frame-work Summary of results are presented in Table 6. 
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would hypothetica1ly approximate $100,450.16 This figure Hes directly mid- range of the 

estimates derived by Hill (1988), and is only slightly higher than the current permit program 
revenues of 896,060 (Griffin & Weiss 2019). 

TABLE 4. 
Visitor Welfare Estimates of Bear Viewing at McNeil River SGS* 

CV:M Ouestion Format 

J\,iean'~* 

SD*·» 

Open-Ended Discrete Choice 

Ql . 

$444 

$362 

Q2 

$452 

$236 

m 
$542 

$250 

Q1 
$48:::i 

$354 

·' All figures reported in 2019 dollars, based on BLS CPl ·H Bids of $0 and in excess of $1,957 have been removed 
Adapted from Clayton & Mendelsohn (1')93) 

The most recent estimates of consumer surplus (visitor welfare) pertaining to remote 
access vvild1ife vievving in A1aska focuses on Katmai NP&P (Richardson, Huber1 & Loomis 2017). 

The visitor survey by Stravvn & Le (2015) served as the primary source of data for the travel cost 
model developed in the study.17 The travel cost variable in the model was constructed using the 
round-trip distance (in miles) from the respondent's home ZIP code to .Anchorage International 
Airport multip1ied by an estimate of average airfare cost per mi1e. Opportunity cost in the form 
of lost ·wages during the trip and the average cost of an air taxi to arrive in King Salmon is added 
to the travel cost variable previously derived. The consumer surplus (visitor welfare) estimation 
also includes 9 other explanatory variab1es such as other ,vi1dlife viewed and hiring a 
professional guide. The visitor benefit estimations are shown in Table 5 below. 

TABLE 5. 
Visitor Welfare Estimates of Bear Viewing 

at Brooks Camp (Katmai NP&P) 

CS per group, per trip 

CS per person, per trip 

CS per person, per day 

Average ($) value 

$1,281 

8619 

$287 

Adapted from Richarclson et al. (2017) 

9{/}(, confidence interval 

[$41'.:\ $1,002] 

[$191, $464] 

16 20 perrnils auctioned at $980 = $19,600 plus 165 (remaining) permits randomly distributed by lotte1y al $490 (the average 
WTP reported) = $80,850, totals $100,450 
J7 Travel cosl method is used as a lool lo value goods or services that do not have an established dollar value, i.e. ttsed for non
market valuation. Tt is derived from the amount visilors spend traveling to a specific site (Haab & TvicConnell 2002). 
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Similarly, Loomis, Richardson, and Huber (2018) evaluate the economic benefit of virtual 

bear viewing opportunities made possible by the presence oflive-feed cameras at Katmai NP&P. 
This thoughtful use of technology makes remote bear viewing opportunities more accessible, 
increasing the exposure of brown bears beyond Alaska. Their study notes that viewers spent 
approximately 2.4 million hours watching bears at Brooks Camp online. They estimate an 
economic benefit of approximately $27 million is associated with watching Katmai bears online. 

B.. Economic Significance Estimations 

Fay and Christensen (2010) pruvided a comparative assessment of IMPLAN modeling 

versus the NPS's Money Generating Model (MGM) methodology typically used to estimate 
economic contributions of U.S. National Parks. One of critiques explicitly mentioned is that 
the MGM approach uses secondary data and a national model, which severely underestimates 
impacts in Alaska. The authors use adjusted figures from visitor spending surveys, secondary 
data from government statistic databases, economic base models, input-output mode1s and 
multipliers to estimate the economic significance of Katmai NP&P. The visitor survey used to 
estimate visitor group expenditures was conducted in 2006. The combined estimated data for 

visitor group expenditures and total visitors were then used to model the economic effects in 
2007. Two separate models were estimated: statewide impacts in .Alaska as a whole, and a 

localized model encompassing the IVIunicipality of Anchorage, Bristol Bay, Kodiak Island, Lake 
and Peninsula, and Kenai Peninsula Boroughs (Fay & Christensen 2010). Table 4 below 

summarizes the 1oca1ized modeling results, adjusted to 2017 doHars. 

TABLE 6. 
Katmai NP&P Visitor Economic Effects - 2007* 

Type of ltnpact 

Employment 

Labor Income 

Value Added 

Total Industry Output 

I Total Effect 

390 

$17,869,817 

$28,446,867 

$55,793,313 

Adapted from Fay & Christensen (2ulll) 

*Results from the local model, includes only Katmai NP&P 1~sitor spending in the five-borough region, in 2017 dollars (BLS 20l9) 
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The Natura} Resource Ste-wardship and Science division of the National Park Service 
most recently released a comprehensive report of all U.S. National Parks - 2017National Park 

Visitor Spending F:ffects. Data was collected between 2003 and 2015 and the analysis was built 
using 2015 Il\-IPLAN models. \Vhile this study does include economic contributions to 'local' 
economies for both Katmai NP&P and Lake Clark NP&P, the data mav be somewhat skewed . ~ 

due to the economic regions for parks in Alaska being defined as the entire state of Alaska. In 
contrast, all other parks in the same study were analy,wd using a 60-mile radius around a park's 
borders, except Hawaii ·which also is analyzed as a stateVvide region only (Thomas, Koontz, & 
Cornachione 2018). This unfortunately translates into an analysis that includes many areas not 

intrinsically linked to either Katmai NP&P or Lake Clark NP&P. His also noted in the final 
report that visitor characteristics and spending averages are not primary data, and ·were adapted 
using national averages for each park type. In fact, trip characteristics and spending profiles 
are adapted from two reports: a 2010 report on the economic impacts of visitors to Southeast 
.Alaska (McDowell Group 2010) and Fay and Christensen (2010) (Thomas et al. 2018). Their 
estimates are shcn1vn in Table 5 belCJw; all $ figures are reported in 2017 dollars. 

TABLE 7. 
Visits, Spending, and Economic Contributions of Katmai NP&P 

and Lake Clark NP&P to Local Economies - 2017* 

Total Total 
Labor Value 

Tota] 
Recreation ,nsitor Economic 

,Jobs Income Added 
Visits Spending Output 

NPS Park Unit 

Katmai 
NP&P 

::P,818 $58.07 M 756 $26.88 TuI $50.97 l\lI $8 1 f~ Tu1 C-'-1-xJJ 

Lake Clark 
NP&P 

22,755 $34.94 M 455 $1( 1'7'0: Tu1 ,.__),.. . .... ) $30.67 l\lI $~0 9" M .'J ",) l 

Adapted from Thomas et,,!. (2018) 
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IV. Methods of Assesslllent 

A variety of data sources were used in this assessment. Information about the nrnnber 
of visitors to both Katmai NP&P and Lake Clark NP&P was dravvn from Commercial Use 
Authorization (CUA) reports prepared by the NPS. CUA data (2019) obtained includes 
community origin of operators, hm,v many visitors each operator hosts, and the primary 
interest (Le. bear viewing) for visiting the park(s). Visitor data for McNeil River SGS was 
accessed through publically available annual management reports. i\long ·with detailing 
annual management activities at McNeil SGS the reports provide information about the 
number of permit lottery applicants and recipients. The annual reports also outline the 
revenues generated by the permit program and provide a count of visitors to the McNeil River 
Fa11s vievving area for ,July 25-August 5 of each season (ADF&G, various years). 

The primary source of data used to determine the final results of economic effects in the 
local region is proprietary financial data that ·was collected from service providers through an 
online survey. This data includes information on firm revenues, costs, payroll, and visitor 
volume related to bear vievving activities. Service operators offering services associated vvith 
bear viewing located 1/v1.thin 100 air miles of the Cook Inlet were identified through a variety of 
sources such as local Chambers of Commerce and the NPS website. The Alaska State 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development business license 
database was used to verify official NAICS codes listed for each service provider and cross
listed ·with the corresponding IMPLAN industrial sector. 

Given the proprietary nature of this information, all statistics have been broadly 
aggregated across the three fo11mving sectors: 414 'Scenic and Sightseeing Transportation and 

Support Activities for Transportation', --1-96 'Other A.musement and Recreation Industries', and 
500 'Other Accommodations'. The model includes the Municipality of Anchorage, and four 
boroughs: Kenai Peninsula, Lake and Peninsula, Bristol Bay, and Kodiak Island. ltil service 
provider expenditure and payroU data is annually aggregated and bridged to appropriate 
IMPL.\N sectors. Each respondent was also asked how they allocated their expenditures 
among 13 different sectors, which closely correlate or are exact matches to IMPL:\N sectors. 
See Figure 6 belCJw for a srnnmary of business expenditures among these sectors, adjusted to 

reflect activities directly associated with bear viewing based on respondent's indicating the 
proportion of business sales that are associated with bear 'v'1e\ving. The data obtained from the 
service provider survey ·was then used to aggregate to the total number of senice providers 
who were contacted for the survey. 
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171r r~ ·1 fRl~' -
.K' .l 'I..Jlf 'I... .L 6. 

Percentage of Expendihires of Service Providers 

Impact Analysis for Planning (IMPLAN) software was used to carry out the economic 
significance analysis of bear viewing in Southcentral Alaska. IMPLAN is a regional input
output (I-O) model 1/vith a basic assumption that the fundamental information in I-O analysis 
involves the flow of products or services from each industrial (producer) sector to each of the 
industrial (consumer) sectors. IMPLAN allows internal customization including the 
development of multiplier tables, changing components of production functions and trade 
flows, and creating custom analysis by entering final demand changes, among others (Bonn & 
Harrington 2008). 

A.. Service Provider Survey & Data 

The service provider survey was administered to 109 individual businesses that offer 
bear vie.,wing related services, such as air taxis, 'wildlife guides, and lodges in Southcentral 
ltiaska. The online survey was designed using Qualtrics software and responses were recorded 
electronically between 20 March 2019 and 19 April 2019. The primary source of service provider 
contact information came from the NPS website, local Chambers of Commerce, and Katmai 
Service Pruviders, Inc. A total of 22 service providers completed the survey and the data 
provided by each business was separated based on their original NAICS code, and then 
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extrapolated to the sample frame. Respondents were asked information pertaining to the 2017 

bear vieVving season such as home-base location, number of employees, aggregated employee 
wages, annual revenues, expenditures, and net revenues, percentage of bear-viewing related 
operations, percentage of Alaska resident employrnent, and how many trips were made 
to/vvithin specific parks.18 Fifty-percent of all service providers indicate 70-100% of all 
businesses sales were associated ·with bear vie,ving in 2017. 

The extrapolation of data was accomplished using the follmving steps. First, as noted 
earlier, all original survey responses were apportioned to account for only bear vie\ving specific 
activity, based on the proportion of business sales associated as indicated by each individual 
respondent.19 Second, separating each business into the appropriate IMPLAN sector as 
delineated by official NAICS code obtained from the Alaska State DOCCED Business License 
database (2019). Averages were calculated amongst each sector, and then extrapolated to 

account for all non-respondent service providers. After extensive research of individual 
service provider offerings, the survey response rate of 20% is deemed representative of the 

known population due to the homogeneity of business make up in terms oflocational distances 
and commonality of horizontally integrated business models. 20 Also, the responses of the four 
different sectors used for analysis was generally even split, allo\ving representative means to 
be calculated to apply to the non-respondent service providers. 

B.. Types of Economic Effects 

A direct effect is the observed amount of commodity input spending required to 
produce a dollar of the primary industry's output. The direct effects measure the dollar 
amount of spending it takes to produce one dollar worth of bear vievving related services. To 
provide an example, in the case of an air taxi or other flight seeing service a direct effect would 
be measured by the service operator's spending on fuel and other inputs needed to conduct 
the service. Indirect effects are derived from the production requirements of a11 other 
industries needed to meet the industry's initial demand for a dollar of its output. For example, 

18 Data from 2017 is used because many businesses had not yet validated their 2018 data and/or completed 2018 tax: filings 
19 One very large outlier indicated business expendilures made ·within the local region of only 10%; lherefore, all data coming 
from this respondent was multiplied by .1 to aecount for the documented leakages. All other respondents' data is assumed to 
follow the default 1 MPLi\N local purchase coefficients built-in the sofuvare. 
20 Furlher justification for assuming survey respondents as representative of lhe enlire population res ls 011 a report 
eslimating lhe economic value of wildlife wa lching tourism in Africa that was conducted by the 'World Tourism Organization 
agency of the United Nations, using a survey of tour operators which also received a 20% response rate ( 159 tour operators 
from :34 countries replied out of 758 operators from more lhan 40 countries contacled). 
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direct input requirements to produce bear vievving related services may include fuel, 
maintenance costs, and insurance. Indirect effects measure the production requirements of 
all industries necessary to support the demand for input goods and services used to produce 
bear vie-wing operations. Additional spending by employees and businesses who earn money 
as a result of increased demand in the primary industry generates induced effectso An 
example would be the jobs and benefits produced in the retail food industry ·which results from 
increased spending by service operators providing bear vievving serviceso 

Silver Salmon Creek. Lake Clark Nalional Park & Preserve, Photo by: K. Lewandowski/NFS 
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V. Econontic Modeling & Results 

Contribution analyses estimate the importance of an activity or industry to a specified 
region by modeling monetary flows from the final activity or service up through to the point of 
origination for all production requirements necessary. The results are interpreted as the 
economic contribution rather than an economic impact because tax revenues were not included 
(Fay & Christensen 2010). For detailed description of economic modeling terminology see 

Appendix A. 

Each operator indicated the proportion of their business sales associated with bear 
vie,,1ving as well as the proportion of business expenditures made vvithin the region of study. 
These two data points were critical for determining the economic significance of bear viewing 
specifica11y as they highlight the contribution of the bear vie½ing to their overall business 
activity. The number of employees, total wages &benefits (S), sales($), and approximate value 
added (S) were individually weighted to accurately reflect each business' proportion of business 
sales associated vvith bear viewing. 

To capture the potential level of total sales the survey data was aggregated to reflect the 
total samp1e frame of 109 firms. A by-parts approach was used and an 'Industry Spending 
Pattern' for each of the three sectors was imported directly from IMPL&.i"\J. Total service 
operator sa1es less wages and benefits were aggregated and bridged to the corresponding 
IMPLAN sector and then entered as the spending level. Labor income and proprietor income 
were incorporated as separate activities. Induced effects associated with labor and proprietor 
income have been included in the estimates. 

All four boroughs and the municipality of .Anchorage were analyLed jointly in IMPL!\.N 
as part of the Southcentra1 region. Employment, labor income, va1ued added, and output 
estimates are modeled and reported in 2019 dollars, using SAM-type multipliers. The values 
derived for direct, indirect, and induced impacts to the region resulting from bear vi.evving
associated service provider expenditures are smnmarized in Table 8 below. Scaled to the 

sample frame of 109 service providers, bear viewing related business activity resulted in 
approximately $34.5 million in sales and $10 million in direct wages and benefits. 
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TABLE 8. 
Bear Viewing Economic Contribution Estimates (2019 dollars) 

Direct Purchases Employment Labor Income Value Added 

Direct Effect $17t085t981 371 $9l984,858 $7,205l510 

Indirect Effect $9,765,449 56 $3,974,799 $6,126,837 

Induced Effect $9,411,464 63 $3,319,786 $5 708 554 , ' 
Total Effect $3'6,262,894 490 $17,279,170 $19,040,901 

Direct purchases by serv1.ce providers and household spending by supports 
approximately $36.3 million in intermediate economic production in the region. Spending by 
bear vievving related service providers and households contributes approximately $19 million in 
value added. 21 Final1y1 bear vievving related service providers and households also support 
approximately $17.3 million in labor income and 490 jobs (average) in the Southcentral region 

(Municipality of Anchorage, Kenai Peninsula Borough, Lake and Peninsula Borough, Kodiak 
Borough, and Bristo} Bay Borough).22 

For a rough comparison of bear viewing associated economic contributions from Katmai 
NP&P based on Littlejohn & Hollenhorst (2007), approximately 84% of visitors to the park 
indicated that bear vievving was the primary purpose of their trip. If we were to use this 
proportion to roughly estimate the effects using the Katmai NP&P economic analysis by Fay & 
Christensen (2010), which used the same visitor study as their primary data, we would find that 

about 328 jobs and $46.9 minion in intermediate production and $23.9 rni11ion in value added 
would be associated with Katmai NP&P alone. 2 3 

The data used in the Fay and Christensen (2010) analysis was obtained directly from 
visitors and includes dining expenditures, which make up a significant portion of economic 
effects estimated and cannot be accounted for in our estimates. Our economic contribution 
estimates are a reflection of spending by the service providers and households, therefore the 
spending by ·visitors that does not go to service providers directly associated with bear vie,ving 
such as air/boat taxis, lodges, and vvildlife guides, is not accounted for. Our assessment 

identifies $36.3 million in intermediate production and $19 minion bear viewing related value 

21 Tax contributions are not included. Respondents reported approximately $6ook in foderaL state, and local taxes. 
22 Slandard IMPU\.N multipliers were used to model labor income effecls. 
2 :1 reported in 2019 dollars 
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added. 'Whi1e conservative the estimates presented here help to i11ustrate the economic 
importance of bear vievving related services to the Southcentral region. Spending by visitors 
on bear viev,ing opportunities helps to diversify the regional economy and supports the 
financial well-being of many local businesses and households. 

Photo Courtesy of Mark Emery Photo by Alaska Ultimate Safaris 
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VI. Final Rentarks 

The remote aspect of bear viewing in Alaska presents major challenges to developing a 
comprehensive economic significance analysis. Drawing on proprietary data provided by local 
businesses this study provides an assessment of the economic contribution of bear viewing 
opportunities and related services provide to Southcentral Alaska. 

Bear viewing in Southcentral Alaska is unquestionably unique. The original brown bear range 
in the U.S. has been substantially reduced due to habitat destruction, with fewer than 900 bears 
remaining in all of the contiguous U.S. (Miller, Miller, and McCollum 1998). The complex 
interdependent relationship between wildlife and humans has only recently begun to be 
understood and taken into account. Constant human development around the world is being 
realized as a major pressure on wildlife. As a consequence, the conservation of brown bears in 
Alaska is not only desired, but also economically wise. 

As the supply of unique wildlife viewing opportunities decline worldwide, the distinctive 
opportunities available in Southcentral Alaska will become more valuable. Not only in terms of 
future economic activity, but also in terms of the social welfare derived from bear viewing by 
visitors and residents alike. Our examination paints only a portion of the economic picture 
since we examined economic significance and did not estimate the total economic value of bear 
v1ewmg. To better guide decision making, future research should be directed towards 
enhancing our understanding of how Alaskan brown bears contribute to the economic well
being of our state. Along with calculating the willingness-to-pay (WTP) of visitors for actual 
viewing trips, Loomis et al. (2018) found that online viewing opportunities for Alaska brown 
bears provide $24 million in individual welfare. Research examining the relationship between 

online viewing opportunities and potential impacts on actual visitation would be a worthwhile 
effort. As it stands Alaskan brown bears are a financially valuable natural asset which positively 
contribute to the economic vitality of the Southcentral economy and contribute to the positive 
perceptions of Alaska outside of the state. 
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APPENDIXA 
Glossary of TerminolobJJ 

Economic Significance Analysis evaluates the contribution of sector importance of an 
industry or activity to a region, usually including spending by both local residents and visitors 
from outside the region. 

Impact Analysis estimates the extent of change in income, employment, payroll, and taxes 
from a change in spending coming from outside a region. 

Region represents the geographic area for which economic changes are calculated. In this 
analysis, the region includes the Municipality of Anchorage and the three boroughs of: Lake and 
Peninsula, Kenai Peninsula, and Kodiak Island. 

Sector defines a set of industries whose product or service output is roughly similar. Sectors 
are commonly coded using the North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS). 

Input-output model is a representation of the flows of economic activity between sectors 
within a region. The model captures what each business or sector must purchase from every 
other sector in order to produce a dollar's worth of goods or services. 

IMPLAN is an input output modeling software system. The current version uses 536 sectors 
and includes procedures for generating multipliers and estimating impacts by applying final 
demand (expenditure) changes to the model. 

Final Demand is the term for sales to final consumers (households or government). Sales 
between industries are termed intermediate sales. Economic impact analysis generally 
estimates the regional economic impacts of final demand changes. 

Direct effects are the changes in economic activity which results from the initial change in 
spending. 

Indirect effects are the changes in sales, income or employment for firms providing goods 
and services to the primary businesses. 

Induced effects are the further changes in economic activity which occur as a result of the 
change in laborers and payToll of directly and indirectly affected businesses. 

Total effects are the sum of direct, indirect and induced effects. 

Multipliers describe how much secondary impact (indirect and induced) are generated from 
each dollar of initial spending. The size of a multiplier shows the extent to which initial spending 
circulates throughout a region. 
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Measures of economic activity: 

Total Industry Output (TIO): IMPLAN uses input/output accounting to assess the value of 
production by industry for a calendar year. Output can also be thought of as a value of sales plus 
or minus inventory. Output associated with bear viewing visitation is mainly in the form of 
services (e.g., travel, guides, food, accommodations). 

Sales or output is the dollar volume of a good or service produced or sold. 

Jobs or employment is a measure of the number of individuals required to produce a given 
volume of sales/production. Jobs include full time, part time and seasonal positions. 

Value Added is the aggregation of net income across all proprietors. It avoids double counting 
of intermediate sales. 

Willingness-to-pay (WTP) is the maximum amount of income an individual is willing to 
exchange in order to keep circumstances (attributes) of a service (good) the same. 

Consumer Surplus is the net value of a good or service above and beyond the price paid. 

Total Economic Value is the sum of use (onsite) and nonuse (offsite). 

Use (onsite) value is any participation of activity using a service or good, including non
consumptive uses (e.g. wildlife-watching, hiking, or photography) and consumptive uses (e.g. 
hunting, trapping, or fishing). Option value is a subset of use value and is defined as the value 
an individual holds for the future availability of a good or service. 

Nonuse (offsite) value is the passive, non-physical consumption of a resource, and includes 
existence value. Existence value is the value of a resource for an individual just knowing that 
it exists, and/ or knowing that the resource is available to be used by others. Bequest value is 
a subset of existence value and refers to the value derived from knowing that the resource will 
be available for future generations even if the individual has no intentions of ever using the 
resource themselves. Intrinsic value is another type of existence value and is the value derived 
from knowing that the resource is undisturbed and able to flourish without negative 
intervention. 
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APPENDIXB 
Input-Output 1\tiodeling Lin1itations & Assumptions 

Input output modelling is a useful tool but there are a number of assumptions and limitations 
which guide interpretation of the outputs and constrain what can be stated about the economic 
efficiency of any specific allocation of resources. I/0 models assume constant returns to scale 
in production which, by extension, ensures a linear cost function and equal marginal and 
average costs of production. Output is assumed to be homogenous (identica1). The approach 
also assumes that there is no input substitution and that there are no supply constraints. Put 
simply, firms can readily change output to meet demand and do so using existing input ratios. 
vVithin the IMPLAN p1atform model1ed economies are assumed to be in fuH employment, 
likeVvise, technology and trade relations are assumed. 

I/0 mode1s are usefu1 for outlining the potential employment and output impacts associated 
·with a particular change in expenditures. These models differ from a cost-benefit framework 
since they do not comment on the social welfare associated with any underlying distribution of 
economic endowments. 
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If built, PEBBLE MINE would directly impact 

the world-fan1ous brown bears of LAKE CLi\Hi( and 

NATV)N/\L PAP Mine activity would include 

a mile-wide open pit, massive tailings da111s, an ice

breaking ferry on lake l!ianma, and the construction of 

an 83-mile-long road with three industrial port facilities. 

These developments would directly jeopardize the 

highest concentration of brown bears in the world 

along with the world-class salmon fisheries which are 

the bears' primary food source, 

The mine and transportation corridor would destroy 

denning sites, disturb bear movement across the 

landscape, increase hunting pressure, and multiply 

negative bear encounters that would result in more 

bear deaths. 

In short, PEBBLE !\i1!NE could prove devastating for these 

bears~ Yet the lJ;) C:()f{Fl ()F ENCi~NEEFtS has failed 

to adequately assess the real risks posed by the mine 

to national park bears. 

As former Senator Ted Stevens once declared, 

Pebble Mine is the "wrong mine in the wrong place." 

1 
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ONE Coordinating with local cltizens, business owners, Alaska Native leaders, and 

community groups to educate and mobilize Alaskans around the real threat Pebble Mine 
poses to Alaska's famed Katmai, Lake Clark, and McNeil River brown bears, the bear
viewing economy, and the world-class sockeye salmon fishery of the Br-istol Bay, 

TWO Communicating to Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Representative Young 
that the US Army Corps of Engineers has failed in analyzing the real th,·eats of Pebble Mine. 
We have and will continue to urge the Al;c1ska delegation to value Alaska's brnwn be;c1rs and 
salmon, and the communities that depend on them, over- Pebble Mine, 

THREE Submitting technical comments throughout the permitting process in partnership 
with a coalition of groups advocating for ,·esource prntection and developing a strnng public 
record of our concerns fo,· wildlife, water, and the pem,itting prncess. 

FOUR Mobilizing our :L:3 million members and supporters across the country, with 10,000 
comments submitted during the most r·ecent public comment per-iod thrnugh July 1st 2019, 

FIVE Remaining vigil;,mt in the face of developers determined to do whatever it t;:1kes to 

get this mine permitted by 2020. 

Despite the real threats that FEEBLE !\i1!NE poses to BHOVVN 

the ()F ENCi~NEEFtS hasn't done 

!\SSOC!!\T!ON will do everything it can to stop 

Please contact tlm Alaska Regional Director, Jim Adams, at jadarns@npca.org to learn morn about what 
we am doing and how you can help us defend the brown bear of Katmai and Lake Clark National Parks. 

wwwJipca.org 
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June 29, 2019 

Col. Phillip Borders 
David Hobbie 
Sheila Newman 
Shane McCoy 

100YEARS 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District 
ATTN: DA Permit Application 2017-271, Pebble Limited Partnership 
645 G Street, Suite 100-921 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
drafteis(a)comments.pcbbleprojecteis,com 
poas pee ialprojects@u sace .army .mH 
https://pcbblcprojecteis.com/pub1iccomments/ncweiscomment 

cc: Honorable Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senate 
Honorable Dan Sullivan, U.S. Senate 
Honorable Don Young, U.S. House of Representatives 

Submitted by mail and electronically 

Re: Public Input on the Proposed Pebble Mine Project (POA-2017-271) 

Dear Colonel Borders, Mr. Hobbie, Ms. Newman, and Mr. McCoy, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) prepared by the Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) for the Pebble Mine (Pebble 
Project). On behalf of the people of Bristol Bay and our 1.3 million members and supporters 
nationwide, National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) strongly urges the Army 
Corps of Engineers to halt the EIS process until gaps in analysis have been filled, or if failing 
to do so, select the No Action Alternative for the Proposed Pebble Mine Project. 

Since 1919, NPCA has been the leading voice of the American people in protecting and 
enhancing our National Park System. NPCA's membership includes people who live and 
work in Bristol Bay, regular visitors to the region, and people who hope to someday visit 
Katmai and Lake Clark National Parks and Preserves as a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
Over the past decade, NPCA members and supporters have submitted over 93,000 
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comments in opposition to the Pebble Project. As an organization, NPCA also submitted 
scoping comments and a letter during this comment period requesting an extension. 

Inadequacy of EIS process 
This EIS process is woefully inadequate in analyzing the full and complete impacts of the 
proposed project. 

Given Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Clean Water Act 404 Proposed 
Determination and Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (2014) which indicated that the 
Pebble Mine project could cause dramatic and unacceptable impacts on the aquatic 
environment of Bristol Bay, there can be no dispute that the Pebble Project requires 
extreme scrutiny. 

Unfortunately, the Corps has continued to make no secret of its intent to move quickly 
through the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process for Pebble Mine. The Corps 
determined that Pebble Mine's application was complete on January 5, 2018, a mere 
10 working days after its submittal on December 22, 2017 and initially proposed a 30-day 
comment period for EIS scoping and a 90-day comment period for the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) during traditional harvest and fishing seasons. 

While the Corps did provide a 30-day extension to the public comment period, we restate 
our request to extend the public comment period of the DEIS to a minimum of 270 days. 
The sheer size of the DEIS and associated documents constitutes a serious hurdle for 
public review in such a short time period. The current schedule for the DEIS public 
comment period puts undue pressure on rural and tribal residents of Bristol Bay to choose 
between producing substantive comments on the DEIS and carrying out seasonal 
subsistence activities. 

Additionally, the Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP) has failed to provide a wide variety of 
key documents throughout the review process, including those necessary for an adequate 
DEIS. PLP has failed to provide a thorough environmental baseline, comprehensive 
mitigation plan, economic feasibility report, operations plan, water and waste management 
plan, reclamation plan, or sufficient information regarding bridge crossings over 
anadromous waters for required permits. The Corps should require PLP to provide all 
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necessary information and data before moving forward to a Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS). 

While the Pebble Project has not been able to provide the necessary information and 
documents and the Corps has failed to analyze many impacts, it is still clear that this 
permit should be denied due to the impacts identified in the 2014 EPA Proposed 
Determination, as well as supplemental materials submitted during scoping and DEIS 
comment periods by NPCA, various governmental agencies including the National Park 
Service and Department of Interior, native corporations including Bristol Bay Native 
Corporation, businesses and associations, non-governmental organizations, and private 
citizens. 

The following comments outline the likely significant resource impacts from the Pebble 
Mine Project which therefore require the Corps to select the No Action Alternative in the 
FEIS. 

Values associated with Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves as well as 
surrounding Bristol Bay and Cook Inlet Regions 
Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves are two of America's "Best Ideas," 
iconic pieces of Bristol Bay's intricate cultural fabric, and key parts of the solution to 
achieve permanent, landscape-level protection of our most robust wild salmon fishery. 
Congress recognized the importance of Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and 
Preserves' contribution to Bristol Bay ecosystem integrity and productivity by making 
them the only two national park units with detailed enabling language specifically charging 
them with protecting wild salmon habitat and natural and cultural values associated with 
salmon. 

Created in 1980, the first stated purpose of Lake Clark National Park is to protect a portion 
of "the watershed necessary for the perpetuation of the red (sockeye) salmon fishery in 
Bristol Bay." (ANILCA Section 201(7)(a)). Nearly a half-million salmon return to Lake Clark 
National Park and Preserve's waters every year by passing through Lake Iliamna, a lake at 
risk of contamination by the Pebble Project. Those salmon provide essential nutrients to 
the Lake Clark ecosystem, ensure cultural and food security to Dena'ina Athabaskan and 
other local people in the region, drive a local tourism economy and are part of an 
unforgettable experience for Lake Clark visitors. 

A!aska Reglona! Office 
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Katmai carries a similar mission "to maintain unimpaired the water habitat for significant 
salmon populations" (ANILCA Section 202(2)) along with its role protecting "high 
concentrations of brown bears." The iconic Katmai image of a brown bear catching sockeye 
salmon as they leap a waterfall is a powerful symbol of wild America, emblazoned upon the 
Alaska state quarter. 

Each year, nearly 25,000 visitors are drawn to Katmai for the "trip of a lifetime" to watch 
bears and fish. In 2018, visitors to Katmai spent over $57.4 million in Alaska and supported 
over 700 jobs, mostly within the park and neighboring boroughs. Lake Clark visitors spent 
$22 million and supported 271 jobs. Tourism in Lake Clark, primarily tied to bear 
viewing, has doubled over the past five years, and includes the promise of more economic 
growth to come. 

Overall, national park tourism has become a key component of Bristol Bay's economy: a 
sustainable, renewable resource that generates local jobs and dollars in gateway 
communities. EPA's Watershed Assessment estimates that tourism and wildlife viewing in 
Bristol Bay generate $100 million in economic benefits and 1,700 full- and part-time jobs 
each year, making it the region's second most valuable industry behind commercial fishing. 

Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves, the habitat they were created to 
protect, and the subsistence, cultural and economic values they provide to the 
region would all be put at risk by the development of Pebble Mine and an accompanying 
mining district enabled by Pebble Mine's road, port and energy infrastructure. 

Failures in analysis of the DEIS 
The Corps has failed to adequately analyze a wide variety of direct, indirect and cumulative 
impacts from this project, many of which we identified in our previous scoping comments, 
as well as additional impact concerns which we now submit in these comments. While 
NPCA's comments focus on potential impacts to national parks and the natural resources 
that travel in and out of park boundaries, we recognize that they are far from the full range 
of significant impacts the Corps must consider. 

An Analysis of a Fully Developed Pebble Mine is Necessary 
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The Corps must consider the full impacts of a long-term Pebble Mine on the Bristol Bay 
watershed and Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves. While Pebble Mine has 
submitted a 20-year plan, there is little indication this is anything but an arbitrary cut-off 
designed to limit environmental enquiry. The Corps is analyzing the proposal based on 
PLP's claims that it will only mine 1.5 billion tons-even as the company continues to tout 
the full deposit size (more than 10 billion tons) in its outreach to investors. Given what can 
be at best be termed the uncertainty of the project length, the EIS must address the long
term possibilities of the project. 

Additional Analysis Is Necessary for National Parks 
As detailed in the introduction above, Congress set aside Lake Clark and Katmai National 
Park and Preserves for the protection of natural resources like salmon and brown bears for 
future generations. In light of Lake Clark and Katmai's unique wildlife and recreational 
values, the Corps must specifically examine potential impacts to the parks, rather than 
simply including them in a broader analysis of wildlife or recreational impacts. 

Subsistence and Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
The DEIS has failed to analyze the potential impacts of the project to the cultural practices 
and continuation of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK). Local Alaska Native residents 
have maintained cultural practices tied to specific locations and ecological features, 
including but not limited to salmon, for as long as 10,000 years. These practices are at risk 
of being lost due to the significant ecological and economic disruption of the Pebble 
Project. Any impacts to salmon could cascade in a myriad of ways that have yet to be 
properly analyzed from a socioeconomic perspective. The people most impacted will be 
those who live closest to the proposed mine site, including the people of Nondalton, 
Iliamna, and Newhalen. As determined by Bristol Bay Native Corporation and other public 
polls, a majority of residents in the region oppose the project and many residents have 
sited major concerns for the continuation of their cultural practices and way of life. 

The National Park Service (NPS) has identified TEK as a major concern, stating in its 
previous comments 1: "If the EIS intends to recognize all the impacts of the proposed 
project on sociocultural dimensions of subsistence, it must more fully incorporate possible 
interruptions and discontinuations in implementation and transmission of TEK." 

1 NPS Comments on Subsistence and TEK Pebble Draft EIS 
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Salmon 
The DEIS has failed to account for the significant cultural, recreational, and economic value 
of the sockeye salmon fishery to the region. Roughly 500,000 sockeye salmon pass through 
Lake Iliamna and into Lake Clark National Park and Preserve to spawn every year. As in the 
rest of Bristol Bay, salmon are the backbone of the Lake Clark ecosystem, providing crucial 
nutrients for wildlife and vegetation. They are also the economic backbone of many 
communities in and near Lake Clark. They provide essential subsistence resources 
for many communities, support local commercial fishermen and the industry that 
surrounds them, and draw tourists from around the world for the recreational fishery. 

The potential impacts of Pebble Mine on Lake Clark salmon range from catastrophic dam 
or tailings pond failures to the long-term poisoning of Bristol Bay waters with trace 
amounts of copper. Barging facilities on Lake Iliamna could result in low-level but constant 
oil spills, or even a loaded ore barge suffering a catastrophic accident. These must be 
examined in light of the congressional mandate to protect Lake Clark wildlife and the 
region's subsistence lifestyles. 

Brown Bears 
The EIS must also consider potential impacts to Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and 
Preserves brown bears. One of the highest densities of brown bears in the world can be 
found on the Alaska Peninsula. In 2012, an estimated 2,000-2,500 brown bears occupied 
the combined protected areas of McNeil River, Katmai, and Lake Clark. These bears draw 
tourists from around the world to Brooks Camp in Katmai, and to the coastal lands of both 
Katmai and Lake Clark. They are a unique national treasure and are often individually 
identifiable by park visitors and by bear viewers, including people from all around the 
world who view via the NPS Brooks Falls webcam that shows bears fishing at the falls. 

NPCA has attached a white paper by Natalie Dawson and analysis by Lowell Suring 
both detailing many of the potential impacts to brown bears of the mine, transportation 
corridor and mining district. We incorporate these comments and recommendations by 
reference. 

The Corps failed to take a hard look at the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the 
project on brown bears in the region. (See DEIS at 4.23-16-21, 24,-Wildlife Values 
Environmental Consequences). As is the case throughout the DEIS, the baseline data and 
bear studies relied upon by the Corps are inadequate and missing. There are not enough 
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data regarding brown bear habitat, migration, denning, breeding, and feeding within the 
mind footprint or transportation corridor. Notably, the 3-mile radius used by the Corps to 
assess impacts to brown bears is arbitrary and entirely inadequate, considering brown 
bears in the region have been proven to cover distances as far as 100 miles. The Northrup, 
et. al. 2012 study relied upon in the DEIS to determine brown bear road avoidance is 
inadequate due to its distant location and disparate geographic and ecological 
characteristics that could significantly alter population dynamics of resident brown bears. 
Without adequate research provided from the region of concern itself, there is no way to 
determine the extent of impact from the proposed transportation corridor, which includes 
not only roads, but also ferry terminals and a major industrial port in areas of high bear 
density. 

Among the potential threats of the mine and an accompanying mining district is the threat 
to salmon, one of brown bears' primary food sources. Even a localized loss of salmon could 
lead to reductions in brown bear densities within the national parks, running counter to 
the congressional mandate for the parks. 

The proposed Pebble Mine site itself sees use from Lake Clark bears and will destroy 
habitat used by park bears. The port, proposed for a very treacherous portion of the 
Alaskan coast, will directly take habitat that may be used by Katmai bears, threaten long
term contamination of the Katmai coast, and pose the risk of an oil or chemical spill that 
could have immediate and significant impacts on the Katmai coast and its bears. The road 
will pass through and destroy habitat that is likely used by Katmai bears. It will also 
increase the danger to those bears from a variety of human causes, from legal hunting, to 
poaching, to increased defense of life and property kills. 

The DEIS has failed to analyze the potential indirect impacts to brown bears. Indirect 
impacts would likely include: fugitive dust in streams including Amakdedori Creek as well 
as proximate vegetation and soils; runoff from road surfaces and berms into streams which 
will increase turbidity, toxin concentrations, and water temperature changes; 
bioaccumulation of copper and other toxins from consumption of fish who have ingested 
them from water runoff and fugitive dust. 

The Corps must provide analysis regarding these very real indirect impacts that could 
significantly impact brown bears within the region. 
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Impacts to the Bear-viewing Economy 
The DEIS has failed to analyze impacts to the bear-viewing industry of Southcentral Alaska. 
We incorporate into our comments by reference a recent University of Alaska Fairbanks 
economic study2 which indicates that bear-viewing provides $34.5 million a year to the 
economy of Southcentral Alaska, with $3.8 million in wages and benefits from bear-viewing 
jobs and total direct expenditures of $5.2 million. 74% of local business expenditures 
related to bear viewing stay within Southcentral Alaska. 

Not only has the DEIS failed to analyze the direct impacts to brown bears, but it has also 
failed to analyze the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts to the bear-viewing industry. 
This sustainable regional industry relies on wild, pristine and remote locations for world
renowned bear-viewing experiences. A road that cuts through the landscape and disturbs 
bear behavior would directly threaten not only the bears, but the viewing experience and 
the Southcentral Alaskan bear-viewing industry brand. Any impact to the bears, the 
experience or the brand could pose significant impacts to the greater regional economy. 

The industry directly employed nearly 500 people in local communities in 2017. Any 
impacts to the bear-viewing economy could, in turn, impact the local communities of 
Southcentral Alaska by reducing visitation and income from lodging, food, and other 
recreation. This could translate to a loss of income for charter companies, wildlife tours, 
water taxis, lodges, restaurants, gas stations and other businesses. 

Personal losses could include investments that individual business owners and operators 
have made in permits, planes, pilot licenses and other small business expenses. Any loss of 
income could prove disastrous for small, family-owned companies, which would 
institutional knowledge in communities with small numbers of individuals. 

The DEIS has failed to adequately analyze impacts to the sustainable bear-viewing 
economy which has local, regional, and state significance. 

Finally, the DEIS has failed to specifically address the impacts to national park bears as a 
population and the potential impacts on park values, tourism and recreation of the deaths 
of identifiable bears from Katmai and Lake Clark. 

2 "The Economic Contribution of Bear Viewing to Southcentral Alaska," Taylor B. Young and Joseph M. little, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, May 2019 
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Recreation and Quality of Experience 
The DEIS has failed to adequately analyze resource impact concerns as identified by the 
NPS, including camping, hiking, and backpacking in Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks 
and Preserves. We have not seen proper analysis related to flight safety for recreational 
visitors which would be impacted by increased flight traffic. The DEIS fails to assess the 
impacts on recreational users on the ground, particularly in Port Alsworth and surrounds, 
from overflight traffic associated with the project. Additional data are needed to support 
the conclusion that noise from operations will result in minimal displacement of hunting 
and sport fishing, including non-motorized boating and fishing on the Chulitna River. 

Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves offer a rare wilderness experience that 
could be significantly impacted by the visual effects of the mine and associated 
infrastructure. The Corps must develop a viewshed analysis to determine direct impacts to 
user experience within national parklands as well as other public lands like McNeil Bear 
Sanctuary. Fugitive dust may also impact user experience due to reduced air quality and 
visibility, and degraded water quality and vegetation. The nighttime viewshed may also be 
significantly impacted from increased lighting associated with the project. There are few 
places left in the country to experience truly dark night skies, and any impacts to these 
resources would impact wilderness experience in these parks. Lake Clark National Park has 
the honor of possessing the darkest sky readings of any national park in the nation. As the 
NPS has already pointed out in their previous comments, the viewshed analysis radius of 15 
miles is arbitrary and we request that distance to be extended to the real visibility 
distances within the region as determined by NPS. All direct, indirect and cumulative 
impacts to daytime and nighttime visibility must be analyzed. 

The Corps claims that the northern sections of Katmai National Park and Preserve and 
McNeil Bear Sanctuary receive minimal use, but NPS visitor data (Katmai National Park and 
Preserve CUA database, January 2018) do not indicate that to be the case, with visitor 
numbers increasing dramatically in recent years due to increased bear-viewing activities. 
Similarly, there is little evidence for the determination that the transportation corridor, 
including the ice-breaking ferry, will not have significant impacts on regional recreation 
and personal transportation. We are particularly concerned about impacts to local 
residents who travel across Lake Iliamna in the winter via snow machine, but who will be 
unable to due to the ice-breaking ferry. 
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Impacts to recreation values must be analyzed along with activities. Recreational values of 
Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves, as identified in NPS scoping 
comments, include solitude, silence, unconfined recreation, undeveloped land, and dark 
skies - with these values included in the founding legislation of the parks. 

Additional recreational activities which require further analysis not provided in the DEIS 
include sport hunting and trapping, birding, night sky, and aurora viewing. Overall, 
recreation use of the region is increasing in a variety of locations within and outside of 
Lake Clark and Katmai National Park and Preserve boundaries. Given this, the 10-year 
average used by the DEIS is inadequate for determining impacts to recreation activities and 
values. 

Water Impacts and the Public Interest Review of the Clean Water Act 
Under the Clean Water Act, the Army Corps cannot issue a permit if doing so is "contrary 
to the public interest."3 The agency must consider: (1) the "need for the proposed structure 
or work;" (2) "where there are unresolved and substantial conflicts to resource use;" (3) "the 
extent and permanence of the beneficial and/ or detrimental effects which the proposed 
structure or work is likely to have on the public and private uses to which the area are 
suited."4 

In considering this question, the Corps must determine the short- and long-term effects -
including cumulative effects on the physical, chemical, and biological aspects of the aquatic 
environment of any discharged waters from the project. 5 In addition to considering the 
effects of the dredge and fill activities themselves, the Corps must also consider "secondary 
effects" on the aquatic ecosystem caused by the permitted activity. 6 

EPA's 2014 peer-reviewed Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment demonstrates that 
development of a large-scale mining district, anchored by the proposed Pebble Mine, is 
likely to change the environmental integrity of waters and lands surrounding Lake Clark 
and Katmai National Parks and Preserves. There are unresolved and substantial conflicts to 

3 33 CFR 320.4(a)(1) 
4 33 CFR 320.4(a)(2) 
5 40 C.F.R. § 230.11. 
6 Id. at§ 230. ll(h). 
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resource use in and around the parks and preserves of concern. Consequently, the Clean 
Water Act requires the Army Corps to withhold issuing permits for the Pebble Project. 

Potential negative effects of the mine and transportation corridor upon park-area 
resources include diminished water quality and quantity, extensive elimination or 
degradation of fish habitat, increased pressures upon and competition for wildlife and fish, 
and loss of subsistence opportunities for the local residents whose traditional ways-of-life 
are intimately tied to Bristol Bay's natural bounties and Lake Clark and Katmai National 
Park and Preserve. 

In its determination to issue permits, the Corps' analysis should focus on the completion of 
the current assessment, including concerns identified by cooperating agencies and the 
scientific community with particular attention to the findings in the Bristol Bay Watershed 
Assessment. This analysis should include review of significantly adverse effects and the 
ability or inability to mitigate loss of aquatic functions from the proposed action. 

An Analysis of a Bristol Bay Mining District subsequent and connected to construction of 
Pebble Mine is Necessary 
The Corps analysis does not adequately examine the impacts of a potential mining district 
on the Bristol Bay ecosystem and Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves. 
Instead, the DEIS refuses to acknowledge that the construction of a road, port and 
transport system will almost certainly lead to further mineral development in the region. As 
a result, the DEIS does not analyze any of the increased risks to the Bristol Bay ecosystem 
that would come with the potential development of several large mines, including the risks 
of catastrophic events and smaller, cumulative groundwater leaks that could devastate the 
Bristol Bay fishery. 

There are two developments in particular that could have direct impacts on Lake Clark 
National Park and Preserve. Big Chunk South is a 73-square-mile porphyry copper 
deposit/claim approximately 12 miles north of the Pebble project area. The claim block is 
entirely in the Chulitna River drainage, which flows into Lake Clark National Park and 
Preserve, and is less than 10 miles from the Lake Clark National Preserve boundary. 

Groundhog is a 196 square mile porphyry copper claim approximately 3 miles east of the 
Pebble project area. A portion of the claim is in the Chulitna watershed while the rest is in 
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the Kvichak watershed that may be connected to the Chulitna by groundwater. The claim 
extends within approximately five miles of the Lake Clark Preserve boundary. 

Potential Impacts to the Chulitna Watershed 
The Chulitna River provides between 20 and 30 percent of the total inflow to Lake 
Clark (Brabets, 2002). Lake Clark and the Lake Clark basin are an important Bristol 
Bay nursery for sockeye salmon. Each year, an estimated 1.5 to 6 million sockeye 
enter the Lake Clark basin through the Newhalen River to spawn in the many 
streams in the park. 

While salmon is the centerpiece of the Lake Clark basin ecosystem, it is far from the 
only important resource there. According to the National Park Service, the Chulitna 
River basin: 

"supports a variety of aquatic and terrestrial life that depends on high-quality 
aquatic ecosystems. Fish and wildlife from this area support subsistence 
harvests by residents of the local communities of Iliamna, Newhalen, Port 
Alsworth, and Nondalton (Morris, 1986; Fall and others, 1996; Krieg and others, 
2005). Fi.sh species present within the basin include northern pike, Arctic 
grayiing and char, burbot, longnose suckers, humpback and round whitefish, 
least cisco, nine-spine stickl.eback, sli.my sculpin, sockeye salrnon, occasional 
Chinook salmon, and Doll.y Varden (Russell, 1980). The Chulitna River provides 
the only known spawning habitat for humpback whitefish and least cisco in the 
Lake Cl.ark basin (Woody and Young, 2007). Hurnpback whitefish are the second 
most important fish harvested by subsistence users in the region after salmon 
(Fall and others, 1996; Krieg and others, 2005). Terrestrial wildlife within the 
drainage include grizzly bear, moose, caribou, and beaver." (Quality and Flow 
Data, Chulitna River Basin, Southwest Alaska, October 2009-June 2012; 
Open-File Report 2013-1009). 

Lake Clark is also the centerpiece of the Park and Preserve that was set aside by 
Congress to "maintain unimpaired the scenic beauty and quality of portions of the 
Alaska Range and the Aleutian Range, including ... wild rivers, lakes, waterfalls ... ; 
and to protect habitat and populations of fish and wildlife .... " ANILCA 201(7)(a). 

A!aska Reglona! Office 

750 West Second Avenue, Suite 205 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907-277-6722 I aiaska@npca.org I NPCAorg 
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Development of either the Big Chunk South or Groundhog deposits would 
significantly increase the risk of toxic mine waste entering the watershed through 
groundwater or through a tailings dam malfunction. Even minor spills could 
threaten the Lake Clark salmon fishery while a major spill could effectively wipe it 
out. The fishery is essential for the ecological health of the Lake Clark system, which 
depends on returning salmon for food and nutrients. It is also essential for the 
cultural and food security of communities dependent on the subsistence resources 
of the park. There is no analysis of these potential impacts in the DEIS. 

Any development in the Big Chunk South or Groundhog deposits would also be closer to 
the boundary of Lake Clark than the Pebble Project, magnifying the impacts of noise, air 
pollution, light pollution and scenic scars on park visitors and nearby communities. 
Increased traffic on the transportation corridor and increased infrastructure near Pebble 
would displace bears and other wildlife, such as caribou, that rely on wilderness in and 
around the park. An increased human population will lead to more resident subsistence 
hunters, putting more pressure on Lake Clark moose, caribou, and bear populations, and 
will also lead to more bear deaths due to killings in defense of life and property. The DEIS 
again fails to even acknowledge these potential impacts. 

Conclusion 
Ultimately, the Pebble Project poses the question of whether the future of the Bristol Bay 
watershed is a healthy ecosystem that supports massive tourism and fishing industries and 
resident subsistence users, or an industrial mining watershed with all the impacts 
associated with air and water pollution, increased noise, traffic and people. The DEIS 
makes it impossible to address this question by refusing to analyze the impacts of a mining 
district on the watershed and on Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves. 

The Pebble Mine Project, including the mine, infrastructure, and transportation corridor, 
threatens Lake Clark and Katmai National Parks and Preserves, including the hallmark 
natural resources of salmon and bears along with a rich variety of other wildlife. The direct, 
indirect, and cumulative impacts to these unique resources has not been adequately 
analyzed. The only reasonable decision is for the Army Corps of Engineers to select the No 
Action Alternative to ensure the continued sustainable management of the globally 
important landscapes and watersheds of Bristol Bay and Cook Inlet. 

A!aska Reglona! Office 

750 West Second Avenue, Suite 205 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907-277-6722 I aiaska@npca.org I NPCAorg 
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Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Alex Johnson 
Alaska Program Manager 
National Parks Conservation Association 

A!aska Reglona! Office 

750 West Second Avenue, Suite 205 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907-277-6722 I aiaska@npca,org I NPCAorg 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Fri 7/12/2019 4:04:10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Comments on Proposal to Withdraw 
180125 Bristol Bay Overview Summary.pdf 
88 Substantive Snippet Summary w 2.2 2.3.docx 
EPA-R1 0-OW-2017-0369-12474.pdf 
EPA-R1 0-OW-2017-0369-12481.pdf 
EPA-R 1 0-OW-2017-0369-12483. pdf 
HW BristolBayTopics with examples.docx 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2019 5:16 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Comments on Proposal to Withdraw 

For the meeting with Heidi and Carrie on Monday: 

Thanks to Brittany's excellent organization, I was able to piece this together pretty easily. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Docket 
• There are 24 supporting documents on the docket 

o Hearing materials 
■ 11 documents that includes transcripts, audio files, materials used to announce the hearings 

o Summary of meetings with external parties (attached) 
o Tribal and ANCSA consultation materials 

■ 11 documents that includes summaries (attached), ppts and other materials 
o Settlement agreement 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Sheppard, 
Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 6/17/2019 8:41:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 
CEI RFC response - options 052319.docx 
RFC 19001 interim 1 021319.pdf 
Draft interim response BBWA RFC.docx 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Attached is a draft response (third document) and the prior response we sent. It is due on Friday.! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·r-·-·-·• ; 
; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
; 
; 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

! i 

Hi,_ a I_I . __ We meet with_ Matt_ to _d i_scu ss this. RFC_ yesterday l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1§_~_~ ___ ~ __ ~_~'--~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Ex. SAC/DP 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; WigginsLewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 

from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 
brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th

• We will provide further updates once that 
meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 
report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 

Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 

Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 

participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 

any questions. 
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Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Wed 5/29/20191:58:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Yes. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 9:47 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Will we be provided an opportunity to review this new draft response? 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterday! Ex. 5 AC/DP i 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i_. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ L 

Ex. SAC/DP 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 
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Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; WigginsLewis, 

Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 

from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 

brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th
• We will provide further updates once that 

meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 
<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner

Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 

report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 

Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 
Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 
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participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 
any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 
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Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Mon 5/20/2019 2:38:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 

FYI, in case you did not see this earlier email from Tracy. 

From: Sheppard, Tracy 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 8:27 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

I think the response is great. I don't have any comments or concerns. Thanks. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 
(202) 564-1305 office 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) mobile 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2019 3:16 PM 
To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

Hi Tracy, 
I just wanted to ensure that you had a chance to review and weigh in on this draft response on the Pebble Mine RFC. 
I reviewed this and believe it to be a well-researched and solid response. 

KjK 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 7:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 
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Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Sun 5/12/2019 3:02:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: R10 comments on Pebble/BBWA draft RFC response 
RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 

Folks 

FYI, we have received helpful feedback from RlO on the draft RFC response, comments from David A, Ashely P and Erik Pare 
attached. Feel free to add your comments on top of one of these docs. Please provide your comments by COB 5/15. 

We plan to turnaround a draft for management review by 5/20 but given the short window for that review period which includes 
simultaneous review by Chris H, Lee F, and their counterpart in ORD we would like to get the 5/20 draft in as good a shape as 
possible. 

Thanks, Palmer and Kate 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, 
Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; 
Schofield, Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov]; Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 5/15/2019 2:48:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: REMINDER: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Thanks to those who have already provided comments, if you have not provided comments yet, please do so by COB today. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2019 7:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, 
Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, 
Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; 
Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Kirby, 
Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 5: 10:24 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050119.docx 

Folks 

Sorry for the delay in getting this to you, attached is the latest version of the draft response. We have flagged a few issues with 
comment bubbles to discuss during today's call. 

The first page includes some notes for the cover letter based on our last call, the rest of the document is the draft "appendix" that 
will include our responses to the 7 issues raised by CEI. 

There is also some extra material at the end that we are just saving there in case we need it. 

We look forward to talking with you today. 

Kate and Palmer 

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:11 AM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 
VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Good morning All, 

Please find attached the agenda for this afternoon's Scoping Team meeting for RFC 19001- Bristol Bay. 

Kevin and I are looking forward to a very interesting meeting for this most important topic. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 5/16/2019 2:58:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Question regarding RFC #19001 

FYI 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 10:55 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Question regarding RFC #19001 

Good schedule. 
The 0MB review is always a black box. 
We'll deal with their turn-around as it comes ... 

KjK 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 10:31 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Question regarding RFC #19001 

Thanks. 

Specifically,! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.L----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ... ·1 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Does this sound OK? 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 10:12 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Question regarding RFC #19001 

Getting closer yet! 

Suggested e d its tracked be I ow. .-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·a 

Also, with regard to IQG process steps, check out the embedded slide. l_ ________________ '§~'. __ § ___ ~~-~-~-~~-~~_t_i_~~---~t~~-~~-~-J~_~_) _______________ ___i 

! ____________________________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 ___ De I i _be_ rat iv e __ P r o_c es s __ ( D P) ___________________________________________________________________________ I 
Thanks Palmer and Kate! 
KjK 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 9:03 AM 
To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Question regarding RFC #19001 
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Kevin/Bob 

Quick question regarding format for the RFC. I drafted the cover letter based on the format in the two examples you shared. Are 

there any problems with merging the first two paragraphs and replacing them with this more streamlined opening paragraph the 

would come before we move to the background section? 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks, Palmer and Kate 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 2/8/2019 10:53:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Kevin 

Got your vmm. I'm in all next week. Feel free to grab some time on my calendar that works for you. 

FYI - below is the report out that I sent to my management after our meeting this week, let me know if you have any clarifications. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 6:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The m_aj or take-aw avs from_ tod_ay' s m eeti ng_i n cl u d_e :·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 
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To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 
vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 

Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 

Cc: Sandra Connors (Connors.Sandra@epa.gov) 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 
Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

Call-in number:! i 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

Conference ID:! ! 
t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 8:34:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry 1-28-2019 draft (003) pfh edits.docx 
Rep Gibbs 2016.pdf 
Indiana DEM 2014 AX-15-000-3072.pdf 
Vitter 2014.pdf 
Wasden.ltr.pdf 

Attached are my suggested edits in redline. Attached are letters referenced in my suggested edits to Answer number 1 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:32 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Updated Q & A is attached. Please review and edit (as needed) draft answers and please provide a draft answer for #5. Please try to 
send back to me asap. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David ''--'-'-!.!..!.::==-"-==-==~-
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer -!..!.::=..::a!..!.:.c=.!..!..!.!="-"-'=="-

Andrea<Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest.-.Seattle ___ _ 
Q; 206-553-2160 (: ! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 
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Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 

feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 

(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 

happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C./ Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter! @!f P/,northwest· 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Barnhart, Megan[Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 10:07:17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

From: Barnhart, Megan 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:04 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thanks for the info. We are working on that particular sentence. 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:55 PM 
To: Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

_I_ provided_ in put_ early on. __ i ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex. __ 5. De l_i be rative __ P rocess_ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Barnhart, Megan 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:49 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Have you seen this? Did your office contribute? 

From: Tomiak, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:21 PM 
To: Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy <Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any concerns? 

Megan:l__~~~--~-?..':.~~?.!1~_1_~~~~~-~y_(~_~)_.i request you please staff this a bit. I've copied David and Jill. ... l assume they authored the 
responses, but can't tell from the limited email chain. 

Thanks, Rob 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 4:15:12 PM EST 
To: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>, "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Block, Molly" 
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"Konkus, John" <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly 
<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 

Konkus, John 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, 

Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is what we put 

together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc' ed you because a mi nor portion of our re~pQ_Q~~--t-°-.l:1.S:b_~~--°-Q._Q_n_~.£.~.Q~!._!3_I_Q~_~i?.l<?.0 __ 9_0_tj_J__t_~i_nJ_y_°-~-~--°-ffJ.~e 
leads the agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA) -i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 

[---------------------------------E"x".-·s-·o-eiTbei-affve-·F,-i--oc·ess·toPf-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 
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Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: i Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP)i 

Follow us on Twitter/'l:}iiEPlini)Tf/ii,vrsi 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; 
Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 9:59:51 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response OGCandOWedits R1 0finalv3.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

___ FYI - he re_ is_ the_ I ate st. L_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 _De Ii be rati ve _Process_ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___! 
' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

From: Barnhart, Megan 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:49 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Have you seen this? Did your office contribute? 

From: Tomiak, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:21 PM 
To: Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy <Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any concerns? 

Megani_ ___ ~~:--~-~'=-~~-?..!1_~1 __ ~!.!'!.~~yJ~!'.L_]request you please staff this a bit. I've copied David and Jill. ... l assume they authored the 
responses, but can't tell from the limited email chain. 

Thanks, Rob 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 4:15:12 PM EST 
To: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>, "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Block, Molly" 
<block.molly@epa.gov>, "Konkus, John" <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 
<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, 
Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is what we put 

together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 
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Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response touches on One Federal Decision and I think your office 

.--~E:-~-~_s __ !_~-~--?~-e._~_~{~.-~?_r_~g-~_J!JB_°-~--I?.~l~.~i..9-.~~.9.-~0.LL._ ___________________ ~~_. _ 5 _ De Ii berative _ Process __ (DP) ___________________ __.! 

! _______________________ Ex. __ 5 __ Deliberative_ Process_ (DP) _______________________ i 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 q_ Ex.6Personal_Pnvacy_(PP)_I 

Follow us on Twitter! ~----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
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Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Thur 2/7/2019 2:21 :09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Thanks Ashley 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2019 9:18 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Thanks, Ashley. We're compiling a list of documents that may be helpful in crafting responses, so I'll add these in. 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Wednesday, February 6, 2019 7:06 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Hi Palmer and Kate - In thinking about public statements about peer review, etc. today during the meeting, I remembered Jeff's 
declaration from the FACA litigation. It might be too indepth but wanted to pass it along in the event it's helpful. I also attached 
Rick's. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major take-aways from today's meeting include: 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
! i 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 

To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 

vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 
Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 

Cc: Sandra Connors •=====C!:!!.C=~=t:t::::..'-' 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 

Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 
as follows: 

Call-in numberi ! 
C f I D 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
on erence : ! i 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
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1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Fri 2/8/2019 3:21 :02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 
AK to OIG 3Feb2014.pdf 
NDM-PLP to OIG 9Jan2014.pdf 
NDM-PLP to OIG 18Feb2014.pdf 
NDM-PLP to OIG 19Mar2014.pdf 
PLP to OIG 16Sept2014.pdf 
PLP to OIG 28Aug2014.pdf 

Not sure we ever got a complete set of letters from NDM/PLP to the OIG but in their response to the Feb 2014 404c 15-day letter 
and the 2014 PD they attached a number of them as well as a letter the state sent the OIG. 

I've attached all the ones from that era - they span from Jan 2014 to Sept 2014. I'm sure they sent more b/c the OIG report was not 
finalized until Jan 2016 and they were prolific writers. 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) l 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

If so, is this something Erik could help with? 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2019 6:24 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

I didn't realize that we had those letters. Also helpful, because it's pretty coextensive with the letter, is that the OIG does list its 
scope in the purpose section at the beginning of the report. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2019 6:31 AM 
To: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

I had a thought last night and wanted to run it by y'all. 

! ! 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Thoughts? 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2019 9:18 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Thanks, Ashley. We're compiling a list of documents that may be helpful in crafting responses, so I'll add these in. 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I Ecologist I schofiektkate@epa.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
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Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Wednesday, February 6, 2019 7:06 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Hi Palmer and Kate - In thinking about public statements about peer review, etc. today during the meeting, I remembered Jeff's 

declaration from the FACA litigation. It might be too indepth but wanted to pass it along in the event it's helpful. I also attached 
Rick's. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 

Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 

Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major take-aways from today's meeting include: 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 
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-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 

To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 

vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 

Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 
Cc: Sandra Connors (Connors.Sandra@epa.gov) 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 

Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

Ca II-i n number: i __ =x~-~-~~,~~-~•~-~~i-~•-c:.~~P} __ j 

Conference ID: [ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov] 
Cc: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Santell, Stephanie[Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 2/6/2019 6:57:32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

Yes 

From: Connors, Sandra 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 1:57 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

Palmer - Just checking in to confirm you are able to cover this? 

From: Kirby, Kevin 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 1:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; vanDrunick, Suzanne 
<vanDrunick.Suzanne~ epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, 
Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Peterson, 
Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov> 
Cc: Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

Greetings Bristol Bay SMEs, 

Our colleague Bob Tallent isi""~'"'"""··"""'iand I will be hosting this kick-off IQG meeting for him to consider EPA's response to this 
Request for Correction conc~rning the Bristol Bay Watershed studies. Please join me at EPA West, Rm 6303 if you're in the area, or 
use this call-in number for our meeting: 
Call in number is! : . ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Conference ID 1~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 

See you soon! 
Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 
vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 
Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 
Cc: Sandra Connors (Connors.Sandra@epa.gov) 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 
When: Wednesday, February 6, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

ED_002890_00072089-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 

Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

Call-in number:! i 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

Conference ID: !_ ___________________________ ___! 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, 
Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 5:58:15 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Looks great John 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 12:47 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thanks-I made only a couple additional tweaks and will send this version along. 

Thanks, 
John 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 11:23 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

John - I coordinated with RlO on its draft responses and I'm conformable with Allison's proposed edits to those responses. Looping 

in Brian and Russ. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 11:11 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee 
Hough, Palmer 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry re: Pebble and has put together the attached proposed responses (see my suggested edits in track 
changes). This is due to the reporter tomorrow and I still need to run our final answers by OPA. 
Also, here's a bit more about this reporter's angle: 

. . 
' ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hi Allison, 

Our draft responses to the McClatchy inquiry are attached. This information has been compiled from various existing publicly 
available documents and from our website. 
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Please coordinate with your team, OPA and others as needed. Please send any questions or changes back to me as well. I am happy 

to send the final response back to this reporter, as she reached out to me for a background conversation. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C.~ Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:39 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

That works ! No need to send me anything now 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 29, 2019, at 4:32 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:23 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia ~---~~~- Press 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:. Ex .. 6_ Personal_ Privacy (PP) .I 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David 

ED_002890_00072099-00002 

Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
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Hough, Palmer Bennett, Brittany 

<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 

Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 

with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 

attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter hqrEPl',iit,rt771lir:sc-·-·-·-·-.; 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 
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Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific NorJb.W..f:§L_;ir;_q.tflt._,_, 
0: 206-553-2160 e:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/- @!EP/1.northwest' 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 2:33:17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry 1-29-2019 draft pfh edits SS ACP pfh.docx 

Great edits - I put my responses in the attached 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 8:43 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thanks, Suzanne! Added my thoughts on top of Palmer's. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:03 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Susanne 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 3:44 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thank you Palmer, very helpful info and edits (as always)! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 12:34 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Attached are my suggested edits in redline. Attached are letters referenced in my suggested edits to Answer number 1 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:32 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Updated Q & A is attached. Please review and edit (as needed) draft answers and please provide a draft answer for #5. Please try to 

send back to me asap. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! ·;~~·;·;~~~~~~~-;~~~:~~-~~-~;l 
Follow us on Twitter h:;ifEPi'\n6Ytli1iJrsC

1 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 
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1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 

feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 

(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 

happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific No~t..hwr;.:i.t.~.5.r:.gttJr;;,_,_,_,_, 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
Follow us on Twitter h:}EPlini)Tf/ii,vrsr·-·' 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell(Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer(/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 4:34:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

FYI - Preview of EPA's New Release. 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:21 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 
Importance: High 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:11 AM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mdaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.cor y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 
Importance: High 

Thank you Michael. Adding our team here. We will share with Chris asap. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor.th.W.?.:it:.5_r;_q_t.t/?._,_,_,_,_, 
0: 206-553-2160 C:: Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter.hart-nmomrnresr-·-·-! 
Like us on Facebook! @q?Gregjo1710 

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:08 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mdaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.cor y@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Suzanne this isi Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) l 
! j L--·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-·-•-•-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-•• 
! ~• l □•l10•rot1nPr•w■■ (DP) j 
! i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:07 PM 
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To: Abboud, Michael 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to 

Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

'1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubi,cnbe 
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To: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 7/31/20191:39:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Withdrawal of the PD to be announced today 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Schofield, Kate 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 9:01 AM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Withdrawal of the PD to be announced today 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Kate Schofield, Ph.D. I schofielolJu1te@eprn.gov I 202.564.2640 
National Center for Environmental Assessment I US Environmental Protection Agency 
Postal address: USEPA I 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW {8623R} I Washington DC 20460 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:24 PM 
To: Dean, Heather <Dean.Heather@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Ebersole, Joe <Ebersole.Joe@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; FertikEdgerton, Rachel <FertikEdgerton.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Withdrawal of the PD to be announced today 

Wanted y'all to know so you are not surprised by the news reports - EPA's public announcement is expected at 2 PM ET. 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 7/23/2019 3:22:20 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 
Text of four PD findings related to fishery areas.docx 

Heidi 

Per your follow-up request, attached ar~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 

! _______________________________________________________________ Ex . ___ 5 ___ D e I_ i be rat iv e ___ P r o c es s __ ( D_ P ) ____________________________________________________________ ___! 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

-Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 4:08 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Comparison of preliminary findings in PD and DEIS 

Heidi 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

ED_002890_00074906-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Message 

From: 

Sent: 

Hough, Palmer [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=51CD0B0D81AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
7/18/2019 2:11:43 PM 

To: Schofield, Kate [Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

<!--[if lte mso 15 II CheckWebRef]--> 

Hough, Pa has sha1·ed a OneDrive Business fie vvith you. To it, dick the belovv. 

~ Withdrawa! of 2Crl4 Proposed Deterrnination_5Ju!y2019.docx 

<!--[endif]--> 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 1:24 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold . 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~~---·~----·~-~--~--i-·~-~-~~-!.~-y_~ ____ ~ __ ~_!?_~~-~-~---J!?_~J ___________________________________________ J 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 2:38:13 PM (UTC) 
Subject: ****PD withdrawal will be announced at 2 PM today 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw 404g letters Comms Plan 7-29-19v2.docx 

Just so you know .... 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:30 AM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BB Roll Out 

Wanted to make sur( _______ Ex. __ 5 _Deliberative __ Process_ (DP) ______ ___i 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:22 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out 

Good Afternoon! 

i ' i i 
i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor_t_b.w..(:;_t;_~_;i_r;_qt_t;Lf:... ____ ~ 

0: 206-553-2160 C.] Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) I 
Follow us on Twitter hrrrEPJVmnn1J1Jr:ff·-_; 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:49 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. 
i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

ED_002890_00075009-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:20 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

_1_!~_1_~~-~-!~--~~-~~-~Y--~~-~--~~-~-~_i_e._: __ ~_9_~-~~!.!.~!-~~--~:.-~-~~-':.!~_e.__p_~-~-~-~Y-~-~-~~j Ex. 5 De Ii be rative Process (DP) ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:09 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:58 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor.tfl.V!!?.!?.t.~.5_r;gJt(g _______ _ 
0: 206-553-2160 (j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
Follow us on TwitterhiJi!FPifi6itfi~vr~sT·-·' 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:57 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

[ ___________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De I i be rat iv e __ Process __ { D _P) --------------------------------------------------] 
Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
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stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:55 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1 

! i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 q_ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy_(PP) .I 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:53 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: BB Roll Out Call 

L__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process_ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___:Al so, 
just FYI - I won't be in the office tomorrow, but you don't need me for the communications roll out. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 12:48:26 PM PDT 
To: "Willey, Katharine" <willey.katharine@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, 
Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" 
<abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, 
"Grandinetti, Cami" <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>, "Opalski, Dan" <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

Matt and Chris connectedL_ Ex. _5 _Deliberative _Process _(DP)__! Thanks. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

-----Original Appointment-----

From: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 11:28 AM 
To: Willey, Katharine; Stern, Allyn; Palomaki, Ashley; Skadowski, Suzanne 
Cc: Fotouhi, David; Drinkard, Andrea; Abboud, Michael; Holsman, Marianne; Grandinetti, 
Cami; Opalski, Dan 
Subject: BB Roll Out Call 
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When: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4304/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC 

I -•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-1 

Call-in #:i Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-L .. .,,, .. .,,, .. .,,, .. .,,, .. . ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

' ' i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
j_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 4:40:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
Briefing Paper CEI RFC Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment-Pebble Mine 16May2019.docx 
CEI RFC (19001) red line showing changes from 08May2019 draft.docx 
RFC #19001 from CEI submitted 20181114 Bristol Bay Assessment-Pebble Mine.pdf 

FYI 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 
to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 
• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 
• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 
other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
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1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

Hough, Palmer [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=51CD0B0D81AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
6/26/2019 5:49:02 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Goodin, John 
[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell [Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian [Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Eisenberg, 
Mindy [Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov] 

Subject: FW: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

RlO also has a hard copy of a 4-page memo to the RA from HQ providing direction. 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:48 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, 

Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Tue 7/16/2019 8:42:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Comments on Proposal to Withdraw 

Heidi 

Yes below is a high-level summary of the comments/tribal input we received on the 2017 proposal to withdraw. 

-Palmer 

2017 Proposal to Withdraw the 2014 Pebble/Bristol Bay 404(c) Proposed Determination: 
Public Comment and Tribal/ ANCSA Consultation Summary Statics 

Public Comment 

EPA received more than 1,016,000 total public comments on the proposal to withdraw during the comment period, of these: 
• Approximately 1,004,000 were mass mailers, and 
• Approximately 12,000 were unique comments 

Of the more than 1,016,000 total comments on the proposal to withdraw that EPA received during the comment period, 
approximately 99% expressed opposition to withdrawal (i.e., wanted to keep proposed protections in place) 

We do not have geographic origin information for the mass mailer comments but for the approximately 12,000 unique comments, 
more than 1100 were from AK (approximately 9%). Of the more than 1100 unique comments from AK - approximately 94% 

expressed opposition to withdrawal (i.e., wanted to keep proposed protections in place) 

Public Hearings 

Of the 119 public hearing participants who testified at the two public hearings, 87 (73%) expressed opposition to withdrawal, 15 
(13%) expressed support for withdrawal, and 17 (14%) did not clearly express a position on withdrawal. 

Tribal/ ANCSA Consultations 

16 tribal governments and one Regional ANCSA Corporation with more than 10,000 shareholders opposed the withdrawal while 
one tribal government and two ANCSA Village Corporations with a combined total of nearly 1,000 shareholders supported the 
withdrawal. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2019 2:18 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Comments on Proposal to Withdraw 

Do you know how many unique comments we received on the PD withdrawal notice? 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 12:04 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Comments on Proposal to Withdraw 
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From: Palomaki, Ashley 

Sent: Friday, June 28, 2019 5:16 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 

Subject: Comments on Proposal to Withdraw 

For the meeting with Heidi and Carrie on Monday: 

Thanks to Brittany's excellent organization, I was able to piece this together pretty easily. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Docket 

• There are 24 supporting documents on the docket 
o Hearing materials 

■ 11 documents that includes transcripts, audio files, materials used to announce the hearings 

o Summary of meetings with external parties (attached) 
o Tribal and ANCSA consultation materials 

■ 11 documents that includes summaries (attached), ppts and other materials 

o Settlement agreement 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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Message 

From: 
Sent: 

Tallent, Robert [Tallent.Robert@epa.gov] 
6/25/2019 7:39:22 PM 

To: 
CC: 
Subject: 

Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin [KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
RE: Copy of latest response to RFC 19001 

Attachments: RFC 19001 interim 062019.pdf 

Hi Palmer 

Attached is the interim that went out last week. 

Thanks 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 

Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
ta i I ent. robe,·t(wepa .gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 3:36 PM 

To: Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov> 

Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: Copy of latest response to RFC 19001 

Kevin/Bob 

Can you pass along a copy of the latest response to the RFC that was issued? I assume something went out last 

week. Just want to have that for our files. 

Thanks, Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: 
From: 

Jackson, RyanUackson.ryan@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 
Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) Sent: 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.gov]; Jackson, Ryan[jackson.ryan@epa.gov] 
From: Molina, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D19C1 D68DA 1A4587866E1850F22A6AE5-MOLINA, MIC] 
Sent: Tue 9/25/2018 3:38: 15 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Thomas Allen 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
: Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

MM 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hope, Brian" <Hope.Brian@epa.gov> 
Date: September 25, 2018 at 11 :26:39 AM EDT 
To: "Molina, Michael" <molina.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Thomas Allen 

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2018 10:35 AM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: Thomas Allen 

Mr. Wheeler, 

I know you are extremely busy. I understand whole heartedly. Is there any chance you can let me know if you are 
going to recuse yourself from Pebble? And does the EPA intend on leaving the veto in place or lifting it? This email will 
stay confidential between us and be for your and my eyes only. Thank you again for your time and consideration. I 
appreciate everything you do at the EPA regardless of whether the veto is lifted. 

Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Jackson, RyanUackson.ryan@epa.gov] 
From: EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:57:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 V\/ithdrawal of the Proposed Determination to l~e:strict Use of the, Pebble Deposit Are,a as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict 

Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold today signed a memo 

directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed 

Determination, which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

"Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under the law to both the public and 

project proponents. We will reconsider whether the Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still 

appropriate in light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, which is a large volume 

of information that EPA did not have previously," said General Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke 

the well-understood Clean Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to ensure all 

potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and raised before any final decision on the permit can 

be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/pebblemine508.pdf 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania A.venue 1·~orthvvest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

~ID 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Hoppe, Allison[hoppe.allison@epa.gov] 
Cc: Byrne, Andrew[Byrne.Andrew@epa.gov]; Maher, Lauren[Maher.Lauren@epa.gov]; Jefferson, 
Tricia[Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov] 
From: marshall.tom@epa.gov[marshall.tom@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thur 6/27/2019 3:45:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

We can arrange a call with our WLO at some mutually convenient point, if you'd like. But they're super-swamped near
term. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 27, 2019, at 11 :23 AM, Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> wrote: 

Allison Hoppe 
Attorney Advisor 
American Indian & Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program Manager 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 

Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-1912 

I am a proud member of the LGBTQ+ community AND an EPA Ally. Learn more and take the pledge here. 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

From: Byrne, Andrew 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Maher, Lauren <Maher.Lauren@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom 
<marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Jefferson, Tricia <Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of 
the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

' ' 

1------------------------------------~-~-=-----~-----~-~-~--i--~-~-~~-!-~.Y-~----~-~-~-~-~-~-~--J-~_~.) ________________________________ J 
Andy Byrne 
American Indian Environmental Office 
Office of International and Tribal Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-3836 

Creating Tangible Environmental Results with Tribes 
Find out more at www.epa.gov/tribal 

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:57 PM 
To: Byrne, Andrew <Byrne.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the 
Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 
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EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the 

Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 

Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew 

Z. Leopold today signed a memo directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to 

resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed Determination, 

which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

'Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under 

the law to both the public and project proponents. We will reconsider whether the 

Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still appropriate in 

light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, 

which is a large volume of information that EPA did not have previously," said General 

Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke the well-understood Clean 

Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to 

ensure all potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and 

raised before any final decision on the permit can be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: 

https://www.epa.gov/ sites/production/files/2019-06/ documents/pebblemine508. pdf 

<image001.png> 

<irnage002.jpg> <irnage002.jpg> <irnage002.jpg> <irnage002.jpg> 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

·1200 Pennsylvania Avenue I\Jortllwest 

'Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Byrne, Andrew[Byrne.Andrew@epa.gov]; Maher, Lauren[Maher.Lauren@epa.gov]; Marshall, Tom[marshall.tom@epa.gov]; 
Jefferson, Tricia[Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov] 
From: Hoppe, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=HOPPE, ALLISON] 
Sent: Thur 6/27/2019 3:22:59 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

j Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 1 

L--·-·-·-·-•-·-•-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-•-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-•-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-•-·-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-•-·-·-·-·-·-•-•-·-·-·-•-•-•-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-•-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-•-· . 

Allison Hoppe 
Attorney Advisor 
American Indian & Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program Manager 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-1912 

I am a proud member of the LGBTQ+ community AND an EPA Ally. Learn more and take the pledge here. 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

From: Byrne, Andrew 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Maher, Lauren <Maher.Lauren@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom <marshall.tom@epa.gov>; 
Jefferson, Tricia <Jefferson. Tricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

r•-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-•-·-·-•-·-•-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-•-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-•-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-•-·-·-•-·-•-·-•-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-•-•-·-·-•-·-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·-·-·-•-·-•,. 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i..--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Andy Byrne 
American Indian Environmental Office 
Office of International and Tribal Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-3836 

Creating Tangible Environmental Results with Tribes 
Find out more at www.epa.gov/tribal 

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:57 PM 
To: Byrne, Andrew <Byrne.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the 

Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 

Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew 

Z. Leopold today signed a memo directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to 
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resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed Determination, 

which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

'Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under 

the law to both the public and project proponents. We will reconsider whether the 

Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still appropriate in 

light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, 

which is a large volume of information that EPA did not have previously," said General 

Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke the well-understood Clean 

Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to 

ensure all potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and 

raised before any final decision on the permit can be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: 

https://www.epa.gov/ sites/ production/files/2019-06/ documents/pebblemine508. pdf 

U S Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue ~~orthwest 

VVasliington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Hoppe, Allison[hoppe.allison@epa.gov] 
Cc: Byrne, Andrew[Byrne.Andrew@epa.gov]; Maher, Lauren[Maher.Lauren@epa.gov]; Jefferson, 
Tricia[Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov] 
From: Marshall, Tom[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=SD29134ESE32489B9AB0AEB262F55075-TMARSHAL] 
Sent: Thur 6/27/2019 3:45: 11 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
We can arrange a call with our WLO at some mutually convenient point, if you'd like. But they're super-swamped near
term. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 27, 2019, at 11 :23 AM, Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov> wrote: 

[ __________________ Ex. _ 5 _ De I _i be rat iv e _ P roce s s __ ( op) _________________ I 

Allison Hoppe 
Attorney Advisor 
American Indian & Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program Manager 
Cross-Cutting Issues Law Office 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-1912 

I am a proud member of the LGBTQ+ community AND an EPA Ally. Learn more and take the pledge here. 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

From: Byrne, Andrew 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Maher, Lauren <Maher.Lauren@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Marshall, Tom 
<marshall.tom@epa.gov>; Jefferson, Tricia <Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of 
the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Andy Byrne 
American Indian Environmental Office 
Office of International and Tribal Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-3836 

Creating Tangible Environmental Results with Tribes 
Find out more at www.epa.gov/tribal 

From: EPA Press Office [mailto:press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:57 PM 
To: Byrne, Andrew <Byrne.Andrew@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the 
Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 
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EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the 

Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 

Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew 

Z. Leopold today signed a memo directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to 

resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed Determination, 

which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

'Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under 

the law to both the public and project proponents. We will reconsider whether the 

Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still appropriate in 

light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, 

which is a large volume of information that EPA did not have previously," said General 

Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke the well-understood Clean 

Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to 

ensure all potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and 

raised before any final decision on the permit can be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: 

https://www.epa.gov/ sites/production/files/2019-06/ documents/pebblemine508. pdf 
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<irnage002.jpg> <irnage002.jpg> <irnage002.jpg> <irnage002.jpg> 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

·1200 Pennsylvania Avenue I\Jortllwest 

'Washington, D.C. 20004 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Tue 5/21/2019 7:29:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Draft Itinerary 5.16.19 .asd.docx 

FYI 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 10:59 AM 
To: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Detwiler, Susan K. <detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Good afternoon, Please see the updated draft itinerary for the Alaska travel beginning Monday evening. The stakeholder 
meetings are still being confirmed and so meeting times may change in each location, but at this point the flight times remain the 
same. Have all of the HQ travelers confirmed their flights? Do we know the final list of HQ travelers? 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the Alaska itinerary. 

Thanks! Tami 

From: Siciliano, CarolAnn 
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 5:29 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay: Update on Matt Leopold's itinerary? 

Dear patient friends - What is the latest information on Matt's itinerary for his travel to Seattle & Anchorage 

during the week of June 10? 

I am copying Fletcher Mutz, Matt's travel preparer, and Brian Frazier, who is assisting Lee Forsgren. Thank you. 

And, of course, if we owe you information, please let us know that too. 

Carol Ann Siciliano 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

for Environmental Media and Regional Law Offices 

Office of General Counsel 

WJC North, Room 7526E 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 

Washington, DC 20450 

(202) 564-5489 

siciliano.carolann@epa.gov 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Szerlog, Michael [Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov] 
7/10/2019 1:55:27 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie 
[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 

CC: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 

Subject: Re: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Heidi, 

My comments/suggested edits are in the document. Note: accessed via MyWorkspace using home computer 
(showing as comments from Michael and Jennifer). 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 10:23 AM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven; Wehling, Carrie; Goodin, John; Hough, Palmer; Allnutt, David; Szerlog, Michael; Peterson, Erik; 

LaCroix, Matthew 

Cc: Stern, Allyn; Palomaki, Ashley; McGrath, Patricia 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All - Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; 
Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Wed 7/10/2019 4:53:48 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Thanks so much for putting in the time to get this done on such a tight schedule. I like the factual tone and seems like it 
includes the points David F said he and Matt wanted. I don't have any comments. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 9, 2019, at 3:54 PM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great job, Heidi and Ashley. My few comments incorporated. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 1:24 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 
<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon 
tomorrow. We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by 
COB on Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
7/9/2019 11:35:25 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven 
[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; 
Szerlog, Michael [Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 

CC: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 

Subject: RE: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Heidi and Ashley - you have my thanks and gratitude as well. I've completed my review. 

R. Dav!d Allnutt, ,4.cting Director 

Superfund Bi Emergency \i1anagenient Division 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 3:55 PM 

U.S. E Region 1D 

:UOO Sixth /\Venue, Suite 15.S, J.4-Dl2. 
Seattle, Washi1·1gton 98:IC::1-3123 
(206) 553-2581. 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Great job, Heidi and Ashley. My few comments incorporated. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 

202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 1:24 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <f\Jeugeboren.5teven(@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <\AJehling.Carrie(·ilepa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<GoodinJohn@g_p_§!_,ggy>; Hough, Palmer <JJQ\!fh.Palmer@.QP..9.,gQy_>; Allnutt, David <AllnutLDavid@.s:.P..£!.,gg.v.>; Szerlog, 

Michael <SzerlogJv1ichael@Depa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@Depa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCrnix. tvfatthew(·ilepa.gov> 
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Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern"Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa,gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

< _r:nrn ra th. pat ri ci a@.~.P.~:~_,_gqy> 
Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 
Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
7/9/2019 5:36:17 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Goodin, John 
[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael [Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 

CC: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 

Subject: RE: For your review by noon eastern on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

I should have been clear that edits are due by noon eastern time tomorrow. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 1:24 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Appointment 

From: 
Sent: 

Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 

7/12/2019 10:38:22 PM 
To: 

CC: 

Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia [mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan 
[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Chung, Angela [Chung.Angela@epa.gov]; Grandinetti, Cami [Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov]; 
Szerlog, Michael [Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Baca, Andrew [Baca.Andrew@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill [nogi.jill@epa.gov] 
Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly 
[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Castanon, Lisa [Castanon.lisa@epa.gov] 

Subject: Regional Realignment Briefing for Bristol Bay 
Attachments: Bristol Bay Presentation_Realignment Transition July 2019.pdf 
Location: R10Sea-Room-19Columbia/R10-Rooms-Service-Center 

Start: 7/15/2019 6:00:00 PM 
End: 7/15/2019 7:00:00 PM 
Show Time As: Tentative 

Purpose 

Discuss the Regional Realignment and Region lO's Bristol Bay/Pebble Project work, primarily the transition of Bristol Bay 
leadership from David Allnutt to the WD and RAD 

Agenda 

Bristol Bay Realignment Transition Presentation 
Questions and discussion 
Next steps 

Materials 

Bristol Bay Presentation 

b.H.P..'.? .. :f/www.epa.gov/bristol bay 

➔ Join by Phone ______________ , 
Toll number! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 
Conference L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· : 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
Local numbers: Seattle! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) l Anchorage! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP)i 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. ··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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To: Grandinetti, Cami[Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 5:58:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: PD withdrawal comments--I'11 consolidate and transmit regional comments. 

Draft - Deliberative 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

--~-~~~-_::::-~~-~~-~~-~~-~-~-=-1-~_i_~~--~~-~~?._1~9.~~~--~-~~-~5-.~?-~-~-=-~~~~--As you_ and_ I _discussed_ ead i er_ th_i s _morning, [
0
_Ex." 5 _Deliberative __ Process" (DP)_J 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 

Superfund & Emergency Management Division 

U.S. EPA. Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 

(206) 553-2581 

From: Grandinetti, Cami 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 10:35 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; 
Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PD withdrawal comments--I'II consolidate and transmit regional comments. 

After talking with a couple of you and looking at the format for these comments I want to make another suggestion. If you are in 
the sharepoint site and making changes directly-please keep doing that. If you would like me to input the comments, I can do 
that for you-I'll just need them from you by 11:40 am. Thanks for your patience as I figure out how to best keep things moving. 
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Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 
(206) 553-8696 (desk) 

i . Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) r cell) 
t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

From: Grandinetti, Cami 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 7:47 AM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Allyn Stern (stern.allyn@epa.gov) 

<stern.allyn@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, 

Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Cc: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 

Subject: PD withdrawal comments--1'11 consolidate and transmit regional comments. 

Good morning everyone-Dan has asked that I consolidate any regional comments on the PD that was distributed yesterday and 

get them to John Goodin by our deadline of noon today. To help me with that, please get me your comments by 11:40 so that I can 
consolidate and transmit. If you don't have comments, please let me know that too. Michael-I know you're out so I'm assuming I 

won't be hearing from you. Thanks everyone. 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 
(206) 553-8696 (desk) 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) r cell) 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
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To: Grandinetti, Cami[Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 
Cc: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Opalski, 
Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 2:48:49 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: PD withdrawal comments--I'11 consolidate and transmit regional comments. 

I gave mine to Heidi already. When you send to John, can you copy Heidi Nalven? 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 25, 2019, at 7:46 AM, Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Camic e 

Good morning everyone-Dan has asked that I consolidate any regional comments on the PD that was distributed 
yesterday and get them to John Goodin by our deadline of noon today. To help me with that, please get me your 
comments by 11:40 so that I can consolidate and transmit. If you don't have comments, please let me know that too. 
Michael-I know you're out so I'm assuming I won't be hearing from you. Thanks everyone. 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 

___ _.(2QJi) __ )._~J:.S.~9.~ .. (desk) 
i. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)_! ( cell) 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :43:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

Nalven, Heidi has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_ 18July2019.doc:x 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Thanks for your patience and review, 

Heidi 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Skadowski, 
Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: Szerlog, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=23A 7F634594B4B58BA4A96E77C 1 B 1 AAF-SZERLOG, MICHAEL] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 9:03:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-rda pm mis.docx 

I had one edit. See the attached comment 

Thanks 

M ~ J. S ze-rlo!J, Manager 

Wetlands & Oceans Section 
Standards, Assessment & Watershed Management Branch, Water Division 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, Mailstop 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-0279, szerlog.michael@epa.gov 

Region 10 strives to be a fragrance-free workplace. In an effort to improve indoor air quality for our 
colleagues, please refrain from using perfume, cologne, essential oils, scented after-shave, lotion and 
other fragrant personal care products. Thank you. 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Hi All-
Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 
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From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 (;!_ Ex.6Personal_Privacy(PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. ___ 5 ___ D_e I _i b_e rat iv e __ P r o c e s_s JD _P_) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J 
Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
7/10/2019 2:25:19 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie 
[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael [Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 

CC: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 

Subject: RE: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Ashely/Heidi 

Y'all did a great job in light of the circumstances that we have to work with. I've included comments from OWOW in the 

sharepoint file. 

We can discuss later this morning. 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 1:24 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
7/9/2019 5:23:35 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Goodin, John 
[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael [Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 

CC: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

<!--[if lte mso 15 II CheckWebRef]--> 

Na:ven, Heidi fm Business you. To the link belovvo 

~ Wlthdravval of 2014 Proposed Determinatlon_5July2019.docx 

<!--[endif]--> 
All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Holsman, 
Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov] 
From: Detwiler, Susan K.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E1 FSFDE309E84A43A75E34E234C1 C680-DETWILER, S] 
Sent: Sat 7/20/2019 1 :02:31 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan + talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 ver2 SD.docx 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 sd.docx 

Probably too late to incorporate edits, but I made a couple minor ones . 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· ! i 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
! i 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Sue 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:44 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; 
Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan+ talking points -- please review!] 

Updated drafts attached, I'd like to share with HQ soon. 

Thank you for the reviews! 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Hi All-
Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt. Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
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From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155, 14-D12 

Seattle. Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 

yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C::_ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy_(PP)_ ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

1 am okay with these talking points.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
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Heidi 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; 
Castanon, Lisa[Castanon. Lisa@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 6:44:17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan + talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 ver2.docx 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2.docx 

Updated drafts attached, I'd like to share with HQ soon. 

Thank you for the reviews! 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Hi All-
Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 
Importance: High 

Good Morning! 
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Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 

yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 cJ Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 

·------------------------·-·. 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

. I_ am_ okay with these_ tal_king points.J ___________________________________________________ Ex_. __ 5. De Ii be rat_ive __ P roce_ss(D PL ______________________________________________ . i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
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From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 6:23:38 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 

Thank you!! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q: 206-553-2160 ct_Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP)_ ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Hi All-

Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Importance: High 
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Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 

yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q: 206-553-2160 c:1 Ex.6Personal_Privacy(PP).! 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex.-· 5 __ De I i b e_ra ti v e ·-P_ro ce s s . { D P )·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

__ I_ am _okay_ with these ta_l king_ points_. _l.___·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex. __ 5 _Del i_berative. Process_ (DP)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 
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Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 4:4 7:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18.docx 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18.docx 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 (: t E,.6P,csonal_P,lvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

! _______________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De l_i be rat_ive _Process __ ( DP) _______________________________________________________ ! 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

I_ a_m_ o_kay _with _these_ tal ki_ng _points. __L_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex._ 5_ De_liberative _Process _(DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·__J 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 
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From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov] 
mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
Tue 7/30/2019 6:26:39 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Fwd: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzannecve a. ov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:22:39 AM AKDT 
To: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne eve a. ov>, "Detwiler, Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>, 
"Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" 
<Palomaki.Ashle e, e a. ov>, "Opalski, Dan" <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" <me ath. atriciacve a. ov>, "Peterson, Erik" 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Brown, Leah" <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>, "Castanon, Lisa" 
<Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>, "Vaughan, Molly" <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Herbst, John" <herbst.john@epa.gov>, "Wilson, Wenona" 
<Wilson.Wenona me a. ov>, "Murphy, Stacy" <Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Sent to our regional Bristol Bay news media contacts list. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor,_fb.W..f:§L_;ir;_q_tf{r;_ _________ 
0 

0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:20 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any 

more information about this announcement, please email press@epa.gov. 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed 
Determination: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal
site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
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Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 cJ Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: EPA Press Office -===~=='-
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: LaCroix, Matthew[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2903525A555B448C8D0111 B8817DC9AD-LACROIX, MATTHEW] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 8:42:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: request for help on withdrawal notice 

Heidi, 

Good afternoon. I haven't seen a response from Patty, so I will jump in. I inserted comments into the bullet list in your email. To 

_.i;:_1Jt.t.9_tb.~-~b9_~-~._b9_w.~\!~.r. • .tbs?_.9Jlb!...!:.h~o.gs?_i_ _______________________________________________________ Ex. _ 5 _ De I_ i be ra ti v e _ Pro ce 55 _ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
I hope this helps. Thanks, 

Matthew LaCroix, Biologist 
Wetlands & Oceans Section 
Water Division 
Alaska Operations Office 
222 W. 7th Ave. #19 
Anchorage, AK 99513 
(907) 271-1480 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 6:05 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: request for help on withdrawal notice 

HI Patty-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 5:23:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-rda.docx 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 
Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Norfbwe.sL_Se.a.ttle.._., 
0: 206-553-2160 C:I Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PPJ! 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

l ___________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De l_i_be_rative ___ P rocess __ (DP) ___________________________________________________ i 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 
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U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

_ I_ am_ okay with these_ tal_king points.__!_ ____________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ Del i_berative _Process_ (_DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J·_ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 
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From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 8/31/201811:17:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen 

Hi Patty- He also sent an email to Hladick that got routed into CMS. Erik has been leading that response with input from me and 

others. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 8:30 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen 

Can you assist me with a response? 

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 8:25 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen 

Patricia, 

You have a lovely name (same name as my wife). I have a simple question. Does the EPA plan on commenting on the proposed rule 
changes to the CWA and the veto in place for the Pebble mine? It seems to me that it should be lifted given that the mine is in 
federal permitting. 

Thanks, 
Tom 

Yk-~~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Tue 7/23/2019 8:49:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: request for help on withdrawal notice 

Hi Heidi-
As discussed, here are some simplified statements. I revised the order since the last three are inter-related. Matt and Palmer, 
please review. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 7:05 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: request for help on withdrawal notice 

HI Patty-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Matthew LaCroix (LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov)[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Palmer Hough 
(Hough.Palmer@epa.gov)[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 9:45:41 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: request for help on withdrawal notice 

Hi Heidi-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

This is discussed above. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Monday, July 22, 2019 7:05 AM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Cc: LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: request for help on withdrawal notice 

HI Patty-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Susan K. Detwiler 
(detwiler.susan@epa.gov)[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 6:16:38 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 pm.docx 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-rda pm.docx 

Hi All-
Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 
Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: L_E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy_(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
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Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ] 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

1 am okay with these talking points. i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) j 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,...,~----

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov]; Susan K. Detwiler (detwiler.susan@epa.gov)[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 5:28:30 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 pm.docx 

Hi Suzanne-
A few edits to the contact list in the communications plan, attached. There are new folks at DNR. 
I will send you any comments on the talking points shortly. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 
Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6Personal_Privacy(PP) j 
Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

l __________________________________________________ Ex. _ 5 _De I i be rat iv e __ P_ro ce s s _ ( D_P) __________________________________________________ i 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

' L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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To: LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:26:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzannecve a. ov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:22:39 AM AKDT 
To: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne eve a. ov>, "Detwiler, Susan K." <detwiler.susan@epa.gov>, 
"Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" 
<Palomaki.Ashle e, e a. ov>, "Opalski, Dan" <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" <me ath. atriciacve a. ov>, "Peterson, Erik" 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Brown, Leah" <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>, "Castanon, Lisa" 
<Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>, "Vaughan, Molly" <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Herbst, John" <herbst.john@epa.gov>, "Wilson, Wenona" 
<Wilson.Wenona me a. ov>, "Murphy, Stacy" <Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Sent to our regional Bristol Bay news media contacts list. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter hf!1EPlini)Tf/ii,vrsf

1 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:20 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any 

more information about this announcement, please email press@epa.gov. 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed 
Determination: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal
site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Suzanne 
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Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Norfh_\/i!.e_s_t_~ __ :j_~gttfe_ _____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C: L Ex. 6 Personal Privacy_(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter! ~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: EPA Press Office 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

location: 

Start: 
End: 

Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A69 3951129E64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
9/17/2018 8:06:24 PM 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; 
Bennett, Brittany [bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea 
[lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Whitley, Annie [Whitley.Annie@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; 
Herbst, John [herbst.john@epa.gov]; Gude, Karen [Gude.Karen@epa.gov] 
R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center [R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay 404(c) Team Call 
Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; 
Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (June 10th) Preparation; Bristol Bay 
RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (June 10th) Preparation; Untitled Attachment 
R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center 

10/9/2018 7:30:00 PM 
10/9/2018 8:30:00 PM 

Show Time As: Busy 

Recurrence: Weekly 
every Tuesday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 

➔ Join by Phone 
Toll numbed ! 

f 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

Con erence I:._ _________________________________ i 

➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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Appointment 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

location: 

Start: 
End: 

Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A69 3951129E64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
9/17/2018 8:06:24 PM 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi 
[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; 
Bennett, Brittany [bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea 
[lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Whitley, Annie [Whitley.Annie@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; 
Herbst, John [herbst.john@epa.gov]; Gude, Karen [Gude.Karen@epa.gov] 
R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center [R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla@epa.gov] 

Bristol Bay 404(c) Team Call 
Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; 
Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment; Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (June 10th) Preparation; Bristol Bay 
RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (June 10th) Preparation; Untitled Attachment; Untitled Attachment 
R10Sea-Room-14WallaWalla/R10-Rooms-Service-Center 

10/9/2018 7:30:00 PM 
10/9/2018 8:30:00 PM 

Show Time As: Busy 

Recurrence: Weekly 
every Tuesday from 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM 

➔ Join by Phone 
Toll number·: ! 

Conference ; (~x~-~-~:'~-~~•~-~~=•~~-~P:.!. i 
➔ Meeting Organizer 
Erik Peterson, USEPA (206) 553-6382 office 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 4: 18:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Bristol Bay 05242019 ACP.docx 

Thanks, Erik! Heidi - I updated this based on our conversation yesterday. Can you take a look at page 4 to make sure we are 

accurately conveying info to our RA? 

Erik -Allyn just stopped by and she will email to Chris since David is out. Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:45 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Allyn, 

Including everyone for awareness. 

An updated draft of the briefing paper is attached.l__ ________________________________________ Ex._ 5_ Deliberative __ Process_ (DP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
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Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

.. Thanks _Carrie._ i ................................................................................. Ex._ 5_.Del i berative_. ProcessJ_D_P) ................................................................................ ! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterda~ EX. 5 AC/DP i 
-·-·--···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·--·-·-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·-·-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Ex. SAC/DP 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 
<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
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Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 
response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 

email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 
28th

• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 
Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 

Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 

I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 
regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
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Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 
VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 
OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 
• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 
discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 

Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, 
Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; 
Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, 
Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 3:37:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Bristol Bay 05242019.docx 

Allyn, 

Including everyone for awareness. 

An updated draft of the briefing paper is attached. 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

__ Than_ks_Carrie_.j Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

! · Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I' 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterday t_ _________________________________________________ Ex. _5 AC/DP ___________________________________________________ i 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. SAC/DP 
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Ex. 5 AC/DP 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 

<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 
response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 

email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 
28th

• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
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From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 

Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 
Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 

I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 

regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 
VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The pro posed _review. sch ed u I e _is:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
' ' i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
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Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 
Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, 
Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; 
Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, 
Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 3: 18:08 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Thank you Carrie and Allyn. Since Donald is out today I will update the paper, getting it to Chris and canceling the May 28 briefing. 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Than ks Carrie .l__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5_ De Ii be rative _ Process _(DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___: 

l ___________________________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 ___ De _I_ i be rat iv e ___ P r o c es s ___ ( D P) ____________________________________________________________________________ ! 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterdayi Ex. 5 AC/DP i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···~ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
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i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 

<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 
response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 

email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 
28th

• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 
Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
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<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 
Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 

I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 
regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 
VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 
OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

Th e_p roposed _review_ sch ed u I e . is: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
' ' i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 
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Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 
Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, 
Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, 
Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; 
Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, 
Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; 
Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KI RBY. KEVI N@EP A. GOV]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 2:52:25 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 6:39 AM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Hi, a 11. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterdayl_ _______________________________________________________ Ex. _ 5 _ ACID P -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_j 

Ex. SAC/DP 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; WigginsLewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 

from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 
brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th

• We will provide further updates once that 
meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 
report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 

Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 

Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 

participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 

any questions. 
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Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
! 1 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
! i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
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Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 6:38:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Thanks. Page 4 looks accurate. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 12:18 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Thanks, Erik! Heidi - I updated this based on our conversation yesterday. Can you take a look at page 4 to make sure we are 

accurately conveying info to our RA? 

Erik -Allyn just stopped by and she will email to Chris since David is out. Thanks. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:45 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Allyn, 

Including everyone for awareness. 

An updated draft of the briefing paper is attached Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 

Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

___ Th a n_ks _Carrie_. L._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex ... 5 Del i be rat iv e Process _{DP L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 1·· 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterday j EX. 5 AC/DP ! 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.......................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
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From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 

<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 

response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 
email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 

28th
• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 

Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 
Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 
I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 

regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 
context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
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Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 
VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The pro.Posed . review_ sch e d u I e is : ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 

Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 7:34:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Thank you!! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter j-·"@i"EP?1~r;i)1'th1;1ir,-si 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 12:20 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Looks good to me, thank you Suzanne. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 12:02 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neu eboren.Steven e a. ov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@e~>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 
Importance: High 

Good Afternoon -

Our draft talking points for Matt are attached. 

Please let me know if you have any changes before you/we send a long to Matt. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor,thWf.:i.t.~.5.r;.gtt}g_,_,_,, 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter h,"ii1EPi1n6Ytli1iJrsf'_,J 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Morgante, Louis J. [morgante.louis@epa.gov] 
8/15/2019 8:41:10 PM 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 

Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Erik, 

The CD-RW requirement is for a Word copy of the document (not a PDF). I only have the hard copy you gave me. Please 

send the Word version. 

James 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 1:33 PM 

To: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov>; Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrey@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Thanks James. The Cover Form and Action Template are attached and in this folder. I'm not sure where the one you are 

referring to it saved. 

G:\Baker\ETPA \Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_1035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_1035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 

Determination Withdrawal Proposal\ Withdrawal FR Package 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 

(206) 553-6382 

From: Morgante, Louis J. <ru_9..r._gante.louis0?..f.P..'.'!.:ffQY.> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 1:23 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik(@epa.gov>; Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrey@lepa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Erik, 

Audrey has the Typesetting Request form ready. Both the signed Cover Form and the filled out Action Information sheet 
are not in the "Federal Register Submission 8-2019" folder and are needed. 

James 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik(ruepa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 10:14 AM 

To: Morgante, Louis J. <m .. Qmante.louis@gp_§!_,ggy>; Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrev.@.f.P..'.'!.:ffQY.> 
Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

James and Audrey, 
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Thank you both for your help with this. 

I have signed the Cover Form, and, the Action Information Template in the G drive folder is final. 

For next steps, consider this message approval to send things off when you think they are ready. I only need to be made 
aware (cc'd) of your progress with submission and confirmation of publishing. 

Happy to talk about any of this and please let me how else I can help. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Morgante, Louis J. <morganteJouis@epa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 9:30 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson. Erik@._'.'?.PA,_g;}.y_>; Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrey@.~JFi,_gqy> 

Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Audrey, 

Attached is the partially filled out Typesetting Request that is just lacking the financial information. 

As for the other forms (Cover Form and Action Information Template), Erik has to finish them. Then we are ready to go 

over the Cover Form checklist (my understanding is that Erik wants to be involved with this), I will put the document on 

the CD_RW disc, make three hard copies, and we can then send things off. 

Sincerely, 
James Morgante 

EPA SEE Administrative Specialist 
Regional Administrator's Division (RAD) 
Policy & Environmental Review Branch (PERB) 
1200 6th Avenue 14th Fl. BOS 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-4480 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Eriki@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 4:07 PM 
To: Washington, Audrey <Washington,/\udrey(@epa.gov>; Morgante, Louis J. <rnorganteJouis(wepa.gov> 

Subject: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Hi Audrey and James, 

James has been compiling this FR package and I'm hoping that Audrey (who has experience with publishing FR notices) 

can help us get to the finish line. The materials that James' has been compiling are here. I suggest you two have a phone 

call or email. 

G:\Baker\ETPA \Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_1035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_1035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 

Determination Withdrawal Proposal\ Withdrawal FR Package 
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I am still working to get the Action Information Template finalized. Audrey, can you confirm that we need an Action 
Information Template document in this case? 

Thanks to you both and I'm happy to continue helping. 

ED_002890_00106635-00003 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
8/15/2019 5:11:10 PM 

To: 

CC: 
Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 

Subject: Bristol Bay Meeting records 
Attachments: Bristol Bay External Meeting Record - PLP meeting 5.15.19_.pdf; Bristol Bay External Meeting Record - Trout 

Unlimited 6.7.19_.pdf; Bristol Bay - Trout Unlimited 6.7.19 meeting - materials provided by TU.pdf; Bristol Bay 
External Meeting Record - Meeting 6.18.2019_.pdf 

Attached are the meetings records for: 

• The May 15, 2019 meeting with Pebble Limited Partnership 

• The June 7, 2019 meeting with Trout Unlimited 

• The June 18, 2019 meeting with individuals from various organization listed 
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PERMITTING PROCESS FOR PROPOSED PEBBLE MINE 
'~ 'I 1~ :aK@ I 

Bristol Bay, Alaska, is home to North America's most 
productive wild salmon fishery and is a stronghold for 
sustainable American jobs. For more than a decade, 
scientists, Alaska Natives, sportsmen and women, 
commercial fishermen, local business owners and a 
majority of Alaskans have strongly opposed the 
proposed Pebble mine, which threatens the salmon, a 
$1.5 billion fish-based economy, and the local way of life .. 

Given what's at stake, any permit for the proposed mine 
deserves careful scrutiny, especially one as important as 
the Clean Water Act 404 permit. Unfortunately, the 
current permit review process led by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (Corps) and its Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) falls well short of even the 
most basic standards. There are dozens of shortcomings, 
but the most egregious are summarized below. The 
perrnitting process for thtr Pebble mine proposal must 
stop until these issues are addresset.L 

A DECEPUVE MUU PLAN 

LEt.;,ENO 

1111 .~.=i;,,ro 
~ !/,~.:W'S,;~ 

:::::::,o-~flfr'..:C~ 

® •UQ',s::.,,s) 

While the Pebble Partnership claims 
publicly that it has a new, "small" mine 
plan and has applied for a permit to 
develop just 118th of the known 
mineral deposit, it repeatedly brags to 
industry insiders and potential 
investors that it will expand to build a 
much larger mine. By proceeding with 
the permit-review process and 
ignoring the immense risks of future 
expansion, government regulators are 
complicit in the Pebble Partnership's 
deception of the public. 

Figure above; The permit application proposes only to mine a 
fraction of the deposlt (added circled area) while leaving the most 
valuable minerals, shown ln warm colors. 

"A!thoush we'n~ only trying to permit o 20-y1wr 
min~, thb would be o 200-yeor mine at thh scale," 

Doug Allen,· Pebble VP of corporate communication (Jan 2019} [1] 

NO PROOF Of ECONOMIC FEASIBILITY 

Source: Pebble Limited Partnership publication 2012} 

Pebble h \1 n.tdtigenerntiam:Jl' opporivnity, its sin' 
ond sudt< wH! lead to o very, very Jong !1(£ 1nfr1t, '' 

• Ron Thiessen, Pebble President and CEO (Sep. 2017)[2/ 

Building and operating the mine will require a significant initial investment in infrastructure that 
must be recuperated over time to turn a profit, While the Pebble Partnership has only applied to 
mine 118th of the total deposit, it is banking on future expansion to cover the initial capital 
investment to eventually turn a profit. It has failed to submit standard documentation 
demonstrating its initial plan is economically feasible. Meanwhile, every major "partner" of the 
Pebble Partnership has walked away from the project, [3J and an industry expert determined the 
net present value of the plan to mine 118th of the deposit is negative $3 billion. [4] 
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INCOMPLETE MINE PLAN 
Not only does the DEIS fail to include detail and analysis about future expansion, but it is also 
incomplete with regard to the plan to mine the first 1/8th of the deposit, The DEIS fails to 
specify disposal sites as required by Clean Water Act 404(b)(1) guidelines,[5] fails to include a 
necessary public interest review,[6] and includes numerous data gaps. A sample of the missing 
information includes: a detailed reclamation plan;[7] wetland and vegetation mapping;[S] 
subsistence resources;[9] cultural and historic properties; financial assurances or bonding;[11] 
a health impact assessment;{ 12] an aquatic resource monitoring plan;f 13] fugitive dust control 
plan;[14] and a wildlife management plan[15], There is no mine construction plan, mine 
operations plan, or water management plan, and the Corps acknowledges that these details will 
not be available until successive statewpermitting phases [ 16]. 

WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM UNPRECEDENTED & UNTESTED 
Mining the Pebble deposit in the 
headwaters of Bristol Bay wHI generate 
huge volumes of water and is highly likely 
to introduce toxic materials from metal 
leaching and acid rock drainage into the 
watershed. Pollutants will need to be 
stored and maintained without accident 
in an open pit and tailings storage 
facilities forever. Mining just the first 
118th of the deposit will generate an 
estimated 6.8 billion gallons of 
wastewater annually during operation 
and 11.8 billion gallons annually upon 
closure.[20] After closure, assuming the 

hardr,:)rk ;ni11cs 
us 

pit doesn't continue to grow as the mine expands, the mine pit would contain more than 61 
billion gallons of wastewater that would persist forever and cause a permanent hazard to the 
world's largest wild salmon fishery and local wildlife. For comparison, filling the entire 80,000-
seat Dallas Cowboys Stadium would take just over one-billion gallons, This initial proposed 
Pebble mine would generate 4 times the volume of water as any other large mine in Alaska and 
3 times the volume of water as any other mine in the U.S.[21] A 2012 review of 14 operating 
U.S. copper mines, accounting for 89% of U.S. copper production, found 92% failed to capture 
and treat mine seepage that caused significant water quality impacts.[22] 

FAILS TO CONSIDER FORESEEABLE IMPACTS 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
requires permitting agencies to consider 
reasonably foreseeable irnpacts,[23] yet many 
potential impacts to the Bristo! Bay region are 
missing from the Corps' DEIS. Impacts of 
climate change, expansion to mining the full 
deposit, a catastrophic tailings dam failure, and 
subsequent mine development in the area 
(made possibly by infrastructure from the 
proposed Pebble mine) on fisheries, 
communities, public !ands and cultures should 
be thoroughly detailed and considered, but 
currently are not. 
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PROCESS RUSHED & INADEQUATE 
The Corps intends to review the Pebble Partnership's permit application in a fraction of the 
time it normally takes to review smaller projects in less environmentally~sensitive areas.[17} 
A sample of the issues with the expedited timeline include: allowing the Pebble Partnership 
to change its permit application and mine plan in the middle of the public comment period,[18] 
releasing the draft scoping report before the scoping comment period ended, limiting tribal 
and agency consultation, no independent review of the tailings dam storage facility,[19] and, 
as discussed above, allowing baseline data collection and various scientific studies to occur 
after environmental review and permitting decisions are made. 

IGNORES SCIENCE RELATED TO FISH, WATER QUALITY, HEALTH & CULTURE 
The Corps refuses to consider a variety of potentially harmful impacts and is moving forward 
despite an incomplete and inadequate scientific basis. The DEIS fails to specify disposal sites 
as required by Clean Water Act 404{b)(1) guidelines,[241 fails to include a necessary public 
interest review,[25] and includes numerous data gaps. A sample of the missing information 
includes:. a detailed redamation plan;[26] wetland and vegetation mapping;[27] subsistence 
resources;[28] cultural and historic properties;[29] financial assurances or bonding;[30] a 
health impact assessment:[31] an aquatic resource monitoring plan;[31] fugitive dust control 
plan;[33 ]and a wildlife management plan.[341 There is no mine construction plan, mine 
operations plan, or water management plan, and the Corps acknowledges that these details 
will not be available until successive statewpermitting phases.[35] The Corps refuses to model 
impacts from a potential tailings dam fai!ure.[36] Yet, the Corps plans to issue a final decision 
before any of the missing information will be available and without evaluating likely impacts 
associated with hazardous contaminants, fish migration past proposed culverts, changes to 
water quality, critical habitat loss, and other indirect ecological effects. 

IMPACTS IN PHASE ONE ALONE ARE ALREADY MASSIVE 
Even if the proposed Pebble mine 
never expanded past the first 
118th of the deposit, impacts from 
would exceed limits proposed for 
the Bristol Bay region in 2014 by 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency following a peer-reviewed 
Watershed Assessment and more 
than 1 million public comments, 
[37] Even based on the Corps' 
incomplete analysis, the proposed 
mine would completely destroy 
more than 3,500 acres of wetlands 
and 80 miles of strearns,[38] It 
would include a massive pit (more 
than a mile~long, nearly a mile-wide, and a 1/3 mile deep): more than 4 times as much 
wastewater as any other large mine in Alaska; an 83-mile-long transportation corridor with 
more than 200 stream crossings; a year-round ferry across the massive Lake lliamna; a port 
site in critical habitat for endangered beluga whales and brown bear migration; a 270~ 
megawatt power plant; and a 188·mlle natural gas pipeline,[39] 
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UNDERESTIMATES VALUE AND FAUS JO ASSESS IMPACTS TO RECREATIONAL FISHING 
& TOURISM INDUSTRIES 
A 2006 angler survey showed Bristol Bay visitors care just 
as much about the wild experience as they do about 
catching fish.[40] Clients tell lodge owners they won't 
come back if the mine is built, noting that new 
infrastructure, noise and pollution will spoil the 
experience, The bear viewing industry, a growing sector of 
the regional economy, is hardly mentioned in the DEIS. 
[ 41] Yet, the Corps uses the region's remote and wild 
nature to discount impacts to tourism and recreation, 
when the reality is these characteristics are what draw 
tourists to the region. Impacts from the mine will spread 
to the broader tourism services economy, including air 
taxis, gas stations, shipping and other services. 
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(37] See EPA. Proposed Determination of the U.S. Environmental Prote.:1.ioi1 Agency 
Region to Puisuanl: to Section 404{c) of 1he Clean Waler Aft, Pebble Deposil Aiea. 
Sotitnwest Alaska ES-S to ES-6 (Jul),' 2014); EPA, An Assessment of Po1enfo:d 
Mining Impacts on Satmon Ecosystems. t!I B1is,iol Say Alaska EPA 910.-R· l4·001ES 
(Jan. 2014), 
[38] U.S, Army Corps of Eny:ir.ee!"S. Pebble Project EIS Draft EiwirOf!memaJ Impact 
Statement T 11ble E.S-2 (Feb. 2019) available at 
https:/lpdlbleprojecteis CIJIT\"lile5/0ratt%20EIS%20Files.z,p. 
IJSJ hl ill ES2. 
[40J Economics of W11d Salmon Watersoods: Bristol Bil\/, /\laska. February 2007 
Johrl Duffield and David Patterson Oepannwfll ol Malht>mallcal Sclern:;-es, The 
unwerslty ot Momana.. Chris Neher, Sioeconom,cs, inc. 
(41] htlps:I/S-tatict.squruespace.comlstatk./5c4025a7b40b9dc76548186e,'tf5tdll-69 
.l.54e17b630b2880C51/1557883183050/BearEcooomfcsStudy-FuU.pdf 

Until these issues are addressed and &Tu rigorous review is 
conducted, permitting for the proposed Pebble mine must stop,. 

Prepared by Trout Unlimited 
Nelli Williams, Alaska director 
(907} 230-7121 I nwilllams@tu.org 

ED_ 002890_001 0663 7 -00004 

Upd,11.:d 6/6/1019 
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Template for Meeting Record 

TITLE 
Topic: Pebble Mine 

Meeting date: June 18, 2019 

Who requested the meeting?: Brent Fewell from Earth & Water Law Group 

Location: EPA HQ 

List of outside individuals or organizations that attended {including affiliation): 

• Andrew Sabin, Sabin Metal Corporation 

• Collin O'Mara, National Wildlife Federation 

• McKie Campbell, Blue Water Strategies LLC 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

List of EPA attendees: 

• Matthew Leopold 

• David Fotouhi 

• Steven Neugeboren 

• Carrie Wehling 

• Heidi Nalven 

Was there an agenda: No 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Outside groups led the discussion. 

Summary of topics discussed {including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
*Please include one or two sentences for each topic. This section is intended to compile individual 
input received from meeting attendees. It does not reflect group advice. 

McKie Campbell 

• Stated that PLP's DEIS was deficient, specifically regarding issues relating to tailings pile . 

Andy Sabin 

• Asked EPA to issue a new or revised proposed determination . 

• Stated that EIS needs to assess entire mine and climate change impacts . 

Collin O'Mara 

• Stated that Corps needs to consider ESA . 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? No. 

Were materials provided? Not in the meeting. Indicated may send materials to Matt via email after 

discussion. 
*If yes, please indicate who provided the materials and attach materials with this form. 

1 
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Template for Meeting Record 

TITLE 
Topic: Pebble Mine 

Meeting date: May 15, 2019 

Who requested the meeting?: Ballard Partners on behalf of Pebble Limited Partnership 

location: EPA HQ 

list of outside individuals or organizations that attended {including affiliation): 

• Tom Collier, Pebble Limited Partnership 

• Peter Robertson, Pebble Limited Partnership 

• Ronald J. Tempas, Vinson & Elkins 

• Sylvester Lukis, Ballard Partners 

• Brian Ballard, Ballard Partners 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

list of EPA attendees: 

• Matthew Leopold 

• David Fotouhi 

• Carrie Wehling 

• Heidi Nalven 

Was there an agenda: No 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Tom Collier led the discussion. 

Summary of topics discussed {including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
*Please include one or two sentences for each topic. This section is intended to compile individual 
input received from meeting attendees. It does not reflect group advice. 

Tom Collier 

• Asked EPA to remove the 404(c) proposed determination now without more process . 

• Asked EPA to cancel the June 2019 visit . 

• Provided his views on the financial status of the company . 

• Stated that Governor supports project and that EIS indicates that the mine would not cause 

damage to the fishery. 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? No. 

Were materials provided? No 
*If yes, please indicate who provided the materials and attach materials with this form. 

1 
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Template for Meeting Record 

TITLE 
Topic: Pebble Mine 

Meeting date: June 7, 2019 
Who requested the meeting?: Trout Unlimited 

location: EPA HQ 

list of outside individuals or organizations that attended {including affiliation): 

• Chris Wood, Trout Unlimited 

• Steve Moyer, Trout Unlimited 

• Austin Williams, Trout Unlimited 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

list of EPA attendees: 

• Matthew Leopold 

• David Fotouhi 

• Carrie Wehling 

• Heidi Nalven 

Was there an agenda: No 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Outside groups led the discussion. 

Summary of topics discussed {including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
*Please include one or two sentences for each topic. This section is intended to compile individual 
input received from meeting attendees. It does not reflect group advice. 

Chris Wood 

• Asked EPA to fully engage in the process . 

• Stated that there should be a high bar for permitting and raised concern about DEIS . 

Austin Williams 

• Stated that DEIS lacks construction and management plans . 

• Stated concerns about seismic testing, effect of discharge on aquatic species, and mine 

expansion. 

Steve Moyer 

• Stated that EPA should compare Pebble to Donlin . 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? No. 

Were materials provided? Yes. 
*If yes, please indicate who provided the materials and attach materials with this form. 

1 
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Message 

Sent: 8/14/2019 10:53:17 PM 
Attachments: Action Information Template - Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal.doc 

ED_002890_00106654-00001 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Morgante, Louis J.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A 13BBBDF685C456FA9FA077 490B235AD-MORGANTE, L] 
Sent: Wed 8/14/2019 7:27: 13 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal Federal Register Notice 

OK, Erik. 

Sincerely, 
James Morgante 
EPA SEE Administrative Specialist 
Regional Administrator's Division (RAD) 
Policy & Environmental Review Branch (PERS) 
1200 6th Avenue 14th Fl. BOS 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-4480 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 11:57 AM 
To: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal Federal Register Notice 

Hi James, 

Could you save all of the related documents to this Federal Register Notice to the following folder? 

G:\Baker\ETPA\Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_1035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_1035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 
Determination Withdrawal Proposal\Withdrawal FR Package 

This way we will all have access to the documents, and they will be there for future reference. 

Thank you! 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 3:53 PM 
To: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal Federal Register Notice 

Hi James, 
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Attached is a document from our last Bristol Bay Federal Register Notice. I'm leaving it in this forward for you to see one part of the 

process. 

The rest of the documents that were a part of our last Bristol Bay Federal Register Notice are available here. I expect that some of 

these will be helpful for this effort to publish the July 30, PD withdrawal. 

G:\Baker\ETPA\Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_l035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_l035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 
Determination Withdrawal Proposal\No Withdrawal FR Package 

Also, below are a few messages between myself and an EPA Federal Register Liaison. My hope is that you will be able to work 

directly with a Federal Register Liaison on this. Please cc me on any correspondence. I do not need necessarily to be a part of phone 

calls. 

Also, importantly, the Federal Register website that will give the most information on how to do this is here. 

http://intranet.epa.gov/adplibra y/adp-milestones/fedre0 .htm 

Part of this, if it is like last time, includes finding funding for the publication. You and I can work together to get that part 
done. For that matter, my expectation is that you and I will work closely together on all of this. 

Thank you very much for helping with this important work! 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Morris, Stephanie <Morris.Stephanie@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:57 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Hi Erik, thank you for your response. I attached an updated file for your approval including a response to your comment. 

I am leaving for the day in a few minutes, so I will see your response on tomorrow. 

Thank you and have a good evening. 

St.epllmtie . .Ho~u:., 
Federal Register Liaison, Senior Editor 
Regulatory Management Division, 

US Environmental Protection Agency, #35260 

Washington, DC 20460; Mail code 1803A 

202.564.0730 

FR Tip! Underlining is no longer required - you can just use an italic font instead 

**Many FR questions can be answered via our intranet website! ** 

Have an !BR question? You can now contact us at EPA-IBR@ep .gov 
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From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 12:42 PM 
To: Morris, Stephanie 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley 
Subject: RE: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Stephanie, 

Thank you for your quick response! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Thank you for considering our comment and for keeping the publication of this FRN moving forward. We are happy to talk further 
to help get this published in any way. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Morris, Stephanie 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:18 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik 
Subject: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Hello Erik, 

Attach you will find EPA edits to your document for approval and further editing. 

Please email me if you have questions or concerns. 

Thank you 

Stepllmtie ._Ho~u:., 
Federal Register Liaison, Senior Editor 

Regulatory Management Division, 
US Environmental Protection Agency, #35260 

Washington, DC 20460; Mail code 1803A 

202.564.0730 

FR Tip! Underlining is no longer required - you can just use an italic font instead 
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**Many FR questions can be answered via our intranet website! ** 

Have an !BR question? You can now contact us at EPA-IBR@ep .gov 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 8/5/2019 8:26:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 
June 2019 Trip to Alaska Memo.docx 
June 2019 Alaska Travel M Leopold Final DRAFT Itinerary updated6 11 19 (002).docx 

Attached is the memo I drafted that was requested by Steve N. as well as the final itinerary (from Tami) to go together with the 
meeting notes. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:55 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

Hi David -

This is a friendly reminder about this. Given that we may need to put together a record in the near term, we'd appreciate having 
these done within a week if possible. Let me know if there is anything I can do to help with this. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Sunday, June 30, 2019 8:46 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

I can do this, but it may take a while. I have a record of who attended each meeting and very rough notes. Bear with me. Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 25, 2019, at 1:29 PM, Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> wrote: 

Filling the attached form out for the recent trip was raised with Matt and he approved filling this out. Can you fill this 
out with the information you have for each meeting? Is there anyone else that should help? Or that I should ask 
instead? 

Steve N asked that we put together a short memo that includes the purpose of the trip and the trip agenda. I can pull 
that together from other documents we put together for the trip. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
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Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 6:24 AM 

To: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, 

David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov>; Bolen, Brittany <bolen.brittany@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Allnutt, 
David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert <torniak.robert@epa.gov>; 

Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palornaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<rncgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly <Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

<Hough.Palrner@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov>; Peterson, 

Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan 
<barnhart.rnegan@epa.gov>; Hoppe, Allison <hoppe.allison@epa.gov>; Marshall, Torn <rnarshall.torn@epa.gov>; 

Schwab, Justin <Schwab.Justin@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Blackmond, Vicky 

<Blackrnond.Vicky@epa.gov>; Haskins, Antonio <Haskins.Antonio@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; 

Chung, Angela <Chung.Angela@epa.gov>; Inge, Carolyn <lnge.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 

<Fordharn.Tarni@epa.gov>; Schaedle, Candi <Schaedle.Candi@epa.gov>; Kime, Robin <Kirne.Robin@epa.gov>; 
Lovell, Will (William) <lovell.williarn@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami 
<Grandinetti.Carni@epa.gov>; Jefferson, Tricia <Jefferson.Tricia@epa.gov>; Simons, Andrew 

<Sirnons.Andrew@epa.gov>; Green, Noelle <Green.Noelle@epa.gov>; Siciliano, CarolAnn 

<Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 

Subject: Record template for meetings relating to Pebble Mine 

To all: 

Ex. 5 AC/AWP/DP 
Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about this. We appreciate your assistance. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

-----Original Appointrnent----

From: Hladick, Christopher 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:35 PM 

To: Hladick, Christopher; Leopold, Matt (OGC); Fotouhi, David; Forsgren, Lee; Bolen, Brittany 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Allnutt, David; Goodin, John; Torniak, Robert; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, 
Carrie; Stern, Allyn; Steiner-Riley, Cara; Palomaki, Ashley; McGrath, Patricia; Vaughan, Molly; Hough, Palmer; 

Detwiler, Susan K.; Nogi, Jill; Peterson, Erik; Szerlog, Michael; Barnhart, Megan; Hoppe, Allison; Marshall, Torn; 
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Schwab, Justin; LaCroix, Matthew; Blackmond, Vicky; Haskins, Antonio; Opalski, Dan; Chung, Angela; Inge, Carolyn; 
Fordham, Tami; Schaedle, Candi; Kime, Robin; Lovell, Will (William); Frazer, Brian; Grandinetti, Cami; Jefferson, Tricia 
Subject: Bristol Bay RlO/HQ Policy Briefing #3 (Location Update) 
When: Monday, June 10, 2019 11:00 AM-12:30 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4045/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC; R10Sea-Room-21Umatilla-Expand/R10-Rooms-Service-Center; R10Sea
RoomSup-21DNSU-VTC1-Setup 

VTC will be available in the following locations: 

ARN 

RTP will open the conference line for those not able to attend via VTC. Please use the call in number below 
to be connected. 
Conference j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

HQ POC: John Mutz, 202-564-8043 
Rl0 POC: Erik Petersen, 206-553-6382 

<Bristol Bay External Meeting Record.docx> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Morgante, Louis J.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A 13BBBDF685C456FA9FA077 490B235AD-MORGANTE, L] 
Sent: Thur 8/1/2019 8:32:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal Federal Register Notice 

Erik, 

I contacted Sherri Walker who is Region lO's RMD Desk Officer. She had me send a PDF and said she will try to find relevant 
identifying document numbers in some system and let me know about the next steps. 

James 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 3:53 PM 
To: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal Federal Register Notice 

Hi James, 

Attached is a document from our last Bristol Bay Federal Register Notice. I'm leaving it in this forward for you to see one part of the 

process. 

The rest of the documents that were a part of our last Bristol Bay Federal Register Notice are available here. I expect that some of 
these will be helpful for this effort to publish the July 30, PD withdrawal. 

G:\Baker\ETPA\Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_l035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_l035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 
Determination Withdrawal Proposal\No Withdrawal FR Package 

Also, below are a few messages between myself and an EPA Federal Register Liaison. My hope is that you will be able to work 
directly with a Federal Register Liaison on this. Please cc me on any correspondence. I do not need necessarily to be a part of phone 
calls. 

Also, importantly, the Federal Register website that will give the most information on how to do this is here. 

http://intranet.epa.gov/adplibra y/adp-milestones/fedre0 .htm 

Part of this, if it is like last time, includes finding funding for the publication. You and I can work together to get that part 
done. For that matter, my expectation is that you and I will work closely together on all of this. 

Thank you very much for helping with this important work! 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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From: Morris, Stephanie <Morris.Stephanie@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:57 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Hi Erik, thank you for your response. I attached an updated file for your approval including a response to your comment. 

I am leaving for the day in a few minutes, so I will see your response on tomorrow. 

Thank you and have a good evening. 

Stepllmtie ._Ho~u:_, 

Federal Register Liaison, Senior Editor 
Regulatory Management Division, 

US Environmental Protection Agency, #35260 

Washington, DC 20460; Mail code 1803A 

202.564.0730 

FR Tip! Underlining is no longer required - you can just use an italic font instead 

**Many FR questions can be answered via our intranet website! ** 

Have an !BR question? You can now contact us at EPA-IBR@ep .gov 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 12:42 PM 

To: Morris, Stephanie 

Cc: Palomaki, Ashley 
Subject: RE: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Stephanie, 

Thank you for your quick response! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Thank you for considering our comment and for keeping the publication of this FRN moving forward. We are happy to talk further 
to help get this published in any way. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Morris, Stephanie 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:18 AM 
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To: Peterson, Erik 
Subject: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Hello Erik, 

Attach you will find EPA edits to your document for approval and further editing. 

Please email me if you have questions or concerns. 

Thank you 

Stepllmtie . .Ho~u:., 
Federal Register Liaison, Senior Editor 

Regulatory Management Division, 

US Environmental Protection Agency, #35260 

Washington, DC 20460; Mail code 1803A 

202.564.0730 

FR Tip! Underlining is no longer required - you can just use an italic font instead 

**Many FR questions can be answered via our intranet website! ** 

Have an !BR question? You can now contact us at EPA-IBR@ep .gov 
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To: Baca, Andrew[Baca.Andrew@epa.gov]; Murphy, Stacy[Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wilson, Wenona[Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Wed 7/31/2019 6:04:32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Per your request, here is the Curyung request for G2G. I received an additional call (yesterday) from Courtenay that the week of 
August 12th is another week where they will have leadership in Anchorage. 

I understand that Wenona will help with the response to Curyung. Please let me know if any support is needed. 

Tami 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:05 AM 

,. ___ J9..: __ ~QlJI1~.Q9_y__5=..~_CtY..::~Q-~!.t.~D-~Y.@f_U_r:.v.lJ.ogt_rJ_!;>~_,fQQ1_~;_.f.~QQ_c:\~.@.!:>_l:m_9.a_~_Q_ID;L__ ___ Ex.. __ 6 __ eers_ona.LP_riva.cv_./PP,) ! 

I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) r--·-----' 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

ThankyouCourtena½ 
I have forwarded your request to our Regional Administrator, Chris Hladick. I know he is on the road today, but I will get back to 
you as soon as possible about Curyung's request. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tami 

From: Courtenay Carty <courtenay.@curyungtribe.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:00 AM 

To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; fwoods@bbna.com;i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy {PP) ·1 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst. iohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Thank you Tami for the notification. 

Please consider this email Curyung's formal request for government-to-government consultation with the EPA on this action. It is 

unfortunate that this action was taken without any formal tribal consultation process. 

There is a delegation of Curyung Chiefs, along with myself, here in Anchorage this week for the Pebble EIS Technical Meetings. If at 
all possible, we could be available to meet in person this week and invite those in Dillingham to call-in. Please let us know if this is a 
possibility. Our best availability would be midday Thursday but we can be flexible to make a meeting happen if that time does not 
work for EPA. 

Quyana, 
Courtenay 

Courtenay Carty 
Tribal Administrator 
Curyung Tribal Council 
PO Box 216 - 715 Seward Street 
Dillingham, AK 99576 
907-842-2384 
907-842-4510 fax 
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---------- Original Message ----------

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

To: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Herbst, John" <herbst.iohn@epa.gov>, "Gay, Santina" <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:34 AM 

Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any 

more information about this announcement, please email press@epa.gov. 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed 

Determination: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal

site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

Anchorage. AK 99513 

(907) 271-1484 

epa.gov I epa.gov/regionlO 
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From: EPA Press Office ·:c::.:...:=,,._.:::::..,==..=.· 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Washington, D.C. 20004 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Herbst, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=SF39FD3E3E87 49C79E68335C315443AC-HERBST, JOHN R.] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 7:35:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

FYI 

From: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:05 PM ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
____ To:_Courtenay Carty_<courten_ay@cu_ryungtribe_.com_>;_ fwoods@bbna.com j ________ Ex .. 6 _Personal __ Privacy(PP} ___ ,J 

[ ____________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 6 ___ Pe _rs o n a I ____ P riv a c y ___ ( P P) ____________________________________________________________ I 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

ThankyouCourtena½ 
I have forwarded your request to our Regional Administrator, Chris Hladick. I know he is on the road today, but I will get back to 
you as soon as possible about Curyung's request. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tami 

From: Courtenay Carty <courtenay@curyungtribe.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, Ju I y 3 0, 2019 11: 00 AM .---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
!9-=.-~<?-~_g!i_c!_~,__T.~_l!l_i_'.:: F Ord ham.Tami~ e ga. g 0V~j __ fwood s (92 b b na. com ;.L_J;.~_.J~ __ e_e._rs.9n.a.LP_ri_va.c..vJP.P.LL. ___ _ 
I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst. iohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Thank you Tami for the notification. 

Please consider this email Curyung's formal request for government-to-government consultation with the EPA on this action. It is 
unfortunate that this action was taken without any formal tribal consultation process. 

There is a delegation of Curyung Chiefs, along with myself, here in Anchorage this week for the Pebble EIS Technical Meetings. If at 
all possible, we could be available to meet in person this week and invite those in Dillingham to call-in. Please let us know if this is a 
possibility. Our best availability would be midday Thursday but we can be flexible to make a meeting happen if that time does not 
work for EPA. 

Quyana, 
Courtenay 

Courtenay Carty 
Tribal Administrator 
Curyung Tribal Council 
PO Box 216 - 715 Seward Street 
Dillingham, AK 99576 
907-842-2384 
907-842-4510 fax 

---------- Original Message ----------

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
To: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
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Cc: "Herbst, John" <herbst.iohn@epa.gov>, "Gay, Santina" <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:34 AM 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any 
more information about this announcement, please email press@epa.gov. 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed 
Determination: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal
site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

Anchorage. AK 99513 

(907) 271-1484 

epa.gov I epa.gov/regionlO 
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From: EPA Press Office 'J'.::'.,!_==..:::==~
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Morris, Stephanie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=A01 EE901 D61C44FF91AF135F2ED1 EB08-MORRIS, STEPHANIE] 
Sent: Tue 2/13/2018 5:57: 12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: EPA-edits: EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 
(02)9974-52-Region 10 sm edits.Erik Peterson.docx 

Hi Erik, thank you for your response. I attached an updated file for your approval including a response to your comment. 
I am leaving for the day in a few minutes, so I will see your response on tomorrow. 
Thank you and have a good evening. 
Stepllmtie ._Ho~u:_, 
Federal Register Liaison, Senior Editor 

Regulatory Management Division, 

US Environmental Protection Agency, #35260 

Washington, DC 20460; Mail code 1803A 

202.564.0730 
FR Tip! Underlining is no longer required - you can just use an italic font instead 
**Many FR questions can be answered via our intranet website! ** 
Have an !BR question? You can now contact us at EPA-!BR@epa.gov 
From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 12:42 PM 
To: Morris, Stephanie 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley 
Subject: RE: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Stephanie, 
Thank you for your quick response! 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Th an k you for considering our comment and for keeping the publication of this FRN moving forward. We are happy to talk further 
to help get this published in any way. 
·····-!l!lllll'e"-/,;;,ro ,,;.;,,,, Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

/;~-· 

1 

.\, U.S. EPA, Region 10 ,,,, '':,l 
(• .. , 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 

~. ~~ Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

·<t:~.V"'·:•:~~'.;' (206) 553-6382 

From: Morris, Stephanie 
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:18 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik 
Subject: EPA-edits: EPA-RlO-OW-2017-0369; FRL 9974-52-Region 10] 

Hello Erik, 

Attach you will find EPA edits to your document for approval and further editing. 
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Please email me if you have questions or concerns. 

Thank you 
Stepllmtie . .Ho~u:., 
Federal Register Liaison, Senior Editor 

Regulatory Management Division, 
US Environmental Protection Agency, #35260 

Washington, DC 20460; Mail code 1803A 

202.564.0730 

FR Tip! Underlining is no longer required - you can just use an italic font instead 
**Many FR questions can be answered via our intranet website! ** 
Have an !BR question? You can now contact us at EPA-IBR@ep .gov 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Bennett, Brittany[bennett.brittany@epa.gov]; Lindsay, 
Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Dennis, Allison[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9BF7959058B241FAB18E564E9C957B56-ADENNIS] 
Sent: Tue 1/29/2019 12:54:43 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thanks for the heads up! 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 28, 2019, at 6:47 PM, Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> wrote: 

Suzanne, 
I'm putting this on the agenda for our BB check-in tomorrow. The 404c team is also meeting tomorrow. 
My goal is for us to decide who is going to provide input for you. We don't all need to. 
I see the deadline is Thursday so we'll decide who by mid-day tomorrow. 

<image00l.jpg> Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: OERA-140 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany 
<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 
I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 
with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 
Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 
attached doc. 
Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific t-f_gi:.th..Vf.?.§.t:.?~_a_t!I~--, 
0: 206-553-2160 C Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Follow us on Twitt~if(afEPAn"offfii"iiiesi 
Like us on Facebook! @epareqion10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
Hi, Suzanne: 
Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 
comment on: 
1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 
did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 
2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 
comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 
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3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 
emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 
Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:l Ex._6_Personal Privacy_(PP) _: 

Like us on Facebook! ~'.f!_g_l_~!,l_[J_,_fid. 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0ASA 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, ANDREA] 
Sent: Mon 2/26/2018 7:09:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: FR Dailies: Notification of Decision not to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an Area as a 
Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska is about to publish in the FR. 

Erik, just want to let you know that the link to the official FR notice will be placed on our Bristol Bay website on Wednesday. The 
previous link to the unofficial version will be unpublished at that time. 
-Andrea 

Andrea Lindsay I Community Involvement Coordinator I EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, ETPA-202-4, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 1:00 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Palomaki, Ashley; Bennett, Brittany; Ortiz, Michael; Skadowski, Suzanne; 
Lindsay, Andrea; Whitley, Annie; Shoemake, Neverley; Hough, Palmer; Herbst, John 
Subject: FW: FR Dailies: Notification of Decision not to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an Area as a 
Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska is about to publish in the FR. 
Importance: High 

FYI - FR notice will publish 2/28 
, .. :~"''""'"'" /:;1t+..CS1 1i! ti%};,.,,,, 

;!' .,;, if'\ 
I¾* * \ ,: #i/t 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 t\ gt 

1,1
1 

.I Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

\{:t;:!t••03/{l~~:::Y (206) 553-6382 

From: Diedra Wingate [mailto:Wingate.Diedra@epamail.epa.gov] 

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 11:43 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Morris, Stephanie <Morris.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FR Dailies: Notification of Decision not to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an Area as a Disposal 
Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska is about to publish in the FR. 
Importance: High 

Your document is about to publish in the Federal Register. This publication date has been confirmed with the Office of the Federal 
Register. 
Title: Notification of Decision not to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an Area as a Disposal Site; 
Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska 
FRL #: 9974-52-Region 10 
Docket #: EPA-R 1 0-OW-2017-0369 
Published Date: 02/28/2018 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Tue 1/23/2018 7:17:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Thanks Suzanne. Will take a look and get back to you. 

t\1arianne 

Follow us! 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 9:29 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne 
Cc: Peterson, Erik 
Subject: RE: Pebble 

Hi Marianne, 
The HQ release looks fine to me. 
How do you want us to gather and consolidate reviews and comments from the team? Chris said you are lead on the release, so let 
me know. 
Thanks, 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs I Media Relations Specialist 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific N9.r!bw..~~t.:.S.~_<;1J!l~----· 
0: 206-553-2160 C::__:x~-~-_:.~-~•~~"._l _ _:.~i~"._c!!~~)_) 
Twitter: @EP/\northwest 
Facebook: @eparegionlO 

From: Hladick, Christopher 
Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 7:43 AM 
To: Pirzadeh, Michelle <Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan 
<0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; 
Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Pebble 

Folks: 

1 talked with Lee Forsgren last night.l ________________________________________________________ Ex. __ S __ Del i berative _Process_ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
L. Chris Hladick ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Office_: {206) 553-1234 
Cell! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Fax:' (206) 553-1809 · 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Grandinetti, Cami[Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 11 :37:04 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft PD withdrawal notice review - thank you 

Many thanks to everyone for your quick review and helpful feedback. Folks identified good catches and I really appreciate having a 
few eyes on this as this whole processes has moved quickly. I am now going to take the version on sharepoint and work offline to 
clean this up so please don't add anything to sharepoint (since I won't be looking at it). I have been directed to prepare one last 
clean version for senior leadership by COB tomorrow. If you identify a critical change that needs to be made tomorrow, feel free to 
let me know. I will be following up with folks individually as needed tomorrow. l_ __________________________ ~~:.?._l?_~~i-~~~~~-~~--P._r_°..<:.E:.5..5...l~-~J__ ________________________ J 

~hanks_ aga·i n, ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex._ 5 __ De I i_be rative _Process_ ( D_P) _________________________________________________________ ! 

Heidi 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 7:44 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Stern, 
Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Tnanks for your patience ana review, 
Heidi 
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To: Grandinetti, Cami[Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 5:58:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: PD withdrawal comments--I'11 consolidate and transmit regional comments. 

Draft - Deliberative 
Cami - thanks for helping consolidate RlO's comments. As you and I discussed earlier this morning,i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ] 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-)..~ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

/~m~i-)-~---R-. -□a-v-id-A-11-n-ut_t_, A-c-t-in_g_[_li-re-c-to_r _______________________________________________________________________ _ 

/;/ ·1:';, Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
ft ~! U.S. EPA. Region 10 
:f!:· " 

'\:~1.t~!-'~!•:if / ~~~~1!i,x:a:~~~:t~ns~~;o~~~~~:-D12 

(206) 553-2581 

From: Grandinetti, Cami 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 10:35 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; 
Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Cc: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: PD withdrawal comments--I'II consolidate and transmit regional comments. 

After talking with a couple of you and looking at the format for these comments I want to make another suggestion. If you are in 
the sharepoint site and making changes directly-please keep doing that. If you would like me to input the comments, I can do that 
for you-I'll just need them from you by 11:40 am. Thanks for your patience as I figure out how to best keep things moving. 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 
(206) 553-8696 (desk) 

! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !cell) 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

From: Grandinetti, Cami 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 7:47 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Allyn Stern (stern.allyn@epa.gov) 
<stern.allyn@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, 

ED_002890_00109781-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Subject: PD withdrawal comments--1'11 consolidate and transmit regional comments. 

Good morning everyone-Dan has asked that I consolidate any regional comments on the PD that was distributed yesterday and 

get them to John Goodin by our deadline of noon today. To help me with that, please get me your comments by 11:40 so that I can 
consolidate and transmit. If you don't have comments, please let me know that too. Michael-I know you're out so I'm assuming I 

won't be hearing from you. Thanks everyone. 

Cami Grandinetti 
Branch Manager 
Standards, Assessment, and Watershed Management Branch 
US EPA 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Wa. 98101 
(206) 553-8696 (desk) 

!. Ex. 6 Personal_Privacy (PP)_~ cell) 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; McGrath, 
Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :43:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

Nalven, Heidi has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_ 18July2019.doc:x 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks for your patience and review, 

Heidi 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Holsman, 
Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov] 
From: Detwiler, Susan K.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E1 FSFDE309E84A43A75E34E234C1 C680-DETWILER, S] 
Sent: Sat 7/20/2019 1 :02:31 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan + talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 ver2 SD.docx 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 sd.docx 

Probably too late to incorporate edits, but I made a couple minor ones . 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
i i 
i i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Sue 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:44 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; 
Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan+ talking points -- please review!] 

Updated drafts attached, I'd like to share with HQ soon. 
Thank you for the reviews! 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Hi All-
Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

l~~:;;;::i"r!:'m,4;;:;.. R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
/;/ ·1:';, Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
ft ~! U.S. EPA. Region 10 
:f!:· " 

'\:~1.t~!.'~!•:if / ~~~~1!i,x:a:~~~:t~ns~~;o~~~~~:·D12 

(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 
Importance: High 

Good Morning! 
Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 
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Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific N9r.tb.1tJ1e.,t.= .• 5.P..nJ:tl;: 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on TwittejT'67EP?,iiiifff1iJi,,,1 
Like us on Facebook! @!epurewnn1(J 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
'Allyn L. Stern ' 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

.. 1. am .okay with .these talking .Points.l. ................................................................... Ex .. s Deliberative. Process. (DP) .................................................................... : 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 
Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, 
Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov]; 
Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 7:02:23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2.docx 

Good Afternoon -

Our draft talking points for Matt are attached. 
Please let me know if you have any changes before you/we send a long to Matt. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 (: !. E,.6_P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) .! 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 8/15/2019 5:34:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal - Federal Register Notice "Action Information Template" 
Action Information Template - Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal ACP HN.doc 

Attached is a version with my edits.! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ] [----------------------------------------------ii-Kfieff 6eiiffv·e-·Proce·ss"ci5i>Y-------------------------------------------·-·1 · 
From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 7:00 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal - Federal Register Notice "Action Information Template" 

H I _ Ash I ey_ a_ n d . H e id L-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Allnutt, David [Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
7/9/2019 11:35:25 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven 
[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, John [Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer [Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; 
Szerlog, Michael [Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik [Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Lacroix, Matthew 
[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov] 

CC: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia 
[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 

Subject: RE: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Heidi and Ashley - you have my thanks and gratitude as well. I've completed my review. 

R. Dav!d Allnutt, ,4.cting Director 

Superfund Bi Emergency \i1anagenient Division 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 3:55 PM 

U.S. E Region 1D 

:UOO Sixth /\Venue, Suite 15.S, J.4-Dl2. 
Seattle, Washi1·1gton 98:IC::1-3123 
(206) 553-2581. 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Great job, Heidi and Ashley. My few comments incorporated. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 

202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 1:24 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <f\Jeugeboren.5teven(@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <\AJehling.Carrie(·ilepa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<GoodinJohn@g_p_§!_,ggy>; Hough, Palmer <JJQ\!fh.Palmer@.QP..9.,gQy_>; Allnutt, David <AllnutLDavid@.s:.P..£!.,gg.v.>; Szerlog, 

Michael <SzerlogJv1ichael@Depa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@Depa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCrnix. tvfatthew(·ilepa.gov> 
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Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern"Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa,gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

< _r:nrn ra th. pat ri ci a@.~.P.~:~_,_gqy> 
Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 
Thursday. Please keep this close hold . 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. 
i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 8/14/2019 6:53:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 
BBRSDA-404c-PD-withdrawal-letter.pdf 

I ________________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De I i be_ra ti v e _ Process __ { D_ P) ------------------------------------------------------.1 
From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 11:06 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 

Please handle as appropriate. 
Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 
From: Andy Wink <andy@bbrsda.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 3:06 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Ross, David 
Subject: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 
Dear Mr. Leopold, 
The BBRSDA represents commercial fishermen who work in Bristol Bay, Alaska. We respectfully object to the EPA's decision to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination (PD) for protections of Bristol Bay waters under 404(c) authority. As our organization 
submitted comments regarding the PD, we are afforded an opportunity to respond to the withdrawal decision as a matter of public 
record. Please file the attached letter and this email correspondence as necessary. 
Kindest regards, 

Andy Wink 

Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
P.O. Box 6386 I Sitka, AK 99835 
Direct: 907.677.2374 I Main: 907.677.2371 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0ASA 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, ANDREA] 
Sent: Mon 9/24/2018 7:53:49 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: RE: Tom Allen 

Here is an example of the recent Bristol Bay email responses; all six of them went out today. -andrea 

Andrea Lindsay Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-202, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: RlOBristolBay 

Sent: Monday, September 24, 2018 12:46 PM 
To: 'thomas@markeallenlaw.com' <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen 

Thank you for your inquiry to EPA Region 10 about the Bristol Bay Watershed. Information about EPA's activities related to Bristol 

Bay and the Pebble Mine can be found on line at https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay. To learn more about the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers' process for the Pebble Project Environmental Impact Statement, visit https://www.pebbleprojecteis.com. 

-----Original Message-----

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 

Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 1:49 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen 

Dear Erik, 

Your name and contact info was provided to me in a letter from Chris Hladick dated Sept 5 2018. 

A recent article by Bloomberg has reported the EPA had meetings with Alaska groups, one person in particular being Matt 
Newman. The meetings supposedly took place on September 11th, 2018. Bloomberg states, Alaska groups "were told that the 
restrictions under the federal Clean Water Act will remain." 

Is this true? Why hasn't this been communicated to all stakeholders or been made public? Was this meeting with regional 10 

employees? Has Andrew Wheeler recused himself from this matter, and if so who will take ownership? 

I look forward to a response before end of day, 5pm EST. Friday, September 21st. 

Thank you in advance for your time. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Lindsay, Andrea[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=D1 0A5A 1CAOD74C3894A5980CE3652BDC-LINDSAY, 
ANDREA] 
Sent: Mon 9/24/2018 7:52:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen 

Hello, Erik. Sorry for my delayed response. I am just back in the office after having been away since 
September 11. As you directed, I have sent the standard response (below) to each of the 6 emails you 
sent to me. In each outgoing message, I included the original email. Our response came not from me, 
but from R1 OBristolBay@epa.gov. I will add the 6 email addresses to our mailing list. Watch soon for a 
forwarded example of our response. -Andrea 

Andrea Lindsay I Community Involvement Coordinator I EPA Region 10 
lindsay.andrea@epa.gov I 206-553-1896 I 800-424-4372 x1896 I Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, 
Fridays 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-202, Seattle, WA 98101 

-----Original Message----
From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 3:32 PM 
To: Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen 

Hi Andrea, 

I spoke with Cara Steiner-Riley today about responding to external parties who are emailing Patty and I. 
We like your standard option for responding and I would like it if you would consider sending as a 
response to the below forwarded message. 

Thank you! And let me know if you have any questions. 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

1-----~~-:---~---~-!~-~-~-!-~~-!-~~!---~-~~-~!!! ___ ~-~~~----I 
Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message-----
From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2018 1 :49 PM 
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To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen 

Dear Erik, 

Your name and contact info was provided to me in a letter from Chris Hladick dated Sept 5 2018. 

A recent article by Bloomberg has reported the EPA had meetings with Alaska groups, one person in 
particular being Matt Newman. The meetings supposedly took place on September 11th, 2018. 
Bloomberg states, Alaska groups "were told that the restrictions under the federal Clean Water Act will 
remain." 

Is this true? Why hasn't this been communicated to all stakeholders or been made public? Was this 
meeting with regional 10 employees? Has Andrew Wheeler recused himself from this matter, and if so 
who will take ownership? 

I look forward to a response before end of day, 5pm EST. Friday, September 21st. 

Thank you in advance for your time. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 8/31/201811:17:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen 

Hi Patty- He also sent an email to Hladick that got routed into CMS. Erik has been leading that response with input from me and 

others. 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 8:30 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen 

Can you assist me with a response? 

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 8:25 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen 

Patricia, 
You have a lovely name (same name as my wife). I have a simple question. Does the EPA plan on commenting on the proposed rule 
changes to the CWA and the veto in place for the Pebble mine? It seems to me that it should be lifted given that the mine is in 
federal permitting. 
Thanks, 
Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 
Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov]; Kelly, Christine 
M[kelly.christinem@epa.gov] 
From: Marshall, Vanessa[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=C1 C256A2466C4126B7E6734EB7D08641-MARSHALL, V] 
Sent: Mon 4/1/2019 7:00:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Incoming CMS 19-000-3779 FYI Only - Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment - Thomas Allen 
19-000-3779 Control Slip.pdf 
19-000-3779 Correspondence.pdf 

Vanessa Marshall, Administrative Specialist 

Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, Mail Stop OERA-140 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6240 
marshall.vanessa@epa.gov 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 4: 18:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Bristol Bay 05242019 ACP.docx 

Thanks, Erik! Heidi - I updated this based on our conversation yesterday. Can you take a look at page 4 to make sure we are 

accurately conveying info to our RA? 
Erik -Allyn just stopped by and she will email to Chris since David is out. Thanks. 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:45 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Allyn, 
Including everyone for awareness. 
An updated draft of the briefing paper is attached[ __________________________________________________ Ex._ 5_ Deliberative_ Process_ (DP) _________________________________________________ : 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ] 
L--·-·~ x~~--••-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

//",tfJ ;;:;7,.,. Erik Peterson 
/~!(If# l.x••. . 

I¾* •,;'\ U.S. EPA, Region 10 
ft i'* 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
t\ gt 
1,1

1 
.I Mail Code: 14-D2 

i,<:t;:!t••·0Y.::,~~;;;Y Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

I . Thanks Carrie) __________ Ex· __ 5 __ De l_i b;x~; ;1:;atp ;;~;;~) < D_ p) __________________________ / 
Allyn Stern 
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Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. SAC/DP 
f-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~. 
' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 

!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 
Please call me if you have questions. 
Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 

<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Good Afternoon All, 
This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 

response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 
email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 

28th
• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
From: Brown, DonaldM 
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Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 

Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 
Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 

Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 
I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 
regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn.DonaldM aC( a.gov (Please note the "M") 
From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The.Pr op o s e d _review. sch e d u I e . is : ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 

Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 
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Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, 
Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; 
Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Kirby, 
Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 1 :38:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterday! Ex. 5 AC/DP i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. SAC/DP 
. . -:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-1 . 

1-----~~-~---~----~-!:-~-~--~-!:-~~-!-~-~!:----~-~~-~-!:~~---J-~_~J ____ I Thanks. 
Carrie 
Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 
This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 
from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 
brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th

• We will provide further updates once that 
meeting has occurred. 
Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
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BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 
From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner
Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 

<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 

report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 
Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 
currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 

Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 

participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 

any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn.DonaldM aC( a.gov (Please note the "M") 
From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
' ' i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 
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Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, 
Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; 
Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; 
Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda[Anderson
Carnahan. Linda@epa.gov] 
From: Kirby, Kevin[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CBB65672F6F34545BE460A66FF6FA969-KI RBY, KEVIN] 
Sent: Tue 5/21/2019 2:28:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thanks for shepherding this through your RA's office, Donald! 
Should you need support in your briefing from anyone on the Scoping Team, just let us know. 
Kevin 
Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 4:37 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thank you, Palmer. Region 10 has begun the process for the RA to review the draft response. We have requested a briefing date 
with the RA, which will occur when the director involved, David Allnutt, returns from leave. I will be shepherding this process 
through the Region, so please continue to send me any communications regarding this review step. 
Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn.DonaldM aC( a.gov (Please note the "M") 
From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 
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The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

l----~-~:---~---~-!-~-~-~!-~-~!~-~!---~-~~-~!~~--J~-~~----1 
Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; 
Schofield, Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 5/13/2019 2: 11 :41 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 

I'm trying to track down the final QFR - what I sent you looks like the final but I want to doublecheck be it's still a word doc rather 

than a pdf. I was hoping that it would be on the committee's website and it's not, but our congressional office in the region should 
have it. 
I'll look into how best to cite it. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Sunday, May 12, 2019 7:57 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

_As h_l ey -. than ks_ for_ the_ comments,_ two fo 11 ow-up_ questions.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Saturday, May 11, 2019 2:04 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Hi Palmer and Kate -
Thanks for putting this together! It's great. My edits and comments are attached - I added on top of Erik but not David just based 
on when I started editing - hope that's okay! 
I'm out M-W of this week, back on Thursday. 

Best, 
Ashley 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 6:59 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
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Palmer and Kate - nice work. You play attorney much better than I play scientist. 

Have added my comments on top of Erik's. If you have questions, I'm in tomorrow thru 5/15, but on annual leave 5/16-5/24. 

/~~:;JXi'r:'m,i;;~.. R. David Allnutt. Director 

/;/ ":-~•, Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
[; ~l Division 
~' ,r· 
\,~ .I?/ 
'\::'..!3.;;,!.:t'!!:~; 

From: Peterson, Erik 

U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 1:51 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate, 

I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 

Mail Code: 14-D2 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 

To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 
Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 

attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 

start management review by 5/20. 
Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 

ED_002890_00110225-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, 
Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; 
Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Kirby, 
Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Bahadori, Tina[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=7DA 7967DCAFB4C5BBC39C666FEE31 EC3-BAHADORI, Tl NA] 
Sent: Sun 5/12/2019 2:45:05 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 (tb).docx 

Palmer and Kate, 
You've done a great job with this ... clearly written and well-mapped to the events. I have a few very minor edits/comments, in 
attached. 
Thanks, 
Tina 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 7:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 
Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 
Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 
Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; 
Schofield, Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Sat 5/11/2019 6:04: 11 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 Erik Peterson ACP.docx 

Hi Palmer and Kate -
Thanks for putting this together! It's great. My edits and comments are attached - I added on top of Erik but not David just based 
on when I started editing - hope that's okay! 
I'm out M-W of this week, back on Thursday. 
Best, 
Ashley 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 6:59 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate - nice work. You play attorney much better than I play scientist. 

Have added my comments on top of Erik's. If you have questions, I'm in tomorrow thru 5/15, but on: Ex. s Personal Privacy (PP) : 

/i~~:;;;;i":/:'m ,i,:;~-~r~, ~~ ~oar~it~~ 1;eur:~c~Jt=~~0:p p Ii ed Science '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

[; ~l Division 
,13· ,r· 

'\:':!Jtt!!.:t~:i•;~r ~~~OE:i:~hR:~:~u~O Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2019 1:51 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 

Palmer and Kate, 
I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 

Mail Code: 14-D2 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
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<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 
Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 

attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 

start management review by 5/20. 
Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, 
Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; 
Schofield, Kate[Schofield. Kate@epa.gov]; Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 5/8/2019 11 :44:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3.docx 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 
Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 
Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 
Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 2/6/2019 9:23:32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 
01.14.2019 PLP Letter to EPA under Information Quality Act.pdf 

FYI - Letter is on behalf of PLP. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 1:15 PM 
To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 

I_ Hefdi Nalven----------------------------------------~~-'.--~-~~!-~~--------------------------------------------------------1 

U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
From: Kirby, Kevin On Behalf Of Quality 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:56 PM 

To: Sheppard, Tracy ·::::,;_;==...::::..:....:....:..==--".._:;;,=="'-· 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 

Hey Folks, 

Tallent, Robert 

As a follow to our kick-off meeting on the Pebble Mine IQG case, I wanted to make you aware of this recent submission to the 
Agency in support of Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's request for Correction (RFC #19001). Members of the Scoping Team have 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Kevin 
Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Murphy, Mark [mailto:mmurphy@steptoe.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 14, 2019 5:47 PM 
To: Quality 
Subject: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 

Good afternoon. 
On behalf of the Pebble Limited Partnership, please find attached a submission in support of Information Quality Act Request for 
Correction 19001, filed by the Competitive Enterprise Institute on November 14, 2018. A hard copy of the document has been 
mailed to EPA's Washington headquarters. 
Mark Murphy 
Mark Murphy 
Associate 
mm u rphy@steptoe.com 
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+1 202 429 6433 direct 
~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) : 
.;.-,·zoz-429·-3902-fax·-·-·-·-·-· 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
v--rww. steptoe. com 

This message and any attached documents contain information from the law firm Steptoe & Johnson LLP that may be confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please do not read, copy, distribute, or use this information. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e
mail and then delete this message. 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Fri 2/1/2019 4:20:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 

!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
From: Lindsay, Andrea 
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 8:11 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, 
Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MED I A I N Q U I RY: Pebble Mine -- M cC1_9_t_!=_h..y,__P._Q1_UJ_1-. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

,-Suzan_ne,_ some thoughts_in. regard to_ qu_estion _2a. i _____________________________________ Ex. __ 5. De Ii be rative __ process. (DP) _______________ , ____________________ j 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

-Andi 

Community Involvement Coordinator EPA Region 10 
206-553-1896 800-424-4372 x1896 Work Days: Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, RAD-202, Seattle, WA 98101 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 
Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 
I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 
reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 
Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 
Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nqr:.thw.e:;.tc_.Se.a.ttle. __ ! 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitte;! @!EP/,northwe•./ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
Hi, Suzanne: 
Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 
1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 
feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 
2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 
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3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 
streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 

happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 
Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seatt/e 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitte;! @!f P/,northw~·st 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Hough, 
Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Vaughan, Molly[Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan 
K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 3:33:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response 1-30-2019.docx 

Good Morning: 
I sent our draft response to OW communications and OPA- attached here. Big thank you to Palmer and Ashley for your reviews and 
edits. Once this gets circulating around HQ, I'm hoping they'll keep us looped in on any major edits, and send us the final before it 
goes to the reporter. I'll let you know how it goes. 
Thank you! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nsr.tfLW.f:.ii.t~--~rntti.c:.. ____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter'T(i'l)""f:}'"lfi'ii5rtTiWr\T_! 

Like us on Facebook! @>epurewon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 6:26 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Lynn, Tricia <lynn.tricia@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov>; 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FYI MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Just FYI for now. We're working on draft answers to send to HQ. Just wanted to give you early heads up. 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 (; !_ Ex.6Persona1Privacy.(PP)_ i 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/,northwe•./ 

Like us on Facebook! @>epurewon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Bennett, Brittany 
<bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 
I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked 
with this reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 
Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the 
attached doc. 
Thanks! 
Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific N9[.t/J..W.?.~t:.5.?.9t.t!e 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! E,.6P,csona1Pcivacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twittefnt1l"PP?1?f6r'tniiiFfi.1 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
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Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 
comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 
Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 
Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:L E,. 6 P,csonal P,;vacy (PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter!~~~~~ 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Hough, Palmer[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51 CD0B0D81 AC416FA265944D6E6575CE-PHOUGH] 
Sent: Wed 1/30/2019 2:33:16 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry 1-29-2019 draft pfh edits SS ACP pfh.docx 

Great edits - I put my responses in the attached 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 8:43 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thanks, Suzanne! Added my thoughts on top of Palmer's. 
Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:03 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Susanne 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 3:44 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thank you Palmer, very helpful info and edits (as always)! 
! ' 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 12:34 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Attached are my suggested edits in redline. Attached are letters referenced in my suggested edits to Answer number 1 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 1:32 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 
<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 
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Updated Q & A is attached. Please review and edit (as needed) draft answers and please provide a draft answer for #5. Please try to 
send back to me asap. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:22 PM 

To: Allnutt, David Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov> 

Bennett, Brittany <bennett.brittany@epa.gov>; Lindsay, 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Hello and welcome back all! 

I need your help with the Qs below. Once we have draft answers we're happy with, I'll work w/ HQ on final. I talked with this 

reporter on background this morning to help get her up to speed. 

Reporter wants to attribute/quote answers to questions below. I've attached the Qs and some proposed As in the attached doc. 
Thanks! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest- Seattle __ 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 

Follow us on Twittehr§iEPif;f6ith1~vr~i 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 
feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 

(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
Hi Julianna, 
Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:[_Ex. 6 Personal_Privacy_(PP) _] 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
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questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Baca, Andrew[Baca.Andrew@epa.gov]; Murphy, Stacy[Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wilson, Wenona[Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD05FA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Wed 7/31/2019 6:04:32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Per your request, here is the Curyung request for G2G. I received an additional call (yesterday) from Courtenay that the week of 
August 12th is another week where they will have leadership in Anchorage. 
I understand that Wenona will help with the response to Curyung. Please let me know if any support is needed. 
Tami 

From: Fordham, Tami 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:05 AM 

r_.I_Q_: __ ~_Ql:!.r.t~o_a._y__<;:;~_rtY._~~Q~_rt~n~v@_c_l!_CY.~.JD.gtr_i_p_~,_c_QIJ.l?.~.f\.A.'.9P..9.~.@!:>_~_o.9~.!:.9_1D_;L. ______ ..l:x.._5_0_etib.e.r.ative __ P.roc.e.s.s __ {O.PL ______ j; 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

ThankyouCourtena½ 
I have forwarded your request to our Regional Administrator, Chris Hladick. I know he is on the road today, but I will get back to 
you as soon as possible about Curyung's request. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tami 

From: Courtenay Carty <courtenay@curyungtribe.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, Ju I y 3 0, 2019 11: 00 AM ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; fwoods@bbna.com;i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst. iohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Thank you Tami for the notification. 
Please consider this email Curyung's formal request for government-to-government consultation with the EPA on this action. It is 

unfortunate that this action was taken without any formal tribal consultation process. 
There is a delegation of Curyung Chiefs, along with myself, here in Anchorage this week for the Pebble EIS Technical Meetings. If at 
all possible, we could be available to meet in person this week and invite those in Dillingham to call-in. Please let us know if this is a 
possibility. Our best availability would be midday Thursday but we can be flexible to make a meeting happen if that time does not 
work for EPA. 
Quyana, 
Courtenay 

Courtenay Carty 
Tribal Administrator 
Curyung Tribal Council 
PO Box 216 - 715 Seward Street 
Dillingham, AK 99576 
907-842-2384 
907-842-4510 fax 

---------- Original Message ----------

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
To: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Herbst, John" <herbst.iohn@epa.gov>, "Gay, Santina" <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:34 AM 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 
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Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any 
more information about this announcement, please email press@epa.gov. 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed 

Determination: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal

site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Tami 

Tami Fordham. Deputy Director 

Alaska Operations Office 

EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

Anchorage. AK 99513 

(907) 271-1484 

epa.gov I epa.gov/regionlO 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

lJS. Environmental Protection Agency 

"1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 5/16/2019 11 :35:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Donald, 

Thanks for coming over and checking in with me on this. Much appreciated. 

If you are open to it, would you mind sending a message similar to Tina's? Essentially letting Palmer and Kate and everyone know 
that RlO RA review is starting. 

By you sending it, it would show how you are taking the lead in working toward/through RA approval by May 3l51. 

I am, of course, happy to stay involved in all the steps. Just think it helps to know who is primarily making sure we get through the 
steps. If you would prefer me to take the primary role, I am open to it. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Bahadori, Tina 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thanks Palmer. ORD AA-level review has commenced. Kate and I will stoke the fire as it moves forward! Thanks again to the two of 

you for doing such an exceptional job. The revised response looks even stronger than the first. 
Tina 

Tina Bahadori, Sc.D. 
Director, National Center for Environmental Assessment (EPA/ORD/NCEA) 
National Program Director, Human Health Risk Assessment (EPA/ORD/HHRA) 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
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<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 
to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The _proposed. review . sch e d_ u I e _is : -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 
• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; David Allnutt (Allnutt.David@epa.gov)[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Palomaki, 
Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 5/9/2019 8:51: 12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3 Erik Peterson .. docx 

Palmer and Kate, 

I think the response is excellent, thank you for this chance to provide feedback. 

I have one comment in the attachment. 

Cc'ing the RlO members of the scoping team as an FYI. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2019 4:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: R10BristoIBay[R1 OBristolBay@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, 
ERIK] 
Sent: Mon 4/1/2019 5:04:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

FYI 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message-----
From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 6:41 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Erik, 

Where is the EPA at in responding to the CEI petition? 

Have a good weekend, 
Tom 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: R10BristoIBay[R1 OBristolBay@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, 
ERIK] 
Sent: Mon 4/1/2019 5:03:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen 

FYI 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 553-6382 

-----Original Message-----
From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 1, 2019 7:36 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen 

Erik, 

Why are you ignoring my emails? I have emailed you multiple times in the past couple of weeks. Where 
is the EPA at in responding to the CEI petition? Why is the illegal BBWA and veto still in place when you 
are participating in NEPA and a clean DEIS was just released? This all seems very shady to me. The 
veto needs to be removed immediately. An assessment based on a hypothetical mine is ridiculous and I 
hope you share that sentiment with me. I hope you are well Erik, I am just frustrated that pebble is being 
treated differently than other mines. 

Tom 

Sent from my iPhone 
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To: Baca, Andrew[Baca.Andrew@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 7/31/2019 5:44:19 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

FYI 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:36 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

FYI 

From: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:05 PM ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
To: Courtenay Carty <courtenay@curyungtribe.com>; fwoods@bbna.com; i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

l ________________________________________________________________ Ex_. ___ 6 ___ Pe rs on a I __ Privacy __(_ P_ P) --------------------------------------------------------------J 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst. iohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

ThankyouCourtena½ 
I have forwarded your request to our Regional Administrator, Chris Hladick. I know he is on the road today, but I will get back to 
you as soon as possible about Curyung's request. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tami 

From: Courtenay Carty <courtenay@curyungtribe.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:00 AM 
To: Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; fwoods@bbna.com;!_ ____________ Ex. __ 6 _Personal_ Privacy _(PP) ____________ i 

[ ______________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 6 ___ Pe rs on a I ___ Privacy __ (_P _P) ______________________________________________________________ I 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Gay, Santina <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>; Herbst, John 
<herbst. iohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Thank you Tami for the notification. 

Please consider this email Curyung's formal request for government-to-government consultation with the EPA on this action. It is 
unfortunate that this action was taken without any formal tribal consultation process. 

There is a delegation of Curyung Chiefs, along with myself, here in Anchorage this week for the Pebble EIS Technical Meetings. If at 
all possible, we could be available to meet in person this week and invite those in Dillingham to call-in. Please let us know if this is a 
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possibility. Our best availability would be midday Thursday but we can be flexible to make a meeting happen if that time does not 
work for EPA. 

Quyana, 

Courtenay 

Courtenay Carty 
Tribal Administrator 
Curyung Tribal Council 
PO Box 216 - 715 Seward Street 
Dillingham, AK 99576 
907-842-2384 
907-842-4510 fax 

---------- Original Message ----------

From: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

To: "Fordham, Tami" <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Herbst, John" <herbst.iohn@epa.gov>, "Gay, Santina" <Gay.Santina@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:34 AM 

Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any 

more information about this announcement, please email""-'=-=-:==""'-· 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed 

Determination: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal-

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 

https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Tami 
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EPA Pacific Northwest and Alaska Region 

222 WT Ave. Box 19 

Anchorage. AK 99513 

(907) 271-1484 

epa.gov I epa.gov/regionlO 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as 
a Disposal Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

ED_002890_00112809-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

ED_002890_00112809-00004 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 10/19/2018 11 :28: 14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Andi, 

Please forward to BB email address. 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2018 12:19 PM 
To: Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Erik and Andrew, 

I just wanted to express my frustrations. Thank you for the October 17, 2018 letter. It is my understanding a decision will be made 
with the veto before or on the date of a Final EIS. My frustrations are not directed at either one of you, if anything, they are 
directed at the Obama administration's EPA. I wish you both all the best. 

Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Lindsay, Andrea[Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Fri 10/19/2018 11 :27:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Andi, 

Similar to my last email. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Erik Peterson, NEPA Reviewer 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Thomas Allen [mailto:thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 

Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2018 6:04 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Wheeler, Andrew <wheeler.andrew@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen - Pebble Mine 

Erik and Andrew, 

The only response I ever get refers back to Pruitt's January 2018 decision. I find this odd considering there have been numerous 
Bloomberg reports that the EPA is sharing more information with the opposition. I hope this is not true for the EPA's sake because 

that would be extremely illegal. I stand by the NEPA process and believe that it is sufficient enough to determine whether or not 

permits should be issued. The veto is based on a study that the EPA spent rough $600,000 on. NDM has spent millions on their 

studies. How can the EPA use a veto based on the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment? That Assessment is based on a mine plan 

that isn't even being used and outdated mining techniques. 

I understand the EPA continues to work closely with the NEPA process, so is a lift possible at the Draft EIS? I know in the letter Chris 

commented the EPA could decide by the final EIS, but what about by the draft EIS? I strongly believe the veto should be lifted, not 

just for clarity for investors, but to eliminate EPA overreach. This fits with Trump's agenda and is the right thing to do. Why not let 

the NEPA process decide if we can get permits? Why use a veto when the EPA has already proposed to change their veto authority? 
Why start the lift process to only suspend it? The veto is killing NDM's chances of a partner to just get through the permitting 

process which still may not even be favorable. This all seems very unjust and I would appreciate a better answer than "the January 
2018 decision by Pruitt." He is not the head of the EPA anymore and I'd politely ask for a more straight forward response from Mr. 

Wheeler himself. 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
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Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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Message 

From: Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E 64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
7/17/2019 6:54:46 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Skadowski, Suzanne [Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami [Fordham.Tami@epa.gov] 
FW: Draft withdrawal notice 

<!--[if lte mso 15 II CheckWebRef]--> 

Peterson, Erik a OneDt'ive fot' Business foe you. To vievv it1 click link below, 

~ Withdrawa! of 2Crl4 Proposed Deterrnination_5July2019.docx 

<!--[endif]--> 

FYI 

From: Peterson, Erik 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 

(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 10:47 AM 
To: Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

FYI 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren5teven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@ep;:Lgov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin..John@.?.P+_ggy>; Hough, Palmer <_t)gygh.Palmer@.~J?A,gqy>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@._q?.~!.,ggy_>; Szerlog, 
Michael <5zerlogJv4ichael@lepa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@lepa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 
<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn(wepa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Pdnrnaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<rncgrnth.patricia(wepa.gov> 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 
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All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please l<eep this close hold. 

Many thanks to Ashley who did an excellent job putting together an initial draft to meet Matt's quick deadline. Ashley's 

draft was based on an outline provided by David Fotouhi. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Message 

From: Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E 64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
7/17/2019 5:46:40 PM 

To: Grandinetti, Cami [Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

<!--[if lte mso 15 II CheckWebRef]--> 

Peterson, Erik a OneDt'ive fot' Business foe you, To vievv it1 click link below, 

~ Withdrawa! of 2Crl4 Proposed Deterrnination_5July2019.docx 

<!--[endif]--> 
FYI 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Erik Peterson 
U,S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 

(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 10:24 AM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 

<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) i 
' ' L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 8/15/2019 5:46:41 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal - Federal Register Notice "Action Information Template" 
Action Information Template - Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal.doc 

Thank you both for your review. I've edited consistent with Heidi's input. I agree. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 10:34 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal - Federal Register Notice "Action Information Template" 

Attached is a version with my edits] Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) l 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~ ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
!._ __________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _ De Ii be rative _Process_ (DP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___! 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 7:00 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal - Federal Register Notice "Action Information Template" 

HI Ashley and Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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To: Morgante, Louis J.[morgante.louis@epa.gov]; Washington, Audrey[Washington.Audrey@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Thur 8/15/2019 8:33:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 
Cover Form 8-13-2019.pdf 
Action Information Template - Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal.doc 

Thanks James. The Cover Form and Action Template are attached and in this folder. I'm not sure where the one you are referring to 

it saved. 

G:\Baker\ETPA\Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_1035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_1035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 
Determination Withdrawal Proposal\Withdrawal FR Package 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 1:23 PM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrey@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Erik, 

Audrey has the Typesetting Request form ready. Both the signed Cover Form and the filled out Action Information sheet are not in 
the "Federal Register Submission 8-2019" folder and are needed. 

James 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 10:14 AM 
To: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov>; Washington, Audrey <Washing on.Audrey@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

James and Audrey, 

Thank you both for your help with this. 

I have signed the Cover Form, and, the Action Information Template in the G drive folder is final. 

For next steps, consider this message approval to send things off when you think they are ready. I only need to be made aware 
(cc'd) of your progress with submission and confirmation of publishing. 

Happy to talk about any of this and please let me how else I can help. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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From: Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 9:30 AM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Washington, Audrey <Washing on.Audrey@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Audrey, 

Attached is the partially filled out Typesetting Request that is just lacking the financial information. 

As for the other forms (Cover Form and Action Information Template), Erik has to finish them. Then we are ready to go over the 

Cover Form checklist (my understanding is that Erik wants to be involved with this), I will put the document on the CD_RW disc, 

make three hard copies, and we can then send things off. 

Sincerely, 

James Morgante 

EPA SEE Administrative Specialist 
Regional Administrator's Division (RAD) 
Policy & Environmental Review Branch (PERS) 
1200 6th Avenue 14th Fl. BOS 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-4480 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 4:07 PM 

To: Washington, Audrey <Washing on.Audrey@epa.gov>; Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov> 

Subject: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Hi Audrey and James, 

James has been compiling this FR package and I'm hoping that Audrey (who has experience with publishing FR notices) can help us 

get to the finish line. The materials that James' has been compiling are here. I suggest you two have a phone call or email. 

G:\Baker\ETPA\Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_1035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_1035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 
Determination Withdrawal Proposal\Withdrawal FR Package 

I am still working to get the Action Information Template finalized. Audrey, can you confirm that we need an Action Information 

Template document in this case? 

Thanks to you both and I'm happy to continue helping. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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Current as of 8/25/2017 

Cover Form and Checklist for Federal Register (FR) Document Submissions 
to the Office of Policy (OP) 

Sed.hm l; Tracking infonimdon 

Contact name: Erik Peterson 

Contact phone and email: 206-553-6382; peterson.erik@epa.gov 

Office/Region: Region 10 

Docket# (if applicable): EPA-Rl0-OW-2017-0369 FRL # (if applicable): 

SAN# (if applicable): 
Name of document: 

Notification of Decision to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an 
Area as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska 

Name of File: 

Other Information (alternate contacts, etc.): 

Is this action subject to the Congressional Review Act (CRA)? 
For questions associated with the CRA, consult the attorney assigned to your action, or 

visit http://intranet.epa.gov/actiondp/documents/craguidancel5- l0- l5.pdf. 

2: Req Handling 
You must select either Option 1 or Option 2. 

Yes D 

□ Option 1: No Special Handling is Requested. Select this option if the special handling requests identified in 
Option 2 do not apply to your document. lfyou select this option, OP will submit your document to the OPRfor publication 
without any special requests. 

□ Option 2: Special Handling is Requested. Select this option if one or more of the following apply to your 

document--and select all requests that apply. 

□ We need to SUBMIT to or PUBLISH in FR by or on a SPECIFIC DATE. This document must be 

( choose one) Reason: ( choose one) 

Explain other: 

This request is reserved to satisfy the requirements of court or meet the needs of senior policy officials. The FR 
team may ask for additional documentation. Before you request a modified schedule, please review our timetable at 

I hllp://intranet.epa.gov/adplibrary/adp-milestones/fedreg.htm. I 
□ We need OFR to REVIEW and APPROVE the IBR contained in this rule. 

The relevant IBR memo or letter and materials are attached. 

□ We need to MANAGE the FR publication of multiple FR documents. This document must 

( choose one) ( choose one) the following FR document ( choose one) 

Title: 

Docket# (if applicable): 

FRL (if applicable): Published on (if applicable): 

□ We need OFR to confirm their receipt of this FR document: Select this option ONLY if you need to ask 
OFR to provide a confirmation of receipt in order to document EP A's compliance with a legal requirement to submit the 
document to OFR by a specific date. 

More information about F'R Publication can be found on our website:jhttp://intranet.epa.gov/adplibrary/adp-milestones/feclreg.htm 
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Section 3; Checklist for Dorm:nent and Package ComptmoJts 
Ttze frJllowing section provides formatting requirements for materials included in a submission package. Requirements are based on 
OFR's Document Drafting Handbook. Failure to adhere to these requirements could delay the publication ofyour documenr. 

D 1. EP A's Billing Code is present ( 6560-50-P) on original and each copy, on the first page of each document in the 
upper right comer. 

D 2. The title is concise, does not contain overly specific information, and does not contain legal citations. 

D 3. The SUMMARY section is no longer than one page. 

D 4. The SUMMARY section does not contain legal citations (i.e., CFR citations, FR citations, USC citations, etc.). 

D 5. The DATES section is labeled "DATES" (Not "EFFECTIVE DATES", etc). 

D 6. The Table of Contents, if included, matches the headings in the preamble. 

7. Signature Block - Original Paper Version* 

D a. The signature block contains a legible date. 

ob. The signer's name and title are typed or printed under the signature line. 

D c. (if applicable) "Acting" is added, in front of the title, if a person other than the official holder of that 
title is acting in that capacity. (Note: no "for" is permitted in the signature block) 

D d. Any changes are initialed and dated. (For example, corrections to make the typed or printed name match the 
signature are made by striking through the incorrect name, and initialitng and dating the correction.) 

De. No White-Out or corrective tape is used on the signature page. 

8. Signature Block - Word File* 

D a. The signature page matches items 7a- c above. 

ob. The date is spelled out, with a period at the end. (Example: "February 6, 2014."J 

□ 9. A rewritable CD (CD-R\V) is included with the package. (CD-R or DVD-RW are not acceptable) 

10. The CD-RW contains: 

a. the (1) most recent Word version of document that (2) matches the original, a scanned copy of 

b. the typesetting request form, and 

c. a scanned copy of the (signed) signature page, 

d. Action Information Template for all EPA Federal Register publications, except NPRM, Direct Final and Final stages of 

Full SIP Approvals. 011. The original document is single-sided, and each copy is double-sided. 
ol2. The correct number of copies are included. This number will depend on the type of document you 

are submitting. Seel FR publishing website, !under "Submitting Packages to the FR Team". 

4; Certification and Signature 

I certify that the CD-RW I am submitting as part of this package includes the most recent Word file of 

the document and matches the copies and the original included in this package. 

Peterson, Erik 
Date/Signature of Contact Regarding Submitted Package 

ED_002890_00114471-00002 

Digitally signed by Peterson, Erik 
Date: 2019.08.15 10:04:46 -07'00' 
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Message 

From: Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E 64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 

8/14/2019 11:12:14 PM 

To: 

Subject: 
Washington, Audrey [Washington.Audrey@epa.gov]; Morgante, Louis J. [morgante.louis@epa.gov] 

RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Thank you Audrey, I am getting ORC review now. Will finish soon. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 

Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 

(206) 553-6382 

From: Washington, Audrey <Washington.Audrey@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 4:11 PM 

To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Morgante, Louis J.<morgante.louis@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Yes, it is docu1nent require along with the FR docu1nent. 

b.tt_p,;//intraneLep2.gov/adplibrarv/adp·mi!estones/fedreg,IJ.tm 

From: Peterson, Erik <Peterson,Erik@epa.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 4:07 PM 

To: Washington, Audrey <WashingtonJ\udrey@lepa,gov>; Morgante, Louis J. <morgante.louis@epa.gov> 
Subject: Federal Register Notice - Bristol Bay Proposed Determination Withdrawal 

Hi Audrey and James, 

James has been compiling this FR package and I'm hoping that Audrey (who has experience with publishing FR notices) 

can help us get to the finish line. The materials that James' has been compiling are here. I suggest you two have a phone 

call or email. 

G:\Baker\ETPA \Bristol Bay\Bristol Bay Final Records_1035a\2. 404(c) Official Records_1035a\7.0 404(c)\7.5 Proposed 
Determination Withdrawal Proposal\ Withdrawal FR Package 

I am still working to get the Action Information Template finalized. Audrey, can you confirm that we need an Action 

Information Template document in this case? 

Thanks to you both and I'm happy to continue helping. 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
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1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 

(206) 553-6382 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 8/14/2019 10:59:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal - Federal Register Notice "Action Information Template" 
Action Information Template - Bristol Bay PD Withdrawal.doc 
Action Information Template BB No withdrawaLdocx 

HI Ashley and Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 
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Message 

From: Peterson, Erik [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =OE CBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E 64-PETERSO N, ERIK] 
7/10/2019 4:41:11 PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
RE: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Hi Heidi and Ashley, 

Thank you for the drafting this and including an opportunity for me to provide input. 

My comments are all food for thought in nature. If they help inform an edit, ok. If they don't seem helpful to either of 

you, then fine to simply delete. No need from my end to discuss with me, or, unless you want to, to get others input on 

them. 

Cheers and thanks again for your thoughtful consideration of this effort and of my own and others' feedback. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 

Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2019 10:24 AM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; laCroix, Matthew 

<laCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Peterson, Erik[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0ECBA 75A9F9448D3980A693951129E64-PETERSON, ERIK] 
Sent: Wed 8/14/2019 7:09:20 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

From: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 11:54 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 

! _________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De I i be rat i_v e _ P r o_ce s s __ (_ D P) ----------------------------------------------·-·! 
From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 11:06 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 

Please handle as appropriate. 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
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General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Andy Wink <andy@bbrsda.com> 

Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2019 3:06 PM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hladick, Christopher <hladick.christopher@epa.gov>; Ross, David 

Subject: Objection to Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for Bristol Bay 

Dear Mr. Leopold, 

The BBRSDA represents commercial fishermen who work in Bristol Bay, Alaska. We respectfully object to the EPA's decision to 
withdraw the Proposed Determination (PD) for protections of Bristol Bay waters under 404(c) authority. As our organization 

submitted comments regarding the PD, we are afforded an opportunity to respond to the withdrawal decision as a matter of public 

record. Please file the attached letter and this email correspondence as necessary. 

Kindest regards, 

Andy Wink 

Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association 
P.O. Box 6386 I Sitka, AK 99835 
Direct: 907.677.2374 I Main: 907.677.2371 
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To: Schwab, Justin[Schwab.Justin@epa.gov] 
From: Sheppard, Tracy[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=63186A03F8E1401 SBA94B59C699363FC-SHEPPARD, TRACY] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 3:35:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FYI: EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Justin, 
Here's a summary of the Bristol Bay RFC discussion from WLO's reg review yesterday. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 

.. {202) __ 564-1305 __ ?ffice 
l. Ex._s_ Personal Privacy_(PP) __ _inobile 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 9:39 AM 
To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterdayi Ex. 5 AC/DP i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.J...~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~..i._. __________ _ 

Ex. SAC/DP 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
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wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 

Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 

from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 

brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th
• We will provide further updates once that 

meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner

Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 
report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 
Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 
Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 

participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 

any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
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BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: 
From: 

Schwab, Justin[Schwab.Justin@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Opalski, 
Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 10:06:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 
Draft - Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 11 July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Here is the draft that went to Matt. Chris - I let OGC know about the comments we just discussed this afternoon. They aren't 
incorporated yet. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 11, 2019 at 2:04:47 PM PDT 
To: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>, "Mutz, John (Fletcher)" <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven c e a. ov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, 
"Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, "Castanon, Lisa" 
<Castanon. Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit 
Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

ED_002890_00127733-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Szerlog, 
Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; LaCroix, Matthew[LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov]; 
Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 7/10/2019 4:53:46 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Thanks so much for putting in the time to get this done on such a tight schedule. I like the factual tone and seems like it 
includes the points David F said he and Matt wanted. I don't have any comments. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 9, 2019, at 3:54 PM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Great job, Heidi and Ashley. My few comments incorporated. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 1:24 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew 
<LaCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon 
tomorrow. We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by 
COB on Thursday. Please keep this close hold . 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 

l-------------~-~-:--~--~-~-~-~~~~~!-~~~--~-~~!?-~-~~ __ (!?~l ____________ l 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Thur 7/25/2019 4:41 :46 AM (UTC) 

Subject: Re: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

I don't have any additional comments. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 4:43 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Nalven, Heidi has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

<image0000 1. png> Withdraw al of 2014 Pro posed Determination_ 18J u ly2019.doc:x 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Thanks for your patience and review, 
Heidi 
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To: Hladick, Christopher[hladick.christopher@epa.gov] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 4:29:36 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice- word version 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

This is close hold and was also sent to the Regional team for review and comment. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 24, 2019 at 4:53:50 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Subject: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice- word version 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Wed 7/24/2019 11 :50:20 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Re: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

Thanks Heidi. I can review tonight if it's possible to send me a Word version. I'm not in the office at the moment and don't 
have access to Sharepoint. Otherwise I'll do it in the morning. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 4:43 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Nalven, Heidi has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

<image0000 1. png> Withdraw al of 2014 Pro posed Determination_ 18J u ly2019.doc:x 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks for your patience and review, 
Heidi 
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To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 

Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak. Robert@epa.gov] 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Wed 7/24/2019 4:31 :30 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Re: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Leaving now for several back to back meetings so go ahead. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 9:29 AM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert c e 

Thanks for the info Allyn, this is helpful. I can respond on the other e-mail chain to this effect, unless you would prefer 
to. 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 12:25 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

There is a deadline on Friday for EPA to make a decision about the 404(b) letter (part of the 404q process). This 
decision has not been shared with the team so the Region hasn't prepared any communication materials. 

The materials forwarded from Suzanne are for the PD withdrawal. Not sure what the timing is on that. I'm guessing 
next week. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 24, 2019, at 8:16 AM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

On a separate chain, Marianne Holsman is saying that there is a 404q deadline on Friday. Are these 
materials for that? 

I think the Friday DDL is why Nancy Grantham in OPA is asking for materials. 

I will add all of you to that other chain. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 24, 2019, at 10:55 AM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

That call didn't happen so the Region has been waiting. Rob - do you want to forward the 
materials to Nancy and coordinate with her? The Region has not been told about the 
timing of the announcement so isn't aware of when it's happening and hasn't updated the 
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materials. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 24, 2019, at 6:26 AM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Rob - This is all I am aware of. I never reviewed it and I don't know if it's the 

latest version. Last I heard David was going to call Allyn about com ms plans 

but I don't know if that took place. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 3:02 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Importance: High 

Good Afternoon -

Our draft talking points for Matt are attached. 

Please let me know if you have any changes before you/we send a long to 

Matt. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C:! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2.docx> 
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To: wallenstern@gmail.com[wallenstern@gmail.com] 
From: Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 2:43:30 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: comments on draft withdrawal notice 
sn comments on als comments Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov> 
Date: July 23, 2019 at 6:30:33 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: comments on draft withdrawal notice 

Thanks Alllyn. I have provided my thoughts on the comments attached. 

Heidi L_ ____________________________________________________________________________ Ex. _ 5 __ De Ii berative _Process _( D_P) ______________________________________________________________________________ ] 
·-·-·-·-·'"·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·..,._-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·----·-·-·----·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ... ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-•-"-•-·-•-"-• ... ·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·'"·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·'-•-·-·----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J----·-·--·~---•-"-• ... ·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 6:09 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: comments on draft withdrawal notice 
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Between Steve's comments and our conversation today, I think we've discussed my concerns. I just have 
three suggestions highlighted in this draft - you may now be beyond this draft, but thought I would send 
anyways. They start on page 10. 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 6:28 AM 

To: Nalven, Heidi '!...!.:"-'--"-'=-'--'-"'-=~==:.:c..· 

Cc: Stern, Allyn -==..,_"-'--""--'-'-,s;,;;_==~

Subject: comments on draft withdrawal notice 

Here are my comments. Thanks for the fabulous and hard work. Talk to you at 1. 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; McGrath, Patricia[mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov] 
From: /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYD I BOH F23SPDL T)/CN= REC I Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6F SDF08D4E9ABBFF2C088040777 5-STERN, 
ALL YN[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Wed 7/17/2019 9:56:41 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 
Draft - Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 11 July2019.docx 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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To: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
From: L--·5-rem;-AlJYTT[!O=-EXGrfA"NGE[A13S/UU=EJl.:CAANGc-ADM IN I STRA TIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 2:43:31 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: comments on draft withdrawal notice 
sn comments on als comments Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov> 
Date: July 23, 2019 at 6:30:33 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: comments on draft withdrawal notice 

Thanks Alllyn. I have provided my thoughts on the comments attached. 

__ Heidi -L___·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 _ De Ii be rative _Process_ (DP)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- : 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 6:09 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: comments on draft withdrawal notice 
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Between Steve's comments and our conversation today, I think we've discussed my concerns. I just have 
three suggestions highlighted in this draft - you may now be beyond this draft, but thought I would send 
anyways. They start on page 10. 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 6:28 AM 

To: Nalven, Heidi '!...!.:"-'--"-'=-'--'-"'-=~==:.:c..· 

Cc: Stern, Allyn -==..,_"-'--""--'-'-,s;,;;_==~

Subject: comments on draft withdrawal notice 

Here are my comments. Thanks for the fabulous and hard work. Talk to you at 1. 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 
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To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 

Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
Stern.Allyn@epa.gov[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Tue 7/30/2019 4:07:01 AM (UTC) 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I agree with Dan on these comments. As of today, we revised the notice and Dan's comments are more consistent with the 
rev1s1ons. 

i Allyn· Stern ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. __ 5 _ De Ii be rative __ P roces_s _ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:58 PM, Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:31 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

What Suzanne put together looks pretty good to mei ______________ Ex. _ 5 __ Delibe_rati_ve __ Process _(DP) ______________ i 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
I-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•! 

MO bi I e! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

I thought they asked us for a script or maybe I heard that wrong. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:05 PM, Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a 
"script"or for a transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 
<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx> 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov]; Szerlog, Michael[Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan 
K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 6:16:37 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 pm.docx 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-rda pm.docx 

Hi All-
Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 
Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q: 206-553-2160 (;l_Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP).! 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
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Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

1 am okay with these talking points. i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· '-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.-:.·.~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-~·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 

Heidi 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, 
Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa[Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: McGrath, Patricia[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=BSA069B6877F4EB985D83829C51 EA4FA-MCGRATH, PA] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 5:28:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review! ] 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw DRAFT Comms Plan 7-18 pm.docx 

Hi Suzanne-
A few edits to the contact list in the communications plan, attached. There are new folks at DNR. 
I will send you any comments on the talking points shortly. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 
Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 
yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 d Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)! 

Follow us on Twitter7 @>EP/1.northwest ' 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 

To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

I am okay with these talking points. i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-'••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••r·-·• 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Press[Press@epa.gov] 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Abboud, Michael[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B6FSAF791 A 1842F1 ADCC088CBF9ED3CE-ABBOUD, MIC] 
Sent: Wed 7/31/2019 6:38:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Proposed Determination -- Crosscut, deadline COB 

Will handle. Is the press release posted in RlO's press room? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 2:36 PM 
To: Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: MEDIA INQUIRY: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Proposed Determination -- Crosscut, deadline COB 

HQ-You're handling all inquiries, yes? Thanks. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nort;b.ws:s.t.::.5..mttfs: _______ _ 
0: 206-553-2160 C: j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) I 
Follow us on Twitter!'@>EP/,northwest · 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Weinberger, Hannah <hannah.weinberger@crosscutcom> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 11:23 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Press <Press@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Hi, Suzanne and colleagues, 

Thanks so much for sending this along. I'm writing an article for which I have an End of Day deadline. I'm wondering if: 

1. Administrator Hladick would be willing to share what prompted him to retract his region's proposed determination, 
when that retraction wasn't mandated? 

2. Would exercising 404(c) despite having another option (to have USACE and EPA headquarters take the reins of the 
situation, instead of leaving the issue to regional offices), leave the 404(c) powers vulnerable? 

3. Is this accurate: In the memo from Leopold regarding the 404( q), it looks like there was a feeling that Region IO didn't 
need to exercise its use of 404( c) when there may be other ways to align the interests of US ACE and EPA, especially in a 
way that expedited the process ( 404( q))? Referencing: 

"EPA has carefully considered the positions articulated in 2014 Proposed Determination and the 2017 and 2018 notices in light 
of the developments since they were published. First, the Corps' DEIS includes significant project-specific information that 
was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary 
conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary conclusions in EPA's 2014 Proposed Determination. Second, 
there are other processes available now, including the 404(q) MOA process, for EPA to resolve any issues with the Corps as 
the record develops. EPA believes these processes should be exhausted prior to EPA deciding, based upon all information 
that has and will be further developed, to use its Section 404(c) authority. The issues relating to the development of the record 
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align with EPA's original, July 2017 rationale for withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination. For these reasons, Region 10 
has now concluded that it is more appropriate to use well-established mechanisms to raise project-specific issues as the 
record develops during the permitting process and consider the full record before potential future This document is a 
prepublication version, signed by EPA Region 10 Regional Administrator Chris Hladick on July 30, 2019. We have taken steps 
to ensure the accuracy of this version, but it is not the official version. 15 decision-making on this matter, instead of 
maintaining a Section 404(c) process that is now five years old and does not account for the voluminous information provided 
in the permitting process." 

4. What role would Region 10 play in the Pebble Mine permit process regulation if the 404(q) process DOES elevate the 
matter to HQ? (I.e., who would end up exercising 404(c) authority if matters came to that: Region 10, or 
HQ?) Referencing: 

"By initiating the 404( q) MOA process, EPA Region 10 is following an avenue to work with the Corps Alaska District 
throughout the permitting process to resolve concerns. If unresolved, EPA Region 10 can elevate to EPA Headquarters, 
which can decide whether to engage with the Department of the Army. IfEPA proceeds through this process and its 
concerns remain outstanding when the Corps is ready to issue the permit, the MOA specifically contemplates that EPA will 
have an opportunity to consider exercising its Section 404( c) authority at that time. If EPA believes that these processes 
are not addressing its concerns, EPA retains the discretion and the authority to decide to use its Section 404( c) authority 
"whenever" it determines, in its discretion, that the statutory standard for exercising this authority has been met, including 
at the end of 404( q) MOA process, by This document is a prepublication version, signed by EPA Region 10 Regional 
Administrator Chris Hladick on July 30, 2019. We have taken steps to ensure the accuracy of this version, but it is not the 
official version. 24 initiating a new Section 404(c) process that is informed by the entirety of the facts and the Corps' 
decision-making known to the Agency at that time." 

Hannah Weinberger I Science & Environment Staff Writer, Crosscut.com 
Phone: (206) 443-6698 I Signal: Upon request I Twitter: @weinbergrrrrr 

KCTS 9 I Crosscut I Hive Media lab I A part of Cascade Public Media 
401 Mercer Street 
Seattle, WA 98109 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:20 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any more information 
about this announcement, please email press@epa.gov. 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal-site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Suzanne 
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Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific North..'!Y.?.~t:§?.gJ_tl?_ _____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C: ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter!' @!EP/1.northwest · 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: EPA Press Office 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 

Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

lJS. Environmental Protection Agency 

·1200 Pennsylvania Avenue I\Jortllwest 

'Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Grantham, Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:06:31 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Docs are now live on line, here are the direct links: 

https ://www .e pa .gov /bristol bay/ notification-decision-withd raw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-a rea-d isposa I-site 

https ://www .e pa .gov /bristol bay/ epas-com me nts-us-a rmy-corps-e ngi nee rs-d raft-section-404-pe rm it 

Bristol Bay homepage is still replicating, so the updates are not showing up there yet. But the links above go directly to the FRN and 
the letters. We will add the HQ news release to the webpage after it's out. 

From: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:05 AM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Chris is in the car making his notification calls now right now). Will try to reach him, but it may not be until 10:30. 

Follow on Twitter I ~~~~~ 
Like on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:55 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 
Importance: High 

Any update on the quote? We need to be ready for 2 p.m. est thanks ng 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:11 PM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan -~==='-'--'-"---===..=..· Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mcfaul.iessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Importance: High 

Thank you Michael. Adding our team here. We will share with Chris asap. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C.j_ Ex. 6_Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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From: Abboud, Michael 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:08 AM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 

<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mcfaul.iessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

r5-~.f.9.DI!~ this is! ______________________________________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ D_e_l i be ra ti v e __ P_ ro ce s s __ ( D P) _____________________________________________________________________ ! 
! E, 5Del,t>ecanv.Pmcess(DPI j 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

From: EPA Press Office 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:07 PM 
To: Abboud, Michael 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

IZGI 
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U.S. Environmeirrtal Protection Agency 

'1200 Pennsylvania /> .. venue t✓ orthwest 

Washington, D.C. ::?0004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley(/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI PIENTS/CN=51778D942F2741 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 5:25: 10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

; ' 
j ! 
' ' i i 
i i 
i j 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
! ! 
' ' i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 

i Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 
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' ' i..--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:14 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 
Importance: High 

Please review. 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter! 
-"----·---- -·-- - --- - -·--

Like us on Facebook! @eporegt_onlO 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:11 AM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 
Importance: High 

Thank you Michael. Adding our team here. We will share with Chris asap. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor(b"'"a.e-t_,_,c.,"'±.tfo.._.1 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Foflow us on Twitterh@EPAnorthwes(' 

Like us on Facebook! @eQareg_ion.10 

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:08 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mdaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.cor y@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Suzanne this i~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
l ; 1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--' 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
!, _____________________________ i 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:07 PM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to 

Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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lJS. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue t~orthwest 

Washington, D.C 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 5: 13:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

Please review. 

Marianne 

Follow us on Twitter! @EPAnorthL.,,t~t 
Like us on Facebook! @eeare9ion10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:11 AM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 
Importance: High 

Thank you Michael. Adding our team here. We will share with Chris asap. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle.~ 
Q; 206-553-2160 e:! E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/ (!iJEPAnorLhwest: 
Like us on Facebook! @epareg1on1Q 

From: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:08 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Beach, Christopher 
<beach.christopher@epa.gov>; McFaul, Jessica <mcfaul.jessica@epa.gov>; Schiermeyer, Corry <schiermeyer.corry@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site - Preview 

,· su.za n ne _this }t_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. _,s. De Ii berative. Process_ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·..J 
j Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) j 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 12:07 PM 
To: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 

i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i i 
i i 
i i 
j ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ j 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

ED_002890_00138464-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

U.S. EnvironIr1ental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D. C. ;200Qtl 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Opalski, 
Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; 
Detwiler, Susan K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: Fordham, Tami[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=34 7C9FF04ED340568194C316FD0SFA 18-FORDHAM, TAM I] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 4:29:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points -- updated 7/30 -- new update 

Patty, Molly, Matt, and I believe one other person are attending Pebble EIS meetings this week, I believe starting today. Has 
anyone been in touch with Patty? 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:59 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points -- updated 7 /30 -- new update 
Importance: High 

Updated TPs with info on 90-day 404q letter extension. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:34 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points -- updated 7 /30 

Updated TPs attached per Dan's comments (updates in red). 

Katherine Willey, OGC, said on the call yesterday that HQ was editing our TPs and would be sending them back. I have not seen 
anything from them yet. Also have not seen their draft press release. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest.-. Seattle ___ _ 

0." 206-553-2160 C: i E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP): 

Follow us on Twitter 1L1;:1,r::Fn-r;r;rar,;rr·r,,·c! 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:01 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I'll update the TPs per your comments and send back shortly. The original TPs I prepared based on the draft FRN from Allyn 2 weeks 

ago, reviewed and approved by RlO team. Expected HQ to revise FRN and need to update TPs. Will send to you soon. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex. 6 Pe,sonal P,ivacy(PP) i 
Follow us on Twitter/ @!EP/1.northwest ' 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
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Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 9:08 PM 

To: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I agree with Dan on these comments. As of today, we revised the notice and Dan's comments are more consistent with the 

revisions. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:58 PM, Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Holsman, Marianne 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:31 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

What Suzanne put together looks pretty good to me. But we don't have the nuance, esp. around the "q" process. 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
MO bi I e! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

j_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

I thought they asked us for a script or maybe I heard that wrong. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:05 PM, Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a 
"script"or for a transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 

<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx> 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; 
Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov]; Fordham, Tami[Fordham.Tami@epa.gov]; Detwiler, Susan 
K.[detwiler.susan@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 3:59:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points -- updated 7/30 -- new update 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points 7-30-19 v4 update.docx 

Updated TPs with info on 90-day 404q letter extension. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:34 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points -- updated 7 /30 

Updated TPs attached per Dan's comments (updates in red). 

Katherine Willey, OGC, said on the call yesterday that HQ was editing our TPs and would be sending them back. I have not seen 
anything from them yet. Also have not seen their draft press release. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific NorffJ.'(:lgJ:__5_e_a_t!f_e ______ ~ 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/ @!EP/1.northwest ' 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:01 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I'll update the TPs per your comments and send back shortly. The original TPs I prepared based on the draft FRN from Allyn 2 weeks 
ago, reviewed and approved by RlO team. Expected HQ to revise FRN and need to update TPs. Will send to you soon. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor;.tf:LW.?.::!t:.5.?.f!J.t!f. ___________ _ 

0: 206-553-2160 C.1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter i·-@1EPiYFii'iPflf1iJf:st·-·-·-·1 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 9:08 PM 
To: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I agree with Dan on these comments. As of today, we revised the notice and Dan's comments are more consistent with the 
revisions. 

Allyn Stern 
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Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:58 PM, Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Holsman, Marianne 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:31 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

What Suzanne put together looks pretty good to meL_ ________________ Ex._ 5_ Deliberative_ Process _(D_P) ________________ ___i 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
MO bi I e ~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

I thought they asked us for a script or maybe I heard that wrong. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:05 PM, Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a 
"script"or for a transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 

<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx> 
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To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Skadowski, 
Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 3:09:47 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points 7-30-19 v3 ACP.docx 

Hi Marianne -

I reviewed the updated version based on Dan's edits. My suggestions are attached. 

Best, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 7:40 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

Hi Ashley. We are trying to develop some basic language Chris can use for his calls and that we can also use for email transmittals 
and maybe introductory web language. 

Suzanne put together the attached. Can you help us make sure it is consistent with current language/messaging? Would need that 
assurance as early as possible tomorrow. 

Thanks!! 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 

Mobile:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Holsman, Marianne" 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 3:33:04 PM PDT 
To: "Canino, Joyce Lynn T." 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

Hi Joyce. Can you please print this document out for Chris? These talking points may be helpful for his calls. 

Thanks! 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Mobi I el_ Ex. 6 Personal.Privacy (PP)_ i 
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Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Date: July 29, 2019 at 3:05:04 PM PDT 

To: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, 

"Opalski, Dan" <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a "script"or for a 

transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 
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Message 

From: Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Sent: 7/30/2019 2:50:28 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
Subject: RE: Clean, Formatted Version 
Attachments: Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_73019.docx 

This version removes the "Region 10" and just says EPA. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 7:10 AM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Clean, Formatted Version 

Maybe that's something we can fix before putting it in the Federal Register. Is that possible? 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 30, 2019, at 7:01 AM, Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> wrote: 

Just noticing that we are saying Region 10 did the BBWA. Throughout the BBWA, and when we took 

comments, we made it clear that it was being done by R10, ORD, EPA HQ. I think it is even on cover of 

BBWA. 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 9:57 AM 

To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@.epa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Clean, Formatted Version 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@Depa.gov 

Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Palomaki, Ashley" <PalornakLAshley@epa.gov> 

Date: July 29, 2019 at 4:39:35 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern,J\llyn@epa,gov> 

Subject: Clean, Formatted Version 

Hi Allyn-

Assuming we get the green light from Matt, a clean, formatted version is attached. This 

just needs to be printed single-sided for Chris to sign. He needs to physically write in the 

date on the last page and sign. 

We can't put this signed version on the web. Once we have the green light, I'll put 

together a pre-pub web version. 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 

Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; 
Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 1 :34:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points -- updated 7/30 
Bristol Bay PD Withdraw Talking Points 7-30-19 v3.docx 

Updated TPs attached per Dan's comments (updates in red). 

Katherine Willey, OGC, said on the call yesterday that HQ was editing our TPs and would be sending them back. I have not seen 
anything from them yet. Also have not seen their draft press release. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C.j_ Ex. S_Personal Privacy (PP)_: 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:01 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 
Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I'll update the TPs per your comments and send back shortly. The original TPs I prepared based on the draft FRN from Allyn 2 weeks 

ago, reviewed and approved by RlO team. Expected HQ to revise FRN and need to update TPs. Will send to you soon. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 c:i Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter/ @!EP/,northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 9:08 PM 
To: Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I agree with Dan on these comments. As of today, we revised the notice and Dan's comments are more consistent with the 
revisions. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:58 PM, Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> wrote: 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

---------------------------------·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:31 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

What Suzanne put together looks pretty good to me.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
MobileJ Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

I thought they asked us for a script or maybe I heard that wrong. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:05 PM, Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a 

"script"or for a transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 

<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx> 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Cc: Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Skadowski, 
Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 2:39:37 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 
Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 
ATT00001.htm 

Hi Ashley. We are trying to develop some basic language Chris can use for his calls and that we can also use for email 
transmittals and maybe introductory web language. 
Suzanne put together the attached. Can you help us make sure it is consistent with current language/messaging? Would need 
that assurance as early as possible tomorrow. 

Thanks!! 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
0 

j I 

Mobile] Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne c e a. ov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 3:33:04 PM PDT 
To: "Canino, Joyce Lynn T." <canino." o ce-1 nn c: e a. ov> 
Subject: Fwd: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

Hi Joyce. Can you please print this document out for Chris? These talking points may be helpful for his calls. 
Thanks! 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
. ! 

Mobile~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L-----------------• 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne c e a. ov> 
Date: July 29, 2019 at 3:05:04 PM PDT 
To: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne e a. ov>, "Stern, Allyn" 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Opalski, Dan" <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a "script"or for a 
transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 
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To: Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 2:12:59 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

Thinking Suzanne likely pulled the language from already existing material. Will check tomorrow. 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
Mobilei Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

' ' i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:58 PM, Opalski, Dan <Opalski.Dan@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:31 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

What Suzanne put together looks pretty good to me! ____________ Ex._ 5 _ De Ii be rative __ Process __ (DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
Mobile:! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 

i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

I thought they asked us for a script or maybe I heard that wrong. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:05 PM, Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a 
"script"or for a transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 
<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx> 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
6/26/2019 5:48:48 PM 
Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 

Subject: FW: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Were you all informed this morning? We found our just a few hours ago. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:48 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, 

Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.ep;;Lgov /wetlands 
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Message 

From: Palomaki, Ashley [Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
Sent: 7/29/2019 11:39:35 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Subject: Clean, Formatted Version 
Attachments: Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_clean_formatted.docx 

Hi Allyn -

Assuming we get the green light from Matt, a clean, formatted version is attached. This just needs to be printed single

sided for Chris to sign. He needs to physically write in the date on the last page and sign. 

We can't put this signed version on the web. Once we have the green light, I'll put together a pre-pub web version. 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 

206-553-8582 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Opalski, Dan[Opalski.Dan@epa.gov] 
From: Holsman, Marianne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=332EESED102F4F65841285A4C06EA8B2-HOLSMAN, MARIANNE] 
Sent: Mon 7/29/2019 10:42:00 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx 

I sent the attachment to Nancy G. and Andrea D., both were on the call from OPA at noon today. 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
Mobile:[ Ex. 6 Personal.Privacy (PP)J 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

I thought they asked us for a script or maybe I heard that wrong. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 3:05 PM, Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne c e 

Here are some draft talking points that Suzanne drafted. We can work on these as a "script"or for a 
transmittal. Or, did HQ say they were going to give us something to use? 

<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2 (002).docx> 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, 
Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; 
Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, 
Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 7: 11 :53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Tracy (our CCILO expert on RFC) and I have reviewed and it is OK with us. 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 11:45 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Allyn, 

Including everyone for awareness. 

_An_ updated_ draft of the_ b_ri efi ng _paper is _attached t"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Ex.·. 5 pe_l i berative"" Process J_D P )_"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""J ______ _ 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
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<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 

Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Thanks Carri~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 

i , Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) !. 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterda) Ex. 5 AC/DP j 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J,,, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. _._ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
' . 
' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
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<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 

<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 

response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 
email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 

28th
• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 
Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 

Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 

I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 
regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 
context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
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To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The_ proposed _review sch e d u I e. is_: ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
! i 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
! i 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Attached please find the following materials: 
• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 

Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 3:02:53 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

You raise a very legitimate question. I think matts issue was more about who signs a letter. Carrie - maybe you can check in 
with David tomorrow to get clarity on that or Allyn you could send him a note. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On May 23, 2019, at 10:42 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Looking forward to hearing about it and wondering why we can't brief the RA. Seems like he would be 
interested in all things Pebble - even if it is just informational to keep him in the loop. 
Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

_.Allyn. and joh_n_ -L___·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex._ 5 _Del_iberative Process (DP)-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_.:. __________ _ 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

: Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) put of the office tomorrow. Thanks. 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, 
Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 
<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's 
BBWA/Pebble mine 
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Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the 

draft response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document 

(attached to this email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is 

scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th
• We will provide further updates once that meeting has 

occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson

Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 

<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the 

Bristol Bay Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. 

Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide 

additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently 

entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more 

descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and context of the 

meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, 

Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 

Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
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<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 
<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's 

BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the 

Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment 
(BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of 

securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review 

in your respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set 
up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve 

will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can 

get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 

<RIO ORA Briefing Paper Template_Bristol Bay_05232019.docx> 
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Message 

From: Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 

Sent: 7/23/2019 1:28:15 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
CC: Stern, Allyn [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Subject: comments on draft withdrawal notice 
Attachments: sn comments Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_18July2019.docx 

Here are my comments. Thanks for the fabulous and hard work. Talk to you at 1. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :53:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice- word version 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 
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To: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; Risley, 
David[Risley.David@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stachowiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2710013BD33A44AB823C8E6D9B94275A-RST ACHOW] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 3:18:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Adding in OGC folks and Allyn so they can follow/weigh in. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 10:49 AM, Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne c e 

There is a CWA 404q "b" letter deadline on Friday. Separate from the 404c action. 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
' ' Mobile:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
j_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors . 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Thanks.[__ Ex. _s Deliberative_Process (DP)_} 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 10:20 AM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; 
Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Here's what Suzanne circulated last week. 

Thank you. 

Marianne Holsman 
I-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•! 

Mobile:! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse impolite brevity, typos and other embarrassing errors. 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Date: July 18, 2019 at 2:17:10 PM PDT 
To: "Holsman, Marianne" <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Per instructions from Allyn and David, here is what I sent to OGC folks. I only sent OGC the 
talking pts, not the com ms plan. 

Feel free to share with OW, OPA, whoever. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

ED_002890_00139558-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 12:02 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; 

McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Importance: High 

Good Afternoon -

Our draft talking points for Matt are attached. 

Please let me know if you have any changes before you/we send a long to Matt. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor;tbY.<Le;.tc_S.e.a.tde. 
Q• 206-553-2160 c•! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) i ' 'j __________________________ • 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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To: Willey, Katharine[willey.katharine@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Stachowiak, 
Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Grantham, Nancy[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=12A3C2ED7158417FB0BB1 B1 B72A8CFB0-GRANTHAM, NANCY] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 3:12:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

Thanks 

From: Willey, Katharine 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 11:10 AM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert 
<Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

' ' i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 10:32 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine 
<willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

Thanks .. we are just trying to decipher so we can anticipate inquiries, etc thank ng 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 10:13 AM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine 
<willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

Nancy- I'm adding Katherine as I think she would be your point of contact in OGC FO for com ms on this. Katherine - do I have that 

right? thanks 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Grantham, Nancy 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 10:08 AM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

What is Monday's announcement? Thanks ng 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 9:11 AM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

Hi Nancy-

____ Here_'s. my _understanding, __ based _ on _a __ conversatio_n_ with __ Mariann_e __ Holsman _and. Heidi. Nalven. (lead _atty_ in _OGC/WLO) __ last. night __________ _ 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

WLO has been working directly with Matt, David and Katherine Willey on this. From the Region 10 side, my understanding is that 
Allyn Stern (R10 Regional Counsel) is helping coordinate. 

CC Allyn and WLO folks here for awareness/in case they want to add. 

Hope this helps. 

-R 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Grantham, Nancy 

Sent: Friday, July 26, 2019 7:37 AM 

To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 4:13 PM 

To: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Holsman, 
Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy 
<Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 1:12 PM 

To: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Holsman, 

Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy 

<Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami <Fordham.Tami@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine -- draft communications plan 

Hi Katherine, 

Allyn Stern asked me to send you our draft communications plan for Bristol Bay/ Pebble Mine upcoming actions - it's attached. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you! 
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Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific No~t/J.W..C:§L~_$_r;:_q_tJlc: ____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C-L_Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PPJ_ ! 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Willey, Katharine[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B62280CA8B184930814F27E4904CD17B-WILLEY, KAT] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 8:10:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Thank you! 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 4:10 PM 
To: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

It's coming right now from Suzanne Skadowski. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 25, 2019, at 1:08 PM, Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> wrote: 

Did you have a copy of the regional ad min com ms plan? Thanks. 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 3:23 PM 
To: Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Date: July 18, 2019 at 12:02:23 PM PDT 
To: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, 
"Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Castanon, Lisa" 
<Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Good Afternoon -

Our draft talking points for Matt are attached. 

Please let me know if you have any changes before you/we send a long to Matt. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

ED_002890_00139837-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Nor;.tbw.esL_S.e.a.ttle._,_,_,. 
0: 206-553-2160 C:i_ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy WP) .i 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 5:26:06 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Latest working draft of withdrawal notice for 3pm/noon meeting 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 

Attached is the latest working draft of the withdrawal notice for our discussion. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

ED_002890_00139882-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Fri 7/19/2019 6:26:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: For your review: draft outline for revised withdrawal notice 
Draft - revised outline of withdrawal notice 7.17.19.docx 

Steve -i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 

le::::::: 
0 

::: Ex .. · 5 ·oe Ii be rat ive: P roces:c·~ ~tberalive P'J1°::; u1::~ .. for the three of us to talk on Monday .................... f . 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 8:53 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For your review: draft outline for revised withdrawal notice 

DELIBERATIVE 

Thanks for this, Heidi; it's in good shape. Please find my suggestions tracked in the attached. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 
fotouhi.david@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 5:37 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review: draft outline for revised withdrawal notice 

David/Steve -Attached is a draft outline for the revised withdrawal notice based on Matt's feedback yesterday. Once I hear from 
you, I will start redrafting. In the meantime,! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 2/20/2019 10:36: 10 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 
RFC 19001 interim 1 021319.pdf 

Just FYI on status of IQA challenge: deadline has been extended to 6/21/19. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 2:13 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Folks 

Attached is the 2-13-19 interim response that OEI sent to CEI regarding its RFC. OEl's letter indicates that the RFC is under review 

and EPA expects to provide CEI "a response to the RFC or another status update within 90 business days, June 21 2019." 

-Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 6:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 
submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major take-aways from today's meeting include: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 

vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 

Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 

Cc: Sandra Connors ,=..:==.:.===.:....=--==~=-, 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 

Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

Call-in number! ] 1 Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Conference ID:[_ ________________________________ ! 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
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Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6F5DF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Thur 7/18/2019 6:48:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan + talking points -- please review! ] 

You're so good at your job! These look ready to me. 

Allyn L. Stern 
Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:44 AM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Andrea <Lindsay.Andrea@epa.gov>; 
Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [com ms plan+ talking points -- please review!] 

Updated drafts attached, I'd like to share with HQ soon. 

Thank you for the reviews! 

From: McGrath, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K. 
<detwiler.susan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Hi All-

Attached are my edits on top of Davids. Also ccing Michael S. and Sue D. 
Patty 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 10:24 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Suzanne - nice job under the circumstance. My thoughts attached. 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 
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From: Skadowski, Suzanne 

Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 9:48 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice [ talking points -- please review!] 

Importance: High 

Good Morning! 

Draft talking points attached for your review and edits. We'll need to get this to HQ pretty soon I'd expect. 

Also just FYI, attached is a draft communications/notifications rollout plan. A brief summary of this plan was provided to Chris 

yesterday (he added several people to his call list) 

Thanks! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest-_Seattle ·-·-·-
0: 206-553-2160 e:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:52 PM 
To: McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 

Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. ·-5·-· De I i be rat iv e -· P .r o.c es s._. ( D P) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: McGrath, Patricia 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 4:51 PM 

To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

_,I' am 'okay with these ta.I king' points,- .l::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·Ex.:: s_:Del i:berative: P.rocess: (DP):::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Patty 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2019 3:20 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Suzanne - I think this is the most recent although there are going to be additional revisions to enhance certain arguments. 
From our call today and other discussions, here are some suggestions to get the talking points started - Patty/David please 
feel free to add or edit. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Allyn L. Stern 

Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-1223 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 2:05 PM 

To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Thur 7/25/2019 4:41 :47 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

I don't have any additional comments. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 4:43 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Nalven, Heidi has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

<image0000 1. png> Withdraw al of 2014 Pro posed Determination_ 18J u ly2019.doc:x 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks for your patience and review, 
Heidi 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :50:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

Thanks Heidi. I can review tonight if it's possible to send me a Word version. I'm not in the office at the moment and don't 
have access to Sharepoint. Otherwise I'll do it in the morning. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 4:43 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Nalven, Heidi has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

<image0000 1. png> Withdraw al of 2014 Pro posed Determination_ 18J u ly2019.doc:x 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks for your patience and review, 
Heidi 
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To: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak. Robert@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Stern, Allyn[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6F5DF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, ALLYN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 4:31 :32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Leaving now for several back to back meetings so go ahead. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 9:29 AM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert c e 

Thanks for the info Allyn, this is helpful. I can respond on the other e-mail chain to this effect, unless you would prefer 
to. 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Stern, Allyn 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 12:25 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

There is a deadline on Friday for EPA to make a decision about the 404(b) letter (part of the 404q process). This 
decision has not been shared with the team so the Region hasn't prepared any communication materials. 

The materials forwarded from Suzanne are for the PD withdrawal. Not sure what the timing is on that. I'm guessing 
next week. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On Jul 24, 2019, at 8:16 AM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

On a separate chain, Marianne Holsman is saying that there is a 404q deadline on Friday. Are these 
materials for that? 

I think the Friday DDL is why Nancy Grantham in OPA is asking for materials. 

I will add all of you to that other chain. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jul 24, 2019, at 10:55 AM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 

That call didn't happen so the Region has been waiting. Rob - do you want to forward the 
materials to Nancy and coordinate with her? The Region has not been told about the 
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timing of the announcement so isn't aware of when it's happening and hasn't updated the 
materials. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 6:26 AM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Rob - This is all I am aware of. I never reviewed it and I don't know if it's the 

latest version. Last I heard David was going to call Allyn about com ms plans 
but I don't know if that took place. 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2019 3:02 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; 
Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: PD Withdrawal Notice -- draft talking points -- please review! 

Importance: High 

Good Afternoon -

Our draft talking points for Matt are attached. 

Please let me know if you have any changes before you/we send a long to 

Matt. 

Thank you! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle .. 
0: 206-553-2160 C.] E,.6P,csona1Pclvacy(PP) ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

<Bristol Bay PD withdraw DRAFT Talking Points 7-18-ver2.docx> 
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Message 

From: Stern, Allyn [/O=EXCHANGElABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDl T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, All YN] 
7/26/2019 3:07:35 PM 

To: 
CC: 
Subject: 

Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Re: Draft PD withdrawal notice review - thank you 

Thanks. That makes sense. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional counsel 
us EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

> on Jul 26, 2019, at 5:10 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Will ask David when I see him today. unless I hear differently, I would plan to send it to Matt, 
David, you and Chris, as well as ow (I don't think Lee is back, so likely John G). 
> 
> Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
> Assistant General counsel 
> Water Law office 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
> Washington DC 20004 
> 202-564-5492 
> wehling.carrie@epa.gov 
> 
> -----original Message----
> From: Stern, Allyn 
> Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 11:17 PM 
> To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
> cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
> subject: Re: Draft PD withdrawal notice review - thank you 
> 
> or if you would rather don't send it to Chris - I can do that. 
> 
> Allyn Stern 
> Regional counsel 
> us EPA Region 10 
> 206-553-1223 
> stern.allyn@epa.gov 
> 
>> on Jul 25, 2019, at 5:21 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 
>> 
>> Matt said he was going to send it to him so I don't know if I am supposed to send it directly. I 
assume not but adding Carrie for her take. 
>> 
>> I wasn't sure if you were able to connect with Ashley. I will assume she isn't planning to review 
unless I hear from you otherwise. 
>> 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
>> 
>>> on Jul 25, 2019, at 8:04 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 
>>> 
>>> You are probably already including Chris in the Senior Leadership but just wanted to make sure he 
would also get a copy tomorrow. Thanks Heidi. 
>>> 
>>> Allyn Stern 
>>> Regional counsel 
>>> us EPA Region 10 
>>> 206-553-1223 
>>> stern.allyn@epa.gov 
>>> 
>>>> on Jul 25, 2019, at 4:37 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 
>>>> 
>>>> Heidi 
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Message 

From: Stern, Allyn [/O=EXCHANGElABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

Sent: 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDl T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2E2D6FSDF08D4E9ABBFF2C0880407775-STERN, All YN] 
7/26/2019 3:13:21 AM 

To: 
CC: 
Subject: 

Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Re: Draft PD withdrawal notice review - thank you 

I called and left her a message but didn't hear anything. That's good - she should enjoy her vacation. 

I really think you should send to Chris when you send it to Matt and David. I'll take responsibility for 
that direction if Matt is upset by it. 

Allyn Stern 
Regional counsel 
us EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stern.allyn@epa.gov 

> on Jul 25, 2019, at 5:21 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Matt said he was going to send it to him so I don't know if I am supposed to send it directly. I 
assume not but adding Carrie for her take. 
> 
> I wasn't sure if you were able to connect with Ashley. I will assume she isn't planning to review 
unless I hear from you otherwise. 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
>> on Jul 25, 2019, at 8:04 PM, Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> wrote: 
>> 
>> You are probably already including Chris in the Senior Leadership but just wanted to make sure he 
would also get a copy tomorrow. Thanks Heidi. 
>> 
>> Allyn Stern 
>> Regional counsel 
>> us EPA Region 10 
>> 206-553-1223 
>> stern.allyn@epa.gov 
>> 
>>> on Jul 25, 2019, at 4:37 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 
>>> 
>>> Heidi 
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To: R10-AOO Mail Group[R10AOO_Mail_Group@epa.gov] 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Detwiler, Susan K.[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E1 FSFDE309E84A43A75E34E234C1 C680-DETWILER, S] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 7:28:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

FYI, here is the news release and associated link announcing the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine CWA 404(c) 

Proposed Determination. There's also a link to the EPA & Corps of engineers letters pertaining to 404(q). 

If you get media calls, please refer them to Marianne Holsman, Public Affairs Director, at (206) 553-1237. 

Sue 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal-site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) process relative to the Pebble permit: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

ED_002890_00152035-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue t~o1ihwest 

Washington, D C 20004 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Wed 2/20/2019 6:48:53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: pebble - on your list for David tomorrow? 

Ok. we can touch base at our weekly today. the sequencing of my weekly with David after reg review is unfortunate this week. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 1:48 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: pebble - on your list for David tomorrow? 

Feb 28. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 1:45 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: pebble - on your list for David tomorrow? 

r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-
j ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
j_•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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202 (564-5488) 

From: Wehling, Carrie 

Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2019 1:40 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neu eboren.Steven 

Cc: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: pebble - on your list for David tomorrow? 

ov> 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
; 
; 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
; 
; 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

ED_002890_00154816-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 

Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Thur6/27/2019 7:12:53 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Re: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Just talked to David and we'd like to know what's reasonable for you. Might not need to be a complete draft-maybe just a 
more fleshed our outline. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 27, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

I will be focusing on Montana much of tomorrow. I can start work on this on Monday 7 /1 but I am out Wednesday
Friday of next week. Given that I need some time to think this through and would want to give you an opportunity to 
see a working draft before it goes to David, do you think it would be okay if we committed to give David a draft on 
Friday, July 12th? 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 1:44 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT 

·-·-·Steve , . Carrie_, . Heid_ i , -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stachowiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2710013BD33A44AB823C8E6D9B94275A-RST ACHOW] 
Sent: Tue 6/25/2019 9:16:47 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Great. Can you please forward this along, and I'll get back to Mr. Allen? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 5:13 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Sounds right. OEI has sent out the official response letter on June 21 so they should respond to this. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 5:08 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

See below. I presume that this is one for OEI. Can I tell Mr. Allen that we are referring his e-mail below to them for response? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 5:06 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Robert, 

I appreciate your response. I will not bug you. One question though. Why has Quality not responded to RFC 19001 after a self
imposed deadline of June 21 was made? Is it soon? I am confused, the letter they sent to me stated June 21 for an update or 
decision as well as the emails they have been sending me the past few weeks. Please advise. 

Tom 
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Yk-~~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 

From: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:01 PM 

To: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Dear Mr Allen -

We have received your note below. As stated in my May 10 response to your April emails, EPA is committed to full consideration of 

all views with regard to this important matter. I have nothing to add to my previous response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Stachowiak 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 

Office of General Counsel 

CC: EPA/OGC/Water Law Office 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Mr. Leopold, 

Is the EPA going to follow NEPA or continue to be a rogue agency with no accountability? I'd appreciate ONE response moving 

forward. The comments you received from all interested parties in Alaska is great and all, but should have nothing to do with your 

decision to remove the BBWA and veto. They are illegal, unjust, and circumvent the established NEPA process. I hope a response is 
made soon regarding the illegal BBWA and veto. It is ridiculous that they are still in place. I don't see how the BBWA and veto stand 

up to a FEIS in a court of law either. I have yet to hear from you, so I have no clue where your thoughts are on Pebble. 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tom Allen 

Yk...-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 
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Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak. Robert@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Tue 6/25/2019 6:51 :53 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Hi Rob~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 

[----------, _ Ex . ___ 5 __ De I i be rat iv e __ Process _ _(_D P ) ____________ I · 
+++ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 11:28 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

When you are free, can you please call me about this? Thanks! 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 1:18 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

I did the two IQA emails I am aware of. Please let me know if there are any others. Based on our discussion today, I understand that 
you are going to send the response today for this (non-I QA) one and any others you are aware of. 

Thanks! 
Heidi 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 11:34 AM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

ED_002890_00155338-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Mr. Leopold, 

Is the EPA going to follow NEPA or continue to be a rogue agency with no accountability? I'd appreciate ONE response moving 
forward. The comments you received from all interested parties in Alaska is great and all, but should have nothing to do with your 
decision to remove the BBWA and veto. They are illegal, unjust, and circumvent the established NEPA process. I hope a response is 

made soon regarding the illegal BBWA and veto. It is ridiculous that they are still in place. I don't see how the BBWA and veto stand 
up to a FEIS in a court of law either. I have yet to hear from you, so I have no clue where your thoughts are on Pebble. 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Holloman, Vincia[Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Moser, 
Rebecca[Moser. Rebecca@EP A. GOV]; Tallent, Robert[Tallent. Robert@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Simons, Andrew[Simons.Andrew@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 4: 18:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

FYI - Mr. Allen sent another follow-up today. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 11:57 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 11:54 AM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Robert, 

I appreciate your consideration to all views, however the BBWA and accompanying veto are unjust and illegal. They have nothing to 
do with either side's views. Also, where is this all elusive response to RFC 19001 that members at quality promised me a response 
to by June 2l5? Please do not take this personally, just an honest question. I also appreciate you reaching out to other EPA 
members regarding RFC 19001 Robert. I hope you have a good week! 

Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 

From: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:01 PM 
To: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
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Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Dear Mr Allen -

We have received your note below. As stated in my May 10 response to your April emails, EPA is committed to full consideration of 

all views with regard to this important matter. I have nothing to add to my previous response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Stachowiak 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 

CC: EPA/OGC/Water Law Office 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Mr. Leopold, 

Is the EPA going to follow NEPA or continue to be a rogue agency with no accountability? I'd appreciate ONE response moving 

forward. The comments you received from all interested parties in Alaska is great and all, but should have nothing to do with your 

decision to remove the BBWA and veto. They are illegal, unjust, and circumvent the established NEPA process. I hope a response is 
made soon regarding the illegal BBWA and veto. It is ridiculous that they are still in place. I don't see how the BBWA and veto stand 

up to a FEIS in a court of law either. I have yet to hear from you, so I have no clue where your thoughts are on Pebble. 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 

ED_002890_00155405-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
6/26/2019 6:10:16 PM 
Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 
image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 

I know you are both really busy, but can we talk about this for 15 minutes before hot issues and the RlO meeting 

tomorrow? 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:08 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:49 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <!jgugh.Palrner@.~P~ .... ggy>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie(!':.? .. ~P~!.,ES!.Y.>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@lepa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@lepa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, 

Brian <Fr2zer.Brian@lep2.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsrnan.Marianne@epa_._gov> 

Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

From: Hough, Palmer 

ft David Allnutt .. Director 

Laboratory ServiceS and Applied Scierce Division 

U.S. !:YI\ Flegion 1G 

1200 Sixth /Werue .. Suite bS, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, Washington 981.l)l 3123 
(206) 'iS3-258 l 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:48 AM 
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To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling"Carrie@ep;:Lgov>; Nalven, Heidi <NalvenJ·leidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<GoodinJohn@_f.P.\:).,gf?.Y.>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@.?.m~.,.ggy>; Frazer, Brian <FrazeLBrian@.?.P.i!.,.g_qy>; Eisenberg, 
Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <AllnutUlavid@.f.P.?._,_ggy>; Holsman, Marianne <!·1olsman.Marianne@.s:.P..£!.,gQ.Y.> 
Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Stachowiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2710013BD33A44AB823C8E6D9B94275A-RST ACHOW] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 12:23:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen ? 

Per your email, see below -

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Stachowiak, Robert" <Stachowiak.Robert d.Je a. ov> 
Date: April 30, 2019 at 9:30: 15 PM EDT 
To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven e a. ov> 
Cc: "Siciliano, CarolAnn" <Siciliano.Caro!Ann c e a. ov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen ? 

Hi Steve - to hopefully fill in here: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
In the folder I included the draft responses and a copy of your email in case he had missed it the first time. 

I had intended to talk with Matt tomorrow at my weekly at 9:30 to provide this context. 

Draft response: 

Dear Mr Allen, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

-R 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 
Date: April 30, 2019 at 8:35: 10 PM EDT 
To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" 
<Stachowiak.Robert d.Je a. ov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" 
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<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Cody, Meredith" <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen ? 

Hi Steve, 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith 

<cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

This morning I talked this through with Heidi and Carrie. While this is arising in the context of a specific 

-·-· em a i I_ be l_ow ,i_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. __ 5 _AC/DP ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i _______________ , 

Ex. SAC/DP 
[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Sound ok? 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 

Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 
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Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. 
If you can only answer some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these 
issues, but to me it seems the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 6:43:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen ? 

Carrie - I hadn't noticed matt's response from last night before we talked. Heidi and I just spoke. So I think we should put on the 

agenda to give him the history and context as originally planned. 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:35 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen? 

Hi Steve, 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i i 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 
i i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

___ This morning_ I_ talked_ this_th_rough with_ Heidi_ a_nd _Carrie. __ While this_ is_ arising in_ the_ context_of_ a _specific_ ema_il_ bel_ow,.(Ex. _5 AC/DP' 

Ex. SAC/DP 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Sound ok? 
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Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. If you can only answer 
some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these issues, but to me it seems the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Simons, Andrew[Simons.Andrew@epa.gov]; Prabhu, Aditi[Prabhu.Aditi@epa.gov] 
From: Sheppard, Tracy[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=63186A03F8E1401 SBA94B59C699363FC-SHEPPARD, TRACY] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 3:53:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 
R10 ORA Briefing Paper Bristol Bay 05242019.docx 

Carrie, 
I've review the briefing paper and don't have any comments. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 
(202) 564-1305 office 

i_ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy_(PP) mobile 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 11:45 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Allyn, 

Including everyone for awareness. 

An updated draft of the briefing paper is attached-! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

I Ex. 5 Defiberative Process (DP) · ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

ED_002890_00156729-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Thanks Carrie.i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- i . 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

·-·-· H_L_ al I . ___ We. meet _with_ Matt to _d_iscu_ss this _RFC yeste_rda},. ________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 __ A C/D P _______________________________________________ _j __ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• • 

i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 

<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
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<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 

response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 
email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 

28th
• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 

Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 

Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 

I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 
may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 

regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
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<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 
<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 
is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 
• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 
respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 
Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak. Robert@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Cody, 
Meredith[cody.meredith@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 11 :44: 19 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Tom Allen ? 

Dropping David and Matt. Is there a draft? I don't recall seeing that. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Apr 30, 2019, at 8:35 PM, Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Steve, 

l---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~~-------~---~-~-!-~-~------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------J 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, 
Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith 
<cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

This morning I talked this through with Heidi and Carrie. While this is arising in the context of a specific email below, 

Ex. SAC/DP 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Sound ok? 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
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Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. If you can only 
answer some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these issues, but to me it seems 
the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Elleman, 
Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; 
Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, 
Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 4: 18:55 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Tracy (our CCILO expert on RFC) and I have reviewed and it is OK with us. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 11:45 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Allyn, 

Including everyone for awareness. 

An updated draft of the briefing paper is attached.!__ ___________________________________________ Ex. _5 _Del_i berative _Process_ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

! _______________________________________________________________________ Ex . __ 5 ___ De I i _be rat i v_e __ P r o c es s __ { D P ) _______________________________________________________________________ I 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
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Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

_ . Than ks_ ca rri e J ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. __ 5. De_l i be rati ve __ Process( DP) ··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J 

! _______________________________________________________ E_x. ___ 5 ___ D_ e I _i be _rat iv e ____ P r o c e_s_s ____ ( D _P) ______________________________________________________ i 
Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi, a 11. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterday l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·Ex. __ 5 ACID P ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___i 
·-·-·-·-· .... -· .. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·""·-·-•-"-•-·-·-·-· ... ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ... ·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-•-'•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·~---~·~-~--·-·-·----~·-·-~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·'"·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. SAC/DP 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

1-----~-~-:---~---~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~!~-~-~---~-~~~-~~-~---~-~~l ____ I 
Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 

<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 
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<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 
response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 

email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 

28th
• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 

Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 

Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 
I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 

regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
! 1 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
! i 
! i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 
discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 

Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Brown, DonaldM[Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Goodin, 
John[Goodin.John@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Bahadori, 
Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tallent, Robert[Tallent.Robert@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov]; Peterson, 
Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov]; Elleman, Robert[Elleman.Robert@epa.gov]; Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Frithsen, 
Jeff[Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov]; VanDrunick, Suzanne[vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov]; 
Bahadori, Tina[Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Kirby, 
Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Sent: Fri 5/24/2019 1 :25:30 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Hi, all. We meet with Matt to discuss this RFC yesterday! Ex. 5 AC/DP ] 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.a ...... _. ____ L ..... _. __________ .._ _____ J._. ____ ~_.,_ ______ , ___________ .,_ __ , ___ rJ.-._·L·-·-·-·L· L:-:::::::-i:a::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::r:.:z:::-111:-:::::::-:::1::,:::~=-i=:=:=:=:=:=:c::::::::::::•=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=t=:=:=:c::::::::::: · ·-·-·-·-

Ex. SAC/DP 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 
Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft response to the RFC 
from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this email) the involved staff will use to 
brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 28th

• We will provide further updates once that 
meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
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USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, Christine M 

<kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner

Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 

<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay Watershed 

report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a draft response developed by 
Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is 

currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., 

Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all 
participants understand the subject and context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have 

any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 

<Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 

to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

Th E; .. P r o Posed_ review. sch e d u I e . is : ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
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I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
[ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ i 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 

other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Cody, Meredith[cody.meredith@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David[fotouhi.david@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/5/2019 1 :29:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

I thought we decided that this was to be forwarded for response by the Information Quality staff - this is the email that Matt was 
cc'd 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, June 05, 2019 9:24 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

Was there any decision on path fo1Ward here? Matt fo1Warded to me a follow up note from Mr. Stephens last night, and am not 
sure what the is. 

Thanks, 
R 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 6:02 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

Cc: Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

David and I just discussed and think we should discuss at re greview tomorrow. pis see if ccilo can join. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 4:32 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

Cc: Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 
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Hi everyone -

There are two e-mail threads on this, so bringing them together to identify next steps. 

So that Matt can be responsive to the incoming, I had proposed the following response (as edited by Heidi) -

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

David/Steve - Are you OK with moving forward on the interim response above? 

Thanks, 
R 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 9:17 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

I agree that since Matt decided OW should sign response to RFC it would make sense for them to respond to this as needed. 
Adding David. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Monday, May 27, 2019 9:37 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

This issue is a bit different since it's not generally about Pebble but about a Request for Correction. Since OW will be providing the 
response to the RFC, can we refer this incoming to them? Or alternatively, we could simply respond that we expect the Office of 
Water to provide a response to the RFC in the near future. 
Carrie 
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Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 3:42 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

WLO folks l _____________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 _Deli berative __ Process _ (DP) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

1-----~~=---~---~-!~-~-~-!-~~!~~!---~-~-~-~!-~~---!~-~J ____ I 

-R 

Sincerely, 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 

CC: EPA/OGC/Water Law Office 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 3:30 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

Another inquiry. 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tim Stephens j Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Date: May 24, 2019 at 2:54:26 PM EDT 
To: uali y@epa.gov 
Cc: leopold.matthew@epa.gov 
Subject: Re: RFC 19001-Bristol Bay 

Typo *RFC was filed 11.15.2018*. 

Thanks in advance. 
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On Fri, May 24, 2019 at 1:12 PM Tim Stephens! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i wrote: 
-The RFC was fi I ed 11.15.2019. ;·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

-Follow up letter was sent to Administrator Wheeler 3.20.2019 

-The EPA published a response on 5.20.2019. 
-The interim response letter is dated 2.13.2019. 

Per the policy and procedure for RFC, it states a response is to be issued within 90 days. 2.13.2019 is 90 days exactly 
from the date of the petition being filed, yet it was not published until 5.20.2019? (I check frequently for responses) 

Did the EPA backdate this interim response or was it drafted and sent on 2.13.2019? If this was not backdated, is it 

to be expected there will be a lengthy delay to publish a response after the response is sent to the requester? Please 

let me know if this can be clarified. 

Thank you. 

On Wed, May 22, 2019 at 1:40 PM Tim Stephen~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !wrote: 
Kind I y fo 11 owing up. ;·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Thank you. 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

On Mon, May 20, 2019 at 4:44 PM Tim Stephens i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !wrote: 
He 11 o, L-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

As an investor in the Pebble project, I must question why the EPA's interim response regarding RFC 19001-Bristol 

Bay, dated 2.13.2019, was published today on 5.20.2019? I see the new lengthy deadline is dated for 6.29.2019. 
Can we expect the answer to again be hidden and not published until three months after submitted to the 

requester? Or will this be published in a timely manner? 

Thank you. 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 

-Tim S 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn[Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov] 
From: Stachowiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2710013BD33A44AB823C8E6D9B94275A-RST ACHOW] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 3:34:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen ? 
Draft response to Messrs Allen and Koblyarz.docx 

Hi Steve et al. -

Matt emphasized his desire to be responsive to the public, even if that means an interim response. Thus, he would like to send my 
draft notes tomorrow, once you confirm that you're OK with the content and after your reg review to discuss the context. Now that 
I'm back in the office, I've attached the actual draft response to this e-mail. 

I'll be on stand-by until after your meeting, but please call if you'd like to chat more here. 

-R 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 9:24 AM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Tom Allen? 

Thanks rob. Let us know what matt says at your 930. My recommendation is to wait a day before sending so we can discuss the 
larger context at reg review. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Apr 30, 2019, at 9:30 PM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Steve - to hopefully fill in here: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
In the folder I included the draft responses and a copy of your email in case he had missed it the first time. 

I had intended to talk with Matt tomorrow at my weekly at 9:30 to provide this context. 

Draft response: 

Dear Mr Allen, 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 

l-------------------------------~~-------?·---~-~--1--~--~-~-~~-!-~_y_~-----~-~~~-~-~-~--J--~-~-'-----------------------------J 
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.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
' ' i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

-R 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Date: April 30, 2019 at 8:35:10 PM EDT 

To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" 

<Stachowiak.Robert@ epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Cody, Meredith" <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen ? 

Hi Steve, 

' ! i ! 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
i ! 
i ! 
i.•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith 

<cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

This morning I talked this through with Heidi and Carrie. While this is arising in the context of a specific 
__ em a i I_ be I ow J _________________________________________ Ex. 5 AC/DP _________________________________________ ] ___________ _ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

l------~~~---~--~-~-~-i-~~-~-~!~-~-~---~~~~~-~-~--J~-~l _____ I 
Sound ok? 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
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1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. 
If you can only answer some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these 
issues, but to me it seems the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 5/2/2019 6:55:29 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Draft template for BB responses 

Is this what you had in mind? 

+++ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
7/9/2019 7:30:18 PM 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Re: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Thanks Heidi! 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 9, 2019, at 1:23 PM, Nalven, Heidi <NalvenJ·leidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

<!--[iflte mso 15 II CheckWebRef]--> 

Na:ven, Heidi fm Business you. To the link belovv, 

<image0000l.png> Wlthdn:owal of 2014 Proposed Detern1ination_5July20l9,doo: 

< ! --[ endif]--> 
All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by 
noon tomorrow. We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due 

to Matt Leopold by COB on Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
7/10/2019 12:52:11 PM 

To: 

CC: 
Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Shaw, Carla [Shaw.Carla@epa.gov] 
Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 

Subject: RE: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 
Attachments: Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_5July2019.docx 

Attached is the version as it exists in sharepoint as now. I see Region 10 program stuff folks put in a number of 

comments last night after I left the office that I have not had a chance to consider. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 9:10 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Shaw, Carla <Shaw.Carla@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Heidi. The hard drive on my computer has crashed and I can't access the document from my phone. Can you please 

send Carla the document as a word attachment to Carla first thing in the morning and Carla can you please print it out 

for me when you received it. 

Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Steven Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jul 9, 2019, at 1:23 PM, Nalven, Heidi <NdveriaHeidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

red a OneDr:ve for Business with you. To view it, the link below. 

<image00001.png> W1thdr-awal of 2014 Proposed Detennination_5July20"19.docx 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by 
noon tomorrow. We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due 

to Matt Leopold by COB on Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 
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Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Fri 7/5/2019 10:44:32 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Palomaki, Ashley has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_5July2019.doc:x 

Hi-

Well I did my best! Hopefully this is enough for us to start from. I am in the office next week to help get this ready to send up by 
Wednesday. Let me know what I can do. 

I recommend that Palmer and others look at this. Hopefully they'll have that opportunity. 

Best, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 01, 2019 1:38 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 1:44 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT 

Steve, Carrie, Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fotouhi, David[fotouhi.david@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tue 8/6/2019 8:02:02 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Last version of original response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
RFC #19001 from CEI submitted 20181114 Bristol Bay Assessment-Pebble Mine.pdf 

Hi, Matt. As requested and for your information, attached is the point by point draft mentioned in our meeting today (see 
especially the enclosure to the draft response letter). Also attaching the incoming request. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 
to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

1-----~~:---~---~!-~-~-~!-~~!-~-~!---~-~~~-!-~~---~-~-~~----I 
Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 
• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 
other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 
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Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 11: 19:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Clean version of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 072619.docx 

Steve - Attached is the latest clean draft of the withdrawal notice for you to transmit to Matt and David. I have drafted, for your 
consideration, a note for you to include. As a reminder, David asked that you include Allyn in your note. Heidi 

++++ 

Matt and David, 

I have attached the latest clean draft of the Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice that reflects your most recent feedback. I understand 
that you will be transmitting a draft of the notice to Chris and Lee separately. 

Steve 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 7/15/2019 4:35:16 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Daily Mail from Mr. Allen: RFC 19001 
Request for Instruction Regarding Email Communication Response to Inquiry on RFC 19001 - Bristol Bay 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

From: Thoma, Connie On Behalf Of Quality 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 12:34 PM 

To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Holloman, Vincia 

<Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Daily Mail from Mr. Allen: RFC 19001 

Ms. Wehling and Ms. Nalven, 

_ As_ requested_ in_ the_ attached _em a i I. sent_ on __ F ri day 7 / 12/20_19 _at_ 1_1 :09 _PM:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

These messages are also being sent to Matt Leopold and Christoper Hladick. 

Thank you, 

e(Jl(l(!e r, T/4o/l(a 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
OMS/OEIP/Enterprise Quality Management Division 
1200 PA Ave. NW, 2821T 
Washington, DC 20460 
Tel: 202-564-6874 
https://www.epa.gov/quality 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 11:56 AM 

To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher 
<hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 

Subject: RFC 19001 

Where is the response? Where is the new timeline? Where is the transparency? Where is the justice? Where is there ONE response 

to any of my emails. This is criminal. .. 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 
Subject: 

Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
7/10/2019 1:09:47 AM 
Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Shaw, Carla [Shaw.Carla@epa.gov] 
Wehling, Carrie [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Re: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

Heidi. The hard drive on my computer has crashed and I can't access the document from my phone. Can you please 

send Carla the document as a word attachment to Carla first thing in the morning and Carla can you please print it out 

for me when you received it. 

Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Steven Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 

202-564-5488 

On Jul 9, 2019, at 1:23 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

<!--[if lte mso 15 II CheckWebRef]--> 

a OneDrive for Bu<ness with you. To 

<image0000l.png> Withdrawal of 2fl14 Pmposed Determlnatlon_5July2019.docx 

< ! --[ endif]--> 
All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by 
noon tomorrow. We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due 

to Matt Leopold by COB on Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 7/8/2019 4:07:55 PM (UTC) 

,. Subject:·-·-· RE:_ Straw_ out Ii ne _for withd rawal __ notice -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Agreed! You did a great job, Ashley! 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Wehling, Carrie 
Sent: Monday, July 08, 2019 11:42 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Fantastic job, Ashley! This is a really great start on the notice - thanks so much!! 
Let's discuss next steps at our meeting later today .... maybe we can share with folks tomorrow so that we have some input before 

Wednesday COB? 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

.wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 08, 2019 10:23 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

You are the best, Ashley! Thanks so much for your hard work on this. I am reviewing now and will look for some time for the three 
of us discuss status and next steps later this afternoon. 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, July 05, 2019 6:45 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Hi-

Well I did my best! Hopefully this is enough for us to start from. I am in the office next week to help get this ready to send up by 
Wednesday. Let me know what I can do. 

I recommend that Palmer and others look at this. Hopefully they'll have that opportunity. 
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Best, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 01, 2019 1:38 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 1:44 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT 

Steve, Carrie, Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Stachowiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=2710013BD33A44AB823C8E6D9B94275A-RST ACHOW] 
Sent: Tue 6/25/2019 9:24: 17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 5:21 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

I appreciate it Robert, have a good week. All I want for pebble is a fair permitting process, no more no less. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 25, 2019, at 4:19 PM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hello again Mr Allen -

I have passed along your message below to others at EPA for response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 

CC: EPA/OGC/Water Law Office 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 5:06 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Robert, 

I appreciate your response. I will not bug you. One question though. Why has Quality not responded to RFC 19001 
after a self-imposed deadline of June 21 was made? Is it soon? I am confused, the letter they sent to me stated June 
21 for an update or decision as well as the emails they have been sending me the past few weeks. Please advise. 

Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 
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Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 

From: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:01 PM 

To: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Dear Mr Allen -

We have received your note below. As stated in my May 10 response to your April emails, EPA is committed to full 

consideration of all views with regard to this important matter. I have nothing to add to my previous response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Stachowiak 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 

Office of General Counsel 

CC: EPA/OGC/Water Law Office 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Mr. Leopold, 

Is the EPA going to follow NEPA or continue to be a rogue agency with no accountability? I'd appreciate ONE response 
moving forward. The comments you received from all interested parties in Alaska is great and all, but should have 

nothing to do with your decision to remove the BBWA and veto. They are illegal, unjust, and circumvent the 

established NEPA process. I hope a response is made soon regarding the illegal BBWA and veto. It is ridiculous that 

they are still in place. I don't see how the BBWA and veto stand up to a FEIS in a court of law either. I have yet to hear 

from you, so I have no clue where your thoughts are on Pebble. 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 8/5/2019 2:31 :11 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft meeting records 
Bristol Bay External Meeting Record - Meeting 6.18.2019 .docx 
Bristol Bay External Meeting Record - PLP meeting 5.15.19 .docx 
Bristol Bay External Meeting Record - Trout Unlimited 6. 7 .19 .docx 

Attached are the meeting records that I will send to RlO. Per our discussion, they are all the same as originally drafted except I 
changed the third bullet in the topics discussed section for the Pebble meeting record to avoid any potential CBI issues. I am going 
to check with Fletcher about the who set up the meeting on 6/18 and will edit that record if he provides any further information. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2019 5:16 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft meeting records 

Carrie/Steve -Attached are draft records of the three meetings attended by WLO staff relating to Pebble. I wanted to make sure 
others who attended the meetings had an opportunity to look at the draft meeting records to ensure accuracy before I share them 
with RlO (who is maintaining all of the records). 

Note that the meeting on June 18, 2019 indicates that it was with the Earth & Water Law Group. I googled that group and it appears 
that the attendees at the actual meeting were not from that organization. As a result, I do now know who requested the meeting. 
Should I check with Fletcher? 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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Template for Meeting Record 

TITLE 
Topic: Pebble Mine 

Meeting date: June 18, 2019 

Who requested the meeting?: Outside groups [Note invited indicates that meeting was with Earth & 
Water Law Group but that was not the case.] 

Location: EPA HQ 

List of outside individuals or organizations that attended (including affiliation): 

• Andrew Sabin, Sabin Metal Corporation 

• Collin O'Mara, National Wildlife Federation 

• McKie Campbell, Blue Water Strategies LLC 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

List of EPA attendees: 

• Matthew Leopold 

• David Fotouhi 

• Steven Neugeboren 

• Carrie Wehling 

• Heidi Nalven 

Was there an agenda: No 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Outside groups led the discussion. 

Summary of topics discussed (including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
*Please include one or two sentences for each topic. This section is intended to compile individual 
input received from meeting attendees. It does not reflect group advice. 

McKie Campbell 

• Stated that PLP's DEIS was deficient, specifically regarding issues relating to tailings pile . 

Andy Sabin 

• Asked EPA to issue a new or revised proposed determination . 

• Stated that EIS needs to assess entire mind and climate change impacts . 

Collin O'Mara 

• Stated that Corps needs to consider ESA . 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? No. 

Were materials provided? Not in the meeting. Indicated may send materials to Matt via email after 

discussion. 
*If yes, please indicate who provided the materials and attach materials with this form. 

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] 
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Template for Meeting Record 

TITLE 
Topic: Pebble Mine 

Meeting date: May 15, 2019 

Who requested the meeting?: Ballard Partners on behalf of Pebble Limited Partnership 

location: EPA HQ 

list of outside individuals or organizations that attended {including affiliation): 

• Tom Collier, Pebble Limited Partnership 

• Peter Robertson, Pebble Limited Partnership 

• Ronald J. Tempas, Vinson & Elkins 

• Sylvester Lukis, Ballard Partners 

• Brian Ballard, Ballard Partners 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

list of EPA attendees: 

• Matthew Leopold 

• David Fotouhi 

• Carrie Wehling 

• Heidi Nalven 

Was there an agenda: No 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Tom Collier led the discussion. 

Summary of topics discussed {including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
*Please include one or two sentences for each topic. This section is intended to compile individual 
input received from meeting attendees. It does not reflect group advice. 

Tom Collier 

• Asked EPA to remove the 404(c) proposed determination now without more process . 

• Asked EPA to cancel the June 2019 visit . 

• Provided his views on the financial status of the company . 

• Stated that Governor supports project and that EIS indicates that the mine would not cause 
damage to the fishery. 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? No. 

Were materials provided? No 
*If yes, please indicate who provided the materials and attach materials with this form. 

[ PAGE \* MERGEFORMAT] 
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Template for Meeting Record 

TITLE 
Topic: Pebble Mine 

Meeting date: Trout Unlimited 

Who requested the meeting?: Trout Unlimited 

Location: EPA HQ 

List of outside individuals or organizations that attended (including affiliation): 

• Chris Wood, Trout Unlimited 

• Steve Moyer, Trout Unlimited 

• Austin Williams, Trout Unlimited 

Did EPA decide which Individuals or organizations would attend?: No 

List of EPA attendees: 

• Matthew Leopold 

• David Fotouhi 

• Carrie Wehling 

• Heidi Nalven 

Was there an agenda: No 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations set the agenda? N/A 

Did EPA/outside individuals or organizations run the meeting? Outside groups led the discussion. 

Summary of topics discussed (including individual advice/feedback provided to Agency): 
*Please include one or two sentences for each topic. This section is intended to compile individual 
input received from meeting attendees. It does not reflect group advice. 

Chris Wood 

• Asked EPA to fully engage in the process . 

• Stated that there should be a high bar for permitting and raised concern about DEIS . 

Austin Williams 

• Stated that DEIS lacks construction and management plans . 

• Stated concerns about seismic testing, effect of discharge on aquatic species, and mine 

expansion. 

Steve Moyer 

• Stated that EPA should compare Pebble to Donlin . 

Were next steps/follow-up discussed? No. 

Were materials provided? Yes. 
*If yes, please indicate who provided the materials and attach materials with this form. 

1 
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To: Kirby, Kevin[KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV]; Holloman, Vincia[Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov] 
Cc: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Moser, 
Rebecca[Moser. Rebecca@EP A. GOV]; Tallent, Robert[Tallent. Robert@epa.gov]; Sheppard, Tracy[Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov]; 
Simons, Andrew[Simons.Andrew@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/20191:38:15 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Hi Kevin - Carrie asked that I check in with you to see if you could respond to Mr. Allen. He is specifically asking about the June 21 
interim decision. We would really appreciate if you could respond today if at all possible. 

Thanks so much, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 5:20 PM 
To: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Hello again Mr Allen -

I have passed along your message below to others at EPA for response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 

CC: EPA/OGC/Water Law Office 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 5:06 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Robert, 

I appreciate your response. I will not bug you. One question though. Why has Quality not responded to RFC 19001 after a self
imposed deadline of June 21 was made? Is it soon? I am confused, the letter they sent to me stated June 21 for an update or 
decision as well as the emails they have been sending me the past few weeks. Please advise. 

Tom 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 
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Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 

From: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:01 PM 

To: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Dear Mr Allen -

We have received your note below. As stated in my May 10 response to your April emails, EPA is committed to full consideration of 

all views with regard to this important matter. I have nothing to add to my previous response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Stachowiak 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 

Office of General Counsel 

CC: EPA/OGC/Water Law Office 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2019 11:29 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Mr. Leopold, 

Is the EPA going to follow NEPA or continue to be a rogue agency with no accountability? I'd appreciate ONE response moving 
forward. The comments you received from all interested parties in Alaska is great and all, but should have nothing to do with your 

decision to remove the BBWA and veto. They are illegal, unjust, and circumvent the established NEPA process. I hope a response is 

made soon regarding the illegal BBWA and veto. It is ridiculous that they are still in place. I don't see how the BBWA and veto stand 

up to a FEIS in a court of law either. I have yet to hear from you, so I have no clue where your thoughts are on Pebble. 

Respectfu I ly, 

Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 10:09:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Date: July 11, 2019 at 5:35:03 PM EDT 
To: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle 
Subject: Re: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

1 

___ Chris _saw _the previous_ draft_ and _provided_ me_ a_ couple_comments_ this _afternoon. _He _said.he_ thought_we __________________________ ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 11, 2019, at 2:04 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble 
Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

<Draft - Withdrawal of2014 Proposed Determination_l 1July2019.docx> 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Cc: Fotouhi, David[fotouhi.david@epa.gov]; Steven Neugeboren[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Tue 8/6/2019 8:05:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: First draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine - as requested 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
RFC #19001 from CEI submitted 20181114 Bristol Bay Assessment-Pebble Mine.pdf 

Hi, Matt. As requested and for your information, attached is the point-by-point draft response mentioned in our meeting today 
(see especially the attachment to the draft response letter). Also attaching the incoming request. 
We will keep you posted on the new draft of a response that we will work on with the information quality staff. 
Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 
to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The _proposed_ review . sch e d u l_e _is : -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 
• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 
• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 
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We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 
other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 

PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 7/8/2019 2:30:42 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Wehling, Carrie has shared a OneDrive for Business file with you. To view it, click the link below. 

@l Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_5July2019.doc:x 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, July 05, 2019 6:45 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Hi-

Well I did my best! Hopefully this is enough for us to start from. I am in the office next week to help get this ready to send up by 
Wednesday. Let me know what I can do. 

I recommend that Palmer and others look at this. Hopefully they'll have that opportunity. 

Best, 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 01, 2019 1:38 PM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 1:44 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 
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DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT 

Steve, Carrie, Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 7/15/2019 5:14:01 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Daily Mail from Mr. Allen: RFC 19001 

Add to our list for 1:30 ..... thanks. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 12:35 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Daily Mail from Mr. Allen: RFC 19001 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

From: Thoma, Connie On Behalf Of Quality 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 12:34 PM 
To: Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Holloman, Vincia 
<Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Daily Mail from Mr. Allen: RFC 19001 

Ms. Wehling and Ms. Nalven, 

As requested in the attached email sent on Friday 7/12/2019 at 11:09 PM: 
i i 

1-----------------------------------------------~~-~-----?·---~-~-~--i--~-~--~~-!-~-~~-----~-~~-~~-~-~-----(-~_~_l ___________________________________________ ___l 

These messages are also being sent to Matt Leopold and Christoper Hladick. 

Thank you, 

e(Jl(l(!e r, T/4o/l(a 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
OMS/OEIP/Enterprise Quality Management Division 
1200 PA Ave. NW, 2821T 
Washington, DC 20460 
Tel: 202-564-6874 
https://www.epa.gov/quality 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2019 11:56 AM 
To: Quality< uali y@epa.gov>; Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Hladick, Christopher 
<hladick.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RFC 19001 
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Where is the response? Where is the new timeline? Where is the transparency? Where is the justice? Where is there ONE response 
to any of my emails. This is criminal. .. 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Mon 7/1/2019 7:56:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

BTW, Steve responded to this pushing back on the timing .... or saying that they could have the first draft on Wednesday without our 
prior review. Their choice. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Monday, July 01, 2019 3:25 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

I spoke with Matt about this, and he'd like to see a first draft by COB Wednesday the 10th. Let me know if that's feasible. Please 
feel free to loop in Ashley in ORC to assist with research, drafting, and/or comment review. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 27, 2019, at 4:44 PM, Wehling, Carrie 

Consulted with Heidi and would July 12 be soon enough? That would provide more time after Heidi's leave to do 

some analysis and drafting and discussion within WLO. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Jun 27, 2019, at 1:44 PM, Fotouhi, David wrote: 

DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT 

Steve, Carrie, Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

Wehling, Carrie [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11FDC7489698BE69849B301DA6-CWEHLING] 
6/26/2019 7:14:54 PM 

To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven [Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

yes 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:10 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

I know you are both really busy, but can we talk about this for 15 minutes before hot issues and the RlO meeting 

tomorrow? 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:08 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugebnren5teven(wepa.gov> 

Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie(8.lepa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:49 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <_t)gygh,Palrner@.~.PA,E;J.Y..>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.C:irrie@.~JFi,_ggy>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@ep;;Lgov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, 

Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Hnlsrnan.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 
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ll David Allnutt, Director 

Services ano Applied Science Division 

US f:Pi\ f{egion l() 

From: Hough, Palmer 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl:? 

Seattle, Washington 98.1.G.I. 3123 
(206) 553-)581 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:48 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie(wepa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi(wepa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<GoodinJohn@._?.m~_,_ggy>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@_f.P.\\_gqy>; Frazer, Brian <Fra1er.Brian@.~.PA,_g9y>; Eisenberg, 
Mindy <EisenbergJv4indy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <l··lolsrnan.Marianne@Jepa.gov> 

Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

\f./WW .epa.gov /wetlands 
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Message 

From: Wehling, Carrie [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11FDC7489698BE69849B301DA6-CWEHLING] 

Sent: 6/26/2019 5:57:17 PM 
To: Wendelowski, Karyn [wendelowski.karyn@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 
Attachments: image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 

Just fyi ... 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:49 PM 

To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, 

Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

From: Hough, Palmer 

R. David Allnutt, Director 

Services arc! /\pplied Science Division 

US EPA, f{egion 1D 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite lSS, 14-Dl:? 

Seattle, Washington 98.I.G.1.-3123 

(206) S.'i3-2S81 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:48 AM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, 

Mindy <Eisen berg. ~✓-1.i.nf~_y_@._q}.~~-'_ggy> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@lepa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 
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Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

WWWoepa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Fri 5/10/2019 8:27:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

Thank you! 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 4:10 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

The Region is fine with this. Thanks! 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Date: May 10, 2019 at 12:26:26 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

No concern from me. 

From: Stern, Allyn 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

Seems fine to me too. 
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Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 10, 2019, at 12:06 PM, Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> wrote: 

This looks fine to me. Any comments? Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Date: May 10, 2019 at 11:23:56 AM PDT 
To: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· ! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
1 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 2:11 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

I've talked to Ashley about this generally but that's it. Do you think we need to do more? 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 2:07 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; 

Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

I am ready to sign these letters when they are prepared. Have we communicated with 

RlO? 

Thanks, Matt 
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Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2019 4:56 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 

<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

Matt, David, and Rob - I have pasted below the draft template language WLO prepared to 

respond to Pebble Mine inquiries. 

+++ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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To: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak. Robert@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Fri 5/10/2019 8:27:46 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

Hey, Rob. It's a go on this. Thanks. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Steiner-Riley, Cara 
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 4:10 PM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

The Region is fine with this. Thanks! 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Date: May 10, 2019 at 12:26:26 PM PDT 
To: "Stern, Allyn" <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "McGrath, Patricia" 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

No concern from me. 

From: Stern, Allyn 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

Seems fine to me too. 
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Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On May 10, 2019, at 12:06 PM, Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov> wrote: 

This looks fine to me. Any comments? Thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Date: May 10, 2019 at 11:23:56 AM PDT 
To: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, "Steiner-Riley, Cara" <Steiner
Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
i i 
i i 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 

i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Thanks. 
Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 2:11 PM 

To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner

Riley.Cara@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

I've talked to Ashley about this generally but that's it. Do you think we need to do more? 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 2:07 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; 

Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

I am ready to sign these letters when they are prepared. Have we communicated with 

RlO? 

Thanks, Matt 
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Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2019 4:56 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David 

<Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 

Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 

<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Subject: Draft template for Pebble Mine responses 

Matt, David, and Rob - I have pasted below the draft template language WLO prepared to 

respond to Pebble Mine inquiries. 

+++ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Thur6/27/2019 7:12:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Just talked to David and we'd like to know what's reasonable for you. Might not need to be a complete draft-maybe just a 
more fleshed our outline. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jun 27, 2019, at 3:10 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

I will be focusing on Montana much of tomorrow. I can start work on this on Monday 7 /1 but I am out Wednesday
Friday of next week. Given that I need some time to think this through and would want to give you an opportunity to 
see a working draft before it goes to David, do you think it would be okay if we committed to give David a draft on 
Friday, July 12th? 

From: Fotouhi, David 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 1:44 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

DELIBERATIVE-DRAFT 

Steve, Carrie, Heidi, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Straw outline for withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Thur 5/2/2019 8: 10:59 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft template for BB responses 

Looks OK to me. Thanks. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Thursday, May 02, 2019 3:57 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Draft template for BB responses 

Please see suggested revisions belowi Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

[ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) · ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Thanks. 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2019 2:55 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven 
Subject: Draft template for BB responses 

Is this what you had in mind? 

+++ 

Wehling, Carrie 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
L---~·-·-·-·,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

ED_002890_00163926-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov]; Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, 
Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn[Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3E55F11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 5:00:50 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen ? 

Heidi will send you a few edits .... Thanks. 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 11:34 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Tom Allen? 

Hi Steve et al. -

Matt emphasized his desire to be responsive to the public, even if that means an interim response. Thus, he would like to send my 
draft notes tomorrow, once you confirm that you're OK with the content and after your reg review to discuss the context. Now that 
I'm back in the office, I've attached the actual draft response to this e-mail. 

I'll be on stand-by until after your meeting, but please call if you'd like to chat more here. 

-R 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 0A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 9:24 AM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Siciliano, CarolAnn <Siciliano.CarolAnn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Tom Allen? 

Thanks rob. Let us know what matt says at your 930. My recommendation is to wait a day before sending so we can discuss the 
larger context at reg review. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Apr 30, 2019, at 9:30 PM, Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Steve - to hopefully fill in here: 
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.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
; 
; 
; 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
; 
; 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

In the folder I included the draft responses and a copy of your email in case he had missed it the first time. 

I had intended to talk with Matt tomorrow at my weekly at 9:30 to provide this context. 

Draft response: 

Dear Mr Allen, 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

-R 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Leopold, Matt (OGC)" <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> 

Date: April 30, 2019 at 8:35:10 PM EDT 

To: "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>, "Stachowiak, Robert" 

<Stachowiak.Robert@ epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Nalven, Heidi" 

<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Cody, Meredith" <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen ? 

Hi Steve, 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! i 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
! i 
! i 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith 

<cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

This morning I talked this through with Heidi and Carrie. While this is arising in the context of a specific 

em a i I be I ow ,i___·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. _ 5 A CID P -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i . ! 

i Ex. 5 AC/DP i 
t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 
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Ex. 5 AC/DP 
I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Sound ok? 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; 
Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. 
If you can only answer some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these 
issues, but to me it seems the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
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Tom Allen 

Yk-fP.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Stachowiak, Robert[Stachowiak. Robert@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Cody, 
Meredith[cody.meredith@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 11 :44:20 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: Tom Allen ? 

Dropping David and Matt. Is there a draft? I don't recall seeing that. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Apr 30, 2019, at 8:35 PM, Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Steve, 

i i 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, 
Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith 
<cody.meredith@epa.gov> 
Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

This morning I talked this through with Heidi and Carrie. While this is arising in the context of a specific email below, 

Ex. SAC/DP 
I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Sound ok? 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 
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From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. If you can only 
answer some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these issues, but to me it seems 
the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: 
From: 

Wheeler, Andrew[wheeler.andrew@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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To: ____ Wheeler, _Andrew[wheeler.andrew@epa.gov] 
From: i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
Sent: •-·-··sar13TT072U'l"9"TO:O5:29-·A"1Vr{UTCY--"-·-·-·-·' 
Subject: Pebble Mine decision 

Administrator Wheeler: 

The recent announcement of the EPA decision to no longer oppose the Alaska Pebble Mine disregards the Clean Water Act and is a 
violation of it. This decision is in opposition to a 2014 EPA study that this project would cause a complete loss of fish habitat in 

Bristol Bay. Current EPA scientists opposed the project. It appears that this change is a political response to a meeting between 

President Trump and Alaska Governor Dunleavy. The EPA is no longer supporting the mission of the EPA to protect the 

environment and the citizens of the US. The EPA mission is important to all US citizens. 

Thank you. 

r-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

LEx.6.PersonalPnvacy(PP)! 

Graham, NC 
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To: 
From: 

Willey, Katharine(willey. katharine@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 

ED_002890_00167785-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production01 O 



To: Barnhart, Megan[barnhart.megan@epa.gov] 
Cc: Knight, Kelly[knight.kelly@epa.gov]; Tyler, Tom[Tyler.Tom@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
From: Tomiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E43D67FE354A4D06BE80AFA6EB65E614-TOMIAK, ROB] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 10:15:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thanks for the leg work on this. I've forwarded David's proposed response to Q3. 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 5:05 PM, Barnhart, Megan <barnhart.megan@epa.gov> wrote: 

Rob, 

It looks from the email chain like this is due today. The only questions that pertain to OFA are questions 3 and 4. 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1 

!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

From: Tomiak, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:21 PM 
To: Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan 
<barnhart.megan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy <Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any concerns? 

MeganL_Ex._ 6_Personal_Privacy (PP)__irequest you please staff this a bit. I've copied David and Jill. ... l assume they 

authored the responses, but can't tell from the limited email chain. 

Thanks, Rob 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 4:15:12 PM EST 
To: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>, "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>, 
"Block, Molly" <block.molly@epa.gov>, "Konkus, John" <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 
<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; 
Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is 
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what we put together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 
From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 
determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter h21EPilii'i'!Tt771;v'fisC-·

1 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 
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From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 
be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 
a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Knight, Kelly[knight.kelly@epa.gov]; Tyler, Tom[Tyler.Tom@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan[barnhart.megan@epa.gov]; 
Abrams, Nancy[Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov] 
From: Tomiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E43D67FE354A4D06BE80AFA6EB65E614-TOMIAK, ROB] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 10:09:57 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Agreed, I like your language better. Thanks for the quick response. 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 5:03 PM, Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Rob - Jill and I did not author the proposed response to Q#3 - my understanding is that Lee Forsgren and/or David 
; ___ Fotouhi_ did._ Saw an_earlier _draft_of_this_response_and _asked that_ OP _be _consulted. ___ Un_less_ l've_missed_ somethi_ng, ______ ; 
i i 
i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i i 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

, .................................................................................... ..,, ________________ _ 
R. David Allnutt. Director <image00l.png> 

<image002.png> 
<image003.png> <image004.png> 

Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 

From: Tomiak, Robert 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 1:21 PM 
To: Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan 
<Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy <Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any concerns? 

Meganl._Ex._ 6_ Persona_! _Privacy (PP)__: request you please staff this a bit. I've copied David and Jill. ... l assume they 
authored the responses, but can't tell from the limited email chain. 

Thanks, Rob 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 4:15:12 PM EST 
To: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>, "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>, 
"Block, Molly" <block.molly@epa.gov>, "Konkus, John" <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" 
<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 
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From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly 

<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 

Konkus, John 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; 

Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is 

what we put together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response touches on One Federal Decision and I think 

i _ your _office_ l_eads_ the E~_ncgr' ow:,t;~~~1i~; op~~~';~~(b:P)x._S_Delibe_rative _Proi~:~-~--(~_~_) __ j 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 
determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 

finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 
Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 
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Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: ! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP)! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 
be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 
a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Tomiak, Robert[tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; Knight, Kelly[knight.kelly@epa.gov]; Tyler, Tom[Tyler.Tom@epa.gov]; Barnhart, 
Megan[barnhart.megan@epa.gov] 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy[Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28FSBF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 10:03:23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob - Jill and I did not author the proposed response to Q#3 - my understanding is that Lee Forsgren and/or David Fotouhi did. Saw 
; a_n_ earlier_draft_ of this_response_ a_nd _asked_that OP _be_cons_ulted. ___ Unless _I've_ missed _som_ething,i_ Ex. 5 Deliberative_ Process (DP) _i ____________________ ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

•• 

From: Tomiak, Robert 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 1:21 PM 
To: Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov>; Barnhart, Megan <Barnhart.Megan@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy <Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Any concerns? 

Megan:l_ Ex._ 6 _Personal __ Privacy_(_PP). i request you please staff this a bit. I've copied David and Jill. ... l assume they authored the 
responses, but can't tell from the limited email chain. 

Thanks, Rob 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 4:15:12 PM EST 
To: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>, "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy" <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Block, Molly" 
<block.molly@epa.gov>, "Konkus, John" <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, 
"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 
<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, 
Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
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Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is what we put 

together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc' ed you because a mi nor portion of our re~_P..Q!J.'.?.~_tQ.!).J;:_Q~_'.? __ Q.□_Q_Q~.J~.Q-~[9._l_{l_~~-i5J9n_2JlQ.Jtb.Ltl.~.-V..Q_!).LQ.ffo::e 
leads the agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA) i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 

r·---------------------------·-Ex:-·iro·e1i6eraiive·P·rociss-·(fi"Pf--------------------------r · 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to 

comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why 

did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that 

comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, 

then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: ! E,.6P,csonalP,;vacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on TwitterJ\g>EP/,northwest 
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Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 
answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when 

you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Knight, Kelly[knight.kelly@epa.gov]; Tyler, Tom[Tyler.Tom@epa.gov]; Barnhart, Megan[barnhart.megan@epa.gov]; Allnutt, 
David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Abrams, Nancy[Abrams.Nancy@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov] 
From: Tomiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E43D67FE354A4D06BE80AFA6EB65E614-TOMIAK, ROB] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 9:25:14 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Tom: please contact our CEQ OFD liaisoq ____________________________ Ex. __ 5 _ De_l i be rative __ Process_ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__.i 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:20 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Any concerns? 
Megan:l_ ____ ~~:--~-~~!.~!>..~~-~-.!>._~i_y~_c._~ _ _(!'_~L___: request you please staff this a bit. I've copied David and Jill ... .I assume 
they authored the responses, but can't tell from the limited email chain. 

Thanks, Rob 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann. Sand c e a. ov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 4: 15: 12 PM EST 
To: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>, "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Dennis, Allison" <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>, "Grantham, Nancy" 
<Grantham.Nanc eve a. ov>, "Block, Molly" <block.molly@epa.gov>, "Konkus, John" 
<konkus.john@epa.gov>, "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea (l)e a. ov>, "Skadowski, 
Suzanne" <Skadowski. Suzanne c e a. ov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 
<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; 
Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is 
what we put together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response touches on One Federal Decision and I think 
your office leads the agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA). This response is due to the reporter 
today and Suzanne has offered to send the response to the reporter upon OPA approval. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 
opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 
finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: L Ex. 6 Personal Privacy_(PP)i 

Follow us on Twitter! ~----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 
a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 
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Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 

<Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry RIO draft response OGCandOWedits_Rl0finalv3.docx> 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
Cc: Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Connors, 
Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Santell, Stephanie[Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov]; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam[WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov]; Schofield, Kate[Schofield.Kate@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin.John@epa.gov[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 5/8/2019 2:48:00 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Folks- spoke to Lee last night and he wa~ Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
John '"·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 6, 2019, at 8:20 PM, Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks, Palmer. 
I'm fine with the timeframe that you're giving Lee and Chris. No need to change the schedule, I wanted to 
make sure they had ample time to review. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 6, 2019, at 6: 16 PM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

Brian 

I think our plan would be to get the draft to Chris/Lee level folks on 5/20 and ask for comments by 5/28 
so we have time to work with them to resolve comments by 5/31, sorry for not including that level of 
granularity. 

i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

1 
Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 

i ! 
i ! 
t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

-Palmer 

From: Frazer, Brian 
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2019 6:05 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra 
<Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov>; WigginsLewis, Miriam 
<Wiggins Lewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Palmer, 

Looks good. One quick comment, what's the actual time Lee and Chris will have to review. I'm asking 
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because you will be responding to edits during the same time period. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Director 

Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 6, 2019, at 5:24 PM, Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> wrote: 

John/Brian/Russ 

Just following up on this email from 5/1. Please let me know if you are ok with the 

i ___ s_~b-~9_l!_l_~.l.9~_r.!!if!~_g __ ~~J.~w and that you arei Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 6:17 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 

Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie 
<Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; 

Schofield, Kate <Schofield. Kate@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

John/Brian/Russ 

Just wanted to follow-up with you from today's RfC meeting regarding two points: 

1. Schedule ( ): 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the schedule and if youi Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)! [·E;~--s--o;iib;;;·ti-~;-p-~~~;-~;-ioP·)·-i L--------------------------------·-·" 
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Thanks, Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:46 AM 

To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 

Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra 

<Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie <Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Morning, Folks-do I need to continue to be included here? I have been on these invites 

since early on when we were first discussing the disposition of the request, but haven't 

participated because Palmer has been covering. I think I can re-engage when we are 

briefed on the outcome and next steps. Also, if Palmer is still out, trust one of you will 

cover in his absence today. 
Let me know what you recommend. 

Thanks 

John 

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:11 AM 

To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@ epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, 

Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, 

Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 

<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, 
Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, 

Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Good morning All, 

Please find attached the agenda for this afternoon's Scoping Team meeting for RFC 19001-

Bristol Bay. 

Kevin and I are looking forward to a very interesting meeting for this most important topic. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov]; Hough, Palmer[Hough.Palmer@epa.gov] 
Goodin.John@epa.gov[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Thur 5/23/2019 10:15:16 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Fwd: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Will connect tomorrow on Lee's initial take. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Brown, DonaldM" <Brown.DonaldM c e a. ov> 
Date: May 23, 2019 at 4:53:57 PM CDT 
To: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Allnutt, David" 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "Neugeboren, Steven" <Neu eboren.Steven d.Je a. ov>, "Bahadori, Tina" 
<Bahadori. Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Tallent, Robert" <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, 
"Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert e a. ov>, "Allnutt, David" 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "WigginsLewis, Miriam" <Wi insLewis.Miriam c e a. ov>, "Frazer, Brian" 
<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Russell" <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>, "Frithsen, Jeff' 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>, "VanDrunick, Suzanne" <vanDrunick.Suzanne c e a. ov>, "Schofield, Kate" 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>, "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" 
<She ard.Trac c e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Kirby, Kevin" <KIRBY.KEVIN d.JEPA.GOV>, "Goodin, John" 
<Goodin.J ohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding 
EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 
response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 
email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 
28th

• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 
Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 
<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 
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Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 

Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 

I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 

regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 
context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 
<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 
OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The _pm p OS e d_ re View . SC he d U l_e _ i S : -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 
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Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

<RIO ORA Briefing Paper Template_Bristol Bay_05232019.docx> 
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To: Peay, Peggy[Peay.Peggy@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin.John@epa.gov[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tue 5/14/2019 6:36: 17 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: R10 comments on Pebble/BBWA draft RFC response 
mime-attachment 
ATT00001.htm 
mime-attachment 
A TT00002. htm 

Would you print both attachments? 
Thanks! 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Date: May 12, 2019 at 11:02:26 AM EDT 
To: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Russell" 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Schofield, Kate" <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RlO comments on Pebble/BBW A draft RFC response 

Folks 

FYI, we have received helpful feedback from RlO on the draft RFC response, comments from David A, Ashely P and 
Erik Pare attached. Feel free to add your comments on top of one of these docs. Please provide your comments by 
COB 5/15. 

We plan to turnaround a draft for management review by 5/20 but given the short window for that review period 
which includes simultaneous review by Chris H, Lee F, and their counterpart in ORD we would like to get the 5/20 
draft in as good a shape as possible. 

Thanks, Palmer and Kate 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

Peay, Peggy[Peay.Peggy@epa.gov] 
Goodin.John@epa.gov[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Tue 5/7/2019 5:47:11 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Fwd: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Would you print and put in my book for OD brown bag tomorrow? 
Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Date: May 1, 2019 at 6: 16:37 PM EDT 
To: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Russell" 
<Kaiser. Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Connors, Sandra" <Connors.Sandra c e a. ov>, "Santell, Stephanie" <Santell.Ste hanie e a. ov>, 
"WigginsLewis, Miriam" <Wi ·nsLewis.Miriam c e a. ov>, "Schofield, Kate" <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

John/Brian/Russ 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Please let me know if you have any questions about the schedule and if you arei Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) : 
r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.: L Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) j 

Thanks, Palmer 

From: Goodin, John 
Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 8:46 AM 
To: Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Santell, Stephanie 
<Santell.Stephanie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Morning, Folks-do I need to continue to be included here? I have been on these invites since early on when we were 

first discussing the disposition of the request, but haven't participated because Palmer has been covering. I think I can 
re-engage when we are briefed on the outcome and next steps. Also, if Palmer is still out, trust one of you will cover 
in his absence today. 
Let me know what you recommend. 
Thanks 
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John 

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Wednesday, May 01, 2019 7:11 AM 

To: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer 

<Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russel I <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; 
Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate 

<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; 

Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 

<KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team Meeting agenda 

Good morning All, 

Please find attached the agenda for this afternoon's Scoping Team meeting for RFC 19001- Bristol Bay. 

Kevin and I are looking forward to a very interesting meeting for this most important topic. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 

Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 

Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Peay, Peggy[Peay.Peggy@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin.John@epa.gov[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thur 5/9/2019 9:56:36 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3.docx 
ATT00001.htm 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

Would you print these documents? 
Thanks 
John 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Date: May 8, 2019 at 7:44:33 PM EDT 
To: "Tallent, Robert" <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>, "Brown, DonaldM" <Brown.DonaldM c e a. ov>, 
"Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Elleman, 
Robert" <Elleman.Robert e a. ov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "WigginsLewis, Miriam" 
<Wi · sLewis.Miriam d.Je a. ov>, "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Russell" 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>, "Frithsen, Jeff' <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>, "VanDrunick, Suzanne" 
<vanDrunick.Suzanne c e a. ov>, "Schofield, Kate" <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>, "Bahadori, Tina" 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" <She ard.Trac e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Kirby, Kevin" 
<KIRBY.KEVIN d.JEPA.GOV>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Schofield, Kate" <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments 
due COB 5/15 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine 
project. Also attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a 
revised draft to start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Moore, Kristie[Moore.Kristie@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Eisenberg, 
Mindy[Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov]; Wall, Tom[Wall.Tom@epa.gov]; Yusuf, lstanbul[Yusuf.lstanbul@epa.gov]; Havard, 
James[Havard.James@epa.gov] 
Cc: Connors, Sandra[Connors.Sandra@epa.gov]; Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
From: Huber, Patrick[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=9123282B85554BC897256204954D1 A2B-HUBER, PATRICK] 
Sent: Mon 7/23/2018 2:36:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: PLS READ: ACTION: Update OW Fact Sheets for Administrator hearing by 2p 7/24 
Congressional 2018-07-20 OW Fact sheets.XLSX 

Good morning All, 

Based on the note below from Ann Campbell re: the updates to the OW fact sheets, these are the fact sheets OWOW will update in 
the new format today. Note that Kristie Moore has taken the updates to the fact sheets for several already and uploaded the 
completed factsheets on SharePoint. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

For the updating and creating the fact sheets, please follow the formatting requirements below: 

One Pagers: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
John will review all the priority fact sheets today at 4:00 PM. Should you have any changes to make, please do so by 2:00 PM today in 
SharePoint. Here is that link again to the factsheets on SharePoint. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Kristie Moore. 

Best, 
Patrick 

From: Campbell, Ann 
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2018 2:58 PM 
To: Tiago, Joseph <Tiago.Joseph@epa.gov>; Farris, Erika D.<Farris.Erika@epa.gov>; Crawford, Tiffany <Crawford.Tiffany@epa.gov>; 
Huber, Patrick <Huber.Patrick@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Sawyers, Andrew <Sawyers.Andrew@epa.gov>; 
Nagle, Deborah <Nagle.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Subject: PLS READ: ACTION: Update OW Fact Sheets for Administrator hearing by 2p 7 /24 

Folks, I've received updated information as of today so please read carefully. We've been given a new format for the briefing papers 
(below). The papers we submit by the deadline will need to follow this format. I've added your ODs for awareness purposes. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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0 W _Li st of P ri or i ty Su b j e ct Are as=---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

One Pagers: please use the following format: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Ann Campbell 
Chief of Staff (acting) 
Office of Water 

From: Campbell, Ann 

Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 3:37 PM 
To: Tiago, Joseph <Tiago.Joseph@epa.gov>; Farris, Erika D.<Farris.Erika@epa.gov>; Crawford, Tiffany <Crawford.Tiffany@epa.gov>; 

Huber, Patrick <Huber.Patrick@epa.gov> 

Subject: ACTION: Update OW Fact Sheets for Administrator hearing by 2p 7 /24 

Aloha friends! Elizabeth's note below is self-explanatory. Please update the attached fact sheets, let's say by COB the 23rd so Lee has 

(~~~~~~-~~~r~~~~~~i~=~~~~~~~~~~~=====~ 
As an FYA, these may have been prepared through your budget folks previously as RMS, I believe, ran the original drill which produced 
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these factsheets. So, please keep your folks in the loop. Much appreciated. 

Ann Campbell 

Chief of Staff (acting) 

Office of Water 

From: Skane, Elizabeth 

Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2018 3:14 PM 

To: Campbell, Ann <Campbell.Ann@epa.gov> 
Cc: Klasen, Matthew <Klasen.Matthew@epa.gov>; Borum, Denis <Borum.Denis@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Sven-Erik <Kaiser.Sven

Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: Action: Update OW Fact Sheets for Administrator hearing by 2p 7 /24 

Hi Ann, welcome back! Hope you had a lovely break. 

l_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~:-.~--~~!.~?.~~~--'='!.~.Y-~.~X.-(~_~) ___________________________________ i we have I earned the Administrator wil I I ikely testify before 
Senate EPW on 8/1 or 8/2 on his priorities. OCIR would like to provide him with an updated briefing book. To that end we are 
requesting an update to the OW fact sheets NLT 2pm Tuesday July 24. 

I've attached what we believe to be the universe of OW fact sheets; our team will go through the rest to make sure the set is complete 

but we wanted to get these out to you ASAP. 

« File: OW Fact Sheets.zip » 
Many thanks and again, welcome back! 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Skane • 202. 564. 5696 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
WJC North 3443S 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Frazer, Brian[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=572986D04 7624669891 DA90708433DA 1-BRIAN FRAZER] 
Sent: Tue 3/12/2019 10:44:38 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

John, 
I agree. Will make folks and discuss this as we proceed. I will stop by for a quick chat tomorrow. 

bf 

********************************************* 
Brian Frazer, Acting Director 
Oceans, Wetlands and Communities Division 
Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-1652 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Mar 12, 2019, at 1 :52 PM, Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> wrote: 

Need a quick chat to make sure we brief up on this as the permit review proceeds 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Date: March 12, 2019 at 12:39:04 PM EDT 
To: "Tallent, Robert" <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>, "Brown, DonaldM" 
<Brown.DonaldM e a. ov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, "Peterson, 
Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Elleman, Robert" <Elleman.Robert e a. ov>, "Allnutt, 
David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "WigginsLewis, Miriam" <Wi · sLewis.Miriam d.Je a. ov>, 
"Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Frithsen, Jeff' <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>, 
"vanDrunick, Suzanne" <vanDrunick.Suzanne c e a. ov>, "Schofield, Kate" 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>, "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" 
<She ard.Trac e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Kirby, Kevin" <KIRBY.KEVIN d.JEPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Folks 

At our last meeting Kate and I agreed to: 
1. Develop a list of the issues raised by CEI in its Nov 2018 RfC letter (attached) 
2. Develop a few sample responses to these issues 

Attached please find the draft issue list, including a few sample responses (big kudos to Kate). During 
tomorrow's meeting we would like your feedback on both the issues list and the level of detail in our 
sample responses. 
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Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 

Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 10:46 AM 

To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Elleman, Robert; Allnutt, David; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam; Goodin, John; Hough, Palmer; Frithsen, Jeff; van Dru nick, Suzanne; Schofield, 
Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Kirby, Kevin 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

When: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 3:00 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6340K 

Hello Everyone 

We would like to continue our work on the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

The meeting will be held in WJC West Room 6340K if you are in the DC area. 

Otherwise the call in number is! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 

Conference code is l'"""''°"""···'"""'I ' 
1 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob Tallent 

EQMD 

<key issues_ RFC 19001 _responses_ 3-12-19. docx> 

<RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pd±> 
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To: Peay, Peggy[Peay.Peggy@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Tue 5/14/2019 6:36:20 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: R10 comments on Pebble/BBWA draft RFC response 
Attachment 
ATT00001.htm 
Attachment 
A TT00002. htm 

Would you print both attachments? 
Thanks! 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Date: May 12, 2019 at 11:02:26 AM EDT 
To: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Russell" 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Schofield, Kate" <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: RlO comments on Pebble/BBW A draft RFC response 

Folks 

FYI, we have received helpful feedback from RlO on the draft RFC response, comments from David A, Ashely P and 
Erik Pare attached. Feel free to add your comments on top of one of these docs. Please provide your comments by 
COB 5/15. 

We plan to turnaround a draft for management review by 5/20 but given the short window for that review period 
which includes simultaneous review by Chris H, Lee F, and their counterpart in ORD we would like to get the 5/20 
draft in as good a shape as possible. 

Thanks, Palmer and Kate 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Russell[Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov] 
From: Goodin, John[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3EAC342F280A4B9DB4079C81F66D1913-JGOODIN] 
Sent: Tue 3/12/2019 5:52:03 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Fwd: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 
key issues RFC19001 responses 3-12-19.docx 
ATT00001.htm 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 
A TT00002. htm 

Need a quick chat to make sure we brief up on this as the permit review proceeds 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Date: March 12, 2019 at 12:39:04 PM EDT 
To: "Tallent, Robert" <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>, "Brown, DonaldM" <Brown.DonaldM c e a. ov>, 
"Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle c e a. ov>, "Peterson, Erik" <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>, "Elleman, 
Robert" <Elleman.Robert@epa.i::,ov>, "Allnutt, David" <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>, "WigginsLewis, Miriam" 
<Wi ·nsLewis.Miriam c e a. ov>, "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Frithsen, Jeff' 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>, "vanDrunick, Suzanne" <vanDrunick.Suzanne c e a. ov>, "Schofield, Kate" 
<Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>, "Bahadori, Tina" <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>, "Sheppard, Tracy" 
<She ard.Trac e a. ov>, "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Wehling, Carrie" 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>, "Kirby, Kevin" <KIRBY.KEVIN dJEPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 

Folks 

At our last meeting Kate and I agreed to: 
1. Develop a list of the issues raised by CEI in its Nov 2018 RfC letter (attached) 
2. Develop a few sample responses to these issues 

Attached please find the draft issue list, including a few sample responses (big kudos to Kate). During tomorrow's 
meeting we would like your feedback on both the issues list and the level of detail in our sample responses. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----

From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 10:46 AM 
To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Peterson, Erik; Elleman, Robert; Allnutt, David; Wigginslewis, 
Miriam; Goodin, John; Hough, Palmer; Frithsen, Jeff; van Dru nick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, 
Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Kirby, Kevin 
Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Team meeting 
When: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 3:00 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 
Where: WJC West Room 6340K 

Hello Everyone 

We would like to continue our work on the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

The meeting will be held in WJC West Room 6340K if you are in the DC area . 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
i i 

Otherwise the call in number is! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
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r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Conference code is i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
l-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob Tallent 

EQMD 
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To: Marshall, Tom[marshall.tom@epa.gov]; Hoppe, Allison[hoppe.allison@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 6:36:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 
Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (2310A) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: EPA Press Office 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:57 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

U.S. Environrnental Protection A.gency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubsc:ribe 

ED_002890_00192518-00002 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 

Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Thur 7/11/2019 10:09:25 PM (UTC) 

Subject: Fwd: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Stern, Allyn" <Stem.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Date: July 11, 2019 at 5:35:03 PM EDT 
To: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashle 
Subject: Re: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Chris saw the previous draft and provided me a couple comments this afternoon. He said he thought we 

l ______ Ex . __ 5 __ D e_l_ i_be_ ra t_i v e __ Process ___ (DP) ______ I 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 
stem. allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 11, 2019, at 2:04 PM, Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> wrote: 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble 
Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

<Draft - Withdrawal of2014 Proposed Determination_l 1July2019.docx> 
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To: Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :53:49 PM (UTC) 
Subject: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice- word version 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
ATT00001.htm 
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To: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David[fotouhi.david@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :23:26 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 

Matt and David -Attached is the latest version of the draft withdrawal notice for your review. In this version,! Ex. s Deliberative Process (DP) i 
:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1:x. ·s-oe h be ra t1ve ·process (D"P) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· f ! 

[ ·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. __ 5 _ Deli_berative _ Process_ (D P) _____________________________________________ !Thanks, Heidi · 
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To: Fotouhi, David[fotouhi.david@epa.gov] 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 5:51 :28 PM (UTC) 
Subject: For your review: Current working draft of Pebble Mine withdrawal notice 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 
Withdrawal of Proposed Rules Primer.docx 
Draft FD comparison.docx 

Hi David -

Attached is the current working version of the withdrawal notice. As you will see, there are a few areas I am still trying to sort 

through. I am also seeking your feedback in a few places. In particular, l_ __________________________ Ex .. 5. Deliberative_ Process_ (DP)·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___: 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 1 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

[ _·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 _De Ii be rati ve _Process _(_DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___i Once I add th at in, I p I an to 
circulate a draft for technical program staff review. I am not sure of their schedules although they generally know something is 
coming for review. Given this, do you have a sense_of_the_ schedule _here? __ Based on _la_st_ week's _meeting,_we_ have _bee_n_working ____________ , 

towards getting Matt a revised version for Friday. l_ _______________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process_ (DP) _________________________________________________ ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

In the meantime, I am going to continue working through the issues. Please let us know if you have questions or if you prefer to 
meet tomorrow to discuss this draft. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

ED_002890_00194919-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov]; Stern, Allyn[Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 7/22/2019 5:24:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Latest working draft of withdrawal notice for 3pm/noon meeting 
Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination 18July2019.docx 

Attached is the latest working draft of the withdrawal notice for our discussion. 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Fri 7/26/2019 1 :27:56 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Draft PD withdrawal notice review - thank you 

Sorry Heidi. Hang in there. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

R. David Allnutt, Acting Director 
Superfund & Emergency Management Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 4:37 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Stern, 
Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Grandinetti, Cami <Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft PD withdrawal notice review - thank you 

Many thanks to everyone for your quick review and helpful feedback. Folks identified good catches and I really appreciate having a 
few eyes on this as this whole processes has moved quickly. I am now going to take the version on sharepoint and work offline to 
clean this up so please don't add anything to sharepoint (since I won't be looking at it). I have been directed to prepare one last 

clean version for senior leadership by COB tomorrow. If you identify a critical ch;arure.Jhat.ne.eds...to_b.e_m.adeJ:omarrn.w~.fe.eJ.fre.e.to ___ ; 

let me know. 1 will be following up with folks individually as needed tomorrow. i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
[ _______________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _ De Ii be rative __ Process __ (DP) ______________________________________________________ .! · 

Thanks again, 
Heidi 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 7:44 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 
<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; LaCroix, Matthew <LaCroix.Matthew@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@ epa.gov>; Stern, 
Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael 
<Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: For your review by 3pm eastern/12pm pacific tomorrow (Thursday): Draft PD withdrawal notice 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Thanks for your patience and review, 
Heidi 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Mutz, John (Fletcher)[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=FEAA6512608B46548048FS0S0ED4 7658-MUTZ, JOHN] 
Sent: Thur 7/11/2019 9:06:22 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Ok, thanks. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2019 5:05 PM 
To: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Mutz, John (Fletcher) <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn 
<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov> 
Subject: For Matt's binder tonight: Draft Withdrawal Notice 

Attached is the latest version of the draft notice withdrawing the proposed determination for the Pebble Deposit Area. 

Fletcher - Please include this in Matt's binder for tonight. 

Thanks, 
Heidi 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Sheppard, Tracy[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=63186A03F8E1401 SBA94B59C699363FC-SHEPPARD, TRACY] 
Sent: Mon 5/20/2019 2:32:23 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

I'm available. 

Tracy L. Sheppard, Attorney-Advisor, 
US EPA, Office of General Counsel 
Sheppard. T racy@epa.gov 
(202) 564-1305 office 

I Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i mobile 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

CONFIDENTIAL communication for internal deliberations only; may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work 
product, or otherwise privileged material; do not distribute outside EPA or DOJ. 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:27 AM 
To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Hi Tracy-Are you free at 2:00 today to join part of a Bristol Bay call? I would ask to rearrange the agenda so that the RFC is the first 
item. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:06 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

; Ex. 5 AC/DP ; ,Th~D.K?._tb.9.f ~.h~.1.Rf 4L.i l, 
I L-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•• I 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
i i 
i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 9:51 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Steve -We have been working with Tracy in CCILO on the CEI request for correction response. We talked to Tracy and her OEI 

cl i e nts a bout l_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-Ex. _ 5 _ AC ID P -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___i r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•'""•-•-•-•-•-.,_•-•-•-•-•-•-'•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•--•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•.1•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•.,.-•_,•-•-•-•-•-•-•'""•-~•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•.,.-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-~•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•'""•_.•-•-•-•'""•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-"--•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-. 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
i ! 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
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·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Does that answer your question? Do you still want me to see if Tracy can join the call today? 

Adding Tracy so she can add to or correct anything in my email. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2019 2:32 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 

Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

)'_m_ back in_the_ office_to_m_orrow. ___ Adding my folks. L _______________________________ Ex. 5 AC/DP-------------------------------! ___ , 
! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 

l. •--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-EX. __ 5 _ AC/ D P -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i Th a n ks. ; 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 8:32 AM 

To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thanks, Palmer- appreciate all the effort to get the draft to this point. Let's make sure to spend a few minutes Monday on the 
process here and its relationship to the permit action. 

Thanks 

John 

Sent from my iPhone 
On May 16, 2019, at 7:05 PM, Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Palmer. ORD AA-level review has commenced. Kate and I will stoke the fire as it moves forward! Thanks again 

to the two of you for doing such an exceptional job. The revised response looks even stronger than the first. 

Tina 

Tina Bahadori, Sc.D. 
Director, National Center for Environmental Assessment (EPA/ORD/NCEA) 
National Program Director, Human Health Risk Assessment (EPA/ORD/HHRA) 

From: Hough, Palmer 
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Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 
<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 

Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Nalven, Heidi[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=0B698043B7EE461198A 73177935098D4-HNALVEN] 
Sent: Mon 5/20/2019 6:35:37 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Of course! 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 2:35 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Can you loop me in on what CCILO puts together? Thanks! 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Can we cover the RFC first on the agenda so Tracy can join for that item per Steve's request? 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:06 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

_ Th a n_ks th at' s _he I pf u I ._j__ ________________________________________________________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 _ A CJD P -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·__l_ 
i ! 

1 Ex. 5 AC/DP i 
i ! 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 9:51 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 

Subject: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Steve -We have been working with Tracy in CCILO on the CEI request for correction response. We talked to Tracy and her OEI 

_clients_ a bouj""·""'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"''-Ex.c 5" AC/DP "·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""·""i 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Does that answer your question? Do you still want me to see if Tracy can join the call today? 

Adding Tracy so she can add to or correct anything in my email. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2019 2:32 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

I'm back in the office tomorrow. Adding my folks! Ex. 5 AC/DP i 
.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~················································································•1---~ ' ' 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 8:32 AM 
To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thanks, Palmer- appreciate all the effort to get the draft to this point. Let's make sure to spend a few minutes Monday on the 

process here and its relationship to the permit action. 

Thanks 

John 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 16, 2019, at 7:05 PM, Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Palmer. ORD AA-level review has commenced. Kate and I will stoke the fire as it moves forward! Thanks again 

to the two of you for doing such an exceptional job. The revised response looks even stronger than the first. 
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Tina 

Tina Bahadori, Sc.D. 
Director, National Center for Environmental Assessment (EPA/ORD/NCEA) 
National Program Director, Human Health Risk Assessment (EPA/ORD/HHRA) 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<GoodinJohn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/ Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 
OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The_ Pro posed . review_ sch ed u_ I e_ is:·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 
respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 
discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 
Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
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Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
Cc: Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]; Fotouhi, David[Fotouhi.David@epa.gov]; Wehling, 
Carrie[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 7/24/2019 11 :32:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: For your review: latest draft of Bristol Bay PD withdrawal notice 

Thank you Heidi for your excellent and swift work! 

Sent from my iPhone 
Steven Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-5488 

On Jul 24, 2019, at 7:23 PM, Nalven, Heidi wrote: 

Matt and David -Attached is the latest version of the draft withdrawal notice for your review. In this version, i "'°'' 00'""""""'°"' i 
i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ' !-·-·-·-·-·· 

r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 Deliberative_ Process_ (D_P) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-trha n ks, 
Heidi 

<Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_ l 8July2019. docx> 
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To: Neugeboren, Steven[Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov] 
From: Wehling, Carrie[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E3ESSF11 FDC7489698BE69849B301 DA6-CWEHLING] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:53:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 
image2019-06-26-084914.pdf 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 
Assistant General Counsel 
Water Law Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 
wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Allnutt, David 
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:49 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 
<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

From: Hough, Palmer 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science 
Division 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155. 14-D12 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3123 
(206) 553-2581 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 10:48 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Eisenberg, Mindy <Eisenberg.Mindy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Bloomberg has been tweeting the news that EPA will be re-opening its proposal to withdraw the 2014 PD 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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Message 

From: Neugeboren, Steven [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CFD837AC503949A9820715B53BA921E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: 7/26/2019 6:43:13 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov]; Carrie Wehling [Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 

Subject: sn comments 072519_ Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination.docx 

Attachments: sn comments 072519_ Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination.docx 
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Message 

From: Neugeboren, Steven [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CFD837AC503949A9820715B53BA921E6-SNEUGEBO] 

Sent: 7/23/2019 1:28:15 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi [Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
CC: Allyn Stern [Stern.Allyn@epa.gov] 
Subject: comments on draft withdrawal notice 
Attachments: sn comments Withdrawal of 2014 Proposed Determination_18July2019.docx 

Here are my comments. Thanks for the fabulous and hard work. Talk to you at 1. 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

202 (564-5488) 
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To: Carrie Wehling[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nalven, Heidi[Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov] 
From: Neugeboren, Steven[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=CFD837 AC503949A982071 SB53BA921 E6-SNEUGEBO] 
Sent: Wed 5/1/2019 6:43:27 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen ? 

Carrie - I hadn't noticed matt's response from last night before we talked. Heidi and I just spoke. So I think we should put on the 

agenda to give him the history and context as originally planned. 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 8:35 PM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tom Allen? 

Hi Steve, 

' ! 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP I i ! 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Matthew Z. Leopold 
General Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(202) 564-8040 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 11:53 AM 
To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie 
<Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Cody, Meredith <cody.meredith@epa.gov> 

Cc: Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Subject: Tom Allen? 

Matt - Rob and Cody have passed along your request for a draft response to this email. 

This_ morn_ing_l_ ta_lked_ this.through _with.Heidi _and_Carrie_. __ Whi_le_ this_is arisin_g_ i_n_th_e_ context.of a specific email _below) _Ex._ 5 AC/DP: __ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
! i 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
( _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ i 

Sound ok? 
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Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Stachowiak, Robert 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 6:17 PM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Tom Allen - ? 

Robert Stachowiak 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Acting Associate Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel (231 DA) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 564-0580 

From: Leopold, Matt (OGC) 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Stachowiak, Robert <Stachowiak.Robert@epa.gov> 
Cc: Mutz, John <mutz.john@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Tom Allen - ? 

Hi Rob, do you have a draft for me to review? Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Allen <thomas@markeallenlaw.com> 
Date: April 29, 2019 at 4:26:36 PM EDT 
To: "leopold.matt@epa.gov" <leopold.matt@epa.gov> 
Subject: Tom Allen - ? 

Mr. Leopold, 

Do you intend on responding to my previous emails? I know I have some tough questions. If you can only answer 
some that would not offend me. Again, you are the expert on these issues, but to me it seems the PD should go. 

Respectfu I ly, 
Tom Allen 

Yk-91.~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:49:09 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site 

Thank you! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle·-·-·-·-
0: 206-553-2160 C:] Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter!

0

@JEPAnorthwest · 

Like us on Facebook! @e_e.areqion.10 

From: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:44 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:25 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site 

This is the final release HQ sent. It looks like they accepted at least some of your edits .... ? Could you make sure please and let me 
know if your comments on the email notice are still ok? THANK YOU!! 

From: EPA Press Office <press@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 2:00 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue ~forthwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscribe-
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:44:56 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:23 AM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Detwiler, Susan K.<detwiler.susan@epa.gov>; Fordham, Tami 
<Fordham.Tami@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan 
<0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia <mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Brown, Leah <Brown.Leah@epa.gov>; Castanon, Lisa <Castanon.Lisa@epa.gov>; Vaughan, Molly 
<Vaughan.Molly@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Herbst, John <herbst.john@epa.gov>; Wilson, Wenona 
<Wilson.Wenona@epa.gov>; Murphy, Stacy <Murphy.Stacy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Sent to our regional Bristol Bay news media contacts list. 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific NorJ!l.'.(il_e.?.f:._5_e_a_tf!_e ____ , 
0: 206-553-2160 C:! Ex.6Persona1Pnvacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twittert @!EP/1.northwest 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:20 AM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA withdraws 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination 

Good Morning: 

Sharing today's news release from EPA's Headquarters office in Wash. DC. If you have any questions or need any more information 

about this announcement, please email press@epa.gov. 

Link to a pre-publication notice of the withdrawal of the 2014 Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(c) Proposed Determination: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/notification-decision-withdraw-proposed-determination-restrict-use-area-disposal-site 

Link to EPA and Corps of Engineers letters regarding the Pebble Mine Clean Water Act 404(q) permit review process: 
https://www.epa.gov/bristolbay/epas-comments-us-army-corps-engineers-draft-section-404-permit 

Thank you, 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Region 10 Pacific Nor.thw.es.t.:.5eIJttle. 
Q: 206-553-2160 c:1 Ex.6.Personal.Privacy(PP)_i 

Follow us on Twitter! ~----
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: EPA Press Office 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 1:53 PM 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site - Preview 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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U S. Environinental Protection Agency 

·1200 Ponnsylvania /\venue 1-.Jorthwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

UnsubscnbG 
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To: Skadowski, Suzanne[Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:36:52 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site 

Making edits now and will send back to you 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 11:25 AM 
To: Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a 
Disposal Site 

This is the final release HQ sent. It looks like they accepted at least some of your edits .... ? Could you make sure please and let me 
know if your comments on the email notice are still ok? THANK YOU!! 

From: EPA Press Office -Hl'~~~,.gQy, 

Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 2:00 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy -==~===~===
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal 
Site 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

'1200 Pennsylvania Avenue t·~orthwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

Unsubscnbe 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 

Palomaki, Ashley [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=51778D942F2741F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
7/9/2019 5:25:48 PM 

To: Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
Subject: FW: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

<!--[if lte mso 15 II CheckWebRef]--> 

Pa:ornakL Ashley has Business with you. To it, click the below, 

~ Withdrawa! of 2Crl4 Proposed Deterrnination_5Ju:y2019.docx 

<!--[endif]--> 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 

Sent: Tuesday, July 09, 2019 10:24 AM 

To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Szerlog, 

Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; laCroix, Matthew 

<laCroix. Matthew@epa.gov> 

Cc: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; McGrath, Patricia 

<mcgrath.patricia@epa.gov> 

Subject: For your review by noon on Wed: Draft withdrawal notice 

All -Attached is draft FR notice withdrawing the PD. Please provide any edits/comments you have by noon tomorrow. 
We will be providing a draft to David Fotouhi by COB tomorrow for his input. It's due to Matt Leopold by COB on 

Thursday. Please keep this close hold. 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 
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To: Palomaki, Ashley[Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov] 
From: Frithsen, Jeff[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E37 43BD6F3C345BAAAE407C 1 D6F78E92-FRITHSEN, JEFF] 
Sent: Tue 5/28/2019 1 :23:36 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Ashley: 

Thanks for keeping me in the loop and in the know. 

Hope you are doing well these days. 

Jeff 

Jeffrey B. Frithsen, Ph.D. 
National Program Director 
Chemical Safety for Sustainability Research Program 
Office of Research and Development (8101R) 
202-564-3512 (office phone) 

L Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) J ce ! ! p h One) 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 3:39 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Hi Allyn-

A clean briefing paper with my edits and OGC review is attached for transmission to Chris. 

Erik and Donald - I removed reference to a meeting on the first page. 

Thanks! Happy holiday weekend, all. 

Ashley 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Peterson, Erik 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:45 AM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
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Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam 
<WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff 
<Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; 
Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: RE: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Allyn, 

Including everyone for awareness. 

An updated draft of the briefing pa per is attached!.__ _________________________________________ Ex. __ 5 __ De I i_berative _ P_rocess _ (DP) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

l _____________________________________________________________ E x. ___ S ____ D e I_ i be _rat i_v e ____ P_ r o c es s ___ ( D _ P_) __________________________________________________________ ___! 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Erik Peterson 
U.S. EPA, Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite #155 
Mail Code: 14-D2 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3188 
(206) 553-6382 

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 8:00 AM 
To: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John 
<Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 
Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: Re: Please read: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 
mine 

Thanks Carrie.! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 1' 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
On May 24, 2019, at 6:38 AM, Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> wrote: 

____ Hi,. a 11 .. We_ meet with_ M_att_ to.discuss this_ RFC yesterda~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. __ 5 _ AC/D_P _____________________________________________________ j _ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
Please call me if you have questions. 

Thanks. 

Carrie 

Caroline (Carrie) Wehling 

Assistant General Counsel 

Water Law Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington DC 20004 
202-564-5492 

wehling.carrie@epa.gov 

From: Brown, DonaldM 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 5:54 PM 
To: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 

<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; 

Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell 

<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; VanDrunick, Suzanne 
<vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble 

mine 

Good Afternoon All, 

This email is to provide an update to the scoping team on Region lO's progress in engaging the RA on the draft 

response to the RFC from CEI. Below you will find an email that I sent with the briefing document (attached to this 

email) the involved staff will use to brief our RA on the RFC, and that meeting is scheduled to occur on Tuesday, May 
28th

• We will provide further updates once that meeting has occurred. 

Thanks, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM ·c1 cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Brown, DonaldM 
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Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: RlO-ORA <R10-0RA@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Anderson-Carnahan, Linda <Anderson-Carnahan.Linda@epa.gov>; Kelly, 

Christine M <kelly.christinem@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert 

<Elleman.Robert@ epa.gov>; Szerlog, Michael <Szerlog.Michael@epa.gov> 

Subject: RA Briefing Document for 5/28 Meeting with LSASD regarding Bristol Bay 

Good Morning, 

Attached you will find the briefing document for a meeting with the RA on May 28, 2019, regarding the Bristol Bay 
Watershed report and the Information Quality Act Request for Correction process. Additionally, I have attached a 

draft response developed by Region 10 and EPA HQ that will provide additional information to the RA on the briefing. 
I noticed that the meeting on May 28th is currently entitled 'Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division', but it 

may be helpful to provide a more descriptive title (e.g., Competitive Enterprise lnstitute's Request for Correction 

regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) to ensure all participants understand the subject and 

context of the meeting. Please let me know if you need any additional information or have any questions. 

Thank You, 
Donald M. Brown, Regional Quality Assurance Manager 
Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division 
USEP A Region 10 
1200 6th Avenue, Suite 155, 14-Dl2 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Voice: (206) 553-0717 
BrO\rn. DonaldM 'ct cpa.gov (Please note the "M") 

From: Hough, Palmer 

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 

<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBY.l<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 

is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 
OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Attached please find the following materials: 
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• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 

discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 

Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 

office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 5/9/2019 11 :49:43 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001 - comments due COB 5/15 
key issues RFC19001 responses working 050819 v3.docx 
RFC 20181114 Bristol Bay (003) - .pdf 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2019 4:45 PM 
To: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Cc: Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Response to Pebble/Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) RFC 19001- comments due COB 5/15 
Importance: High 

RFC 19001 Scoping Team: 

Attached for your review is a complete draft response to RFC 19001 related to EPA's BBWA and the Pebble mine project. Also 
attached for your reference is RFC 19001. 

Please provide any comments you have by COB 5/15 to both of us. Based on your comments, we plan to develop a revised draft to 
start management review by 5/20. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Thur 5/16/2019 10:39:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
CEI RFC (19001) Draft Response 16May2019.docx 
Briefing Paper CEI RFC Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment-Pebble Mine 16May2019.docx 
CEI RFC (19001) red line showing changes from 08May2019 draft.docx 
RFC #19001 from CEI submitted 20181114 Bristol Bay Assessment-Pebble Mine.pdf 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 3:27 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 
<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David 
<Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, 
Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; Van Dru nick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; 
Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy 
<Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin 
<KIRBY.KEVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step is to provide this draft response 
to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Attached please find the following materials: 
• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 
• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 
• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 
• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your respective offices. 

We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to discuss the draft, or take any 
other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 
PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 
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Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 
U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Mon 5/20/2019 3:55:45 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 7:34 AM 
To: Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Cc: Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Can we cover the RFC first on the agenda so Tracy can join for that item per Steve's request? 

Thanks, 
Heidi 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 10:06 AM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

;Than ks _th at' s_ he I pf u I.[_ _________________________________________________ Ex. 5 AC/DP _______________________________________________ _) 

I Ex. 5 AC/DP I 
i ! 
j•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Steve Neugeboren 
Associate General Counsel for Water 
U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2019 9:51 AM 
To: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov> 
Subject: RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Steve -We have been working with Tracy in CCILO on the CEI request for correction response. We talked to Tracy and her OEI 

[_ clients a bou~ --------------------------------------~-~'.--~--~c ;~~-----------------------------------------------------! I 
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Ex. SAC/DP 
Does that answer your question? Do you still want me to see if Tracy can join the call today? 

Adding Tracy so she can add to or correct anything in my email. 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Neugeboren, Steven 

Sent: Sunday, May 19, 2019 2:32 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; 
Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 

Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

I'm back in the office tomorrow. Adding my fol ks. i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 AC/DP _______________________________________________________________ i 
.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 

i Ex. 5 AC/DP i i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Steve Neugeboren 

Associate General Counsel for Water 

U.S. EPA 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
202 (564-5488) 

From: Goodin, John 

Sent: Friday, May 17, 2019 8:32 AM 

To: Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 

Thanks, Palmer- appreciate all the effort to get the draft to this point. Let's make sure to spend a few minutes Monday on the 

process here and its relationship to the permit action. 

Thanks 
John 

Sent from my iPhone 
On May 16, 2019, at 7:05 PM, Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thanks Palmer. ORD AA-level review has commenced. Kate and I will stoke the fire as it moves forward! Thanks again 

to the two of you for doing such an exceptional job. The revised response looks even stronger than the first. 

Tina 

Tina Bahadori, Sc.D. 
Director, National Center for Environmental Assessment (EPA/ORD/NCEA) 
National Program Director, Human Health Risk Assessment (EPA/ORD/HHRA) 
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From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 6:27 PM 

To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven 

<Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina <Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tallent, Robert <Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Brown, DonaldM <Brown.DonaldM@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 

<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik <Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Elleman, Robert <Elleman.Robert@epa.gov>; 

Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian 
<Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>; Frithsen, Jeff <Frithsen.Jeff@epa.gov>; 

VanDrunick, Suzanne <vanDrunick.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Bahadori, Tina 

<Bahadori.Tina@epa.gov>; Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tra y@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; 

Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Kirby, Kevin <KIRBYJ<EVIN@EPA.GOV>; Goodin, John 

<Goodin.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: Seeking AA-RA level review of EPA's draft response to the RFC from CEI regarding EPA's BBWA/Pebble mine 
Importance: High 

John/David/Steve/Tina 

The Scoping Team has developed a draft response to the Request for Correction (RFC) from the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute (CEI) regarding EPA's 2014 Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA)/Pebble mine. Our next step 
is to provide this draft response to you and begin the process of securing AA-RA level review of the draft response by 

OW, ORD, OGC, and RlO. 

The proposed review schedule is: 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

1-----~~:--~---~-~-~-~-~~-~~!~-~~--~-~~~~~~---~~-~~----I 
Attached please find the following materials: 

• May 16 draft response to RFC (17 pages) 

• May 16 briefing paper providing relevant background and overview information (2 pages) 

• Redline showing changes between May 8 and May 16 draft responses 

• November 2018 RFC from CEI to EPA 

Please let us know how we can best support you in advancing this draft response for AA-RA level review in your 

respective offices. We can make any further edits you suggest to the draft response, we can set up meetings/calls to 
discuss the draft, or take any other actions you recommend. John, David, and Steve will already be participating in a 
Bristol Bay meeting together on May 20 (2 PM ET), so perhaps we can get early direction from you then. 

Thanks, Kate and Palmer 

Palmer Hough, Environmental Scientist 
office: 202.566.1374 

Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds 

U.S. EPA Headquarters (MC 4504T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 
www.epa.gov/wetlands 
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To: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 2/6/2019 11 :02:44 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Hough, Palmer 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:01 PM 
To: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov>; Connors, Sandra <Connors.Sandra@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>; 
Kaiser, Russell <Kaiser. Russel l@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wigginslewis, Miriam <WigginsLewis.Miriam@epa.gov>; Schofield, Kate <Schofield.Kate@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Peterson, Erik 
<Peterson.Erik@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hough, Palmer <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Subject: Report out from today's meeting with OEI regarding RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting (Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment) 

John et al: 

Here is a report out from today's first meeting with OEI regarding the Information Quality Act - Request for Correction (RFC) 

submitted to EPA by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI) on November 14, 2018. The RFC cites alleged flaws in EPA's 2014 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment (BBWA) and requests revisions or withdrawal of the BBWA. RFCs typically require a response of 
some sort from EPA within 90-days (which in this case means a response is due next week). 

Meeting participants included reps from: OEI, OW, ORD, RlO and OGC-this group is being called the scoping team. 

The major take-aways from today's meeting include: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Let me know if you have any questions, looping in some of the other team members in case they would like to add. 

-Palmer 

-----Original Appointment----
From: Tallent, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 9:17 AM 
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To: Tallent, Robert; Brown, DonaldM; Palomaki, Ashley; Allnutt, David; Elleman, Robert; Wigginslewis, Miriam; Hough, Palmer; 
vanDrunick, Suzanne; Schofield, Kate; Bahadori, Tina; Sheppard, Tracy; Nalven, Heidi; Wehling, Carrie; Peterson, Erik; Kirby, Kevin; 

Goodin, John; Frithsen, Jeff 

Cc: Sandra Connors (Connors.Sandra@epa.gov) 

Subject: RFC 19001 Scoping Meeting 

When: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 2:00 PM-3:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: WJC West Room 6303 

Good morning everyone, 

Welcome back! 

I would like to reschedule our Scoping Team meeting for February 6, 2019. It will be held in WJC West Room 6303 at 2:00PM 
Eastern time. It is preferable that this meeting be attended in person. If you are not able to attend in person the call-in number is 

as follows: 

Call-in number: i 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 

Conference ID:; ! 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

This meeting is the initial scoping team meeting to develop a response to the RFC 19001 concerning the Bristol Bay Watershed. 

Whether you are able to attend this meeting or not I wanted to send you the relative documents for this RFC. This is for your 

convenience and review. There are the RFC, draft scoping meeting agenda, and some useful links. 

If you have questions please feel free to reach out to either myself or Kevin Kirby. 

Thanks for all you do! 

Bob 

Robert G. Tallent, D.Sc., PMP 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Mission Support 
Office of Enterprise Information Programs 
Enterprise Quality Management Division (2811T) 
WJC West, 6340F 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW (MC-2811T) 
Washington, DC 20460 
Phone: 202 564-6809 
tallent.robert@epa.gov 

Life is either a daring adventure ... or nothing. H. Keller 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov]; Peterson, Erik[Peterson.Erik@epa.gov] 
Cc: Steiner-Riley, Cara[Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov] 
From: Palomaki, Ashley[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=51778D942F27 41 F8885A8180EC2D6036-PALOMAKI, A] 
Sent: Wed 2/6/2019 9:23:33 PM (UTC) 
Subject: FW: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 
01.14.2019 PLP Letter to EPA under Information Quality Act.pdf 

FYI - Letter is on behalf of PLP. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, ORC-113 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 1:15 PM 
To: Sheppard, Tracy <Sheppard.Tracy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-Riley.Cara@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley 
<Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
i i 

! Ex. 5 AC/DP ! 
i i 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Heidi Nalven 
U.S. EPA Office of General Counsel 
202-564-3189 

From: Kirby, Kevin On Behalf Of Quality 
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 3:56 PM 
To:Sheppard, Tracy 
Cc: Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Tallent.Robert@epa.gov>; Holloman, Vincia <Holloman.Vincia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 

Hey Folks, 

Tallent, Robert 

As a follow to our kick-off meeting on the Pebble Mine IQG case, I wanted to make you aware of this recent submission to the 
_Agency in_ support of Competitive _Enterprise _lnstitute's _request_ for _Correction_ (RFC_#19001). ___ Members_ of_the_Scoping_Team _have ____ _ 

Ex. SAC/DP 
Kevin 

Kevin J. Kirby 
Enterprise Data Architect 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

OMS/OEIP/EQMD 
202 566-1656 desk 

From: Murphy, Mark [mailto:mmurphy@steptoe.com] 
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Sent: Monday, January 14, 2019 5:47 PM 

To: Quality 
Subject: Pebble Limited Partnership Submission in Support of RFC 19001 

Good afternoon. 

On behalf of the Pebble Limited Partnership, please find attached a submission in support of Information Quality Act Request for 

Correction 19001, filed by the Competitive Enterprise Institute on November 14, 2018. A hard copy of the document has been 
mailed to EPA's Washington headquarters. 

Mark Murphy 

Mark Murphy 
Associate 
mm u rphy@steptoe.com 

+1 202 429 6433 direct 
~ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
~-r2u:ni-w·"Jgo2T,fl(-·-·-! 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
'WWW. steptoe. com 

This message and any attached documents contain information from the law firm Steptoe & Johnson LLP that may be confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please do not read, copy, distribute, or use this information. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e
mail and then delete this message. 
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To: 
From: 

Bolen, Brittany[bolen.brittany@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Bolen, Brittany(bolen.brittany@epa.gov] 
From: EPA Press Office(press@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 5:57:12 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit 
Area as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 V\/ithdrawal of the Proposed Determination to l~e:strict Use of the, Pebble Deposit Are,a as a Disposal Site 

EPA Resumes Consideration of the 2014 Withdrawal of the Proposed Determination to Restrict 

Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold today signed a memo 

directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator to resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed 

Determination, which proposes to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site. 

"Today's step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under the law to both the public and 

project proponents. We will reconsider whether the Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still 

appropriate in light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, which is a large volume 

of information that EPA did not have previously," said General Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to invoke 

the well-understood Clean Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to ensure all 

potential significant impacts to the environment are thoroughly vetted and raised before any final decision on the permit can 

be reached in the future." 

The signed memo can be found here: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/pebblemine508.pdf 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania A.venue 1·~orthvvest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

~ID 

Unsubscribe 
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To: Andy! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) : 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-' 

From: Leopold. Matt@epa.gov[Leopold. Matt@epa.gov] 
Sent: Fri 8/23/2019 6:20:54 PM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: EPA administrator says he will not make Pebble Mine decision 

Thanks Andy. 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Aug 23, 2019, at 9:02 AM, Andy <sabinandy@aol.com> wrote: 
> 
> You're the Man , We had a great Discussion with Francis Brooke , McKie, Brent and Jeff went with me. 
> 
> Have a nice weekend 
> 
> Andy 
> 
> 
> 
> https://www.ktuu.com/content/news/EPA-administrator-says-he-will-not-make-Pebble-Mine-decision-
557954791.html 
> 
> 
> Sent by the Salamander Commander 
> 
> 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mr. Leopold, 

Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 

7/31/2019 12:21:19 PM 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 

RFC 19001 

Thank you for finally removing the illegal PD. 

Respectfully, 
Tom 

~§:?~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mr. Leopold, 

Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
7/19/2019 6:47:21 PM 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

You are the only one in the agency that seems to follow the rule of law. I only ask for a fair permitting 
process with no PD. I appreciate your recent memo directed to region 10. I agree with you that there 
needs to be clarity. I hope Mr. Hladick decides soon and doesn't purposefully delay something that should 
have been removed long ago. Have a good weekend. You don't have a easy job and that is an understatement. 

Respectfully, 
Tom 

Sent from my iPhone 

ED_002890_00233360-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: 
From: 

Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
EPA Press Office[press@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 6:00:21 PM (UTC) 
Subject: EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

Today U.S. Environmental Protection .A.gi:,ncy (EPA.) Reri1on 10 Administrator Chris Hladick vvithdrew the 20'14 Proposed Determination issued under 

section 404(c) of the ClfJan Water Act (C\NAJ for the use of the Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest A.iaska as a disposal site associated with mining of 

the deposit. 

EPA Withdraws Outdated, Preemptive Proposed Determination to Restrict Use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a Disposal Site 

SEATTLE (July 30, 2019) -Today, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 Administrator Chris Hladick 

withdrew the 2014 Proposed Determination issued under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the use of the 

Pebble Deposit Area in Southwest Alaska as a disposal site associated with mining of the deposit. 

"After today's action EPA will focus on the permit review process for the Pebble Mine project" said Region 10 Administrator 

Chris Hladick. "The agency has worked closely with the Army Corps to engage with stakeholders and the public on this 

issue, which has resulted in an expansive public record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that 

did not exist in 2014." 

By withdrawing the 2014 Proposed Determination, which was issued preemptively and is now outdated, the agency 

can continue its focus on fulfilling its responsibilities under the Clean Water Act to work with the Army Corps to review the 

permit. 

Today's action does not approve Pebble's permit application or determine a particular outcome in the Corps' permitting 

process. Instead, it allows EPA to continue working with the Corps to review the current permit application and engage in the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. 

"Region 10's decision restores the proper process for 404(c) determinations, eliminating a preemptive veto of a hypothetical 

mine and focusing EPA's environmental review on an actual project before the Agency," EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. 

Leopold. 

EPA Region 10 provided the Corps with detailed comments to its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit 

notice on July 1, 2019, and EPA looks forward to continuing its work with the Corps and the other cooperating agencies on 

the next steps in the permit review process. 

Additional information: https://www.epa.gov/bristolbny. 

Background 

In July 2014, EPA Region 10 issued a Proposed Determination under CWA section 404(c) to restrict the use of the Pebble 

Deposit Area as a disposal site for dredged or fill material associated with mining the deposit. The Proposed Determination 

was based on three hypothetical scenarios for the mine site, each of which was different than the permit application 

submitted to the Corps for review in December 2017. Since 2014, there have been significant developments, including a 

lawsuit challenging the EPA's process for developing the 2014 Proposed Determination and a related settlement, the permit 

application submitted by Pebble to the Corps, additional direction from the former EPA Administrator in January 2018, and a 

1,400-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and permit notice issued by the Corps. 

In July 2017, EPA Region 10 published a proposal to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. The notice opened a three

month-long public comment period, during which the EPA held two public hearings in the watershed area and consulted with 

federally recognized tribal governments and Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Regional and Village Corporations with 
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lands in the watershed. In December 2017, PLP submitted a CWA section 404 permit application to the Corps that proposes 

to develop a mine in the Pebble Deposit Area. The Corps then invited relevant federal and state agencies, including the EPA, 

to cooperate on the development of the DEIS under NEPA. The Corps released a DEIS for public comment in February 2019; 

this public comment period closed on July 1, 2019. 

In January 2018, EPA announced that it was suspending the withdrawal proceeding and leaving the 2014 Proposed 

Determination in place at that time pending further action by the Agency. 

In June 2019, EPA General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold, acting pursuant to a delegation of authority from the EPA 

Administrator, directed Region 10 to resume its consideration whether to withdraw the 2014 Proposed Determination. He also 

directed the Region to reconsider its previous statement that it would seek additional public comment on the 2014 Proposed 

Determination, in light of the ample opportunity for public comment previously provided and the public comment opportunity 

on the DEIS and permit notice. 

On July 1, 2019, Region 10 submitted to the Corps two sets of comments, totaling more than 150 pages, regarding the 

Corps' DEIS and permit notice. The Region also took the first step under the elevation procedures established between the 

EPA and the Army in a 1992 memorandum to work towards resolving issues EPA identified in the permit notice. 

This action removes the Agency's outdated, preemptive proposed veto of the Pebble Mine and restores the well-understood 

permit review process. EPA Region 10 reached this conclusion based on two primary reasons. First, the Corps' DEIS 

includes significant project-specific information that was not accounted for in the 2014 Proposed Determination and, based 

on that information, the Corps has reached preliminary conclusions that in certain respects conflict with preliminary 

conclusions in the 2014 Proposed Determination. The now-five-year-old Proposed Determination does not grapple with the 

currently available expansive record, including specific information about the proposed mining project that did not exist in 

2014. Second, other processes are available and better-suited for EPA to resolve issues with the Corps as the record 

develops; specifically, the well-understood elevation process under CWA section 404(q) and the NEPA process. EPA 

believes these processes should be exhausted prior to any decision by EPA, based upon all information that has and will be 

developed, to exercise its section 404(c) authority. A detailed explanation of EPA's decision is available in the notice signed 

today by EPA's Region 10 Administrator, which will be published in the Federal Register. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 

Washington, D.C. 20004 

01m 

Unsubscribe 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mr. Leopold, 

Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
7/8/2019 1 :50:46 PM 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
RFC 19001 

When will a decision regarding RFC 19001 be made? I noticed in your memo to Hladick you mentioned a decision should 

be made soon for clarity's sake. I whole heartedly agree. Whether it is a yes or no to remove the PD, a decision should 

be made soon for both sides. Please advise. 

Respectfully, 

Tom Allen 

~§t".J& 
Holdswortt1 and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (8 '16) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 781-3054 
Email: thornas@rnarkeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mr. Leopold, 

Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
7/5/2019 12:44:26 PM 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Tom Allen - RFC 

In your recent memo to Hladick you indicated he should decide soon whether or not to remove the PD. 
Instead of deciding, he said he is still not sure ... how can he not be sure ... a Deis is out and the PD is 
obstructing the NEPA process. I know you know this already, get rid of this nut! 

Tom Allen 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Message 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mr. Leopold, 

Thomas Allen [thomas@markeallenlaw.com] 
7/2/2019 5:45:33 PM 
Leopold, Matt (OGC) [Leopold.Matt@epa.gov] 
Tom Allen - RFC 19001 

Correct me if I step out of bounds or if I am incorrect but did Region 10 just give you the middle finger? There is still no 

response to RFC 19001 and there is still no PD lift. I expect you to take care of this sir. This is going a bit too far with 

Region lO's actions at this point. They are acting like a rogue agency. They invoked 404q but have not decided on the 
veto lift, the very thing you told Chris we all need clarity on .... How long will Chris be 'considering' .... Thank you for 

everything you do sir and at this point I am just frustrated with the EPA. I would just like a decision one way or another 
at this point. I still believe the BBWA and veto are illegal and unjust and circumvent the established NEPA process. 

Please advise. 

Respectfully, 

Tom 

~§'~ 
Holdsworth and Allen, P.C. 
Westowne 2, Suite 106 
P.O. Box 126 
Liberty, Missouri 64069 
Phone: (816) 781-5905 
Fax: (816) 78i-3054 
Email: thomas@markeallenlaw.com 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Fridays: By appointment only 

ED_002890_00233685-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



To: Dennis, Allison[Dennis.Allison@epa.gov]; Germann, Sandy[Germann.Sandy@epa.gov] 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Block, Molly[block.molly@epa.gov]; Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.gov]; 
Drinkard, Andrea[Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov]; Letendre, Daisy[letendre.daisy@epa.gov]; Tomiak, Robert[tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; 
Holsman, Marianne[Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov] 
From: Skadowski, Suzanne[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=1713ED42E6E244BC9FCD783D4A8D39AB-SKADOWSKI, SUZANNE] 
Sent: Fri 2/1/2019 3:49:48 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
McClatchy News Inquiry Response OGC-OW+OP-OFA clean.docx 
Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry R10 draft response OGCandOWedits+OP-OFA.docx 

Thank you Allison and Sandy. 

Is OPA ok with these edits and with the final version of our response? 

I've attached draft showing all edits and a clean version. 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C:[ Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PP)i 

Follow us on Twittert @!EP/1.northwest · 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 6:11 AM 
To: Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; 
Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy 
<letendre.daisy@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Yes that works for us. 

Sent from my iPhone 
On Feb 1, 2019, at 8:48 AM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> wrote: 

Allison, 

I thought this went to you last night, but now see it did not. Here is Rob's response: 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Therefore, for Q3 we recommend instead something along the lines of: 

l ______________ Ex. __ 5 __ De I_ i be rat iv e __ Process __ ( D p) ______________ I 
Sandy Germann 

/,J-~ __ E_~t\ __ Qffi~~! of Policy 
!_ Ex. 6_Personal Privacy(PP) ! 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 5:15 PM 
To: Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
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Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 

<konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Certainly! 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:38 PM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> wrote: 

All, Rob Tomiak has asked that we hold off til tomorrow, mid-morning, so he has time to look into this. 

Sandy Germann 

[-~-:-~:;::~;-~·!:;;!;r Policy 

germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 

<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; 
Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is 
what we put together that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response touches on One Federal Decision and I think 

your office leads the agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA). This response is due to the reporter 

today and Suzanne has offered to send the response to the reporter upon OPA approval. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 
From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like 

EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data 

from that comment period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or 

opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? 

How has Trump's emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 
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4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or 
finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is 

granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C::_ Ex. S_Personal Privacy (PP)_: 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 
To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you 

be available to answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me 
a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Germann, Sandy[Germann.Sandy@epa.gov] 
From: Tomiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E43D67FE354A4D06BE80AFA6EB65E614-TOMIAK, ROB] 
Sent: Fri 2/1/2019 10:24:34 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Thank you. Also, my counterpart clarified that he was involved by his PA rep initially ..... so I must have misunderstood ..... the 
issue is that it was changed/edited later by folks outside the program office without the proposed changes going back to him. 
Neither ofus know if those additional edits were done within RIO or here at HQ. 
I may swing by and chat with Nancy now that I have the full story. 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 7:16 PM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sand 

Rob, absolutely, they typically do. I'm not sure what happened here. They may have deferred primarily to OW. 
I will talk w Nancy and make sure this request is conveyed. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 5:38 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

____ Sandy, ··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 5:14 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

While awaiting confirmation from CEQ or USACE; my RIO colleague indicated that 
Pebble Mine is not an OFD designated project. 
Therefore, for Q3 we recommend instead something along the lines of: 

[ ________ E_x. ___ 5 ___ De I_ i b_e_rativ e ___ Process ___ { D_P_) _______ I 
Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:46 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:36 PM, Germann, Sandy 
<Germann. Sand c e a. ov> wrote: 

ED_002890_00240269-00002 

OPA signed off on the response. RlO will be sending it. I'll let 
them know Rob has asked that we hold off til tomorrow 

morning, so he has a chance to look into. 

Sandy Germann 

0 

__ US_EPA_Office ~f Policy 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Letendre, Daisy 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:29 PM 

To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy 

<Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) 

<lovell.william@epa.gov>; Knight, Kelly 

<knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 

1/31 

Shouldn't this be attributed to a region 10 spox?? 

Daisy C. Letendre 
Letendre.Oaisy@epa.gov 

From: Tomiak, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:28 PM 
To: Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) 

<lovell.william@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy 

<letendre.daisy@epa.gov>; Knight, Kelly 
<knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 

1/31 

I'm staffing it around; I don't know that this project has been 

designated as a OFD project by USACE. Please give me until mid 

morning tomorrow to get back to you. 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:22 PM, Germann, Sandy 
<Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> wrote: 

Robin, Will, Per the request below, I got VM when 
I tried to reach Daisy and Rob just now. If you see 
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them, would you flag? Or if you're ok w/ this, 
please respond so they can get it out this 

afternoon? Thank you! 

Sandy Germann 

__ US_ EPA Office of_ Policy 
l_Ex. 6 Personal _Privacy (PP) j 
germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Germann, Sandy 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:15 PM 

To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; 

Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; 

Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; 

Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, 

John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -

McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Importance: High 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but 
would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy 

<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly 

<block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 

<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy 

<Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -

McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they 

shared with us to coordinate on its response. 

Attached is what we put together that 
incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our 

response touches on One Federal Decision and I 
think your office leads the agency's work on it (Rob 

Tomiak, OP-OFA). This response is due to the 
reporter today and Suzanne has offered to send 

the response to the reporter upon OPA approval. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



ED_002890_00240269-00004 

From: Rennie, Julianna 
<irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble 

Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier 

today! Here are some of the questions that I would 

like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has 

the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was 

necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw 

the proposed determination? Do you have any 

data from that comment period? (How many 

comments were submitted? Were they primarily 

in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is 

the EPA concerned about the accelerated 

timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but 
the proposed determination has not been 

withdrawn or finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the 

EPA still block the project using 404c after the 

permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I 

really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, 

Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main 
communications contact for EPA's work around 

the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or 

send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 
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Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Nor,tl:u1,1.e.st.~.Se.attJ12._,_,_,_, 

0: 206-553-2160 C:i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
Follow us on Twitter J-·,1J1cc?'rrr<mT1wc~;r·-·J 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna 

<irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on 

an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would 

you be available to answer a few questions about 

the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to 
give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return 

to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 

<Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry RlO draft 
response OGCandOWedits_R10finalv3.docx> 
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To: Allnutt, David[Allnutt.David@epa.gov] 
Cc: Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov] 
From: Tomiak, Robert[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=E43D67FE354A4D06BE80AFA6EB65E614-TOMIAK, ROB] 
Sent: Fri 2/1/2019 10:17:42 AM (UTC) 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Ok, I will communicate that. Thank you for clarifying. 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 7:37 PM, Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> wrote: 

Rob - just to clarify- our Regional PA specialist did let me and Jill know on Tuesday that these questions had come in 

from McClatchy, and I had seen and had approved an earlier draft response that did not reference OFD or say 

anything new a bout NE PA ( a I !._d..~<!ft __ l<!.l]g_u._<!g~ __ ~!_t_b~.!..R<?.ll].!__h..~_g __ ~~-e._l] __ t_a._~~~--f~<?.~.-~'5.lS..tJ.~_g_f_~_!.l_<?!i_c_e._5-_.9..r __ ~_e._~_s_t~!~~~~s 

·-·-·-re_l ated -to_ p ri Or. E p A_ a cti On s). !-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex. __ 5 __ D e_l i be rat i Ve __ P_ ro ces s __ ( D p) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J ________________ _ 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
! i 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

, .................................................................................... ..,, ________________ _ 
<image00l.png> 

<image003.png> 
<image00S.png> <image00Tpng> 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Tomiak, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 2:38 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

FYSA 

Thanks, Rob 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> 

Date: January 31, 2019 at 5:38:07 PM EST 
To: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 

Cc: "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov>, "Kime, Robin" <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>, "Lovell, Will 

(William)" <lovell.william@epa.gov>, "Knight, Kelly" <knight.kelly@epa.gov>, "Tyler, Tom" 

<Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Sandy, 

i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) I 
i ! 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 
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L_Ex. 5_ Deliberative Process (DP)__t 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 5:14 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

While awaiting confirmation from CEQ or USACE; my RlO colleague indicated that Pebble 

Mine is not an OFD designated project. 

Therefore, for Q3 we recommend instead something along the lines of: 
,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 
i i 
i i 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ! 
i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:46 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:36 PM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
wrote: 

ED_002890_00240270-00002 

OPA signed off on the response. RlO will be sending it. I'll let 

them know Rob has asked that we hold off til tomorrow 

morning, so he has a chance to look into. 

Sandy Germann 
US EPA Office of Policy 

i i 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Letendre, Daisy 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:29 PM 
To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy 

<Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) 

<lovell.william@epa.gov>; Knight, Kelly 
<knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 

1/31 

Shouldn't this be attributed to a region 10 spox?? 

Daisy C. Letendre 
Letendre.Oaisy@epa.gov 

From: Tomiak, Robert 
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Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:28 PM 

To: Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) 

<lovell.william@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy 

<letendre.daisy@epa.gov>; Knight, Kelly 

<knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 

1/31 

I'm staffing it around; I don't know that this project has been 
designated as a OFD project by USACE. Please give me until mid 

morning tomorrow to get back to you. 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:22 PM, Germann, Sandy 
<Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> wrote: 

Robin, Will, Per the request below, I got VM when 

I tried to reach Daisy and Rob just now. If you see 

them, would you flag? Or if you're ok w/ this, 

please respond so they can get it out this 
afternoon? Thank you! 

Sandy Germann 

rJJ.5.Ie.A.Qffi.~-~-Pf Policy 
L Ex. 6 Personal.Privacy (PP)_! 

germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Germann, Sandy 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:15 PM 

To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; 

Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; 

Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; 
Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, 

John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -
McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but 
would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy 
<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly 

<block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 

<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 

Cc: Drinkard, Andrea 

<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy 

<Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -

McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
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Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they 

shared with us to coordinate on its response. 

Attached is what we put together that 

incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our 

response touches on One Federal Decision and I 
think your office leads the agency's work on it (Rob 

Tomiak, OP-OFA). This response is due to the 

reporter today and Suzanne has offered to send 
the response to the reporter upon OPA approval. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

From: Rennie, Julianna 

<irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble 

Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier 

today! Here are some of the questions that I would 

like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has 

the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed 

determination? Why did the EPA feel that it was 

necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw 
the proposed determination? Do you have any 

data from that comment period? (How many 

comments were submitted? Were they primarily 

in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is 
the EPA concerned about the accelerated 

timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but 

the proposed determination has not been 
withdrawn or finalized, then what happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the 

EPA still block the project using 404c after the 

permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I 

really appreciate all of your help! 
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Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, 

Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main 

communications contact for EPA's work around 

the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or 
send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C: L Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP).! 

Follow us on Twitter! @!EP/1.northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna 

<irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 

Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on 

an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would 

you be available to answer a few questions about 
the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to 
give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return 

to the office. 

Best, 
Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 

Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 

irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 

<Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry RlO draft 
response OGCandOWedits_R10finalv3.docx> 
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To: Tomiak, Robert[tomiak.robert@epa.gov]; Nogi, Jill[nogi.jill@epa.gov] 
From: Allnutt, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=6E28F5BF9CBF4B8B9EDA 7751C2F10750-ALLNUTT, DAVID] 
Sent: Fri 2/1/2019 12:37:25 AM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Rob - just to clarify- our Regional PA specialist did let me and Jill know on Tuesday that these questions had come in from 

McClatchy, and I had seen and had approved an earlier draft response that did not reference OFD or say anything new about NEPA 
(all draft language at that point had been taken from existing FR notices or news releases related to prior EPA actions). My 

understanding is th at th eL__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Ex._ 5 _Deliberative_ Process ( D_P) -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ] 

! _______________________________________________________________________ Ex. ___ 5 ___ D_e I i _be_ rat iv e ___ P _r o c es s ___ ( D _P) ______________________________________________________________________ I 

•• 

R. David Allnutt. Director 
Office of Environmental Review and Assessment 
U.S. EPA. Region 10 
1200 Sixth Avenue. Suite 155 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 
(206) 553-2581 

From: Tomiak, Robert 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 2:38 PM 
To: Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov>; Nogi, Jill <nogi.jill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

FYSA 

Thanks, Rob 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Tomiak, Robert" <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> 
Date: January 31, 2019 at 5:38:07 PM EST 
To: "Germann, Sandy" <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Letendre, Daisy" <letendre.daisy@epa.gov>, "Kime, Robin" <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>, "Lovell, Will (William)" 
<lovell.william@epa.gov>, "Knight, Kelly" <knight.kelly@epa.gov>, "Tyler, Tom" <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Sandy, 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! i 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) I 
! i 
! i ( _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ i 

Thanks, Rob 
On Jan 31, 2019, at 5:14 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

While awaiting confirmation from CEQ or USACE; my RlO colleague indicated that Pebble Mine is not an 
OFD designated project. 

Therefore, for Q3 we recommend instead something along the lines of: 

! _______________________________________________________ Ex. _ 5 __ De_l i be rat ive _ Process_ (DP) _______________________________________________________ i 
ED_ 002890 _ 00240275-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Thanks, Rob 

On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:46 PM, Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

Thanks, Rob 
On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:36 PM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> wrote: 

OPA signed off on the response. RlO will be sending it. I'll let them know 
Rob has asked that we hold offtil tomorrow morning, so he has a chance to 

look into. 

Sandy Germann 
US EPA Office of Policy 

i ! 
i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Letendre, Daisy 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:29 PM 
To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy 

<Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) 

<lovell.william@epa.gov>; Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom 

<Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Shouldn't this be attributed to a region 10 spox?? 

Daisy C. Letendre 
Letendre.Oaisy@epa.gov 

From: Tomiak, Robert 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:28 PM 

To: Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) 

<lovell.william@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov>; 

Knight, Kelly <knight.kelly@epa.gov>; Tyler, Tom <Tyler.Tom@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

I'm staffing it around; I don't know that this project has been designated as a 

OFD project by USACE. Please give me until mid morning tomorrow to get 
back to you. 

Thanks, Rob 
On Jan 31, 2019, at 4:22 PM, Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov> 

wrote: 
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ED_002890_00240275-00003 

Robin, Will, Per the request below, I got VM when I tried to 
reach Daisy and Rob just now. If you see them, would you flag? 

Or if you're ok w/ this, please respond so they can get it out this 

afternoon? Thank you! 

Sandy Germann 

,._V.S. __ ~P_A_Qffi_i;:_~_pf Po Ii cy 
! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) ! 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Germann, Sandy 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:15 PM 

To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy 
<letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 

Cc: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy 

<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly 

<block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; 

Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, 
Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 

1/31 
Importance: High 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to 
confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 

Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, 

Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John 

<konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, 
Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 

1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to 

coordinate on its response. Attached is what we put together 

that incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response 
touches on One Federal Decision and I think your office leads the 
agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA) . This response is due 

to the reporter today and Suzanne has offered to send the 

response to the reporter upon OPA approval. 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 
From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 
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Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are 

some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever 

preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the 
EPA feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed 

determination? Do you have any data from that comment 

period? (How many comments were submitted? Were they 

primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA 

concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's 

emphasis on streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed 
determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 

happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block 

the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really 

appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact 

for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your 

questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest_-_ Seattle ______ _ 
0: 206-553-2160 C: ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy(PPJi 

Follow us on Twitter!'@>EP/1.northwest 
1 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 
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Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 
I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article 

about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to 

answer a few questions about the EPA's involvement with 
project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you 

return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 

Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 

McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 

<Edits to McClatchy News Inquiry RlO draft response 

OGCandOWedits R10finalv3.docx> 
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To: Germann, Sandy[Germann.Sandy@epa.gov]; Kime, Robin[Kime.Robin@epa.gov]; Lovell, Will 
(William)[lovell.william@epa.gov] 
Cc: Tomiak, Robert[tomiak.robert@epa.gov] 
From: Letendre, Daisy[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=B691CCCCA6264AE09DF7054C7F1019CB-LETENDRE, D] 
Sent: Thur 1/31/2019 9:27:35 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 

Hi Sandy seeing this now - I defer to RlO and Rob. I'd like for Rob to take a look before we move. 

Daisy C. Letendre 
Letendre.Oaisy@epa.gov 

From: Germann, Sandy 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:22 PM 
To: Kime, Robin <Kime.Robin@epa.gov>; Lovell, Will (William) <lovell.william@epa.gov> 
Cc: Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov>; Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Robin, Will, Per the request below, I got VM when I tried to reach Daisy and Rob just now. If you see them, would you flag? Or if 
you're ok w/ this, please respond so they can get it out this afternoon? Thank you! 

Sandy Germann 
US EPA Office of Policy 

1. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)_ i 
germann.sandy@epa.gov 

From: Germann, Sandy 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:15 PM 
To: Tomiak, Robert <tomiak.robert@epa.gov>; Letendre, Daisy <letendre.daisy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Dennis, Allison <Dennis.Allison@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly 
<block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov>; Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Skadowski, 
Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

Rob, Daisy, this response seems fine to me, but would like to confirm with you all - see question 3. 

From: Dennis, Allison 
Sent: Thursday, January 31, 2019 4:05 PM 
To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Block, Molly <block.molly@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.iohn@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Germann, Sandy <Germann.Sandy@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MEDIA INQUIRY: Pebble Mine -- McClatchy, DDL 1/31 
Importance: High 

All, 

RlO rec'd a media inquiry on Pebble that they shared with us to coordinate on its response. Attached is what we put together that 
incorporates edits from Lee and David Fotouhi. 

Sandy- I cc'ed you because a minor portion of our response touches on One Federal Decision and I think your office leads the 

agency's work on it (Rob Tomiak, OP-OFA) j Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i i-·-E·;~·-s·-o~-iib~-~;i-i~-~--p·~~~~;~--(i>-P)·-·i '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

Eager to hear your feedback! -Allison 
***************** 

ED_002890_00240294-00001 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 1:02 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: FW: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Suzanne: 

Thank you so much for chatting with me earlier today! Here are some of the questions that I would like EPA to comment on: 

1. Other than in 2014 for the Pebble Project, has the EPA ever preemptively issued a proposed determination? Why did the EPA 

feel that it was necessary to do so for this project? 

2. Why did Pruitt suspend the process to withdraw the proposed determination? Do you have any data from that comment period? 
(How many comments were submitted? Were they primarily in favor or opposition?) 

3. Please comment on the timeline for the EIS. Is the EPA concerned about the accelerated timeline? How has Trump's emphasis on 

streamlined permitting influenced that decision? 

4. If the Army Corps releases a favorable EIS but the proposed determination has not been withdrawn or finalized, then what 
happens? 

5. If the Army Corps does issue a permit, can the EPA still block the project using 404c after the permit is granted? 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I really appreciate all of your help! 

Best, 

Julianna 

On Mon, Jan 28, 2019 at 2:41 PM Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Julianna, 

Thanks for reaching out. I'm the main communications contact for EPA's work around the Pebble Mine. 

Please give me a call when you get a chance, or send your questions by email. 

Thanks! 

Suzanne 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q; 206-553-2160 C: ! Ex.6Persona1Privacy(PP) ! 
Follow us on Twitter!'@>EP/,northwest 
Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Rennie, Julianna <irennie@mcclatchydc.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2019 12:14 PM 

To: MacIntyre, Mark <Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: Media questions about Pebble Mine 

Hi, Mr. MacIntyre: 

I'm a reporter for McClatchy and I'm working on an article about the Pebble Mine project. Would you be available to answer a few 
questions about the EPA's involvement with project? Feel free to give me a call at (704) 491-4996 when you return to the office. 

Best, 

Julianna 
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Julianna Rennie 
Congressional Reporter 
McClatchy DC 
irennie@mcclatchydc.com 
(704) 491-4996 
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To: Goodin, John[Goodin.John@epa.gov] 
Cc: Risley, David[Risley.David@epa.gov]; Frazer, Brian[Frazer.Brian@epa.gov] 
From: Forsgren, Lee[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDL T)/CN=RECI Pl ENTS/CN=A055D7329D5B4 70FBAA9920CE1 B68A 7D-FORSGREN, D] 
Sent: Tue 7/30/2019 2:39:07 PM (UTC) 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out 

Thanks John. Had all of the pieces but didn't have the full roll out tick tock. 

From: Goodin, John <Goodin.John@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2019 10:37 AM 
To: Forsgren, Lee <Forsgren.Lee@epa.gov> 
Cc: Risley, David <Risley.David@epa.gov>; Frazer, Brian <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: BB Roll Out 

Lee- just received this and wanted to make sure you had it as well. 

John 

Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Nalven, Heidi" <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Date: July 30, 2019 at 10:29:50 AM EDT 
To: "Goodin, John" <Goodin.John@epa.gov>, "Frazer, Brian" <Frazer.Brian@epa.gov>, "Kaiser, Russell" 
<Kaiser.Russell@epa.gov>, "Hough, Palmer" <Hough.Palmer@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Wehling, Carrie" <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: BB Roll Out 

i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

From: Skadowski, Suzanne 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 5:22 PM 
To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Willey, Katharine <willey.katharine@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nan y@epa.gov> 
Cc: Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov>; Nalven, Heidi 
<Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Palomaki, 
Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Opalski, Dan <0palski.Dan@epa.gov>; Allnutt, David <Allnutt.David@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out 

Good Afternoon! 

i ! 
i ! 
i ! 

! Ex. 5 Deliberative Process {DP) i 
i ! 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Suzanne Skadowski 

Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
US Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0: 206-553-2160 C;l_Ex._6 Personal Pnvacy(PPJ_ J 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Palomaki, Ashley 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:49 PM 
To: Nalven, Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov>; Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 
<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; 
Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
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Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! i 
! i 

I Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP} I 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Ashley Palomaki 
Assistant Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA Region 10 Office of Regional Counsel 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155, M/S 11-C07 
Seattle, WA 98101 
206-553-8582 

From: Nalven, Heidi 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 1:20 PM 
To: Stern, Allyn <Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Neugeboren, 

Steven <Neugeboren.Steven@epa.gov>; Wehling, Carrie <Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

I talked to Ashley and Carrie. I don't think we have the pen anymore) Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) i 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ·=====================================================================================================· 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 4:09 PM 
To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Palomaki, Ashley <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>; Nalven, 

Heidi <Nalven.Heidi@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Allyn Stern 
Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:58 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 

[ __________________________________________ Ex_. ___ 5 ___ De I i _be rat iv e ___ P r o c e_s s ___ { D P) _______________________________________ ___! 

Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist I Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
0 ." 206-553-2160 (:l_Ex._ 6_ Personal Privacy (PP)_! 

Follow us on Twitter! @>EP/,.northv,;est 
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Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:57 PM 

To: Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 

Cc: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: BB Roll Out Call 

l_ ______________________________________________________________ Ex._ 5 __ Del i_berative _Process_ (D_P) _______________________________________________________________ ! 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 

US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 

On Jul 29, 2019, at 12:55 PM, Skadowski, Suzanne <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> wrote: 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

1----~~:--~---~~-!~-~-~~~!~~~--~-~~-~~~-~--~~-~-~---I 
Suzanne Skadowski 
Public Affairs Specialist / Media Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 10 Pacific Northwest - Seattle 
Q: 206-553-2160 c:1_ Ex .. 6Personal_Privacy(PP) _i 

Follow us on Twitter! @!f P/,.northv,;est 

Like us on Facebook! @>epuremon10 

From: Stern, Allyn 

Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 12:53 PM 

To: Holsman, Marianne <Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>; Skadowski, Suzanne 

<Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: BB Roll Out Call 

[·=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--Ex. ·=_5 ___ De I i be rat iv e __ Process __ (DP) ____________________________________ ! 
L_ Ex. 5 _Deliberative_Process_ (DP)jlso, just FYI - I won't be in the office tomorrow, but you don't need 

me for the communications roll out. 

Allyn Stern 

Regional Counsel 
US EPA Region 10 
206-553-1223 

stern.allyn@epa.gov 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Fotouhi, David" <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov> 

Date: July 29, 2019 at 12:48:26 PM PDT 

To: "Willey, Katharine" <willey.katharine@epa.gov>, "Stern, Allyn" 

<Stern.Allyn@epa.gov>, "Palomaki, Ashley" <Palomaki.Ashley@epa.gov>, 

"Skadowski, Suzanne" <Skadowski.Suzanne@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Drinkard, Andrea" <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>, "Abboud, Michael" 

<abboud.michael@epa.gov>, "Holsman, Marianne" 

<Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov>, "Grandinetti, Cami" 

<Grandinetti.Cami@epa.gov>, "Opalski, Dan" <0palski.Dan@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: BB Roll Out Call 

ED_002890A_00019398-00003 Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine 2019 FOIAs_Production010 



Matt and Chris connected; i Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP) ~hanks. 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

David Fotouhi 

Principal Deputy General Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Tel: +1 202.564.1976 

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Willey, Katharine 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 11:28 AM 
To: Willey, Katharine; Stern, Allyn; Palomaki, Ashley; Skadowski, Suzanne 
Cc: Fotouhi, David; Drinkard, Andrea; Abboud, Michael; Holsman, Marianne; 
Grandinetti, Cami; Opalski, Dan 
Subject: BB Roll Out Call 
When: Monday, July 29, 2019 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US 
& Canada). 
Where: DCRoomARN4304/DC-Ariel-Rios-OGC 

Cal I-in #:! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) I 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-;-·-·-·-·~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j ! Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i 
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